HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD

Welcome to Hope
SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship
9:15AM—Family Bible Hour
4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship
6:30PM—Hope Studies
6:30PM—Youth Group

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus”
We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this
weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran
Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name
and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a
“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we
realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason
there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are
available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag
following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all
activities at Hope in the week ahead!
IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please
refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc.
Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our
worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just
as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your
use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the
pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be
appreciated! Thank you!

Hope: Anchored in Christ
Please turn off or silence your
cell phone and NO food or
drinks in the Sanctuary.

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us
as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day.

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

December 23, 2018

Activities This Week at Hope:
Sunday 12/23

9:15
10:30
4:00

Monday 12/24
6:30
10:30
Tuesday 12/25
10:30
Wednesday 12/26
Thursday 12/27
Friday 12/28
Sunday 12/30

9:15
10:30
4:00

Christmas Program: Carol & the Belles
Hope Family Christmas Brunch
Spanish Worship w/Communion
Winter Break, Hillsborough County (24-4)
Christmas Eve | Church Office Closed
Candlelight Worship
Candlelight Worship w/Communion
Winter Break, Hillsborough County (24-4)
Christmas | Church Office Closed
Christmas Worship w/Communion
Winter Break, Hillsborough County (24-4)
No Wednesday Activities
Winter Break, Hillsborough County (24-4)
Winter Break, Hillsborough County (24-4)
Worship w/Communion
New Year’s Brunch Pot-Bless
Spanish Worship w/Communion

Worship Attendance/Communion:
Wednesday, December 12, 2018
Advent Worship: 4:30: 28
Advent Worship: 6:30: 48

Sunday, December 16, 2018:
Worship: 8:00: 64/62 10:30: 86
FBH: Adults: 47 Youth: 8 Children: 0
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 36/20
Offerings—General Fund: $7,844.25

Stewardship Perspective:
Luke 1:45 – “And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her from the Lord.” The Lord always fulfills what He promises. We can be certain of
that, and He has proven it over and over again. This faith in the Lord’s own faithfulness is what
gives us the courage to follow the Lord’s commands in the face of the world’s anger and
resistance. The same faithfulness in God gave Mary the courage to carry on in her seemingly
embarrassed circumstances.
Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!

December 23, 2018

AS WE GATHER
In the Holy Gospel, Mary, already pregnant with Jesus, meets with her aunt Elizabeth.
Elizabeth is pregnant with the one who will be called John the Baptist. Still in his
mother’s womb, John recognizes Jesus at the voice of His mother. Jesus’ incarnation is
so profound that it reaches even the unborn. Likewise, Jesus’ resurrection is so powerful
that it reaches even the dead. All human creatures, no matter in what stage of
humanity, are loved by this Jesus. And He is coming soon.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELLS
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Hope Ringers

The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.
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OPENING SONG
“Midnight Clear (Love Song)”
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old
From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold.
Peace on the earth, good will to men from heaven’s all gracious King.
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats through all the weary world;
And man at war with man, hears not the love song which they bring.
O hush the noise and cease the strife and hear the angels sing.
(Chorus) Glory to God in the highest! Glory to God evermore!

Good news, great joy for all! Melody breaks through the silence:
Christ the Savior is born! Jesus, the love song of God! (repeat Chorus)
Jesus the love song of God!
(Ending) It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold.
CCLI Song # 7050418 | Words by E. H. Sears, ChrisTomlin, Ed Cash and Jonas Myrin | Music by R.S. Willis, Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash and Jonas Myrin | © 2015 Capitol CMG Paragon ǀ
S.D.G. Publishing ǀ Sixsteps Songs ǀ Son of the Lion | Worship Together Music ǀ Alletrop Music
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License #759305

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
P:
Alleluia! Christ is coming soon!
C:
He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia!
P:
Blessed is the fruit of Mary’s womb!
C:
He shall stand and shepherd His flock in the strength of the Lord!
P:
His flock shall dwell secure.
C:
And He will be their peace.
P:
My soul magnifies the Lord,
C:
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
P:
Alleluia! Christ is coming soon!
C:
He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia!
P:
In the season of Advent we prepare for Jesus to come. Sometimes in our
preparations we lose sight of God’s grace. Sometimes we are so desperate
for God’s approval we think we can earn His favor by doing more, by
being better, or by scheming in just the right way. Despite God’s
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C:

P:

C:

unconditional love, we still try to earn our way into security and salvation.
We turn to the Lord for forgiveness. (Silence for reflection.) Heavenly Father,
we confess that we have not trusted Your Word of forgiveness,
life, and salvation. We have questioned if we are truly forgiven.
We have doubted the new life we now live. We have distrusted
Your way of salvation. Restore us, O God. Let Your face shine,
that we may be saved!
God’s ways are not our ways. Despite our continued failures and our
inability to trust as we ought, Christ’s death and resurrection for Your
forgiveness remains effective, and it always will. Hear these words of
forgiveness for they are from Christ Himself: As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. We have been sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.

 LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 

P:

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

On the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new candle each week. We
mark the four candles with these four words: hope, peace, joy, and love.
Jesus Christ is the hope of the nations.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word
Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word
Jesus Christ is the source of all joy.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word
Jesus Christ is the Lord of love.
We wait for the Lord, and in His Word
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do we hope.
do we rest.
do we rejoice.
His love finds us.

HYMN
“The King Shall Come to Bring Us Love”
(tune: LSB 348)
The King shall come to bring us love, To share His life and light!
He came, a child from heav’n above. He’ll come again in might!
We light this candle filled with awe At all the Lord has done!
Since we could never keep God’s Law, Christ kept it as the Son.
Text: Andrew R. Jones. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

 SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Micah 5:2-5a (p.779)
(The ruler of Israel shall come from Bethlehem.)

OLD TESTAMENT READING

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is
from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she
who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of
Israel. 4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall
be great to the ends of the earth. 5And he shall be their peace.
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L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL
P:
C:

(Mary visits Elizabeth.)

Luke 1:39-45 (p.856)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
(Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah,
and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth
heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother
of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that
39
40
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there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 46And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has
looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will
call me blessed; 49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his
name. 50And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He
has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
hearts; 52he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of
humble estate; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent
away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55as he
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 56And Mary remained
with her about three months and returned to her home.

P:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord!
(Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY

“Mary Did You Know”

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters?
Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?
This Child that you delivered, will soon deliver you.
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would give sight to the blind man?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would calm a storm with His hand?
Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod,
And when you kiss your little baby, you’ve kissed the face of God?
(Bridge) Oh, the blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again.

The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the Lamb.

Oh, Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations?
Did you know that your baby boy is heaven’s perfect Lamb,
And the sleeping Child you’re holding, is the great— I Am?
CCLI Song # 839225 | Words by Mark Lowry | Music by Buddy Green © 1991, 1993 Rufus Music | Word Music, LLC
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 759305
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Hope Lutheran Church presents

Created by Steve Moore • Rob Howard • David Guthrie | All songs Words and Music by Rob Howard | Published by Little Big Stuff Music | © 2018 Little Big Stuff Music, LLC

“Christmas at the Drive-In”
“Order Up”
“We Just Can’t Wait Any Longer”
“The Promised One”
“Suddenly”
“We’re Gonna Follow That Star”
“Birth of Jesus Medley”
O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.
Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
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Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains:
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
This, this is Christ, the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary!
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

“Carol and the Belles Curtain Calls”

OFFERING PRAYER
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen.
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along.
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day.

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes.

VOLUNTARY

“We’re Gonna Follow That Star”
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their need. Almighty God, we praise You that by Your Holy
Spirit, Elizabeth greeted Mary as “the mother of my Lord” while the
unborn John leaped with joy in the presence of Your Son in Mary’s womb.
Increase in us Your Spirit, that our faith may bear fruit in abundance.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Almighty God, we praise You that, from their conception, You prepared
prophets to proclaim Your truth. Even so, we pray that You would prepare
servants of the Word today to preach Your saving Gospel with faithfulness
and power. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Almighty God, we praise You that by Your kind providence, You create
new life. Preserve all pregnant women and the children in their wombs.
Bring to repentance all who would take the lives of the unborn, and foster
the work of crisis pregnancy centers and others who aid and encourage
women to keep their babies. Remember in mercy all who serve in public
office in our land, granting them wisdom, courage and integrity. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Almighty God, we praise You that You are Father to the fatherless and
that You provide for the poor when all others have forgotten them.
Graciously watch over the hungry, the poor and the unemployed. Move us
to serve You in showing mercy to all those in need, near and far. Comfort
the grieving, heal the sick and grant faith to the dying. We pray especially
for Bren Ellison, Virginia Moore, Mark Stefanos, and Libby Voigtmann. Lord,
in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Almighty God, we praise You that You give us strength and eyes of
opportunity O Lord, to go into our community to family and friends with
great boldness to share Your love and invite, invite, invite others to join us
as we come before Your manger bed this Christmas. This Christmas Lord,
may we truly join You on Your mission. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
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P:
C:

Into Your hands, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever who taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our
purpose. Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In
Jesus name. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P:
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C:
Amen.
P:
C:

We are now entering the mission field!
‘Here am I! Send me!’

CLOSING HYMN

"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357; vs. 1,3,5,7

Hope Ringers

Please join us
in Fellowship Hall for our
Hope Family Christmas Brunch
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Christmas Eve, December 24th
6:30PM—Candlelight Worship
10:30PM—Candlelight Worship
w/Communion

Christmas Day, December 25th
10:30AM—Christmas Worship
w/Communion

Connecting Points
TODAY: we conclude this beautiful season of Advent. The season of Advent is comprised
of the four consecutive Sundays leading up to Christmas. The theme of this season is to
1) prepare us to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior once again
and, 2) remind us that we must be ready for that Day when our Lord
returns. One of the symbols of the Advent season is the Advent wreath
with its five candles. Each week another candle will be lit and on
Christmas the Christ Candle (Center) is lit. Advent is a season of hope
and anticipation. The color of the season is BLUE~ the color of both
hope and anticipation.
WHAT’S THAT?: Because our presentation of “Carol and the Belles” is set in the 1950’s,
Pastor Pfeffer is wearing the traditional pastoral vestments of the
1950’s. He is wearing a cassock (black) and a surplice (white) that
belonged to his sainted pastor. The black is a symbol of our sin, and
the white as it covers the black, is a reminder of our baptism into Christ
that covers our sin.
TREMENDOUS THANKS: this Lord’s day to the many participants of our
presentation of “Carol & the Belles.” Special thanks to our Christian
Growth Ministry Team for their leadership and direction, Bren Ellison for
making the poodle skirts, Tim Matthews for the sets, and of course,
thanks to all who participated.
INVITES ARE HERE: That’s right, once again today, you will receive Christmas invites for
you to share with family, friends, neighbors, etc. Again, we cannot
emphasize enough that this is the time of year people who are either
unchurched or de-churched are most open to your invitation to come
to church. Be sure to take those opportunities that God WILL give you
to share the real meaning of the season! After all, it’s ALL about Jesus!
LOVE OFFERING: will be received THIS MORNING following our morning worship services.
This special love offering is to support our United Food Bank of Plant City. In past years,
this offering has been done as a part of our Children/Youth Christmas service. Please,
help us to help those in our community less fortunate. Last year our
food bank again distributed OVER 1 MILLION pounds of groceries to
those in need. Your prayers, gifts, and support are needed for this vital
ministry in our community. This offering is designated to the Children’s
Nutrition Program which provides breakfast and lunch items to children
when school is not in session.

MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday
morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com)
and going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning
messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.
BAPTIZED: in the name of Christ this morning was Drew Walker Chandler,
son of Christopher & Morgan Chandler. Sponsors are Nick & Nora, John,
and Meghan Trivunovich.
"I have called you by name, you are mine." Isaiah 43
CHRISTIAN LOVE & SYMPATHY: to the family of Flint & Sandy Seth as they
mourn the death of Sandy's father and longtime Hope member Frank
Dahlke. Frank loved and served his Lord here at Hope for many years as
an usher and on the former Evangelism team (now Missions &
Outreach). We give thanks to God for the opportunity to have walked
this side of heaven with Frank. A memorial service will take place at a later date. Please
keep Flint & Sandy in your thoughts and prayers for resurrection comfort during this
time. Expressions of love, sympathy and encouragement can be sent to Flint & Sandy at
138 Country Lane, Plant City, FL 33565.
"Blessed in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints."
HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS: Please note that the church office will be CLOSED on
December 24th and 25th and will be on limited hours the rest of that week.
ATTENTION QUILTERS: Please note that we will NOT meet on December 24th or 31st.
EVE OF NEW YEARS EVE: Join us next Sunday, December 30th following our
9:15 worship (with Communion) for a special brunch hosted by our
Fellowship Ministry Team. Please bring a “brunch” item to share. Please note
there is only one morning worship at 9:15 next Sunday. Our regular Sunday
schedule resumes January 6th.
INSTALLATION: of those elected to serve on any of our ministry teams or
as officers of our congregation for 2019, will take place on Sunday,
January 6th at BOTH the 8:00 & 10:30 worship services. We pray God’s
blessings as you begin (or continue) your ministry among us and give
thanks to God for all who have served.
OUCH!: We hate to mention it, but what goes up must come down. So, please
plan ahead for January 6th following the 10:30 worship service when we will
“undecorate” the sanctuary.

LIVING HOPE & HOPE STUDIES: will return on Wednesday, January 9th for
the winter quarter of classes and continue until the beginning of Lent in
March. Please join us for this time of worship and study!
ATTENTION OFFICERS & MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS: On Thursday, January 10th, we will ALL
gather for our annual “All Ministry Teams Meeting” in Fellowship Hall at
6:30PM. This meeting, as we have done in the past, will take the place
of most of regular meetings for our teams in January (Elders will meet
January 3rd). Please mark your calendars now and plan to attend and
participate in this meeting as we plan for the year ahead.
2019 FLOWER CHART: is posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex. We are limited to 2
bouquets per Sunday. The cost is $15.00 per bouquet. Flowers may be
placed for birthdays, anniversaries, and simply to the glory of God!
Flowers may be taken home following 10:30 worship, or you may leave
them to be shared by our pastors on shut in visits or hospital calls.
URGENT FOOD BANK NEED: Our United Food Bank of Plant City is in DIRE need of nonperishable food items (soups, vegetables, peanut butter, jelly, mac-n-cheese, etc.). Our
shelves are getting bare. Please consider a special donation of groceries to the Food
Bank. There is a BLUE barrel in the Narthex for you to place your
donations. Also, at this time, our Food Bank is collecting turkeys so that
others may be able to sit down to a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner with
all the trimmings like you and me. If you are willing to donate a turkey
or two, just bring them down to the Food Bank during the week.
AN OFFERING OF LOVE: Hope member Bette J. Lafferty, now living in Boerne,
Texas, published her first book entitled: An Offering of Love; it is available on
Amazon.com. As T.S. Eliot said, “Only those who risk going too far can
possibly find out how far they can go.” Well, thank the Lord and EA Book
Publishing, she did it with the endorsement of Debora M. Coty, awardwinning author of over 40 books.
NURSE NEEDED: The Pregnancy Care Center of Plant City is currently
accepting applications for the position of Registered Nurse. If interested,
please call our center at 813-759-0886. Resumes may be submitted to
Executive Director Sandi Nelson at snelson@pccpc.net.
SPECIAL OFFER FROM LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND: They (LCEF) are
currently offering a SPECIAL 40-month investment note at 4% interest for as little
as $500 or up to $40,000. HOWEVER, you must act quickly. To apply, contact
LCEF.org/40 month.

Chrismons once again adorn the trees in our chancel thanks to the many hands who lovingly
decorate our church and make it so warm and inviting. The word Chrismon is a contraction of the
two words—Christ and Monogram. A Chrismon Tree decorated with symbols from Christian history
tells a story of the true meaning of Christmas.
Shell—Signified the Baptism of Christ
Jerusalem Cross—A symbol of the Crusades
Descending Dove—Represents the Holy Spirit
Stylized Fish—Early Christians used the fish as an easily made and recognized symbol.
Sun—A symbol of the Son of Righteousness
Fleur de Lis—The flower of the virgin Mary
Butterfly—A symbol of New Life and The Resurrection
I.H.S.—The first three letters of Jesus in Greek.
Anchor Cross—An early symbol meaning steadfastness and hope
Shepherd's Crook—A cross, hung with Alpha and Omega to show that this staff refers to the
Good Shepherd.
The Fish—Use of the Fish as a symbol for early Christians developed because the letters of the
Greek word for fish, Ichthus, formed and acrostic on the phrase Jesus Christ, Son of God,
Savior.
Three Entwined Circles—A symbol for the Holy Trinity
The Crown—A symbol of the Kingship of Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
Chi Rho with Alpha and Omega—The Chi Rho is the oldest monogram of Christ. The Alpha and
Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, thus the beginning and end are
symbolic.

The two trees on the floor of the church are the
Hope Family trees. These are the trees that hold
the many beautiful Chrismons described left. These
trees also have a Christmas ball with the name of
a Hope Family member. Each family of Hope is
represented by one of the clear balls on the trees.
The trees by the altar are known as the: Sinners’
tree (lectern side) and the Saints’ tree (pulpit side).
The Sinners’ tree is decorated with 33 red balls, to remind of the forbidden
fruit of which God commanded Adam & Eve not to eat and also is the age
of our Lord at the time of His death on the cross. The ribbon through the tree
is a reminder to us of the serpent—Satan who tempted Adam & Eve to eat
of the fruit.
On the Saints’ tree, you will find 33 white decorations representing the purity
of our Lord. The three white streamers remind us of the grace we receive
from our Triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit and the lights are symbolic
of Christ, who is the Light of the world.

Please join us...

Sunday, December 30
9:15AM—Worship w/Communion
10:30AM—New Year’s Brunch
Pot-Bless
Please bring a breakfast-type
dish to share.
Hosted by Hope’s Fellowship Ministry Team

ADULTS
GOD WITH US: our study these next few weeks will be based on our
Wednesday Advent Worship theme. In this study we will explore the
biblical backgrounds of Christ as our Potter, Shepherd, Living Branch
and Guide. This study will assist us to see that the Immanuel foretold
and born so long ago is still present with us now.

Leader: Pastor Pfeffer

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: From Corinth, Paul wrote a letter to Christians
in Rome, whom he had never met. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
this piece of ancient writing, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, has
become the most influential letter in the world. Why? Because God
knew Christians in every generation would live in similar places with
colliding cultures and would need these words to guide their days. Join
us in the study of God’s Word in the book of Romans and find relevant
answers to many of life’s questions today. Meets in the Conference
Room. Leader: Gloria Warner
HIGH SCHOOL
HIGH SCHOOL REAL WORLD: We live in a real world with very real
problems. In the face of such “troubles," the Psalmist looks to our very
real and very present God and we do, too. “God is our refuge and
strength” (Psalm 46:1)! So, join us as we dive deeper into how our Real
Present God provides us refuge and strength in the midst of all life’s
troubles. Leader: Liz Pfeffer
MIDDLE SCHOOL
MIDDLE SCHOOL SURVIVAL: Entering the world of middle school is
scary and exciting. But with a little help from a book called The Middle
School Survival Manual, it doesn’t have to be overwhelming. The Lord
Your God is with you wherever you go (Joshua 1:9). With this manual
learn to: Give grades a boost, Make testing as easy as 1, 2, 3, Live your
faith at school, and lots more! Leader: Pastor Shea
PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5
THE STORY: Children will experience God's great love as His story
comes to life! 31 engaging lessons for preschoolers through
elementary children are formatted around relatable Scripture
references, memory verses, and Bible themes.

Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, Ellen Whitehurst

YOUTH DATES
December 31—New Year's Eve Party, 8:00PM-12:00AM
January 16— Youth Group, 6:30PM
January 23— Youth-led Worship, 6:30PM
January 30—Youth Group, 6:30PM

Grades 6 through 12—friends are always welcome!
Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM

Topics for this month:
December 30: "A Long Good-Bye"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Dean Nadasdy
As the year come to a close, we likely have regrets and guilt. We can beat ourselves
up over work left undone, but Jesus Christ has assured us that He is your hope. His
grace is more than sufficient to take us into another year and give us peace.
(Luke 2:27-32)

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
SHUT-INS:
Andy Anderson
Diane Bates
Bonnie Genrich

Dorothy Maltzahn
Liz Miller
Mark Stefanos
Tom Thomas

LEADERS:
Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer
Pastor Shea Pennington
LCMS Synod & District

Hope Staff
Hope’s Ministries

Our Armed Forces
Our Nation
Our 1st Responders

Family and Friends of Hope
NEW REQUESTS:
Bren Ellison
Harold

hospitalized; broken hip; recovering from surgery
friend of Russell Mihoch—hospitalized
friend of Ron & Tracy MacDonald—healing & guidance
ex-husband of Christine Mansell—anticipating (above knee) leg amputation
mourning death of Sandy’s father, Frank Dahlke

Dennis Mansell
Flint & Sandy Seth family
CURRENT REQUESTS:
Beverly
friend of Jesilynn Pfeffer—health concerns
Scarlett & Savannah Gembala mourning the death of their grandfather
Chris Ivey
father of Keaira Griffin’s friend—serious health concerns
Brad & Judy Landis & family
mourning death of Brad’s mother
Virginia Moore
health concerns
Stephanie Peart
vertigo
Yvonne Pfenning
sister-in-law of Bryan Pfenning—health concerns
Mark Stefanos
health concerns
Brenda Stone
health concerns
Libby Voigtmann
health concerns
Chuck Wigand
recovering
Bob Broshelle
Marcus Elam
Jean Marie Mactye
Abbey Sedlacek
BATTLING CANCER:
Tom Battling
Alice Correia
Tim Griffie
Pat Mailloux
Judy Strait
Herb Bayer
Austin Dobbs
Jerry Gross
Mari
Jeannie Lee Taylor
Laura Blake
Ginnie Donaldson
JoAnne Hayashi
Bruce McConnell
Rick Ward
CanDee Brandon
Casey Doyle
Barry Himmel
Mary Ann Pitre
Mr. Wells
John Brom
Jace Driggers
Dale Jarvis
John Rademacher
Millie Wetz
Laura Brom
Kori Dunke
Lucille Luedke
Alan Rauner
Heather Whitehurst

Serving in the Military
Zachary Allen
Alex Almaguer
Zachary Bennett
Matt Bracken
Trevor Dahlke—R

Stephen & Lorrie Daniell—R
Stephanie Enloe—R
Joshua Gross
Erika Grosskopf
Brandon Hastings

(R—Reserves)

Brad Landis
Bobby Martin
Aaron Morley
Stephen Olliff—R
Donnie Pittman

Derek Quackenbush
Justin Rappa
Ryan Sonnenberg
Caleb Strand
Mike Szostkiewicz—R

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks.

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.”
1Corinthians 4:1
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (12/23/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Drew Chandler
Elder on Duty
9:15/Lonnie Bertsch
Flowers
Kemp family
Offerings
Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner
Ushers
Team 1

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Cindy Kemp in memory of Joe Kemp
SERVING OUR LORD THIS CHRISTMAS EVE (12/24/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
6:30/Alex Attalla; 10:30/Kaylee Greatens
Crucifer
6:30/Kristin Reagin; 10:30/Kristin Reagin
Torch Bearers
6:30/Lana Hartmann & Yulia Hartmann;
10:30/ Lana Hartmann & Yulia Hartmann
Acolyte
6:30/Bryan Greatens; 10:30/Keaira Griffin
Lector
6:30/Patrick Griffin; 10:30/Gloria Warner
Elder on Duty
6:30/Brian Heipp; 10:30/Todd Warner
Communion Assistant
10:30/Todd Warner
Flowers
D. Walkenhorst family
Offerings
Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner
Ushers
Team 2
SERVING OUR LORD THIS CHRISTMAS DAY (12/25/2018) ARE:
Lector
10:30/John Koren
Elder on Duty
10:30/Mike McMinn
Flowers
D. Walkenhorst family
Offerings
Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner
Ushers
Team 3
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (12/30/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Abby Aigner
Acolyte
9:15/Thomas Goethe
Lector
9:15/Nora Trivunovich
Elder on Duty
9:15/Mike McMinn
Communion Assistant
9:15/Mike McMinn
Flowers
T. Warner family
Offerings
Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner
Ushers
Team 1
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF DECEMBER:
Altar Guild
Yolanda Heipp
Nurse
Sally Kimbrell

