HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD

Welcome to Hope
SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

9:15AM—Worship
10:30AM—Family Bible Hour
4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship
6:30PM—Hope Studies
6:30PM—Youth Group

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus”
We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this
weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran
Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name
and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a
“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we
realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason
there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are
available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag
following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all
activities at Hope in the week ahead!
IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please
refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc.
Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our
worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just
as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your
use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the
pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be
appreciated! Thank you!

Hope: Anchored in Christ
Please turn off or silence your
cell phone and NO food or
drinks in the Sanctuary.

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us
as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day.

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

October 7, 2018

Activities This Week at Hope:
Sunday 10/7

9:15
10:30
11:30
11:45
11:45
4:00

Monday 10/8

Tuesday 10/9

Wednesday 10/10

Thursday 10/11
Saturday 10/13
Sunday 10/14

9:00
6:30
10:30
12:00
12:00
6:30
6:30
1:30
5:30
6:30
6:30
6:30
10:30
10:00
9:15
10:15
10:30
11:45
1:00
4:00

Worship w/Communion
Family Bible Hour (snacks: open)
National Youth Gathering 2019 Parent/Youth Meeting
Christian Growth Ministry Team Meeting
Youth Ministry Team Meeting
Spanish Worship w/Communion
NO Quilting
Circuit Pastors @ Grace, Winter Haven
Choir
GriefShare
Deadline—BOD Reports Due!
Staff Meeting
GriefShare
Building Committee Meeting
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Bell Choir
Living Hope Worship w/Communion
Hope Studies
Youth Group
Bible Study
Confirmation Class
Youth Scrip Orders Due
Worship
Blood Pressure Screenings
Family Bible Hour (snacks: open)
Human Care Ministry Team Meeting
Winter Haven Circuit Forum
Spanish Worship w/Communion

Worship Attendance/Communion:
Wednesday, September 26, 2018
Worship: 6:30: 25/24
Hope Studies: 7

Sunday, September 30, 2018:
Worship: 9:15: 136/123
FBH: Adults: 45 Youth: 0 Children: 10
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 27/17
Offerings—General Fund: $7,630.25

Stewardship Perspective:
Mark 10:6 – “But from the beginning of creation …” In recent years, our country, along with most all the (formerly) Christian nations
of Europe, has lost its way when it comes to marriage. We have ignored the fact that it is God who created us. We always go off the
tracks when we forget that He made us and that everything good in this world comes from His hand. In big things and in small
things, in the life of a nation or the life of an individual, things go dreadfully wrong when we ignore the Creator’s instructions for
life.
Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!

October 7, 2018

AS WE GATHER
“Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift
away from it” (Hebrews 2:1). These words from today’s Epistle are spot-on. In a culture
that is quickly drifting away from the values we once held sacred, it’s imperative for us,
as the people of God, to hold firmly to the Word we have heard. Today as we gather to
listen to God’s Word and receive His gifts of grace, we are drawn close to the Redeemer,
who has given His life in exchange for ours. Only in our relationship with Christ will we
ever be made complete—members of His eternal kingdom, sons and daughters of our
King. Once we see how our true identity is found in Jesus, we can better understand our
unique roles in the relationships with one another that He has given to us.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELLS
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION

“Putnam”

sett’g: Kenneth T. Kosche

The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.
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OPENING HYMN

“How Blest Are Those Who Fear the Lord”

Text: Copyright © 2004 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: Copyright © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
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P:
C:

P:

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

In a time of silence and prayer, let us approach the Father’s throne of
grace. (We take a moment of silence for personal reflection and confession of our sins.)
Most merciful Father,
we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
drifted from Your commands, choosing to go our own separate
ways. We have not honored You as our Creator, nor have we
honored one another in love. By the cleansing work of our
Redeemer, remove from us our sins of thought, word, and deed
so that we worship You in Spirit and in truth. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.
Only in Christ Jesus are we made complete—complete as God’s creation
and completely cleansed of our guilt and sin. Upon this your confession, I,
as a called and ordained servant of the Lord, announce His grace to all of
you and, in the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ,
forgive you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
For the peace of Christ, our Bridegroom, to rule in our hearts and lives, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the blessing of all who live according to God’s gracious will—both in
the Christian family and in the family of Christ, the Church, let us pray to
the Lord.
Christ, have mercy.
Help us, O Lord!
Save us, O Lord!
Defend us, O Lord!
Have mercy on us, O Lord!

HYMN OF PRAISE

“This Is the Feast”
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LSB 171

Continued on next page…
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:
Let us pray. Merciful Father, Your patience and loving-kindness toward us
have no end.
C:
Grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may always think and do those
things that are pleasing in Your sight;
P:
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit,
C:
one God, now and forever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Creator of the Stars of Night”

Hope Ringers &

Jubilation Singers
 SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Genesis 2:18-25 (p.2)
(The Lord designs man and woman to find completion in each other.)

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him
a helper fit for him.” 19Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of
the field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he
would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.
20
The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every
beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21So the Lord
God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs
and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the
man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man said, “This at
last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she
was taken out of Man.” 24Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold
fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were both
naked and were not ashamed.
18

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
5

Hebrews 2:1-13 (p.1001)
(All things exist for Jesus, who is crowned with glory and honor.)

EPISTLE

Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift
away from it. 2For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and
every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3how shall we escape if
we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was
attested to us by those who heard, 4while God also bore witness by signs and wonders
and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. 5Now
it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 6It
has been testified somewhere, “What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of
man, that you care for him? 7You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you
have crowned him with glory and honor, 8putting everything in subjection under his
feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control.
At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9But we see him who for
a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste
death for everyone. 10For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist,
in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect
through suffering. 11For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one
source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12saying, “I will tell of your
name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 13And
again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given
me.”
1

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LSB 173

RESPONSE

6

Mark 10:2-16 (p.845)
(Jesus affirms God’s gift of marriage and blesses the children
who are brought to Him.)

HOLY GOSPEL
P:
C:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter.
(Sung) Glory to You, O Lord!

And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce
his wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses
allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” 5And Jesus said to
them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. 6But from
the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘Therefore a man shall
leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, 8and the two shall become one
flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. 9What therefore God has joined
together, let not man separate.” 10And in the house the disciples asked him again about
this matter. 11And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another
commits adultery against her, 12and if she divorces her husband and marries another,
she commits adultery.” 13And they were bringing children to him that he might touch
them, and the disciples rebuked them. 14But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and
said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the
kingdom of God. 15Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like
a child shall not enter it.” 16And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his
hands on them.
2

P:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord!
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

“Father Welcomes”
"Anchored"

Rev. Shea Pennington

LSB 605
Hebrews 2:1-15

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
7

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together
is worshipped and glorified who spoke by the prophets. And I believe
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
OFFERING PRAYER
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen.
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along.
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day.

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes.

VOLUNTARY

“Father Welcomes”

sett’g: Amanda Husberg

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C:
Lord, have mercy.
P:
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C:
Lord, have mercy.
P:
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C:
Lord, have mercy.
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P:
C:
P:

C:
P:
C:
P:

C:

C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

For Matthew, our Synod president; for Greg, our district president; for
Dean, our circuit visitor; for all pastors in Christ; for all servants of the
Church; and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the preservation of marriage, that God would defend husbands and
wives from every assault of the enemy, strengthen them in their
faithfulness and loving service to one another, and grant them joy in the
gift of children according to His will, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For grace that the Church may always welcome little ones with joy, that
nothing would hinder them from being brought to the Savior and blessed
by being placed into His loving arms, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those we place into Your hands this day those we know and love
especially Your servants Diane Bates, Frank Dahlke, George Hayes, Millie
Houck, and Mark Stefanos together with those known only to You who are
passing through difficult and trying days, asking for each a share in Your
healing and peace, hope and joy, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For grace to partake faithfully of the body and blood of Christ with
repentant hearts and a firm resolution to amend our sinful lives by His
Spirit’s aid, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
9

+ HOLY COMMUNION +
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.
P:
C:

The peace of the Lord  be with you always.
And also with you.

LSB 198

AGNUS DEI

(The congregation may be seated.)
10

COMMUNION STATEMENT
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed
in the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity
and recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord
is truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament
God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of
responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully
share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time
of prayer on the many blessings God has given you. If you have any questions, please
see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats
and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is
also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Note: During distribution, one of our pastors will be in the back of the church for a time
of individual prayer with anyone desiring.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Our Father, by Whose Name”
“Your Table I Approach”

LSB 863
LSB 628
LSB 199

THANKSGIVING

11

Continued on next page…

CLOSING PRAYER
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our
purpose. Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In
Jesus name. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P:
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C:
Amen.
P:
C:

We are now entering the mission field!
‘Here am I! Send me!’

CLOSING HYMN

“O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth”

12

LSB 834

Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, the instruction and
Word of God in the Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage us to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 1
Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal 6:6).
But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of the Law. We are bearing fruits of the
Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, we’re not just doing
what our Father said, we’re also doing what He did.
Children emulate their parents. When they grow up they often carry many of the same mannerisms and characteristics
as their parents, but there is more to it than that. Children copy their parents even on a more mundane level. They
watch how their parents cross their legs, how they fold their hands, how they stand and sit and walk, how they do and
say most everything.
And children try to copy it, which can be quite humorous when parents wish they wouldn’t. It can be uncomfortable and
embarrassing if a child copies or repeats something less than polite that they learned from a parent. Sitcoms thrive on
these situations. It only happens because children emulate their parents because they want to be like them.
We are the children of God, by grace, through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what He declared
of Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan: “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” God the Father claims
us as His own. He takes away all our sins, and in exchange He gives us His righteousness, His purity, His holiness,
and His Spirit, by which we cry out, “Abba, Father.”
We are born again, born from above, born of water and the Spirit, to a new life in Christ as His children. We are sons of
God in Christ, through Baptism. And since we are sons, we are heirs – heirs who share in the glory of the Son of God.
The inheritance is ours because of the Father’s grace and mercy, His generosity in sending His Son in time to save us
for all eternity.
And this is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our heavenly Father.
We want to emulate His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work of the Church because we have
witnessed the generous giving of our Father in heaven.
More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received God our Father’s gifts that we desire to give
ourselves. And His gifts are not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As the Small Catechism teaches in
the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:
“Give us this day our daily bread.” What does this mean? God certainly gives
daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in
this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with
thanksgiving. What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that
has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing,
shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife,
devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good
weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful
neighbors, and the like.”
In other words, God gives us everything we need for the care of both body and soul.
His generosity knows no bounds. Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the
year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of the week to set aside a
generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the Church.
We don’t do this simply because He has commanded us so to do; it is because we,
as His children by grace, want to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our
Father; we are His children. And children want to be like their parents.

Connecting Points
TODAY: the church continues what is commonly known as the “long green season” or
more appropriately the “Sundays after Pentecost.” This part of the church year will
extend until the end of November. The emphasis of this season is the
taking of what we have seen and heard in Scripture and translating it into
our everyday lives as we join Jesus on His mission. The color of the season
is GREEN~ the color of growth and life to remind us that we are to be daily
growing in our faith and life with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
BE SURE TO INVITE: family and friends to our worship each Sunday at
9:15AM. What a great way for you to share with others what God is doing
among us as we join together as God’s family for worship.
WHAT’S THE BUZZ?: Here it is October already and WOW there is so much
happening at Hope—you DON’T want to miss out on anything! SO, in
your mailbox today is your October calendar and Servant Schedule. Be
sure to take it home with you! Invite a friend to join you at the great
events we have coming up to Connect People to Jesus!
ATTENTION MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS!: Here is your October meeting schedule:
Christian Growth—Sunday 10/7 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Youth Ministry—Sunday 10/7 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Human Care—Sunday 10/14 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Board of Directors—Tuesday 10/16 @ 6:30PM, Conference Room
CIRCUIT PASTORS: meet at Grace, Winter Haven tomorrow morning. That
means Pastors Pfeffer & Shea will NOT be in the office before 1:30pm. In the
event of a pastoral emergency, please contact Jessica in the church office
and she will be in touch with them.
ATTENTION QUILTERS: We will NOT meet on Monday, October 8th. We will resume quilting
the following Monday, October 15th.
MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday
morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com)
and going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning
messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.

GRIEFSHARE CONTINUES: each Tuesday at 10:30AM and 6:30PM. Losing
a loved one is a suffocating experience, and we’re here for you. You
don’t have to talk if you don’t want to…just listen—have some coffee,
watch the video and see what you think. Please call Lyn at 863-6704866 for more information.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Don’t forget that our meeting for October has
been moved to Tuesday, October 16th. Please be sure to get your team
report to Jessica by NOON Tuesday, October 9th so that our meeting
materials can be distributed in a timely fashion. Be sure to read chapters
12 & 13 of Joining Jesus on His Mission.
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED: on Tuesday from 12:00—1:00PM for the regular meeting, prayer
time, and study of our Hope staff. During this time, there will be no one available to
answer phones or assist should you come by. Therefore, we ask that you please time your
calls and visits accordingly. The Hope families for whom our staff
will pray this week: Kathy Bravis; Doug Brown; Howard Brown;
Karen Bryan; John & Susan Burtz; Ken & Gerry Buschbacher; Linda
Carter; and the members and staff of St. Paul Lutheran Church &
School, Lakeland. If ANYONE has ANY prayer concerns for our
staff, please be sure to contact Jessica in the Church Office.
WEDNESDAYS CONTINUE: at Hope! That means our Living Hope Worship
is singing the Lord’s praises every Wednesday beginning at 6:30PM, and
our Hope Studies class is back to work studying God’s Word in the
Conference Room. Don’t be left out—come on down and join us!
DO YOU KNOW GOD?: Or perhaps you know OF Him…but maybe not
ABOUT Him. Our Thursday morning Bible Class SERIES is "The God You May
Not Know." Join us each Thursday morning at 10:30AM in the Stephen
Ministry room to learn WHO God really is…All are welcome!
FROM OUR ELDERS: After much prayer and consideration, your Elders Ministry Team has
decided to maintain our 9:15AM Sunday morning worship schedule
through the month of October. HOWEVER, should we find the need to
return to two morning worship services prior to November, we will take
action immediately. Should you have any concerns, please see any
one of Hope’s Elders. Together in Mission, Your Elders Ministry Team.

SYNODICAL CONVENTION DELEGATE: If you would like to be considered to
serve as a lay delegate to our LCMS National Convention in July 2019
(expenses paid) in Tampa, please be sure to contact Pastor Pfeffer. A
special Circuit forum will take place at Hope on October 14th for the
selection of Pastoral and lay delegates and alternate delegates.
SAVE THE DATE: for our Reformation 2018 celebration on October 28th. Joining us that day
to proclaim the Gospel at our morning worship and at our Winter Haven Circuit
Reformation Festival will be Rev. Dr. Glenn Nielsen of Concordia
Seminary. Dr. Nielsen was with us a few years ago to share about the K9
Care Dogs of Lutheran Church Charities and brought his dog Noah with
him. Dr. Nielsen was also a professor for Pastors Pfeffer & Shea when
they were students at the seminary. Our circuit celebration will take
place at Grace, Winter Haven with pre-service music beginning at 3:30
and worship at 4:00PM.
JOIN OUR THRIVENT ACTION TEAM!: We’re buying and wraping gifts for
residents of a local nursing home, for Christmas. You’re welcome to
donate items and/or come to help us wrap them in the Stephen Ministry
Room on October 28th at 11:45AM. This mission to often forgotten
people will bless not only them but also you! Please join us...and thenk
you for your help! See Sally Kimbrell with questions or for details.
DICOUNTED TICKETS: for the United Food Bank of Plant City’s annual Empty
Bowls lunch at McCall Park on November 10th are available from Pastor
Pfeffer, Becky Hartmann, or the church office. During October, tickets for
the lunch are $5 each instead of $10. Be sure to look for bowls at the
event made by Hope’s youth!
GOBBLE GOBBLE: That’s turkey talk for you to start signing up to volunteer at our Annual
Turkey Supper on Sunday November 11th. Help is needed on Saturday peeling
potatoes, setting up the dining room, etc. and then again on Sunday from
serving to setting tables, to cleaning up to mashing potatoes, to stirring gravy,
etc. MANY hands are needed—we simply CANNOT do it all without YOU!
Please consider lending yours!
THANK YOU: to the three Hope members who have offered to secure
THRIVENT Action Team Grants for the purchase of turkeys for our Annual
Turkey Supper on November 11th. Your generosity will certainly help
defray the costs of the dinner enabling us to give more into our
community.

NEW ROBES NEEDED: Our acolyte robes have seen better days and many are
becoming tattered and worn. Our Altar Guild and Elders would like to replace
them before Christmas. Your help is needed. Each robe is $100.00, and we are
in need of 6 robes (of varying sizes). If you would like to contribute towards
these new robes, please use the BLUE ENVELOPES in your pew and mark them
ROBES. Thanks in advance for your Spirit motivated giving! RECEIVED: $200
ARE YOU IN NEED: or do you know someone in need of adult diapers? Our
Health Ministry Team recently had donations of various sizes. If you are in
need, please contact Joyce Van Matre at 813-545-4318.
FULL TO CAPACITY: Our Durable Medical Equipment supply room is FULL. Our
Health Ministry Team CANNOT accept anymore supplies or equipment through
the end of this year. Thank you for your understand.
A REMINDER FROM OUR ELDERS: regarding Sunday morning announcements before
worship: 1There is a limit to 5 announcements to be made on a Sunday
morning; 2Your announcement should be no more than 60 seconds in
length; 3You MUST be seated on the FRONT pew if you are to make an
announcement (you can then return to your family); 4You MUST use the
handheld microphone so that EVERYONE in the church hears what you
have to share and; 5All announcements MUST be made at BOTH morning worships—
what’s good for one service to hear, is good for the other. …And remember, all requests
to make a Sunday announcement MUST be made to the Church Office by NOON on
Wednesday. Thanks in advance for your assistance!
CHRISTIAN LOVE & SYMPATHY: to our brother in Christ, Andy Anderson as
he mourns the sudden death of his son Arvid on September
18th. Expressions of sympathy can be sent to Andy at 407 Merit Oaks
Drive, Plant City, FL 33563.
CHRISTIAN LOVE & SYMPATHY: is extended to Rev. Ed Trinklein former pastor of St. Paul,
Lakeland and District President as he mourns the death of wife Carol last Sunday
evening following a long illness. While we mourn with Pastor Trinklein, we
also rejoice with Carol that she has now joined the heavenly choir and
singing the praise of the Lamb who was slain. Expressions of sympathy
can be sent to Pastor Trinklein at 1882 Stella Court S, Lakeland, FL 33813.
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL WORK DAY
SATURDAY OCTOBER 20
8:00AM TO NOON
Many willing workers are needed to help with many
tasks to spruce up our campus in preparation for the
coming holidays:

o
o
o
o
o
o

Clean pew cushions
Repair base boards & trim
Touchup painting
Clean and polish woodwork
Dust light fixtures & check bulbs
Replace/repair damaged ceiling tiles

o
o
o
o
o
o

Kitchen cleaning
Clean spots on carpet
Wash windows
Weed and mulch
Power wash sidewalks
General cleaning and touch up

Both outside and inside work. All supplies and tools will be provided.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Elders Ministry Team

24th Annual

Turkey Supper
Sunday, November 11th
11:30am—5:00pm

Menu includes:
turkey, dressing,
real mashed potatoes, corn,
green beans, slaw, cranberry
sauce, dessert and beverage.

ADULTS
THE STORY: The "Greatest Story Ever Told" is more than just a cliché. God goes to
great lengths to rescue lost and hurting people. That is what The Story is all about—
the story of the Bible, God’s great love affair with humanity. Condensed into 31
accessible chapters, The Story sweeps you into the unfolding progression of Bible
characters and events from Genesis to Revelation. Using the clear, accessible text of
the NIV Bible, it allows the stories, poems, and teachings of the Bible to read like a
novel. And like any good story, The Story is filled with intrigue, drama, conflict,
romance, and redemption—and this story’s true! Meets in Fellowship
Hall. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer
THE BOOK OF ROMANS: From Corinth, Paul wrote a letter to Christians in Rome,
whom he had never met. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, this piece of ancient
writing, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, has become the most influential letter in
the world. Why? Because God knew Christians in every generation would live in
similar places with colliding cultures and would need these words to guide their
days. Join us in the study of God’s Word in the book of Romans and find relevant
answers to many of life’s questions today. Meets in the Conference Room.

Leader: Gloria Warner

HIGH SCHOOL
CAN I ASK THAT?!: Ever had a question about God that you were scared to ask? Ever
feel like “I can’t ask that at church?!” Well this fall we are going to dive into Can I Ask
That: 8 Hard questions about God & Faith and wrestle through some tough questions
like, “Can I be a Christian and believe in evolution? What does the bible say about
being gay?” Leader: Liz Pfeffer
MIDDLE SCHOOL
MIDDLE SCHOOL SURVIVAL: Entering the world of middle school is scary and
exciting. But with a little help from a book called The Middle School Survival Manual, it
doesn’t have to be overwhelming. The Lord Your God is with you wherever you go
(Joshua 1:9). With this manual learn to: Give grades a boost, Make testing as easy as 1,
2, 3, Live your faith at school, and lots more! Leader: Pastor Shea
PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5
THE STORY: Children will experience God's great love as His story comes to life! 31
engaging lessons for preschoolers through elementary children are formatted
around relatable Scripture references, memory verses, and Bible themes.

Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, Ellen Whitehurst

YOUTH DATES

October 7—NYG 2019 Parent/Youth Meeting
October 10— Youth Group, 6:30pm
October 17— Youth-led Worship, 6:30pm
October 20—Kayaking @ Hillsborough River, 9:00am
October 24— Youth Group, 6:30pm
October 31— ***NO Youth Group***
November
2-4—MS
YouthareGathering
@ Lake Yale
Grades 6 through
12—friends
always welcome!
Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM

Topics for this month:
October 14: "We Will Not Fear"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann
Dr. Oswald Hoffmann says, "Fear is a fact of life ... but faith in God harnesses fear and
points it in the right direction." (Psalm 46)
October 21: "We Preach Christ Crucified"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann
In a classic message from 1955, Dr. Oswald Hoffmann talks about all the things that
change-and the God Who doesn't. (1 Corinthians 1:23-24)

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
SHUT-INS:
Andy Anderson
Diane Bates
Frank Dahkle
Bonnie Genrich

LEADERS:
Dorothy Maltzahn

Liz Miller
Mark Stefanos
Tom Thomas

Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer
Pastor Shea Pennington
LCMS Synod & District

Hope Staff
Hope’s Ministries

Our Armed Forces
Our Nation
Our 1st Responders

Family and Friends of Hope
NEW REQUESTS:
George Hayes
health concerns
Libby Voigtmann
health concerns
CURRENT REQUESTS:
Douglas Brown
traveling to/from Russia (9/19—10/6)
Carnicelli family
brother & daughter of Jim Carnicelli—concerns
Stephanie Enloe
granddaughter of Billy & Dora Mueller—army reserves; deploying to Kuwait
Carlos Floyd
knee surgery (9/26)
Millie Houck
congestive heart failure
Kim
daughter of Joyce Van Matre—recovering; hip replacement
Lori
cousin of Jeff & Theresa Justice—spiritual concerns
Ron MacDonald
recovering; cataract surgery
Lt. Col. Bruce McConnell
friend of Mack & Sheila Goethe—cancer
Jeff & Alison Reaume & family mourning death of Ernie Reaume
Betty Snaper
sister of Mack Goethe—heart surgery
Mark Stefanos
health concerns
BATTLING CANCER:
Mari
Tom Battling
Bob Broshelle
Kori Dunke
Jean Marie Mactye
Judy Strait
Herb Bayer
Alice Correia
Marcus Elam
Pat Mailloux
Jeannie Lee Taylor
Laura Blake
Austin Dobbs
JoAnne Hayashi
Bruce McConnell
Mr. Wells
CanDee Brandon
Ginnie Donaldson
Barry Himmel
John Rademacher
Millie Wetz
John Brom
Casey Doyle
Dale Jarvis
Alan Rauner
Rick Ward
Laura Brom
Jace Driggers
Lucille Luedke
Abbey Sedlacek
Heather Whitehurst

Serving in the Military
Zachary Allen
Alex Almaguer
Zachary Bennett
Matt Bracken
Trevor Dahlke

Lorrie Daniell—R
Stephen Daniell—R
Stephanie Enloe—R
Joshua Gross
Erika Grosskopf
Brandon Hastings

(R—Reserves)

Brad Landis
Bobby Martin
Aaron Morley
Stephen Olliff—R
Donnie Pittman
Derek Quackenbush

Justin Rappa
Ryan Sonnenberg
Caleb Strand
Mike Szostkiewicz—R

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks.

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.”
1Corinthians 4:1

SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (10/7/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Madison Reese
Acolyte
9:15/Nate Gall
Lector
9:15/Gloria Warner
Elder on Duty
9:15/Todd Warner
Communion Assistant
9:15/Todd Warner
Flowers
Howell family and Hope’s staff
Offerings
Dale & Jonie Wenzel
Ushers
Team 2
10:30/Nick Trivunovich,* Alex Drapp, Jim Drapp, Ken Hartmann

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Stuart & Sandy Howell in honor of Tim’s birthday
and
Hope’s staff in memory of Ernie & Lois Reaume
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (10/10/2018) ARE:
Lector
6:30/Carl Bergner
Elder on Duty
6:30/Mike McMinn
Communion Assistant
6:30/Mike McMinn
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (10/14/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Donald Finney
Lector
9:15/Donna Koren
Elder on Duty
9:15/Brian Heipp
Flowers
Harsh family
Offerings
Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner
Ushers
Team 3
10:30/ Stuart Howell,* Judy Adkins, Matt Finney, Jack Moberg
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF OCTOBER:
Altar Guild
James & Lauretta Tennyson
Nurse
Joyce Van Matre

