HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD

Welcome to Hope
SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

9:15AM—Worship
10:30AM—Family Bible Hour
4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship
6:30PM—Hope Studies
6:30PM—Youth Group

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus”
We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this
weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran
Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name
and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a
“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we
realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason
there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are
available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag
following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all
activities at Hope in the week ahead!
IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please
refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc.
Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our
worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just
as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your
use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the
pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be
appreciated! Thank you!

Hope: Anchored in Christ
Please turn off or silence your
cell phone and NO food or
drinks in the Sanctuary.

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us
as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day.

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 2, 2018

Activities This Week at Hope:
Sunday 9/2
9:15
4:00
Monday 9/3
Tuesday 9/4
10:30
6:00
6:30
6:30
Wednesday 9/5
1:30
5:30
6:30
6:30
6:30
Thursday 9/6

Friday 9/7
Saturday 9/8
Sunday 9/9

10:30
6:30
5:00
8:00
9:15
10:15
11:45
4:00

NO Family Bible Hour
Worship w/Communion
Spanish Worship w/Communion
Labor Day—Church Office Closed
Circuit Visitors Conference, Orlando
GriefShare
Fellowship Ministry Team Meeting
GriefShare
Missions & Outreach Ministry Team Meeting
Circuit Visitors Conference, Orlando
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Bell Choir
Living Hope Worship w/Communion
Hope Studies
Youth Group
Circuit Visitors Conference, Orlando
Bible Study
Elders Ministry Team Meeting
Youth @ Rock the Universe, Universal Studios, Orlando
Trustees’ workday
Youth Scrip Orders Due
Worship
Blood Pressure Screening
Christian Growth, Human Care, and Youth Ministry Team Meetings
Service of Ordination & Installation @ Messiah, Tampa

Worship Attendance/Communion:
Wednesday, August 22, 2018
Worship: 6:30: 22/21

Sunday, August 26, 2018:
Worship: 9:15: 153
FBH: Adults: 33 Youth: 7 Children: 6
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 28/17
Offerings—General Fund: $8,190.25

Stewardship Perspective:
Deuteronomy 4:6 – “Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the
peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding
people.’ ” There is no wiser, more fulfilling life than a life lived according to the Word of God. We should be
encouraged by this when the world tempts us to think that the Word of God is harmful to us. Our Father loves us; so
all His Word is meant to bless us.
Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!

September 2, 2018

AS WE GATHER
One of the greatest accomplishments of Satan is tricking people into believing he is not
real. After all, if people think he does not exist, then they aren’t prepared for his attacks.
Today, however, the apostle Paul reminds us of the reality of the old evil foe. Satan and
his threats are real, but God does not leave us defenseless. We are to “take up the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand firm” (Ephesians 6:13). When Paul calls us to put on the full armor of God,
the pieces of armor are all given in the one garment we put on in Holy Baptism. Clothed
in Christ and His strength, we are able to stand against Satan, confident that even
though he is a real threat, we need not fear!
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELLS
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION “Laudate Dominum”

sett’g: Lynn L. Petersen

The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.

OPENING HYMN

“Be Strong in the Lord”

LSB 665

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
P:
Therefore take up the whole armor of God,
C:
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day,
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P:
C:
P:
C:

and having done all,
to stand firm.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall
be whiter than snow.
Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me. Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P:

C:
P:

C:

HYMN OF PRAISE
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
LSB 657; vs. 1 & 4
1 A mighty fortress is our God, A sword and shield victorious;
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod And wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe Has sworn to work us woe.
With craft and dreadful might He arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.
4

God’s Word forever shall abide, No thanks to foes, who fear it;
For God Himself fights by our side With weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house, Goods, honor, child, or spouse,
Though life be wrenched away, They cannot win the day.
The Kingdom’s ours forever!
Text (sts. 1–4): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904
Text (sts. 1s–4s): Public domain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:
Let us pray. O God, our strength is not found in our knowledge, but in
Christ alone. Give us good courage,
C:
that we would stand firm even in the midst of the devil’s
schemes by the strength You give;
P:
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

 SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 (p.148)
(“Listen to the statues and just decrees that I am teaching you.”)

OLD TESTAMENT READING

And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching you, and do
them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the
God of your fathers, is giving you. 2You shall not add to the word that I command you,
nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I
command you. 6Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will
say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 7For what great nation
is there that has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is to us, whenever we call upon
him? 8And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this
law that I set before you today? 9“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you
forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the
days of your life. Make them known to your children and your children's children.
1

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE
L:

C:

L:

L:
C:

Ephesians 6:10-20 (p.979)
(“Put on the whole armor of God.”)

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes
of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.
Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having
put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your
feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In
all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and
supplication.
To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all
the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my
mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”

LSB 655

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all He has done.
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are Lord of lords alone;
Defend Your holy Church that we May sing Your praise eternally.
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life.
Text: Public domain
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Mark 7:14-23 (p.843)
(What comes out of a man is what makes him “unclean.”)

HOLY GOSPEL
P:
C:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter.
(Sung) Glory to You, O Lord!

And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and
understand: 15There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him,
but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.” 17And when he had
entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable. 18And
he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that
whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, 19since it enters not his
heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 20And he
said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21For from within, out of the
heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22coveting,
wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23All these evil things
come from within, and they defile a person.”
14

P:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord!
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

LSB 770

SERMON

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”

LSB 770

Rev. Dean Pfeffer

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together
is worshipped and glorified who spoke by the prophets. And I believe
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
OFFERING PRAYER
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen.
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along.
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day.

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes.

VOLUNTARY

“Converse”

Charles Converse

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Lord God, You know the great evils that lurk in
our hearts by nature, defiling us from within. Pour out Your Holy Spirit on
all Your baptized people, that He may constantly cleanse our hearts by
faith. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Look in compassion on all who bear public office in our land. Give them
wisdom, courage and integrity. Destroy and hinder in our common life all
that is not pleasing to You, and prosper with Your blessing all that accords
with Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
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P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:
C:

On this Labor Day weekend, we praise You especially for Your gift of work
in our many callings. Free us from thinking of that gift as drudgery. Help
us to welcome labor with joy as an opportunity to be a blessing to our
neighbors. Remember especially all who desire work but can find no
gainful employment, as well as those no longer able to work as they
would like. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Wise and holy One, You instruct Your people not to forget Your great
works and diligently to make them known to their children. Prosper the
instruction of young people in the faith throughout Your Church, that they
may grow to lead lives of faith and courage and remain faithful to Christ
all their days. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We place into Your hands today Your servants who are passing through
difficult times especially all we have been asked to remember at this
altar Diane Bates, Frank Dahlke, Tom Ellison, Ernie Reaume, and Mark
Stefanos. Make them strong in You and in the strength of Your might.
Arm them with the full armor of God, that they may be able to withstand
on the evil day and, having done all, to stand firm, waiting with
confidence for Your deliverance. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Holy Father, we know that since nothing outside us going in can defile us,
even more we know that there is something coming from outside and
going in that makes us clean: the very body and blood of Your beloved
Son. Give us faith to welcome Him with joy as He comes to us in this
Eucharist, forgiving, cleansing and restoring us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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+ HOLY COMMUNION +
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.
P:
C:

The peace of the Lord  be with you always.
And also with you.

LSB 963

AGNUS DEI

Text: © 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904
Tune: © 2001 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904

(The congregation may be seated.)

COMMUNION STATEMENT

If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed in
the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity and
8

recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord is truly
present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament God gives us
forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of responsibility in the
whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully share this sacrament with
us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time of prayer on the many blessings
God has given you. If you have any questions, please see a pastor or an elder. Please
remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the
body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary
restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is also served in the center of the tray, and glutenfree wafers are available upon request.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Onward, Christian Soldiers”

LSB 662

“O Lord, We Praise Thee”

LSB 617

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

LSB 924; v. 1

Text and tune: Public domain

CLOSING PRAYER
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our
purpose. Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In
Jesus name. Amen.
9

BENEDICTION
P:
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C:
Amen.
P:
C:

We are now entering the mission field!
‘Here am I! Send me!’

CLOSING HYMN
“O Church Arise”
O Church, arise, / and put your armour on; / Hear the call of Christ our Captain.
For now the weak / can say that they are strong, /
in the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith / and belt of truth / we’ll stand against the devil’s lies;
An army bold / whose battle cry is Love / reaching out to those in darkness.
Our call to war, / to love the captive soul, but to rage against the captor;
And with the sword / that makes the wounded whole, /
we will fight with faith and valor.
When faced with trials / on ev’ry side, / we know the outcome is secure.
And Christ will have / the prize for which He died, / an inheritance of nations.
Come see the cross, / where love and mercy meet, /
as the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes / lie crushed beneath His feet, / for the Conqueror has risen.
And as the stone / is rolled away / and Christ emerges from the grave,
This vict’ry march / continues till the day / ev’ry eye and heart shall see Him.
So Spirit, come, / put strength in ev’ry stride, / give— grace for ev’ry hurdle;
That we may run / with faith, to win the prize / of a servant, good and faithful.
As saints of old / still line the way, / retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls, / and hunger for the day /
when, with Christ, we stand in glory.
As saints of old / still line the way, / retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls, / and hunger for the day /
when, with Christ, we stand in glory.
CCLI Song #4611992 | Words and Music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend | © 2005 Thankyou Music
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 759305
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GROWING IN THE GRACE OF GIVING
It’s September, and everything is in full swing again: back to school and back to church attendance after vacations and
weekends away. And since everything is back into full swing, it’s a perfect time to get back to basics, back to the
foundation.
At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis provides a helpful reminder, by
way of analogy, for the foundation of stewardship. He wrote:
Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment to moment, is given you
by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service you could not give Him
anything that was not in a sense His own already. So then, when we talk of a man doing anything for God or
giving anything to God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child going to its father and saying,
“Daddy, give me six pence to buy you a birthday present.” Of course, the father does, and he is pleased with the
child’s present. It is all very nice and proper, but only an idiot would think that the father is six-pence to the
good on the transaction. When a man has made these two discoveries God can really get to work. It is after this
that real life begins. (128–129).
This is the first thing we are given to confess about stewardship, and it has
to do with ownership. God owns everything, and we are simply managers
— stewards — acting on His behalf. This is true not only of all that we have
in this life (Deuteronomy 8:17–18), but also all that we are in this life (1
Corinthians 6:20).
The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or managers, of what
belongs to God, entrusted to make use of it according to His will, there is an
expectation of responsibility and accountability.
For the Lord said, “Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be
required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the
more” (Luke 12:48b).
And from this comes blessing and reward: “Well done, good and faithful
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter
into the joy of your master” (Matthew 25:21).
We have everything we need to support this body and life from our God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any
merit or worthiness in us. We have everything we need for our spiritual life also from His merciful hands.
On account of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus, through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the
sacraments, we have the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting salvation delivered to us with absolute certainty
that it is ours — not as stewards but as sons (Galatians 4:1–7).
Let us then, as His own sons, press all that He gives to us into the service of His church and to His glory.

Connecting Points
TODAY: the church continues what is commonly known as the “long green season” or
more appropriately the “Sundays after Pentecost.” This part of the
church year will extend until the end of November. The emphasis of this
season is the taking of what we have seen and heard in Scripture and
translating it into our everyday lives as we join Jesus on His mission. The
color of the season is GREEN~ the color of growth and life to remind us
that we are to be daily growing in our faith and life with our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ!
IT’S IN THERE: If you have not checked your mailbox yet, be sure to do so
TODAY. Your September calendar and Servant Schedule is in there just
waiting for you to take home and put on your fridge!
BE SURE TO INVITE: family and friends to our worship each Sunday at
9:15AM. What a great way for you to share with others what God is doing
among us as we join together as God’s family for worship.
USHERS: As a reminder, we are alternating teams each month. September
is our 8:00 teams. However, if you see any Sunday there is a shortage of
ushers, please feel free to assist. ALSO, since we are still on our “summer”
schedule, please make every effort to arrive at Hope by 8:50am to greet
worshipers as they will already be arriving by that time.
MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday
morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com)
and going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning
messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.
NOTICE: Due to the Labor Day holiday, there will be NO Family Bible
Hour THIS MORNING. Also, the church office will be CLOSED on
TOMORROW—Monday, September 3rd. In the event of a pastoral
emergency, please be sure to contact Pastor Pfeffer at 813-752-1164
(home) or 813-416-2373(cell).
OUT OF THE OFFICE: Pastor Pfeffer will be attending the Fall Circuit Visitors
Conference at the District Office in Orlando Tuesday afternoon until
Thursday afternoon. In the event of a pastoral emergency, please be sure to
contact Jessica in the church office (813-752-4622) during the day and
Pastor Pfeffer’s cell (813-416-2373) after hours.

ATTENTION MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS: Please be sure to check the calendar for your
team’s monthly meeting!
Fellowship—Tuesday 9/4 @ 6:00PM, Fellowship Hall
Missions & Outreach—Tuesday 9/4 @ 6:30PM, Fellowship Hall
Elders—Thursday 9/6 @ 6:30PM, Conference Room
Trustees—Saturday 9/8 @ 8:00AM, around campus
Christian Growth—Sunday 9/9 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Human Care—Sunday 9/9 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Youth Ministry—Sunday 9/9 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Board of Directors—Thursday 9/13 @ 6:30PM, Conference Room
WEDNESDAYS CONTINUE: at Hope! That means our Living Hope Worship
is singing the Lord’s praises every Wednesday beginning at 6:30PM, and
our Hope Studies class is back to work studying God’s Word in the
Conference Room. Don’t be left out—come on down and join us!
ELDERS: Please be sure to read chapters 9 & 10 of “Joining Jesus” in
advance of our meeting Thursday evening. Your packet of materials will be
sent out no later than Thursday morning. Should you need them printed for
you, please contact Jessica in the church office.
COME GROW WITH US: A new round of Family Bible Hour and Hope
Studies classes will begin at Hope following Labor Day. Be sure to check
out the descriptions in your bulletin and JOIN US! Every class ALWAYS
has room for more.
THE ORDINATION & INSTALLATION: of John Cabos & Miguel Sanabria to serve in our
Hispanic ministry will take place Sunday, September 9th at Messiah
Lutheran Church, 14920 Hutchison Rd, Tampa. The service will begin at
4:00PM with a reception to follow. President Greg Walton will serve as
Officiant for the service. Also, Pastor Miguel (Sr) will be officially retiring
August 30th. We thank God for his leadership and ministry among us these
past years. Further information will be shared as the date grows closer but
mark your calendars NOW to join us for this special service.
CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTION: Begins September 15th at 10:00AM for those
in grades 6 and up who have not been a part of Hope’s Confirmation
program. Please be sure to contact the church office to register. At least
one parent must attend the first half hour of class on September 15th for
the orientation. (Class will end at noon.)

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW: for our 24th Annual Turkey Supper! That’s right,
it’s never too early to think those nice autumn thoughts of turkey, so plan now
for Sunday, November 11th! You DON’T want to miss it! Naturally, there will be
announcements and eblasts about how YOU can help!
IMPORTANT REMINDER: Our ENTIRE Hope campus has been designated a
“NO SMOKING” facility. Your help in keeping this policy will go a long way!
Thanks for your help and the stewardship of the body God has entrusted to
you!

Contact TOM REAGIN for more info: 813-293-5043 or tom.reagin@thrivent.com

socks n undies
September 15 @ 6:00PM

Fellowship Hall & Courtyard
Please bring NEW socks and underwear
for children in kindergarten—grade 5
to be distributed at two Plant City
achievement schools
Our Missions & Outreach Ministry Team
will match all that is collected!
Collection basket in the Narthex through Sept. 9
Sponsored by Hope’s
Missions & Outreach Ministry Team

There will be board games, card games...such as
UNO, and yard games. You may also bring your
favorite board or yard game. Food and drinks will
be provided. We hope you will join us for an
evening of Fellowship and games.

Hosted by Hope’s
Fellowship Ministry Team

Did you “lose” someone this past year or maybe even a couple of years ago?
Losing a loved one is a suffocating experience—sometimes you wonder if you
will ever start living again? Or maybe you’re not sure if you even care about
life right now… If you need to get back on the “track” of life again—there is a
way—we can help you find the right track again. GriefShare is beginning
again on Tuesday, August 14th—it’s an “ok” place to be. You don’t have to talk
if you don’t want to, just listen—have some coffee, watch the video and see
what you think.
Please call Lyn at 863-670-4866 for more information.
We’re already praying for you…

TUESDAYS

10:30AM & 6:30PM

Preaching the Hymns
Summer Sunday Sermon Series
September 9th— O Bless the Lord,
My Soul
th
September 16 — Rock of Ages,
Cleft for Me

September 23rd— Church of God,
Elect and Glorious
th
September 30 — Lift High the Cross

Service of
ORDINATION &
INSTALLATION
John Cabos
Miguel Sanabria
to serve in our Hispanic Ministry
Messiah Lutheran Church
14920 Hutchison Rd, Tampa

September 9, 2018
4:00PM

4:00PM service
President Greg Walton, Officiating
Reception to follow

ADULTS
THE STORY: The "Greatest Story Ever Told" is more than just a cliché. God goes to
great lengths to rescue lost and hurting people. That is what The Story is all
about—the story of the Bible, God’s great love affair with humanity.
Condensed into 31 accessible chapters, The Story sweeps you into the unfolding
progression of Bible characters and events from Genesis to Revelation. Using the
clear, accessible text of the NIV Bible, it allows the stories, poems, and teachings
of the Bible to read like a novel. And like any good story, The Story is filled with
intrigue, drama, conflict, romance, and redemption—and this story’s true!
Meets in Fellowship Hall. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer
THE BOOK OF ROMANS: From Corinth, Paul wrote a letter to Christians in Rome,
whom he had never met. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, this piece of
ancient writing, The Letter of Paul to the Romans, has become the most
influential letter in the world. Why? Because God knew Christians in every
generation would live in similar places with colliding cultures and would need
these words to guide their days. Join us in the study of God’s Word in the book of
Romans and find relevant answers to many of life’s questions today.
Meets in the Conference Room. Leader: Gloria Warner
GRADES 6-12
TEENLIFE: Many voices compete for influence in teenagers’ lives today. Some of
those voices are ultimately destructive to their relationships and personal
development. This five-lesson series, based on Jesus’ words in Matthew 5, will
help your students discern between the voices of our culture and true Jesuscentered living. Leader: Pastor Shea
PRESCHOOL—GRADE 5
THE STORY: Children will experience God's great love as His story comes to life! 31
engaging lessons for preschoolers through elementary children are formatted
around relatable Scripture references, memory verses, and Bible themes.

Leaders: Yolanda Heipp, Ellen Whitehurst

YOUTH DATES

September 5— Youth Group, 6:30pm
September 7—Rock the Universe, 5:00pm
September 9—Begin Gift Card Tree Fundraiser
September 12— Youth Group, 6:30pm
September 19— Youth-led Worship, 6:30pm
September 26— Youth Group, 6:30pm
October
@ Hillsborough
Grades13—Kayaking
6 through 12—friends
are always welcome!River
Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM

Topics for this month:
September 9: "The Changeless Christ for a Changing World"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Walter A. Maier
Whether read online or in print, the pages are filled with unsettling, disturbing stories
about the world in which we live. Yet our, Rock, Christ Jesus is the same yesterday, today
and forever! (Hebrews 13:8)

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
SHUT-INS:

LEADERS:

Andy Anderson
Diane Bates
Frank Dahkle
Bonnie Genrich

Dorothy Maltzahn

Liz Miller
Mark Stefanos
Tom Thomas

Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer
Pastor Shea Pennington
LCMS Synod & District

Hope Staff
Hope’s Ministries

Our Armed Forces
Our Nation
Our 1st Responders

Family and Friends of Hope
NEW REQUESTS:
Douglas Brown
Drew
Wilbur Jordan
CURRENT REQUESTS:
Nancy Baker
Jim Baldwin
Frank Dahlke
Tom Ellison
Alan & Sue Griffin Family
George Hayes & Family
George Hayes
Lt. Col. Mac McConnell
Dane & Cindy Petersen
Bryan Pfenning
Doug Shaw
Mark Stefanos

traveling to/from Russia (9/19—10/6)
friend of Jesilynn Pfeffer—knee surgery
friend of Joyce Warner—health concerns
friend of Mac & Sheila Goethe—health concerns
recovering from hospitalization at home
rehab; health concerns
recovering from fall
mourning death of brother-in-law Bobby Vines
mourning death of brother Ronald
health in family
friend of Mac & Sheila Goethe—health concerns
safety & witness opportunities during St. Thomas mission trip
health concerns
recovering from surgery
health concerns

BATTLING CANCER:
Tom Battling
Herb Bayer
Laura Blake
CanDee Brandon
John Brom
Laura Brom

Bob Broshelle
Alice Correia
Austin Dobbs
Ginnie Donaldson
Casey Doyle
Jace Driggers

Kori Dunke
Marcus Elam
JoAnne Hayashi
Barry Himmel
Dale Jarvis
Lucille Luedke

Mari
Jean Marie Mactye
Pat Mailloux
John Rademacher
Alan Rauner
Abbey Sedlacek

Serving in the Military
Zachary Allen
Alex Almaguer
Zachary Bennett
Matt Bracken
Trevor Dahlke

Lorrie Daniell—R
Stephen Daniell—R
Stephanie Enloe—R
Joshua Gross
Erika Grosskopf
Brandon Hastings

Judy Strait
Jeannie Lee Taylor
Mr. Wells
Millie Wetz
Rick Ward
Heather Whitehurst

(R—Reserves)

Brad Landis
Bobby Martin
Aaron Morley
Stephen Olliff—R
Donnie Pittman
Derek Quackenbush

Justin Rappa
Ryan Sonnenberg
Caleb Strand
Mike Szostkiewicz—R

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks.

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.”
1Corinthians 4:1

SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (9/2/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Mason Reese
Acolyte
9:15/Tristan Mercier
Lector
9:15/Pat Bender
Elder on Duty
9:15/Lonnie Bertsch
Communion Assistant
9:15/Lonnie Bertsch
Flowers
Senkarik family
Offerings
Dale & Jonie Wenzel
Ushers
Team 3
8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Dan & Lyn Senkarik in honor of Dan’s birthday
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (9/5/2018) ARE:
Lector
6:30/Tena Matthews
Elder on Duty
6:30/Wayne Warner
Communion Assistant
6:30/Wayne Warner
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (9/9/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Jackson Venrick
Lector
9:15/Tena Matthews
Elder on Duty
9:15/Ryan Reese
Flowers
E. Reaume family
Offerings
Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner
Ushers
Team 1
8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF AUGUST:
Altar Guild
Yolanda Heipp
Nurse
Sally Kimbrell

