
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

 

ADVENT WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

6:30PM—Youth Group 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship 
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We 

acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us 

as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran 

Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name 

and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a 

“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we 

realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason 

there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are 

available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag 

following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all 

activities at Hope in the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just 

as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your 

use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the 

pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be 

appreciated! Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS December 30, 2018 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 12/30 9:15 Worship w/Communion 
 10:30 New Year’s Brunch Pot-Bless  
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Monday 12/31  Winter Break, Hillsborough County (24-4) 
  New Year’s Eve 
 8:00 Youth New Year’s Eve Party 

Tuesday 1/1  Winter Break, Hillsborough County (24-4) 
  New Year’s Day | Church Office Closed 

Wednesday 1/2  Winter Break, Hillsborough County (24-4) 
  No Wednesday Activities  

Thursday 1/3  Winter Break, Hillsborough County (24-4) 
 6:30 Elders Ministry Team Meeting 

Friday 1/4  Winter Break, Hillsborough County (24-4) 

Saturday 1/5 11:00 Frank Dahlke Memorial Service 

Sunday 1/6 8:00 & 10:30 Worship w/Communion & Install of 2019 Ministry Teams 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour (snacks: open) 
 11:45 Christmas un-decorating  
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 
 4:30 Winter Haven Circuit Pastors’ Epiphany Party 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Wednesday, December 19, 2018 

Advent Worship: 4:30: 21      6:30: 41 
 

Sunday, December 23, 2018: 
Worship: 9:15: 216 

Spanish Worship: 4:00: 61/37  

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2018: 
Worship: 6:30: 153      10:30: 127/101 

 

Christmas Day, December 25, 2018: 
Worship: 10:30: 34/31 

Offerings—General Fund: $21,365.16 

Stewardship Perspective: 
Luke 2:38 – “And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of 
him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.” Notice here how giving thanks to 
God leads to good works (speaking about Jesus, in this case). Thankfulness toward God for all 
He has done for us is the foundation of a Christian life lived in godliness. For if we know all that 
the Lord has done for us, how can we not strive to honor Him with what we think, say, and do? 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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December 30, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER  
Simeon and Anna rejoiced when Mary and Joseph brought week-old Jesus to the 
temple. He was physical proof that God was keeping His promises made centuries ago. 
Firstborn males had to be consecrated to God because He had spared them at the time 
of the exodus. In our Psalm today, God promises redemption for His people, and in 
Christ we are His chosen people, holy and dearly loved, as Paul writes in the Epistle. 
Today is the Sunday after Christmas, and we focus on how we exhibit love, forgiveness, 
and peace, thanking God for His promises kept. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION   “Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring”              J.S. Bach 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 
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OPENING SONG            “Joy To The World (Unspeakable Joy)” 
Joy to the world!  The Lord is come; Let earth receive her King. 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; Let all their songs employ. 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

(Bridge)     Joy, unspeakable joy!  An overflowing well; No tongue can tell! 
Joy, unspeakable joy!  It rises in my soul, never lets me go! 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love. 
(Repeat Bridge) 

CCLI Song # 5607039; Words and Music by Isaac Watts, George Frederic Handel, Christ Tomlin, Ed Cash and Matt Gilder, © worshiptogether.com songs / sixsteps Music / Vamos 
Publishing / Alletrop Music / Ryan House Music; All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 759305 

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Heavenly Father, although You have called us as Your own 

people, dearly loved, we confess that we have failed to forgive 
one another as You have forgiven us. We have neglected to 
reflect Your love at home, school, and work. We have let discord 
and conflict drown out the peace that You have given us in 
Christ. We have failed to thank You for Your great love in our 
private prayers and with our outward words and actions. Forgive 
us for Jesus’ sake, and guide us by Your Holy Spirit so that our 
lives may reflect the love with which You surround us by grace 
each day. 

P: Rejoice! By God’s love, He gives us forgiveness as a gift for the sake of 
His Son, whose birth we celebrate. The Holy Spirit clothes us with the very 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience the Father 
expects. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
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Son and of the Holy Spirit. Freely have you received God’s love; freely 
give it as a gift to all you meet. 

C: Amen! 
 
SONG OF PRAISE         “Midnight Clear (Love Song)” 

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold. 
Peace on the earth, good will to men from heaven’s all gracious King. 
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heavenly music floats through all the weary world; 
And man at war with man, hears not the love song which they bring. 
O hush the noise and cease the strife and hear the angels sing. 
 

(Chorus) Glory to God in the highest! Glory to God evermore! 
Good news, great joy for all! Melody breaks through the silence: 
Christ the Savior is born! Jesus, the love song of God! (Repeat Chorus) 
 

Jesus the love song of God! 
 

(Ending) It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old 
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold. 

 
CCLI Song # 7050418 | Words by E. H. Sears, ChrisTomlin, Ed Cash and Jonas Myrin | Music by R.S. Willis, Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash and Jonas Myrin | © 2015 Capitol CMG Paragon ǀ 

S.D.G. Publishing ǀ Sixsteps Songs ǀ Son of the Lion  | Worship Together Music ǀ Alletrop Music 
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved.  CCLI License #759305 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, Your love knows no bounds, and so You 

sent Your Son that we might be Your children. 
C: Enliven our faith so that we may give the gift of Your love to all 

whom we meet; help us to love them, forgive them, and sing 
Your praises with them; 

P: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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 SERVICE OF THE WORD   
 

 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                           Exodus 13: 1-3, 11-15 (p.55)  
(Every firstborn Israelite male must be redeemed, remembering the exodus.) 

1The Lord said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to 
open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” 3Then 
Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the Lord brought you out from this place. 
11“When the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and 
your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12you shall set apart to the Lord all that first opens 
the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the Lord's. 13Every 
firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall 
break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14And when in 
time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a 
strong hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15For when 
Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the 
Lord all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 

EPISTLE                                                          Colossians 3:12-17 (p.984)  
(“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.”) 

12Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
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RESPONSE                   “O Come, Let Us Adore Him”              TOSB 262; vs.1-3 
1.   O come, let us adore Him; O come, let us adore Him; 
 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

2. For He alone is worthy; For He alone is worthy; 
 For He alone is worthy, Christ the Lord. 
 

3. For Jesus is our Savior; For Jesus is our savior; 
 For Jesus is our savior, Christ the Lord. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                              Luke 2:22-40 (p.857) 

(Simeon and Anna praise God when they see the baby Jesus in the temple.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
22And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of 
the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and 
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name 
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27And he came 
in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God 
and said, 29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your 
word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 
Israel.” 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for 
the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will 
pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from 
when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not 
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming 
up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who 
were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39And when they had performed 
everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own 
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town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the 
favor of God was upon him. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY        “Love Came Down at Christmas”                     LW 46 

 
 

Christina G. Rossetti, 1830-94 | Text & tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON                               "A New Resolution"                Colossians 3:12-17 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 
NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose 
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again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe 
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not 
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use 
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of 
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
VOLUNTARY               “Love Came Down at Christmas”                   Lani Smith            
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. Lord God, we praise You for sending Your Son in 
our flesh to fulfill the Law on our behalf. We thank You that although we 
sin much, He is our righteousness and peace. Thank You for the countless 
blessings You have given this past year — for the whole of our lives, our 
well-being and that You do not withhold from us Your saving Word. Teach 
us to number our days so that the blessings and distractions of this life 
never turn our hearts from You. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
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P: Eternal God, You have been our dwelling place in every generation, but 
our years pass quickly. As this year draws to a close, prepare our hearts 
for Your Son’s return. Forgive the sins of this past year — those we know 
and those unknown to us. Heal any division in our families, friendships 
and in this church, and keep us faithful to Christ our Lord in the coming 
year, repentant of our sins and confident in His mercy and truth. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious Father, calm the hearts of those who look to the future with 

foreboding or fear, rather than with confidence and hope. For all who face 
illness, pain and suffering, and those to whom death draws near, give the 
peace that only You can give. We pray especially for Bren Ellison, Virginia 
Moore, Mark Stefanos, and Libby Voigtmann.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: O God, whose praise is sung by all creation, we give thanks for the gift of 

music and for the musicians whose discipline, skill and love for You lead 
us to sing Your praise. Let the Word of Christ ever dwell in us richly, so 
that Your Church is filled with joyful songs. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: O God, bless this land in the new year. Give us honest work, effective 

education and leaders of good character. Save us from violence and 
discord, bringing a common purpose and harmony where there is division. 
As we elect new officials in the coming year, guide us to make wise 
decisions and establish policies and laws that serve the common good. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Lord Jesus, by Your incarnation You joined divinity to humanity and 

humanity to divinity. Keep far from us all doubts about You, knowing that 
as the God-Man You have won our salvation. Give us faith in Your 
promises, and make us worthy, through simple faith, to eat and drink 
Your body and blood for our forgiveness. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we 

pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever who taught 
us to pray:   
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THE LORD'S PRAYER                                                               (tune: LSB 366) 
Our Father, Lord, on heav'ns high throne, Most holy be Your name. 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done On earth—in heav'n the same. 
Give us this day the food we need; Forgiven may we be; 

Into temptation do not lead; From evil set us free. 
 

Yours is the kingdom; unto You In grateful love we bow; 
And Yours the pow'r, Lord, let us view Your mighty presence now. 

The glory Yours; Your praise be sung By angel hosts and men  
In ev'ry land, by ev'ry tongue Forevermore!  Amen. 

 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and 
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood.” We prepare to receive what 
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink 
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.  

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                              (tune: LSB 358) 

O Lamb of God, You take away, The sin of all; now hear us pray, 
And grant us from our sin release; Have mercy on us!  Grant us peace! 

 
(The congregation may be seated.) 

 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed 
in the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity 
and recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord 
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is truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament 
God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of 
responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully 
share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time 
of prayer on the many blessings God has given you.  If you have any questions, please 
see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats 
and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29)  For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is 
also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
 

Note: During distribution, one of our pastors will be in the back of the church for a time 
of individual prayer with anyone desiring. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “Once in Royal David’s City”                         LSB 376 
 

“Let All Together Praise Our God"             LSB 389; vs.1-5 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS       “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”                  LSB 937 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–2): © 1969, 1989 OCP Publications; (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 
Tune: Public domain 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach 
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who 
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’ 
 
CLOSING HYMN           "O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                      LSB 733 
 
POSTLUDE                                 “St. Anne”                     
 

 

Please join us  
in Fellowship Hall 

for our 

New Year’s Brunch 
Pot-Bless 

  

Hosted by Hope’s Fellowship Ministry Team 



 

 

 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we join together on this the 1st Sunday after Christmas. As a 

general rule, the church year will have either one or two Sundays after 

Christmas pending on the calendar. This day we mark Jesus’ 

presentation in the temple and the response of Simeon whose words 

form the basis of the “Nunc Dimittis” we sing following Communion.  The 

color of the day is WHITE~ the color of purity of Him who is full of grace 

and truth. 

 

A REMINDER: PLEASE take home your poinsettias following worship today.   

 

EVE OF NEW YEARS EVE: Join us TODAY following our 9:15 worship for a special brunch 

hosted by our Fellowship Ministry Team. 

 

MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday 

morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com) 

and going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning 

messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.    
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE: will be CLOSED tomorrow, December 31st and 

Tuesday, January 1st for the New Year’s holiday. It will re-open on 

Wednesday, January 2nd at 9:00AM. In the event of a pastoral emergency, 

please contact Pastor Pfeffer at 813-752-1164 (home) or 813-416-2373 (cell). 

 

ATTENTION QUILTERS: Please note that we will NOT meet TOMORROW, December 31st.  
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL: for Frank Dahlke took place this past Friday in 

Sandusky, Ohio. Pastor Pfeffer officiated the service and internment for 

our brother in Christ this past week. A memorial service will take place 

here at Hope on Saturday, January 5th at 11:00AM. Please continue to 

keep the Dahlke family in your prayers.   
 

INSTALLATION: of those elected to serve on any of our ministry teams or 

as officers of our congregation for 2019, will take place on Sunday, 

January 6th at BOTH the 8:00 & 10:30 worship services. We pray God’s 

blessings as you begin (or continue) your ministry among us and give 

thanks to God for all who have served.  

hopeplantcity.com


 

 

 

PASTOR’S CLASS: Just a reminder that we will RESUME our study of “The 

Story” next Sunday at 9:15AM in Fellowship Hall. Please be sure to read in 

advance chapter 11 ”From Shepherd to King.” And please, don’t forget to 

bring your books! See Pastor Pfeffer if you need a book. 
 

OUCH!: We hate to mention it, but what goes up must come down. So, please 

plan ahead for January 6th following the 10:30 worship service when we will 

“undecorate” the sanctuary.  

 

LIVING HOPE & HOPE STUDIES: will return on Wednesday, January 9th for 

the winter quarter of classes and continue until the beginning of Lent in 

March. Please join us for this time of worship and study!   

 

ATTENTION OFFICERS & MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS: On Thursday, January 10th, we will ALL 

gather for our annual “All Ministry Teams Meeting” in Fellowship Hall at 

6:30PM. This meeting, as we have done in the past, will take the place 

of most of regular meetings for our teams in January (Elders will meet 

January 3rd). Please mark your calendars now and plan to attend and 

participate in this meeting as we plan for the year ahead.   

 

RETURNING FEBRUARY 3rd: A very special Cuban sandwich fundraiser to support 

our Spanish ministry. Order forms will be available for you to pre-order your 

Super Bowl Sunday sandwich soon. Also, that day, Pastor Miguel Sanabria, Jr. 

will assist in our morning worship.   
 

2019 FLOWER CHART: is posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex. We are limited to 2 

bouquets per Sunday. The cost is $15.00 per bouquet. Flowers may be 

placed for birthdays, anniversaries, and simply to the glory of God! 

Flowers may be taken home following 10:30 worship, or you may leave 

them to be shared by our pastors on shut in visits or hospital calls. MANY 

OPENINGS CURRENTLY EXIST—especially for January!  
 

URGENT FOOD BANK NEED: Our United Food Bank of Plant City is in DIRE need of non-

perishable food items (soups, vegetables, peanut butter, jelly, mac-n-cheese, etc.). Our 

shelves are getting bare. Please consider a special donation of groceries to the Food 

Bank. There is a BLUE barrel in the Narthex for you to place your 

donations. Also, at this time, our Food Bank is collecting turkeys so that 

others may be able to sit down to a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner with 

all the trimmings like you and me. If you are willing to donate a turkey 

or two, just bring them down to the Food Bank during the week.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tremendous thanks to you, our dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ, for your many thoughts, cards, and 
gifts to our family this Christmas season. Our Lord 
has blessed us with such an awesome Hope family. 
We could never ever thank you enough for your Spirit 
motivated love. So, suffice to say, we give thanks to 
God for each of you in our prayers. Thank you again 
from the bottom of our hearts! 
 

  Love, 

Pastor & Liz Pfeffer 
 

Un-decorating Party 
 

January 6 | 11:30AM 
 

Help us un-deck the halls! 



 

 

 

oss.ticketmaster.com/aps/bolts/EN/link/promotion/home/453d5d3339aac6c233efa90f78339450d10cc378


 

 

 

ADULTS 
THE STORY: The "Greatest Story Ever Told" is more than just a cliché. 
God goes to great lengths to rescue lost and hurting people. That is 
what The Story is all about—the story of the Bible, God’s great love 
affair with humanity. Condensed into 31 accessible chapters, The Story 
sweeps you into the unfolding progression of Bible characters and 
events from Genesis to Revelation. Using the clear, accessible text of 
the NIV Bible, it allows the stories, poems, and teachings of the Bible to 
read like a novel.  And like any good story, The Story is filled with 
intrigue, drama, conflict, romance, and redemption—and this story’s 
true! Meets in Fellowship Hall. Leader:  Pastor Pfeffer 
 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: From Corinth, Paul wrote a letter to Christians 
in Rome, whom he had never met. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
this piece of ancient writing, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, has 
become the most influential letter in the world. Why? Because God 
knew Christians in   every generation would live in similar places with 
colliding cultures and would need these words to guide their days. Join 
us in the study of God’s Word in the book of Romans and find relevant 
answers to many of life’s questions today.  Meets in the Conference 
Room.  Leader: Gloria Warner 

HIGH SCHOOL 
HIGH SCHOOL REAL WORLD: We live in a real world with very real 
problems. In the face of such “troubles," the Psalmist looks to our very 
real and very present God and we do, too. “God is our refuge and 
strength” (Psalm 46:1)! So, join us as we dive deeper into how our Real 
Present God provides us refuge and strength in the midst of all life’s 
troubles. Leader: Liz Pfeffer  

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MIDDLE SCHOOL SURVIVAL: Entering the world of middle school is 
scary and exciting. But with a little help from a book called The Middle 
School Survival Manual, it doesn’t have to be overwhelming. The Lord 
Your God is with you wherever you go (Joshua 1:9). With this manual 
learn to: Give grades a boost, Make testing as easy as 1, 2, 3, Live your 
faith at school, and lots more! Leader: Pastor Shea  
 

PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5 
THE STORY: Children will experience God's great love as His story 
comes to life! 31 engaging lessons for preschoolers through 
elementary children are formatted around relatable Scripture 
references, memory verses, and Bible themes.  
Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, Ellen Whitehurst 

  



 

 

 

Winter Worship Schedule 

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

WEDNESDAYS 

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies & Youth Group 

WEDNESDAYS AT HOPE, 6:30PM 
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 

Our Wednesday evening worship  continues this winter as we celebrate the 

goodness and mercy of our God in an alternative worship format and style. Holy 

Communion is celebrated each Wednesday. Join us for a relaxed, celebrative 

worship alternative! 

  

HOPE STUDIES 

In Paul's letter to the Christians at Philippi he encourages the 

people to live in a way worthy of the Gospel, put all our 

anxieties in the hands of our Lord, trusting Him to supply us 

with His peace, and trust God to meet all of our physical and 

spiritual needs according to His glorious riches in Christ. Join 

John Koren in the Conference Room to discuss and share 

what God is teaching us as He taught the people of Philippi. 

.   

  

(Resumes January 6th) 



 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM 
 

Topics for this month: 
 

January 6: "The Word Turned Toward" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

People use their words to build bonds of trust with people they love. In Jesus, God 

does the same-He turns His Word toward us. (John 1:1-18) 

 

January 13: "Reason to Believe" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Do you have a reason to believe that everyone should believe what you believe? John 

did. Come and see. (John 1:19-51) 

 

January 20: "My Delight is in Her" 

YOUTH DATES 
 

December 31—New Year's Eve Party, 8:00PM-12:00AM 

January 16— Youth Group, 6:30PM 

January 23— Youth-led Worship, 6:30PM 

January 30—Youth Group, 6:30PM 

Grades 6 through 12—friends are always welcome! 

Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com 
 

mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com


 

 

 



 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:  LEADERS:   
Andy Anderson Dorothy Maltzahn Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer Hope Staff Our Armed Forces 

Diane Bates Liz Miller Pastor Shea Pennington Hope’s Ministries Our Nation 
Bonnie Genrich Mark Stefanos LCMS Synod & District  Our 1st Responders 

 Tom Thomas    

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Pat Bender family mourning tragic death of Edgemon-Strawn family 
family of Lorie Kahn  
Gordon Long cancer 
family of Paige Snyder grandmother, Mary Sue & son, Austin Carlson 
  

CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Bren Ellison rehab; broken hip; recovering from surgery 
Scarlett & Savannah Gembala mourning the death of their grandfather 
Harold friend of Russell Mihoch—hospitalized  
Chris Ivey father of Keaira Griffin’s friend—serious health concerns 
Brad & Judy Landis & family mourning death of Brad’s mother 
 friend of Ron & Tracy MacDonald—healing & guidance  
Dennis Mansell ex-husband of Christine Mansell—anticipating leg amputation 
Virginia Moore health concerns 
Yvonne Pfenning sister-in-law of Bryan Pfenning—health concerns  
Flint & Sandy Seth family mourning death of Sandy’s father, Frank Dahlke 
Mark Stefanos health concerns 
Libby Voigtmann health concerns 
  

BATTLING CANCER: Bob Broshelle Marcus Elam Jean Marie Mactye Abbey Sedlacek 

Tom Battling Alice Correia Tim Griffie Pat Mailloux Judy Strait 
Herb Bayer Austin Dobbs Jerry Gross Mari Jeannie Lee Taylor 
Laura Blake Ginnie Donaldson JoAnne Hayashi Bruce McConnell Rick Ward 

CanDee Brandon Casey Doyle Barry Himmel Mary Ann Pitre Mr. Wells 
John Brom Jace Driggers Dale Jarvis John Rademacher Millie Wetz 
Laura Brom Kori Dunke Lucille Luedke Alan Rauner Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Stephen & Lorrie Daniell—R Brad Landis Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Stephanie Enloe—R Bobby Martin Justin Rappa 

Zachary Bennett Joshua Gross Aaron Morley Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Brandon Hastings Stephen Olliff—R Caleb Strand 

Trevor Dahlke—R  Donnie Pittman Mike Szostkiewicz—R 
 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 



 

 

 
 
 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (12/30/2018) ARE: 
Bell Ringer   9:15/Abby Aigner 
Acolyte    9:15/Andrew MacDonald 
Lector    9:15/Nora Trivunovich 
Elder on Duty   9:15/Mike McMinn 
Communion Assistant  9:15/Mike McMinn 
Flowers   T. Warner family 
Offerings   Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner  
Ushers    Team 1 
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  
Todd & Cathie Warner 

 
 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (1/6/2019) ARE: 
Bell Ringer   10:30/Jalyn Aigner 
Acolyte    10:30/Tristan Mercier 
Lector    8:00/Gloria Warner; 10:30/Jim Drapp 
Elder on Duty   8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Mike McMinn 
Communion Assistant  8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Mike McMinn 
Flowers   open 
Offerings   Dale & Jonie Wenzel 
Ushers    Team 2 

8:00/Tom Whitehurst,* Carl Bergner, Harold Hastings, James Tennyson; 
10:30/Nick Trivunovich,* Alex Drapp, Jim Drapp, Ken Hartmann 

 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF JANUARY: 
Altar Guild   Cindy Petersen 
Nurse  Janet Reitzel 
 

 
 

 
 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


