
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
9:15AM—Worship 

10:30AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

6:30PM—Youth Group 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 

House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship 
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We 

acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us 

as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran 

Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name 

and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a 

“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we 

realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason 

there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are 

available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag 

following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all 

activities at Hope in the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just 

as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your 

use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the 

pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be 

appreciated! Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



REFORMATION SUNDAY October 28, 2018 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 10/28  Reformation Sunday 
 9:15 Worship 
 10:30 Family Bible Hour (snacks: L. Pfeffer) 
 3:30 Winter Haven Circuit Reformation Celebration @ Grace, Winter Haven 

Monday 10/29 9:00 Quilting 
 6:30 Choir 

Tuesday 10/30 10:30 GriefShare 
 6:30 GriefShare 

Wednesday 10/31  Reformation Day 
 1:30 Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 6:30 Living Hope Worship w/Communion 

Thursday 11/1  All Saints’ Day 
 10:30 Bible Study 
 6:30 Elders Ministry Team Meeting 

Friday 11/2  Middle School Youth Gathering @ Lake Yale 

Saturday 11/3  Middle School Youth Gathering @ Lake Yale 
 8:00 Trustees Workday 

Sunday 11/4  Middle School Youth Gathering @ Lake Yale 
  Daylight Savings Ends—Fall Back! 
  All Saints’ Sunday / Fall Worship Begins 
 8:00 Worship w/Communion 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour (snacks: open) 
 10:30 Worship w/Communion 
 11:45 Christian Growth & Youth Ministry Team Meetings 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Wednesday, October 17, 2018 

Worship: 6:30: 31 
Hope Studies: 6  

Sunday, October 21, 2018: 
Worship: 9:15: 121/111 

FBH: Adults: 34      Youth: 0      Children: 0 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 30/15 

Offerings—General Fund: $11,441.00 

Stewardship Perspective: 
“With angels, archangels, and with all the company of heaven …” When we gather around the altar of the Lord in 
His House we pray and praise God with “all the company of heaven.” Those we have lost in the Lord are not truly lost 
to us – they have simply entered their rest with the Lord. As we gather to worship our Lord, we gather along with 
them. On the Last Day everything that God has given into the care of our stewardship will fade away – everything 
except our brothers and sisters in Christ. Caring for one another in love and grace is our highest calling. 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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Reformation Sunday 
October 28, 2018 

 
 
AS WE GATHER  
 While 2017 was the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, our 
celebrations continue into the 501st year since Martin Luther 
posted the Ninety-five Theses on the practice of indulgences. 
The Reformation is a celebration of freedom in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. This can particularly be found in today’s Epistle 
from Romans 3. In a marvelous, great exchange, Christ takes 
our unrighteousness and gives us His righteousness. Even 
though we all sin and fall short of the glory of God, we are 
justified by God’s grace, as a gift. We celebrate God’s love and 
activity on our behalf to save us. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION     “Ein Feste Berg” 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 
OPENING HYMN         “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                         LSB 657 

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: God is our refuge and strength, 
C: a very present help in trouble. 
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P: Come, behold the works of the Lord. 
C: He makes wars cease to the end of the earth. 
P: He will be exalted among the nations. 
C: He will be exalted in the earth. 
P: The Lord of hosts is with us; 
C: the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
P: God indeed is our refuge and strength, our help and our fortress. Yet we 

often choose to flee from the refuge of the Lord. We abandon the 
strength and safety of God, trusting in our own strength and power. The 
apostle Paul writes that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
And Jesus says that everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. As we 
enter the house of the Lord and call upon Him for His good and gracious 
gifts, let us consider our enslavement to sin and our continued 
shortcomings as God’s people. (Silence for reflection) Heavenly Father, 

C: we have sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. 
We have sinned as individuals and as a community. We have 
ignored neighbors in need. We have caused divisions among Your 
people. We have sought refuge in the things of this world and not 
in You. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us back to You, our refuge 
and strength. 

P: While we have indeed all fallen short of the glory of God, we are all also 
justified by God’s grace as a gift. Though we have been slaves to sin, God 
has set us free in the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ. As a 
called and ordained servant of the risen Christ and by His authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. The Son has set us free, and we are free indeed. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE             “Your Grace Is Enough”                          ABS (3) 22 

Great is Your faithfulness, O God. You wrestle with the sinner's heart. 
You lead us by still waters into mercy, And nothing can keep us apart. 

 

(Pre-Chorus)    So remember Your people, Remember Your children. 
Remember Your promise, O God. 

 

(Chorus)       
Your grace is enough. Your grace is enough. Your grace is enough for me. 

 

Continued on next page… 



 

3 

 

Great is Your love and justice, God. You use the weak to lead the strong. 
You lead us in the song of Your salvation, And all Your people sing along.  

(Pre-Chorus) (Final Chorus) 
 

(Final Chorus)        Your grace is enough. Your grace is enough. 
Your grace is enough for me, for me. 

 
words and music by Matt Maher, ©2003 spiritandsong.com | Thankyou Music  | (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing), CCLI License No. 759305 

 
LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray together: 
C: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; 
and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and 
every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into 
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 
power over me. Amen. 

 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD   
 

 
 
FIRST READING                                                   Revelation 14:6-7 (p.1036) 

(Fear God and give Him glory.) 
6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to 
those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he 
said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment 
has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 
water.” 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
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EPISTLE                                                              Romans 3:19-28 (p.941) 
(A man is justified by faith.) 

19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 
through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21But now the righteousness of God has been 
manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 
22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is 
no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified 
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It 
was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is 
excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we 
hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSE                          “Mighty Fortress”                    
 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                   Matthew 20:1-19 (p.825) 

(The last will be first, and the first last.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twentieth chapter. 
C:      (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.  

 
1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius 
a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard 
too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the 
sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went 
out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all 
day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 
vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 
9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 

Jubilation  
Singers  
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10Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of 
them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the 
house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one 
of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 
15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge 
my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 17And as Jesus was going up 
to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he said to them, 
18“See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the 
chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death 19and deliver him over to 
the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third 
day.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ!  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”                    LSB 575 
 
SERMON                  “What Counts at the End of the Day”      Matthew 20:1-19 

Rev. Dr. Glenn Nielsen, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO 
 
HYMN OF RESPONSE           “Mighty Fortress” 
He won’t abandon, He won’t deceive, He won’t desert us, He won’t ever leave. 

He’ll never forsake us, He won’t ever run, He’ll never reject us,  
the Faithful One… Your love will remain… Your love will remain… 

 

(Chorus 1) 
/ A Mighty Fortress is our- God! / A Tow’r of Strength / never fail-ing. 

The name of Jesus, true and strong…/No other pow’r could ever save- us. 
/ You are good, / You are good, / Mighty For-tress… / Mighty For-tress… 

 

You won’t abandon, You won’t deceive, You won’t desert us,  
You won’t ever leave. You’ll never forsake us, You won’t ever run,  
You’ll never reject us, the Faithful One… Your love will remain… 

Your love will remain. 
(Chorus 2) 

/ A Mighty Fortress is our- God! / A Tow’r of Strength / never fail-ing. 
The name of Jesus, true and strong…/ No other pow’r could ever save- us. 

/ You are good, / You are good, / Mighty For-tress… 

Continued on next page… 
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(Bridge)  / Yesterday / and today / and forever, Your love / will remain. 
/ Nothing has the pow’r to sever Your love.You are good, / You are good, 

/ and Your mercy endures./ You are good, / You are good… 
 

(Chorus 3; with melody change) 
A Mighty Fortress is our- God! / A Tow’r of Strength / never failing. 

The name of Jesus, true and strong…/ No other pow’r could ever save- us. 
A Mighty Fortress is our- God! / A Tow’r of Strength / never fail-ing. 

The name of Jesus, true and strong…/ No other pow’r could ever save- us. 
You are good, You are good, and Your mercy endures! 

/ You are good, / You are good, / Mighty For-tress. 
You are good, You are good, and Your mercy endures! 

You are good, You are good, Mighty For-tress… 
/ You won’t aban-don…  You won’t deceive,… 

You won’t desert- us…   You won’t ever leave… 
 

CCLI Song # 6600925 | Words and Music by Aaron Shust and Paul Baloche |© 2013 Bridge Building Music, Inc. ǀ CP Shust Tunes ǀ  
Integrity Worship Music ǀ Leadworship Songs | All rights reserved.  www.ccli.comCCLI License #759305 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the 
right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not 
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use 
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
 
 

http://www.ccli.com/
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CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of 
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
VOLUNTARY             “Come Thou Almighty King”    James Pethel & Stan Pethel       
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs.  Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, hear today our 
prayers for Your whole Church. Deliver her from every error that would 
cloud the joy of Your salvation. Preserve in her the proclamation of the 
eternal Gospel. Make it resound to every nation and tribe, people and 
language, that its mighty power might bring all to fear You and give You 
the glory. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, hear today our prayers for all ministers 

of the Word. Help them to proclaim Your Law in such a way that every 
excuse is stripped from the mouths of their hearers and all are held 
accountable to God. Help them to proclaim Your Gospel, that they may 
know Jesus Christ as their sole righteousness before You, the propitiation 
You have set forward by His blood to be received by faith. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, hear today our prayers for all who bear 

civic authority in our land. Bless our president and Congress, our justices 
and magistrates, and all who serve. Protect them from the temptations 
that beset their offices, and impart to them wisdom and courage. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, hear today our prayers for those who 

teach and those who learn at our Concordia Seminary.  May it ever 
prosper as it trains many to serve You and Your people throughout the 
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world.  Strengthen in faculty, students and staff that burning desire to 
connect people to You.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, hear today our prayers for all who cry to 

You for healing in body or mind, heart or soul. Remember especially Frank 
Dahlke, George Hayes, Millie Houck, Doug Shaw, Mark Stefanos, and 
Libby Voigtmann.  Have mercy upon each one. In Your own time and way, 
grant them release from their afflictions. Sustain their confidence and 
hope in the full and final healing that awaits the day of our Lord’s 
appearing and the resurrection of the body. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Mighty Fortress, Rock of Refuge, Your people have sheltered in You from 

age to age. Receive our thanks for all Your servants who have departed 
this life in Your fear and friendship. We especially bless You today for the 
great reformers of Your Church who ever call us back to the Gospel and to 
the righteousness we have in Christ alone. Keep us in fellowship with 
them, and bring us at last by Your truth to the heavenly home and the joy 
of seeing our Redeemer face to face. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach 
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who 
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  
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BENEDICTION 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’ 
 
CLOSING HYMN                  “Lift High the Cross”                LSB 837; vs. 1,2,4,6 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904 

 
POSTLUDE                                   “Crucifer”                             Robert J. Powell



 

 

Rev. Dr. Glenn A. Nielsen 
 

Director of Vicarage and Deaconess Internships, 

Ministerial Formation; Professor of Practical Theology; 

Director of Placement, Placement 

 

Dr. Glenn Nielsen is the director of Placement, director of 

Vicarage and Deaconess Internships, and professor of 

Practical Theology at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 
 

Nielsen has been a faculty member since 1990. In 2007 

he also assumed responsibilities of the internship 

program for the Seminary’s Deaconess Studies program. 
 

His areas of interest and expertise include 

communication, rhetoric and homiletics. Particularly, 

Nielsen has studied the use of creative means within a sermon. 
 

Nielsen received his Master of Divinity and Master of Sacred Theology from Concordia 

Seminary (1981, 1987). He also holds a bachelor’s degree from Valparaiso University in 

Valparaiso, Ind., and a master’s degree and a Ph.D. from Northwestern University in 

Chicago (1989, 1993). 
 

Nielsen has published the Life Light Bible Study on Miracles and study notes for Psalms 

90-105 in the Lutheran Study Bible for Concordia Publishing House. He published a 

worship and preaching CD through Creative Communications for the Parish, titled A 

Living, Daring Confidence: A Worship Series on Romans. He contributed the chapter 

“Evaluating and Extending the Research Implications” in The Pastor’s Brain Manual: A 

Fascinating Work in Progress (Lutheran University Press, 2015). He has authored several 

articles, including pieces focused on preaching for the modern era and engaging 

worshipers. He also has submitted several items for Concordia Pulpit Resources, 

including one article on sermon delivery and one on preaching in a series. He 

contributed several long-form articles to Concordia Theology on medicine, habitus, 

preaching and the Comfort Dog ministry. 
 

Nielsen and his wife, Sue, are handlers for Noah, a Lutheran Church Charities’ K-9 

Comfort Dog. Noah travels to churches, schools, nursing homes, hospitals and events in 

the St. Louis area. He also can be deployed in disaster response situations. 
 

The Nielsens have four grown children and two grandchildren. Nielsen enjoys baseball, 

playing softball and taking Noah for daily walks. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Connecting Points 

TODAY: we mark the 501st anniversary of the Reformation (actual date is 

October 31st). This is the day we give thanks to God for the reforming 

work of Dr. Martin Luther in the 1500’s. Our focus this day is NOT on 

Luther, but on the Gospel he sought to proclaim in its truth and purity as 

it was being distorted by the church in his day. You see, for Luther, it was 

All About Jesus! For us today, the emphasis 501 years later is 

UNCHANGED~ it is still All About Jesus! The color of the day is RED~ the color of fire, blood 

and Spirit. This color reminds us that we are to be ablaze with that same reforming Spirit 

of God to bring about a “reformation” in our world today that we are saved by grace 

through faith in Christ ALONE! 
 

A WARM HOPE WELCOME: to Rev. Dr. Glenn Nielsen, Professor of 

Practical Theology at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. In addition to his 

teaching duties, Dr. Nielsen is also the Director of Vicarage and 

Internships, and the proud caretaker of Noah, one of the Lutheran 

Church Charities K9 care dogs. Dr. Nielsen will serve as the speaker at 

today’s Winter Haven Circuit Reformation Festival at Grace, Winter 

Haven (he promised a different message for this afternoon). Dr. Nielsen has been with us 

before as he and Noah shared about the K9 ministry of LCC. We are excited to have 

one of the favorite professors of Pastors Pfeffer & Shea with us this Lord’s day. Be sure to 

join us in Fellowship Hall as Dr. Nielsen shares about the Seminary with us!  

 

WOW! AWESOME!: Thanks to Becky Hartman for the red fabric that adorns our 

chancel area today and the Luther’s seal as seen on the cross to remind us that 

this day (and EVERYDAY) is ALL ABOUT JESUS!  
 

THIS MORNING: we will bless “walker bags” that were made for the members 

of Hope who require a walker. These bags will attach to the handles of your 

walker enabling you to carry necessary items with you without fear of them 

falling. Those with walkers are invited to come forward following worship and 

select one for yourself. THANK YOU, QUILTERS!  
 

TELL ME WHAT’S HAPPENING!: Simply go to your mailbox TODAY, and there you 

will find your November calendar and servant schedule for all things Hope! 

Don’t be left out…be sure to get your calendar and share it with a friend to 

come and see what the Lord is doing among us!  
 



 

 

 

TODAY’S THRIVENT ACTION TEAM!: We’re wraping gifts for residents of a 

local nursing home, for Christmas. Come help us wrap in the Stephen 

Ministry Room TODAY at 11:45AM. This mission to often forgotten people will 

bless not only them but also you! Please join us...and thenk you for your 

help! See Sally Kimbrell with questions or for details.  
 

MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday 

morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com) 

and going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning 

messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.    

 

GRIEFSHARE CONTINUES: each Tuesday at 10:30AM and 6:30PM. Losing a loved one is a 

suffocating experience, and we’re here for you. You don’t have to talk 

if you don’t want to…just listen—have some coffee, watch the video 

and see what you think. Please call Lyn at 863-670-4866 for more 

information.  

 

LAST CHANCE FOR DISCOUNTED TICKETS: for the United Food Bank of Plant City’s annual 

Empty Bowls lunch at McCall Park on November 10th are available from 

Pastor Pfeffer, Becky Hartmann, or the church office. During October, 

tickets for the lunch are $5 each instead of $10. Be sure to look for bowls 

at the event made by Hope’s youth! Price reduction ends WEDNESDAY! 

 

DO YOU KNOW GOD?: Or perhaps you know OF Him…but maybe not 

ABOUT Him. Our Thursday morning Bible Class SERIES is "The God You May 

Not Know." Join us each Thursday morning at 10:30AM in the Stephen 

Ministry room to learn WHO God really is…All are welcome!  
 

DON’T FORGET: Before you go to bed on Saturday, set your clock BACK ONE HOUR so 

can call fall back into worship on Sunday morning!   
 

NEXT SUNDAY: we will mark All Saints’ Sunday during our morning worship 

services. As a part of our worship, we will remember those saints of Hope 

whom the Lord has called home to heaven since November 1, 2017.   
 

MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS: Just another reminder if you have not done so yet…your reports 

for the Voters’ Meeting are due to Jessica in the church office by NEXT 

SUNDAY. Please do not delay in getting your information to her so that 

information can be distributed in a timely manner.  
 

 

hopeplantcity.com


 

 

 

ATTENTION MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS!: Here is your November meeting schedule:  

Elders—Thursday 11/1 @ 6:30PM, Conference Room 

Trustees—Saturday 11/3 @ 8:00AM, around campus 

Christian Growth—Sunday 11/4 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall 

Youth Ministry—Sunday 11/4 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall 

Fellowship—Tuesday 11/6 @ 6:00PM, Pastor Pfeffer’s office 

Missions & Outreach—Tuesday 11/6 @ 6:30PM, Fellowship Hall 

Board of Directors—Thursday 11/8 @ 6:30PM, Conference Room 

Human Care—Sunday 11/11 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall 
 

GOBBLE GOBBLE: That’s turkey talk for you to start signing up to volunteer at our Annual 

Turkey Supper on Sunday November 11th. Help is needed on Saturday peeling 

potatoes, setting up the dining room, etc. and then again on Sunday from 

serving to setting tables, to cleaning up to mashing potatoes, to stirring gravy, 

etc. MANY hands are needed—we simply CANNOT do it all without YOU! 

Please consider lending yours!    

 

ADVANCE NOTICE: Yes! There IS Family Bible Hour on November 11th! We must feast on 

God’s Word to us before we can serve others that day. Be sure to join us!  
 

CONNECTING TICKETS: Again this year, complimentary tickets for our 

TURKEY SUPPER are available for you to share with a friend or family 

member with the express purpose of introducing them to your brothers 

and sisters in Christ at Hope. Just contact Pastor Pfeffer or the church 

office for these tickets. ALSO…Pastor Pfeffer will share “thank you for your service” 

complimentary tickets with our community’s first responders and community leaders.  

 

SAVE THE DATE: for our November Voter’s Meeting to take place immediately 

following the 10:30 worship service on November 18th in the sanctuary. All 

meeting reports will be emailed to you by November 11th. There will be a 

special presentation from our Building Committee which will require your 

presence at the meeting. A lunch will be served following the meeting. 

Fellowship Ministry Team will provide the main dish; Board of Directors will 

provide desserts; please bring a dish to share.  

 

YOUTH GIFT CARD TREE: Hope's Youth are now selling tickets for the Gift Card 

Tree to help them attend the 2019 National Youth Gathering! $5 for 1 ticket or 5 

tickets for $20. With over $700 in gift cards on the big tree and TWO $100 

saplings this year, 3 winners will be chosen on Sunday, December 2nd.  
 



 

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES!: It’s time to start thinking about gathering 

items for filling shoeboxes with fun items for children locally and around the world! You 

can make a huge difference in the life of a child by packing a special 

toy or a stuffed animal or even school supplies. Look around our 

campus and you will find brochures to explain how to shop and what to 

buy! Great fun! And then in November we will have our annual packing 

party—complete with door prizes, cookies, and treats for all packers!  

Woohoo!  Join the Christian spirit! Sponsored by Hope’s Stephen Ministry. 

For more information, please contact Lyn Senkarik at 863-670-4866. 
 

MOVED: Hope member Mark Stefanos has been moved from Lakeland Hospital to 

Consulate Rehabilitation in Lakeland. Mark could really use some notes 

of encouragement and even some visits if you are able. The address is: 

Consulate Rehabilitation, 5245 N. Socrum Loop, Lakeland, FL 33809. 

Please keep Mark in your prayers for strength and comfort during this 

time.  

 

APPOINTED!: Congratulations to Liz Pfeffer who has been selected by District President 

Greg Walton and our LCMS 2019 Convention staff to serve as volunteer 

coordinator for the 2019 Synodical Convention in Tampa. Now don’t be 

surprised when you are asked to lend a hand—there are LOTS AND LOTS 

AND LOTS of ways for members of ALL ages to participate! Besides, it’s 

also a GREAT way for you to see your church at large in action! So, when 

you are asked, be prepared to say, “Here am I send me!”  

 

THANK YOU!!: to everyone who assisted in yesterday’s Trunk or Treat at the 

Plant City YMCA. Your donation of time, talents, goodies, and trunks was 

and is GREATLY APPRECIATED!  

 

 A BIG THANK YOU: to all the people who worked so hard cleaning and improving our 

campus last Saturday! A special thanks to the Trustees who installed a dehumidifier in the 

Medical Equipment Room for us to keep things in good order for your use. We have 

walkers, crutches, canes, shower and commode chairs, wheelchairs, 

and “Depends” ready for use! If borrowing equipment, you will need to 

sign a “release” form, give us your weight (manufacturers have a limit 

required for safety), and return equipment clean and in working order 

when you are finished with it. —Joyce Van Matre, RN, Parish Nurse 
 

TREMENDOUS THANKS: to everyone who donated towards the purchase of new 

acolyte robes. They have been ordered and will be used at Christmas for the 

first time. Your Elders and Altar Guild thank you for your Spirit motivated giving!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGUARDING SUNDAY MORNING SPOKEN ANNOUNCEMNETS 
Please follow our Elders Guidelines: 
1There is a limit to 5 announcements to be made 

on a Sunday morning;  
2Your announcement should be no more than 60 

seconds in length;  
3You MUST be seated on the FRONT pew if you are 

to make an announcement (you can then return 

to your family);  
4You MUST use the handheld microphone so that 

EVERYONE in the church hears what you have to 

share and;  
5All announcements MUST be made at BOTH 

morning worships—what’s good for one service to 

hear, is good for the other.  

…And remember, all requests to make a Sunday 

announcement MUST be made to the Church 

Office by NOON on Wednesday. Thanks in 

advance for your assistance! 

Hope’s Human Care Ministry Team needs your help! 
 

We are planning to honor the veterans at Solaris and Community 

Care Centers. We want to include in our baskets: 

pens, note pads, stamps, magnifying glasses, 

word search books, and jigsaw puzzles 
 

 

 

Your help is greatly needed! 

Collection basket is in the Narthex. 

Deadline is TODAY. 



 

 

 

                   24th Annual  

Turkey Supper 
Sunday, November 11th 

11:30am—5:00pm 

Adult $10  |  Child $5 (11 & under) 

 

                   Menu includes:  

turkey, dressing,  

real mashed potatoes, corn, 

green beans, slaw, cranberry 

sauce, dessert and beverage. 



 

 

 

GOBBLER ALERT! 
24th Annual Turkey Supper 

Sunday, November 11th        
11:30am—5:00pm 

TODAY—Tickets & Sign-Up sheets (in Narthex) 
Wednesday, November 7 @ 5:00PM 

Coleslaw making 

Thursday, November 8 @ 3:00PM-6:00PM 
Pick-up turkeys for roasting 

Saturday, November 10 @ 8:00AM 
Potato & Onion peeling and Dinner Set-up 

  



 

 

 

READY OR NOT…the Holidays will soon be upon us. For some, the holidays 

are not a happy time but a time of loneliness and memories. There is 

help!!! And there is a PLAN to help you “survive” the next couple of 

months—we offer suggestions and ideas for you—such as “how to 

respond to invitations” or “traditions and memories that the family has 

always done.” On Tuesday, November 14th at 10:30AM, we will meet to 

empower you with some fresh thoughts and ‘renewed strength’ to make 

through this coming Holiday season. Come join us! No reservations 

needed—meet us in the Stephen Ministry classroom.   
 

Like more information? 

Please call Lyn Senkarik  

at 863-670-4866. 
 



 

 

 

  
  
  
  

  
  

ADULTS 
THE STORY: The "Greatest Story Ever Told" is more than just a cliché. God goes to 
great lengths to rescue lost and hurting people. That is what The Story is all about—
the story of the Bible, God’s great love affair with humanity. Condensed into 31 
accessible chapters, The Story sweeps you into the unfolding progression of Bible 
characters and events from Genesis to Revelation. Using the clear, accessible text of 
the NIV Bible, it allows the stories, poems, and teachings of the Bible to read like a 
novel.  And like any good story, The Story is filled with intrigue, drama, conflict, 
romance, and redemption—and this story’s true! Meets in Fellowship 
Hall. Leader:  Pastor Pfeffer 
 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: From Corinth, Paul wrote a letter to Christians in Rome, 
whom he had never met. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, this piece of ancient 
writing, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, has become the most influential letter in 
the world. Why? Because God knew Christians in   every generation would live in 
similar places with colliding cultures and would need these words to guide their 
days. Join us in the study of God’s Word in the book of Romans and find relevant 
answers to many of life’s questions today.  Meets in the Conference Room.  
Leader: Gloria Warner 

HIGH SCHOOL 
HIGH SCHOOL REAL WORLD: We live in a real world with very real problems. In the 
face of such “troubles," the Psalmist looks to our very real and very present God and 
we do, too. “God is our refuge and strength” (Psalm 46:1)! So, join us as we dive deeper 
into how our Real Present God provides us refuge and strength in the midst of all 
life’s troubles. Leader: Liz Pfeffer  

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MIDDLE SCHOOL SURVIVAL: Entering the world of middle school is scary and 
exciting. But with a little help from a book called The Middle School Survival Manual, it 
doesn’t have to be overwhelming. The Lord Your God is with you wherever you go 
(Joshua 1:9). With this manual learn to: Give grades a boost, Make testing as easy as 1, 
2, 3, Live your faith at school, and lots more! Leader: Pastor Shea  
 

PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5 
THE STORY: Children will experience God's great love as His story comes to life! 31 
engaging lessons for preschoolers through elementary children are formatted 
around relatable Scripture references, memory verses, and Bible themes.  
Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, Ellen Whitehurst 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM 
 

Topics for this month: 
 
November 4: "The Problem of Heaven" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
What if we get to heaven--and we don't like it? (Rev. 7:9-18) 
 
 
November 11: "What is Heaven?" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
A message by Michael Zeigler for The Lutheran Hour based on John 17:1-5 (John 17:1-5) 
 
 
November 18: "Once And For All" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Anthony (Tony) Cook 
Rev. Dr. Tony Cook shares God's message of forgiveness--"In Jesus, our Great High Priest, 

YOUTH DATES 
October 31— ***NO Youth Group*** 

November 2-4—MS Youth Gathering @ Lake Yale 

November 11— Youth Group, 6:30pm 

November 14— Youth Group, 6:30pm 

November 28— Youth-led Worship, 6:30pm 

December 2—Gift Card Tree winners drawing 

December 12—Advent Dinner host &  Grades 6 through 12—friends are always welcome! 

Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com 
 

mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com


 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:  LEADERS:   
Andy Anderson Dorothy Maltzahn Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer Hope Staff Our Armed Forces 

Diane Bates Liz Miller Pastor Shea Pennington Hope’s Ministries Our Nation 
Frank Dahkle Mark Stefanos LCMS Synod & District  Our 1st Responders 

Bonnie Genrich Tom Thomas    

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Frank Dahlke health concerns 
Donna DeClaire sister of Dora Mueller—surgery; brain tumor 
Kris Jones friend of Ron & Tracy MacDonald—recovering from fall  
Dan Paton celebrating granddaughter Palmer Paton 

CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Carl & Brenda Bergner & family birth of great-granddaughter Jayla Lopez (10/5) 
Carlos Floyd knee surgery (9/26) 
 friend of Julie Gates—church closing; looking for new church home 
George Hayes health concerns 
Millie Houck congestive heart failure 
Brenda Landis mother of Brad Landis—hospice  
Ron MacDonald recovering; cataract surgery 
Lt. Col. Bruce McConnell friend of Mack & Sheila Goethe—cancer  
Sidney Mercier health concerns 
Jeff & Alison Reaume & family mourning death of Ernie Reaume 
Doug Shaw surgery 10/31 
Betty Snaper sister of Mack Goethe—heart surgery  
Mark Stefanos health concerns 
Libby Voigtmann health concerns 

BATTLING CANCER:  Mari  
Tom Battling Bob Broshelle Kori Dunke Jean Marie Mactye Judy Strait 
Herb Bayer Alice Correia Marcus Elam Pat Mailloux Jeannie Lee Taylor 
Laura Blake Austin Dobbs JoAnne Hayashi Bruce McConnell Mr. Wells 

CanDee Brandon Ginnie Donaldson Barry Himmel John Rademacher Millie Wetz 
John Brom Casey Doyle Dale Jarvis Alan Rauner Rick Ward 
Laura Brom Jace Driggers Lucille Luedke Abbey Sedlacek Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Stephen & Lorrie Daniell—R Brad Landis Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Stephanie Enloe—R Bobby Martin Justin Rappa 

Zachary Bennett Joshua Gross Aaron Morley Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Erika Grosskopf Stephen Olliff—R Caleb Strand 
Trevor Dahlke Brandon Hastings Donnie Pittman Mike Szostkiewicz—R 

 

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks. 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (10/28/2018) ARE: 
Bell Ringer   9:15/Kaylee Greatens 
Crucifer   9:15/Yulia Hartmann 
Lector    9:15/Mary Lou Nash 
Elder on Duty   9:15/Todd Warner 
Flowers   Matthews family 
Offerings   Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner 
Ushers    Team 2 

10:30/Nick Trivunovich,* Alex Drapp, Jim Drapp, Ken Hartmann 
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  
Tim & Tena Matthews in honor of Lauren’s birthday 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (10/31/2018) ARE: 
Lector    6:30/Cathie Warner 
Elder on Duty   6:30/Todd Warner 
Communion Assistant  6:30/Todd Warner 

 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (11/4/2018) ARE: 
Bell Ringer   10:30/Jackson Venrick 
Crucifer   8:00/Kristin Reagin; 10:30/Yulia Hartmann 
Acolyte    10:30/Nate Gall 
Lector    8:00/John Koren; 10:30/Mary Lou Nash 
Elder on Duty   8:00/Wayne Warner; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich 
Communion Assistant  8:00/Wayne Warner; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich 
Flowers   Nash family 
Offerings   Dale & Jonie Wenzel 
Ushers    Team 3 

8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin; 
10:30/ Stuart Howell,* Judy Adkins, Matt Finney, Jack Moberg 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF OCTOBER: 
Altar Guild   James & Lauretta Tennyson 
Nurse  Joyce Van Matre 
 

 
 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


