HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD

Welcome to Hope
SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

9:15AM—Worship
10:30AM—Family Bible Hour
4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship
6:30PM—Hope Studies
6:30PM—Youth Group

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus”
We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this
weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran
Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name
and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a
“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we
realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason
there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are
available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag
following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all
activities at Hope in the week ahead!
IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please
refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc.
Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our
worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just
as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your
use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the
pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be
appreciated! Thank you!

Hope: Anchored in Christ
Please turn off or silence your
cell phone and NO food or
drinks in the Sanctuary.

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us
as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day.

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 16, 2018

Activities This Week at Hope:
Sunday 9/16

Monday 9/17
Tuesday 9/18
Wednesday 9/19

Thursday 9/20
Sunday 9/23

9:15
10:30
4:00
6:30
10:30
6:30
1:30
5:30
6:30
6:30
10:30
6:30
9:15
10:30
4:00

Worship w/Communion
Family Bible Hour (snacks: Carnicelli)
Spanish Worship w/Communion
Choir
GriefShare
GriefShare
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Bell Choir
Youth-led Living Hope Worship w/Communion
Hope Studies
Bible Study
Nominating Committee Meeting
Worship
Family Bible Hour (snacks: open)
Spanish Worship w/Communion

Worship Attendance/Communion:
Wednesday, September 5, 2018
Sunday, September 9, 2018:
Worship: 6:30: 25/25
Worship: 9:15: 133
Hope Studies: 6
FBH: Adults: 40 Youth: 0 Children: 0
Offerings—General Fund: $6,461.25

Stewardship Perspective:
Mark 9:24 – Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” Haven’t
we often felt like this! And notice that Jesus does not throw the man out because of his weakness of
faith: He still has pity, He still blesses the man as His Lord. But neither does Jesus leave people in
weakness of faith. He blesses us and calls us to a deeper faith – as He did to the disciples in the boat on
the storm tossed sea. How does our faith grow? By hearing the Word of God. What does our faith lead to
as it grows? A godly life lived in thanksgiving to our Lord.

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!

September 16, 2018

AS WE GATHER
Imagine if you were the father in today’s Gospel. Since childhood, his son has been
plagued by an unclean spirit that makes him mute and throws him down, doing bodily
harm. The dad brings his son to Jesus’ disciples, and they are of no help. The father
comes before Jesus and asks him to help . . . if He can. Jesus responds, “If you can! All
things are possible for one who believes.” To which the father cries out, “I believe; help
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:23–24). This father, who is at the end of his rope, cries out with
faith mixed with desperation. Thankfully, his worthiness, and our worthiness, does not
depend on the greatness or smallness of faith. Instead, it depends on Jesus, the object
of our faith. When we face desperate times, we, too, cry out in prayer and faith, “Lord, I
believe; help my unbelief!”
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELLS
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION “Song of Praise”

Scott M. Hyslop

The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.

OPENING HYMN

“Voices Raised to You We Offer”

LSB 795; vs. 1-4

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
1

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

C:

P:

C:

I love the LORD, because He has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.
Because He inclined His ear to me,
therefore I will call on Him as long as I live. Then I called on the
name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” Gracious is
the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful.
Since we are gathered together in our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship
of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His
people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.
For You have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears,
my feet from stumbling; I will walk before the LORD in the land of
the living. Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“This Is the Feast”

P:

C:

2

LSB 171

3

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:
Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need,
C:
continue to preserve Your Church in safety, govern her by Your
goodness, and bless her with Your peace;
P:
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C:
Amen.

 SERVICE OF THE WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING
L:

C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:

L:
C:

(“He who vindicates me is near.”)

Isaiah 50:4-10 (p.611)

The Lord GOD has given Me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may
know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning He
awakens; He awakens My ear to hear as those who are taught. The Lord
GOD has opened My ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. I
gave My back to those who strike, and My cheeks to those who pull out the
beard; I hid not My face from disgrace and spitting. But the Lord GOD helps
Me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set My face like a
flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. He who vindicates Me is
near.
Who will contend with Me?
Let us stand up together.
Who is My adversary?
Let him come near to Me.
Behold, the Lord GOD helps Me; who will declare Me guilty?
Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment;
the moth will eat them up.
Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice of His servant?
Let him who walks in darkness and has no light trust in the name of the
LORD and rely on his God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
4

EPISTLE

James 3:1-12 (p.1012)
(“From the same mouth come blessing and cursing.”)

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all stumble in many ways. And if
anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his
whole body. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide
their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are
driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the
pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How
great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body,
setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast
and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind,
8
but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
9
With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the
likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these
things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh
and salt water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs?
Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.
1

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE

“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”

Tune and text: Public domain

5

LSB 611; v. 1

HOLY GOSPEL
P:
C:

(Jesus casts out a spirit.)

Mark 9:14-29 (p.844)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
(Sung) Glory to You, O Lord!

And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and
scribes arguing with them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were
greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. 16And he asked them, “What are
you arguing about with them?” 17And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher,
I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18And whenever it
seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid.
So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” 19And he answered
them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear
with you? Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw
him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about,
foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening
to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22And it has often cast him into fire and into
water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”
23
And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.”
24
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”
25
And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean
spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and
never enter him again.” 26And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out,
and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took
him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when he had entered the house,
his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29And he said to them,
“This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”
14

P:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord!
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”

LSB 761

SERMON

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”

LSB 761

Rev. Dean Pfeffer

6

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together
is worshipped and glorified who spoke by the prophets. And I believe
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
OFFERING PRAYER
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen.
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along.
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day.

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes.

VOLUNTARY

“Toplady”
7

sett’g: Robert Lina

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Lord God, heavenly Father, You have given Your
beloved Son the tongue of those who are taught, that He may know how to
sustain with a word him who is weary. Prosper in every place the preaching
of His Word. By Your Spirit, enable Your pastors to proclaim it with clarity and
joy, and by the same Spirit open the ears of Your children to believe it with
gladness and be transformed by it. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Remember in kindness this congregation. Set our tongues free to bless You
as our Lord and Father, and by Your Spirit free us from all cursing and
complaining and enable us to gladly and freely connect people to Jesus. Lord,
in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Father, in Your glory You teach us in Your Word to pray for all who are in
authority, that we may lead lives of peace and godliness. Into Your hands,
we commend all who have been entrusted with offices of public trust in our
land. Grant to them all a share in Your wisdom, that they may serve with
integrity and honor. Free our public discourse from the distraction of personal
attacks, and help us all to use our tongues to explain our neighbor’s actions
in the kindest way. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Eternal Father, Your Son healed many who suffered from frail and diseased
bodies in His ministry, showing Your great compassion for us in our misery
and pointing us toward the final healing that awaits His glorious return. Into
His hands this day we commend all who are in need: the sick, the
homebound, the lonely, the grieving, the discouraged, the anxious and the
depressed. We especially put into Your hands all we have been asked to
remember at this altar: Diane Bates, Frank Dahlke, Ernie Reaume, and Mark
Stefanos. Shower each one with Your compassion, and sustain their faith as
they await Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Loving One, in the Holy Eucharist we know Your Son, who vindicates us, is
near. He comes to give us in His body and blood His saving righteousness,
the forgiveness of all our sins. Give to all who come to His table today
repentance and faith to welcome Him with joy, praying: Lord, I believe; help
my unbelief. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
8

P:

C:

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord who taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

+ HOLY COMMUNION +
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.
P:
C:

The peace of the Lord  be with you always.
And also with you.

LSB 963

AGNUS DEI

9

Text: © 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904
Tune: © 2001 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904

(The congregation may be seated.)

COMMUNION STATEMENT
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed
in the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity
and recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord
is truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament
God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of
responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully
share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time
of prayer on the many blessings God has given you. If you have any questions, please
see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats
and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is
also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Note: During distribution, one of our pastors will be in the back of the church for a time
of individual prayer with anyone desiring.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

THANKSGIVING

“Beautiful Savior”

LSB 537

“Amazing Grace”

LSB 744

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Text: Public domain

10

LSB 805

CLOSING PRAYER
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our
purpose. Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In
Jesus name. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P:
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C:
Amen.
P:
C:

We are now entering the mission field!
‘Here am I! Send me!’

CLOSING HYMN
“All You Works of God, Bless the Lord”
1
All you works of God, bless the Lord!
All you angels, now bless the Lord;
Come, you heavens and pow’rs that be,
Praise the Lord and His majesty: (Refrain)
(Refrain)

LSB 930; vs. 1,4,6

Raise your voices high, praise and magnify,
All you works of God, bless the Lord!
Raise your voices high, praise and magnify,
All you works of God, bless the Lord!

4

Hills and mountains, now sing His worth,
All you green things that grow on earth;
Seas and rivers, you springs and wells,
Beasts and cattle, you birds and whales: (Refrain)

6

Bless the Lord, all you pure of heart;
All you humble, His praise impart;
God the Father and Son adore,
Bless the Spirit forevermore! (Refrain)
Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904

POSTLUDE

“Linstead”
11

sett’g: Timothy Shaw

Connecting Points
TODAY: the church continues what is commonly known as the “long green season” or
more appropriately the “Sundays after Pentecost.” This part of the church year will
extend until the end of November. The emphasis of this season is the
taking of what we have seen and heard in Scripture and translating it
into our everyday lives as we join Jesus on His mission. The color of the
season is GREEN~ the color of growth and life to remind us that we are
to be daily growing in our faith and life with our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ!
BE SURE TO INVITE: family and friends to our worship each Sunday at
9:15AM. What a great way for you to share with others what God is doing
among us as we join together as God’s family for worship.
COME GROW WITH US: A new round of Family Bible Hour and Hope Studies
classes has just begun at Hope! Be sure to check out the descriptions in your
bulletin today and be sure to JOIN US! Every class ALWAYS has room for more.
A 2nd REQUEST: to ministry team members regarding your desire to serve on
your current team in 2019 by Hope’s Nominating Committee was sent last
week. PLEASE be sure to respond by TODAY.
MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday
morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com)
and going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning
messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.
MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!: Here is your official invitation to join us on
Mondays at 6:30PM in the music room for Choir. We have available slots
for all voicings and ages if you’d like to make it a family mission. Help us
to Praise His Name and connect people to Jesus. …Can’t sing, but love
to Praise Our Lord? If you can count to 4, you can still make that Joyful
Noise. Join us for Bells at 5:30PM on Wednesdays. Anyone between
confirmation-age and 100 years are welcome!
WEDNESDAYS CONTINUE: at Hope! That means our Living Hope Worship
is singing the Lord’s praises every Wednesday beginning at 6:30PM, and
our Hope Studies class is back to work studying God’s Word in the
Conference Room. Don’t be left out—come on down and join us!

BUTTER BRAIDS ARE HERE!: See Hope's youth after worship TODAY in Fellowship Hall to pick
up your Butter Braid(s). Thank you for you blessed support which helped
our youth raise $1,300 in order to attend 2019 National Youth Gathering!
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Don’t forget we will meet Thursday, September 20th at 6:30PM
in Pastor Pfeffer’s office.
FROM OUR ELDERS: After much prayer and consideration, your Elders Ministry Team has
decided to maintain our 9:15AM Sunday morning worship schedule
through the month of October. HOWEVER, should we find the need to
return to two morning worship services prior to November, we will take
action immediately. Should you have any concerns, please see any
one of Hope’s Elders. Together in Mission, Your Elders Ministry Team.
SYNODICAL CONVENTION DELEGATE: If you would like to be considered to
serve as a lay delegate to our LCMS National Convention in July 2019
(expenses paid) in Tampa, please be sure to contact Pastor Pfeffer. A
special Circuit forum will take place at Hope on October 14th for the
selection of Pastoral and lay delegates and alternate delegates.
AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY: exists for members of Hope (youth and adult) to
volunteer to assist in many ways from pages to altar guild to greeters at the
July 2019 LCMS Convention in Tampa. Stay tuned for more details…It’s going
to be HUGE folks! Pastor Pfeffer will have additional information soon.
SAVE THE DATE: for our Reformation 2018 celebration on October 28th. Joining us that day
to proclaim the Gospel at our morning worship and at our Winter Haven Circuit
Reformation Festival will be Rev. Dr. Glenn Nielsen of Concordia
Seminary. Dr. Nielsen was with us a few years ago to share about the K9
Care Dogs of Lutheran Church Charities and brought his dog Noah with
him. Dr. Nielsen was also a professor for Pastors Pfeffer & Shea when
they were students at the seminary. Our circuit celebration will take
place at Grace, Winter Haven with pre-service music beginning at 3:30
and worship at 4:00PM.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW: for our 24th Annual Turkey Supper! That’s right, it’s never
too early to think those nice autumn thoughts of turkey, so plan now for Sunday,
November 11th! You DON’T want to miss it! Naturally, there will be
announcements and eblasts about how YOU can help! Also, we will need
approximately 3 THRIVENT Action Team grants to assist in the purchase of
turkeys for this event. If you are willing to secure one of these grants, please
contact Pastor Pfeffer (hopepcpastor@gmail.com).

GREETINGS: have been received from Hope member Brandon Hastings
who continues his basic training at Lackland AFB. Brandon’s note is on
the bulletin board in the narthex. Please, take a few moments to send a
note of encouragement as you continue to lift Brandon in prayer to: AB
Hastings, Brandon T, 323 TRS/ FLT 689, Dorm 3A2, 1320 Truemper Street,
Unit 369548, JBSA, Lackland AFB, TX 78236.
HURRICANE FLORENCE RELIEF OPPORTUNITY: If you would like to assist your
brothers and sisters in Christ in North Carolina, please contact Pastor Andy
Ritchie at St. Paul, Lakeland (863-644-7710). They are assembling teams of
fellow Lutherans to go assist with hurricane relief.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 28:18
It’s Time…Our God is calling us to make a difference.
Your District – The Florida-Georgia District - has set a goal to start 10
new missions (2 in each of the 5 District Regions) each year for the
next 5 years. Imagine 50 new locations in Florida and Georgia where
Jesus and the news of salvation can be proclaimed!
Starting in November, as we celebrate the 70 th Anniversary of the
FLGA District, you will learn more about this goal and how you can
help to make it happen.

Did you “lose” someone this past year or maybe even a couple of years ago?
Losing a loved one is a suffocating experience—sometimes you wonder if you
will ever start living again? Or maybe you’re not sure if you even care about
life right now… If you need to get back on the “track” of life again—there is a
way—we can help you find the right track again. GriefShare is beginning
again on Tuesday, August 14th—it’s an “ok” place to be. You don’t have to talk
if you don’t want to, just listen—have some coffee, watch the video and see
what you think. Please call Lyn at 863-670-4866 for more information.
We’re already praying for you…

TUESDAYS

10:30AM & 6:30PM

Do you KNOW God? Or perhaps you know OF Him…
but maybe not ABOUT Him.
Our new series for Thursday morning Bible Class is
"The God You May Not Know."
Join us each Thursday morning at 10:30AM in the
Stephen Ministry room (aka classroom #8) to
learn WHO God really is…

All are welcome!

See Mary Jo Flamm

TODAY

to schedule
your photo session!

Preaching the Hymns
Summer Sunday Sermon Series
September 23rd— Church of God,
Elect and Glorious

September 30th— Lift High the Cross

ADULTS
THE STORY: The "Greatest Story Ever Told" is more than just a cliché. God goes to
great lengths to rescue lost and hurting people. That is what The Story is all
about—the story of the Bible, God’s great love affair with humanity.
Condensed into 31 accessible chapters, The Story sweeps you into the unfolding
progression of Bible characters and events from Genesis to Revelation. Using the
clear, accessible text of the NIV Bible, it allows the stories, poems, and teachings
of the Bible to read like a novel. And like any good story, The Story is filled with
intrigue, drama, conflict, romance, and redemption—and this story’s true!
Meets in Fellowship Hall. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer

THE BOOK OF ROMANS: From Corinth, Paul wrote a letter to Christians in Rome,
whom he had never met. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, this piece of
ancient writing, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, has become the most
influential letter in the world. Why? Because God knew Christians in every
generation would live in similar places with colliding cultures and would need
these words to guide their days. Join us in the study of God’s Word in the book of
Romans and find relevant answers to many of life’s questions today.
Meets in the Conference Room. Leader: Gloria Warner
GRADES 6-12
TEENLIFE: Many voices compete for influence in teenagers’ lives today. Some of
those voices are ultimately destructive to their relationships and personal
development. This five-lesson series, based on Jesus’ words in Matthew 5, will
help your students discern between the voices of our culture and true Jesuscentered living. Leader: Pastor Shea
PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5
THE STORY: Children will experience God's great love as His story comes to life! 31
engaging lessons for preschoolers through elementary children are formatted
around relatable Scripture references, memory verses, and Bible themes.

Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Tracy MacDonald, Ellen Whitehurst

YOUTH DATES

September 19— Youth-led Worship, 6:30pm
September 26— Youth Group, 6:30pm
October 3— Youth Group, 6:30pm
October 7—NYG 2019 Parent/Youth Meeting
October 10— Youth Group, 6:30pm
October 17— Youth-led Worship, 6:30pm
October
@ are
Hillsborough
Grades20—Kayaking
6 through 12—friends
always welcome! River,
Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM

Topics for this month:
September 23: "Come, Lord Jesus"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
In a classic message from 1998, Dr. Dale Meyer explains how a common table prayer
reminds us of our dependence upon God and His gifts. (Exodus 16)
September 30: "Cut Off-for Us"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Lawrence R. Rast Jr.
Sin is serious because it cuts us off from God. Guest speaker Dr. Lawrence Rast says Jesus
was cut off from God, in our place. (Mark 9:38-50)

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
SHUT-INS:

LEADERS:

Andy Anderson
Diane Bates
Frank Dahkle
Bonnie Genrich

Dorothy Maltzahn

Liz Miller
Mark Stefanos
Tom Thomas

Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer
Pastor Shea Pennington
LCMS Synod & District

Hope Staff
Hope’s Ministries

Our Armed Forces
Our Nation
Our 1st Responders

Family and Friends of Hope
NEW REQUESTS:
Kim
Lori

daughter of Joyce Van Matre—recovering; hip replacement
cousin of Jeff & Theresa Justice—spiritual concerns

CURRENT REQUESTS:
Carl & Brenda Bergner & Family
Douglas Brown
Frank Dahlke
Drew
Tom Ellison
Peggy Jordan & Family
Bryan Pfenning
Kraig Stahl
Mark Stefanos

birth of great-granddaughter Brooklynn
traveling to/from Russia (9/19—10/6)
health concerns
friend of Jesilynn Pfeffer—knee surgery
recovering from fall
friend of Joyce Warner—mourning death of Wilbur Jordan
health concerns
tests
health concerns

BATTLING CANCER:
Tom Battling
Herb Bayer
Laura Blake
CanDee Brandon
John Brom
Laura Brom

Bob Broshelle
Alice Correia
Austin Dobbs
Ginnie Donaldson
Casey Doyle
Jace Driggers

Kori Dunke
Marcus Elam
JoAnne Hayashi
Barry Himmel
Dale Jarvis
Lucille Luedke

Mari
Jean Marie Mactye
Pat Mailloux
John Rademacher
Alan Rauner
Abbey Sedlacek

Serving in the Military
Zachary Allen
Alex Almaguer
Zachary Bennett
Matt Bracken
Trevor Dahlke

Lorrie Daniell—R
Stephen Daniell—R
Stephanie Enloe—R
Joshua Gross
Erika Grosskopf
Brandon Hastings

Judy Strait
Jeannie Lee Taylor
Mr. Wells
Millie Wetz
Rick Ward
Heather Whitehurst

(R—Reserves)

Brad Landis
Bobby Martin
Aaron Morley
Stephen Olliff—R
Donnie Pittman
Derek Quackenbush

Justin Rappa
Ryan Sonnenberg
Caleb Strand
Mike Szostkiewicz—R

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks.

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.”
1Corinthians 4:1

SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (9/16/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Alex Attalla
Acolyte
9:15/Scarlett Gembala
Lector
9:15/John Koren
Elder on Duty
9:15/Mike McMinn
Communion Assistant
9:15/Mike McMinn
Flowers
Flamm family
Offerings
Wendell & Pam Lattz
Ushers
Team 2
8:00/Tom Whitehurst,* Carl Bergner, Harold Hastings, James Tennyson

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Bill & Mary Jo Flamm in honor of their wedding anniversary
and Mary Jo’s birthday
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (9/92/2018) ARE:
Lector
6:30/Youth
Elder on Duty
6:30/Lonnie Bertsch
Communion Assistant
6:30/Lonnie Bertsch
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (9/23/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Abby Aigner
Lector
9:15/Loretta Scott
Elder on Duty
9:15/Lonnie Bertsch
Flowers
Seth family
Offerings
Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner
Ushers
Team 3
8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF SEPTEMBER:
Altar Guild
James & Lauretta Tennyson
Nurse
Beverly Mane

