HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD

Welcome to Hope
SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

9:15AM—Worship
10:30AM—Family Bible Hour
4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship
6:30PM—Youth Group

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus”
We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this
weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran
Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name
and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a
“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we
realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason
there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are
available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag
following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all
activities at Hope in the week ahead!
IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please
refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc.
Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our
worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just
as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your
use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the
pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be
appreciated! Thank you!

Hope: Anchored in Christ
Please turn off or silence your
cell phone and NO food or
drinks in the Sanctuary.

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us
as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day.

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 19, 2018

Activities This Week at Hope:
Sunday 8/19

Tuesday 8/21
Wednesday 8/22

Thursday 8/23
Sunday 8/26

9:15
10:30
2:00
4:00
4:00
10:00
6:30
1:30
6:30
6:30
10:30
9:15
10:30
4:00

Worship w/Communion
Family Bible Hour (snacks: Hartmann)
New Member Class: Discovering the Faith
New Member Class: Discovering Hope
Spanish Worship w/Communion
GriefShare
GriefShare
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Living Hope Worship w/Communion
Youth Group
Bible Study
Worship
Family Bible Hour (snacks: open)
Spanish Worship w/Communion

Worship Attendance/Communion:
Wednesday, August 8, 2018
Worship: 6:30: 24/24

Sunday, August 12, 2018:
Worship: 9:15: 127
FBH: Adults: 34 Youth: 4 Children: 4
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 19/9
Offerings—General Fund: $7,574.35

Stewardship Perspective:
Ephesians 5:6-7 – “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore, do not associate with them.” The wrath of
God is a real thing and we do well to reflect on this. As the Small Catechism states: God threatens to
punish all who break these commandments. Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do
anything against them. But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these
commandments. Therefore, we should also love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands.

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!

August 19, 2018

AS WE GATHER
We are an audiovisual culture. Everywhere you turn, people use a wide variety of means
to get your attention: billboards along the highway, commercials on the radio, pop-up
advertisements on social media, telephone surveys that interrupt your family dinner. The
list could go on and on. Jesus, too, used a variety of means at His disposal in the first
century to communicate His message of life and salvation. He Himself is the greatest
communication in any time and place—the very Word made flesh. Christ gives words
that are spirit and life. He speaks. We listen. Christ also does the saving work of
removing darkness by His death and resurrection. He shines. We see and live. Talk
about an audiovisual Savior! Today, let us listen, touch, taste, and see. As we respond
to God’s grace with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, let us lift up thankful hearts to
our Father in the name of Jesus.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELLS
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION “O Grosser Gott”

sett’g: Matthew Machemer

The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.

OPENING HYMN

“O God of God, O Light of Light”

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
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LSB 810

P:
C:

P:

C:

Let us come into the light and approach our Lord in prayer. (In a time of
silence, we reflect on our great need for Jesus’ saving work.) Together, we pray.
O God our Father, light-creator, Your perfect glory exposes the
darkness of our ways. As children who stray from their Father’s
instruction, we have wandered in disobedience and stumbled in
what we have thought, said, and done. By the rescuing work of
Your Son, the light of the world, shine on us the bright beams of
forgiveness. Wash us in the light of His resurrection victory so
that we make melodies with our lips and honor You with our
lives. Amen.
In Christ Jesus, You who once were darkness are now light. Walk as
children of the light. Be who you are! As a called and ordained servant of
the Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Splendor and Honor”

Tune: © 1987 K. Lee Scott, admin. MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904
Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000904
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:
Let us pray. Almighty God, grant us grace to know Your Son, Jesus,
C:
who alone has the words of eternal life, that we would walk in
the light of His glory and truth;
P:
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit,
C:
one God, now and forever. Amen.

 SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Joshua 24:1-2a; 14-18 (p.198)
(Choose whom you will serve.)

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before
God. 2And Joshua said to all the people, 14“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in
sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord,
choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the
region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 16Then the people answered, “Far be it from
us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods, 17for it is the Lord our God who
brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and
who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we went, and
among all the peoples through whom we passed. 18And the Lord drove out before us all
the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord,
for he is our God.”
1

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE

(We walk as children of light.)

Ephesians 5:6-21 (p.978)

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God
comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not become partners with them;
8
for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children
of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,
but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in
secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14for anything
that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the
dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise
but as wise, 16making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18And do not get drunk with
wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your
heart, 20giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.
6

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE
“Seek Ye First”
LSB 712
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, And His righteousness.
And all these things shall be added unto you! Allelu, alleluia!
Man does not live by bread alone, But by ev’ry word
That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, Allelu, alleluia!
© 1972 Maranatha! Music; admin. Music Services (ASCAP). Used by permission.

HOLY GOSPEL
P:
C:

John 6:51-69 (p.892)
(Jesus speaks words of spirit and life.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter.
(Sung) Glory to You, O Lord!

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he
will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 52The
Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to
eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever feeds on my flesh
and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55For my
51
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flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks
my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57As the living Father sent me, and I live because
of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58This is the
bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate and died.
Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59Jesus said these things in the
synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 60When many of his disciples heard it, they
said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61But Jesus, knowing in himself that
his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this?
62
Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It
is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to
you are spirit and life. 64But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew
from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would
betray him.) 65And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it
is granted him by the Father.” 66After this many of his disciples turned back and no
longer walked with him. 67So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as
well?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life, 69and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One
of God.”

P:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord!
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

“Amazing Grace”

LSB 744

“Amazing Grace”

LSB 744

Rev. Shea Pennington

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at
5

the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together
is worshipped and glorified who spoke by the prophets. And I believe
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the forgiveness of sins and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
OFFERING PRAYER
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen.
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along.
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day.

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes.

VOLUNTARY

“Amazing Grace w/My Chains Are Gone” Anna Laura Paige

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Heavenly Father, the words of our Savior are
spirit and life. Give us grace to cling to them always, but especially when
we find them hard to listen to, that we may discover with Peter and the
other apostles that Christ alone has the words of eternal life. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Look in mercy on all the baptized, pour out Your Spirit on them and fill
them with the light of Your Word, so that Your people may live as children
6

C:
P:

C:
P:
C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

of the light, taking no part in the unfruitful works of darkness. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Wise One, You set a banquet before us in Word and meal and summon us
to leave our simple ways and live, walking in the way of insight.
Remember Matthew, our Synod president; Greg, our district
president; Dean, our circuit visitor; and all servants of the Church. Grant
that they may always increase in learning and find knowing You to be the
path of insight. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Raise up, we beg You, Lord, ever new workers for Your harvest fields,
determined like Joshua of old to serve You alone. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Ruler of all, look in compassion on Donald, our country’s president; on all
who serve in the legislature or as judges; and on all who serve in our
armed forces. Uphold them in honor and integrity, and make them a
blessing. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Kind Father, Your Son is the healer of the sick, the resurrection of the
dead and our bread of life. Hear our prayers today for those who suffer,
those taking treatments or facing surgery, the sick and those who are
dying. We commend to Your loving hands above all those we have been
asked to remember before You: Jim Baldwin, Diane Bates, Frank Dahlke,
Ernie Reaume, Doug Shaw, and Mark Stefanos. Comfort them and sustain
them with Your powerful Word, granting whatever healing You will. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bountiful Giver, Your Son assures us that His flesh is true food and His
blood true drink, and that those who feed on Him will live forever because
of Him. By Your Spirit, prepare our hearts to welcome Him as He comes to
us in this Eucharist, that we may rejoice in His promises and depart in His
peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to pray:

7

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

+ HOLY COMMUNION +
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.
P:
C:

The peace of the Lord  be with you always.
And also with you.

AGNUS DEI

“The Lord, My God, Be Praised”

Text and tune: Public domain

8

LSB 794; v. 2

(The congregation may be seated.)

COMMUNION STATEMENT
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed
in the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity
and recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord
is truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament
God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of
responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully
share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time
of prayer on the many blessings God has given you. If you have any questions, please
see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats
and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is
also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Note: During distribution, one of our pastors will be in the back of the church for a time
of individual prayer with anyone desiring.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Come, Let Us Eat”

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”
THANKSGIVING

“The Lord, My God, Be Praised”

Text and tune: Public domain
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LSB 618
LSB 794; v. 4

CLOSING PRAYER
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our
purpose. Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In
Jesus name. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P:
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C:
Amen.
P:
C:

We are now entering the mission field!
‘Here am I! Send me!’

CLOSING HYMN
“Blessed Assurance”
BOB 24
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.
(Chorus)

This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, Christ on the cross, For my salvation He suffered loss,
Gave up His life and gave up His throne, Purchased and won me,
made me His own. (Chorus)
Knowing forgiveness, now I’m at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest;
Watching and waiting, looking above, Filled with His goodness,
lost in His love. (Chorus)
Vict’ry o’er satan, death, and the grave,
O what a joy to know that I’m saved!
Claiming no merit, works of my own, All glory, praise, be to God alone!

(Chorus)

Fanny J. Crosby & Phoebe P. Knapp | altered and new text by Michael Zehnder | © Copyright 2000 Michael Zehnder | All rights reserved. Used by Permission.

POSTLUDE

“Blessed Assurance”
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Connecting Points
TODAY: the church continues what is commonly known as the “long green season” or
more appropriately the “Sundays after Pentecost.” This part of the
church year will extend until the end of November. The emphasis of this
season is the taking of what we have seen and heard in Scripture and
translating it into our everyday lives as we join Jesus on His mission. The
color of the season is GREEN~ the color of growth and life to remind us
that we are to be daily growing in our faith and life with our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ!
BE SURE TO INVITE: family and friends to our summer worship each Sunday
at 9:15AM. What a great way for you to share with others what God is
doing among us as we join together as God’s family for worship.
REMEMBER: Don’t let your worship and praise take a vacation this summer!
YOUR FAVORITE FROZEN PASTRY: is back! Now through Sunday, August 26th, Hope’s Youth
are selling these delicious treats. So, if you have a craving for something
sweet, and if you want to help support Hope’s youth attend the LCMS
2019 National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis...buy a Butter Braid!
DO YOU HAVE A HEART: for connecting college students to Jesus? Then see Pastor Shea
to learn how you could join Jesus on His mission at HCC.
PLEASE REMEMBER: as you travel this summer, the stewardship of your
gifts is important to the ongoing mission and ministry of Hope. Just as
your needs continue at home during the summer, so do those of your
church. Please prayerfully remember your ongoing support of the
Gospel in this place in your travels.
WEDNESDAYS CONTINUE: at Hope, and that means our Living Hope Worship
is singing the Lord’s praises every Wednesday beginning at 6:30PM. Don’t be
left out—come on down and join us!
USHERS: As a reminder during these summer months, we are alternating
teams each month. August is our 10:30 teams; September will be our 8:00
teams. However, if you see any Sunday there is a shortage of ushers,
please feel free to assist. ALSO, since we are on our summer schedule,
please make every effort to arrive at Hope by 8:50am to greet
worshipers as they will already be arriving by that time.

THE ORDINATION & INSTALLATION: of John Cabos & Miguel Sanabria to serve in our
Hispanic ministry will take place Sunday, September 9th at Messiah
Lutheran Church, 14920 Hutchison Rd, Tampa. The service will begin at
4:00PM with a reception to follow. President Greg Walton will serve as
Officiant for the service. Also, Pastor Miguel (Sr) will be officially retiring
August 30th. We thank God for his leadership and ministry among us these
past years. Further information will be shared as the date grows closer but
mark your calendars NOW to join us for this special service.
CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTION: Begins September 15th at 10:00AM for those
in grades 6 and up who have not been a part of Hope’s Confirmation
program. Please be sure to contact the church office to register. At least
one parent must attend the first half hour of class on September 15th for
the orientation. (Class will end at noon.)
IMPORTANT REMINDER: Our ENTIRE Hope campus has been designated a
“NO SMOKING” facility. Your help in keeping this policy will go a long way!
Thanks for your help and the stewardship of the body God has entrusted
to you!
MISS A SUNDAY?: You can listen to the messages from our Sunday
morning worship by simply going to our website (hopeplantcity.com)
and going to the DOWNLOADS tab—there you will our Sunday morning
messages. Sermons are posted on Monday mornings.
THE LUTHERAN HOUR: has a new speaker! Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler has
accepted the Call to serve as the new Lutheran Hour speaker and will begin
his ministry with Lutheran Hour Ministries on October 1st, with his first message
October 28th, Reformation Sunday.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW: for our 24th Annual Turkey Supper! That’s right,
it’s never too early to think those nice autumn thoughts of turkey, so plan now
for Sunday, November 11th! You DON’T want to miss it! Naturally, there will be
announcements and eblasts about how YOU can help!

Our New Member Classes
will take place on TODAY—August 19th.
DISCOVERING THE FAITH: This class is designed for those
desiring membership in Hope Lutheran Church who are
coming to us from a non-Lutheran background or have
been absent (non-member) from the Lutheran Church
for over one year. The format for this class will be casual
and informal, so please be comfortable. This class
begins at 2:00pm and will bring us to…

If you are
interested in joining
Hope,
please join us in the
Conference Room
TODAY!

DISCOVERING HOPE: This class will begin at 4:00pm and
is required for ALL those desiring membership in Hope
Lutheran Church. Together, with the leaders of Hope,
you will be introduced to all facets of the mission and
ministry which the Lord has placed in our hands.
Discovering Hope will truly enable you to discover Hope
and the many opportunities for service that God has
placed before us as we continually strive to “Connect
People to Jesus” (our mission statement). The format for
this class will be casual and informal.

Did you “lose” someone this past year or maybe even a couple of years ago?
Losing a loved one is a suffocating experience—sometimes you wonder if you
will ever start living again? Or maybe you’re not sure if you even care about
life right now… If you need to get back on the “track” of life again—there is a
way—we can help you find the right track again. GriefShare is beginning
again on Tuesday, August 14th—it’s an “ok” place to be. You don’t have to talk
if you don’t want to, just listen—have some coffee, watch the video and see
what you think.
Please call Lyn at 863-670-4866 for more information.
We’re already praying for you…

TUESDAYS

10:30AM & 6:30PM

Preaching the Hymns
Summer Sunday Sermon Series
August 26th—How Great Thou Art
September 16th— Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
September 2nd—What a Friend We Have
September 23rd— Church of God,
in Jesus
Elect and Glorious
th
th
September 9 — O Bless the Lord, My Soul September 30 — Lift High the Cross

Service of
ORDINATION &
INSTALLATION
John Cabos
Miguel Sanabria
to serve in our Hispanic Ministry
Messiah Lutheran Church
14920 Hutchison Rd, Tampa

September 9, 2018
4:00PM

4:00PM service
President Greg Walton, Officiating
Reception to follow

Growing in the Grace of Giving
When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is
the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a
moving account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small
gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above
the abundance of gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I
tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of
them” (Luke 21:3).
And that is usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4).
“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted that the
Lord who made her and all creatures, who gave her everything she had, who redeemed her from her
own sin, from death, and the power of the devil, who called her by the Gospel and enlightened her with
His gifts of Word and Sacrament, would continue to do this. He would provide her with all that she
needed for this body and life because that is the character of the God she had.
But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we
are tempted to give small gifts it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the
Lord to provide for us.
We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and
keeps us in the one true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what
we need and desire. We give small gifts because we are not content with what God has already given.
We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Gal. 4). We are adopted sons
of the free woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For
everything is already ours in Christ. And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of
God in financial matters far beyond all that done by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by
legal demands.
So what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide.
We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Cor. 16:12, 2 Cor. 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of giving (2
Cor. 8:7).
We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts,
without generosity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of
faith in which we live, without care for our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our
children in the faith, without resources for the poor and needy—in short, we are not free to live unto
ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us.
For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love
your neighbor (Matt. 22:34-.40). We love because He first loved us. We give because He has given to
us.
Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason
your 10 fingers spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest
fall through your fingers to your neighbors—your family, your friends, your community, your church.

Sundays @ 10:30am

ADULTS: GODCONNECTS: A Lutheran Hour Ministries
video/discussion series explaining the Christian faith in a
way that makes it easy to invite a friend, family member,
or church visitor. Plain language and helpful illustrations
present God’s work of salvation in a concise manner; ideal
for those with questions about sin, judgment, redemption,
Jesus, the believer’s life, and more. This class is also great
for anyone interested in becoming a member of Hope who
has not been part of a Lutheran Church.

Leader: Pastor Pfeffer

GRADES 7—12: TEENLIFE: Many voices compete for
influence in teenagers’ lives today. Some of those voices
are ultimately destructive to their relationships and
personal development. This five-lesson series, based on
Jesus’ words in Matthew 5, will help your students discern
between the voices of our culture and true Jesus-centered
living. Leader: Pastor Shea
PRE-SCHOOL THU GRADE 6: SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGALONG: Similar to our morning worship Summer Sunday
Sermon Series, we will be breaking down the lyrics and
learn the meanings behind a selection of classic Sunday
School songs that kids love to sing! Join us this summer as
we sing, move, learn, and craft. Leaders: various

SUMMER WEDNESDAYS at Hope
6:30PM

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP
Our Wednesday evening worship continues this summer
as we celebrate the goodness and mercy of our God in
an alternative worship format and style. Holy
Communion is celebrated each Wednesday. Join us for a
relaxed, celebrative worship alternative!

YOUTH DATES

August 22—Youth Group, 6:30pm
August 26— End Butter Braids Fundraiser
August 29—Youth Group, 6:30pm
September 5— Youth Group, 6:30pm
September 7—Rock the Universe, 5:00pm
September 9—Begin Gift Card Tree Fundraiser
September
12— 12—friends
Youth Group,
6:30pm
Grades 6 through
are always
welcome!
Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM

Topics for this month:
August 26: "What Is Best"
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Far too many people assume there are differences in commercial products, political candidates and
school systems, but these same people believe all religions are the same. Today we join with the
Apostle Paul in praying people may discern what is best when it comes to their Savior.
(Philippians 1:9-10)

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
SHUT-INS:

LEADERS:

Andy Anderson
Diane Bates
Frank Dahkle
Bonnie Genrich

Dorothy Maltzahn

Liz Miller
Mark Stefanos
Tom Thomas

Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer
Pastor Shea Pennington
LCMS Synod & District

Hope Staff
Hope’s Ministries

Our Armed Forces
Our Nation
Our 1st Responders

Family and Friends of Hope
NEW REQUESTS:
Nancy Baker
Frank Dahlke
George Hayes
Lt. Col. Mac McConnell
Dane & Cindy Petersen
Doug Shaw

friend of Mac & Sheila Goethe—health concerns
hospitalized; health concerns
health in family
friend of Mac & Sheila Goethe—health concerns
safety & witness opportunities during St. Thomas mission trip
surgery

CURRENT REQUESTS:
Jim Baldwin
Diane Bates
Alan & Sue Griffin Family
George Hayes & Family
Canon Johnson
Ernie Reaume
Mark Stefanos

recovering from hospitalization at home
health concerns
mourning death of brother-in-law Bobby Vines
mourning death of brother Ronald
newborn family/friend of Brian & Brittany Taylor—NICU
health concerns
health concerns

BATTLING CANCER:
Tom Battling
Bob Broshelle
Herb Bayer
Alice Correia
Laura Blake
Austin Dobbs
CanDee Brandon Ginnie Donaldson
John Brom
Casey Doyle
Laura Brom
Jace Driggers

Kori Dunke
Marcus Elam

Jean Marie Mactye

Mari

JoAnne Hayashi

Pat Mailloux

Barry Himmel
Dale Jarvis
Lucille Luedke

John Rademacher

Alan Rauner
Abbey Sedlacek

Serving in the Military
Zachary Allen
Alex Almaguer
Zachary Bennett
Matt Bracken
Trevor Dahlke

Lorrie Daniell—R
Stephen Daniell—R
Joshua Gross
Erika Grosskopf
Brandon Hastings

Judy Strait
Jeannie Lee Taylor
Mr. Wells
Millie Wetz
Rick Ward
Heather Whitehurst

(R—Reserves)

Brad Landis
Bobby Martin
Aaron Morley
Stephen Olliff—R
Donnie Pittman

Derek Quackenbush
Justin Rappa
Ryan Sonnenberg
Caleb Strand
Mike Szostkiewicz—R

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks.

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.”
1Corinthians 4:1

SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (8/19/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Kaylee Greatens
Acolyte
9:15/Scarlett Gembala
Lector
9:15/Cathie Warner
Elder on Duty
9:15/Lonnie Bertsch; 4:00/Lonnie Bertsch
Communion Assistant
9:15/Lonnie Bertsch
Flowers
Trivunovich family
Offerings
Wendell & Pam Lattz
Ushers
Team 1
10:30/ Todd Warner,* Mack Goethe, Wendell Lattz, Jim Szostkiewicz

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Nick & Nora Trivunovich
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (8/22/2018) ARE:
Lector
6:30/Tena Matthews
Elder on Duty
6:30/Todd Warner
Communion Assistant
6:30/Todd Warner
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (8/26/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Madison Reese
Lector
9:15/Carl Bergner
Elder on Duty
9:15/Nick Trivunovich; 4:00/Brian Heipp
Flowers
Drapp & Matthews families
Offerings
Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner
Ushers
Team 2
10:30/Nick Trivunovich,* Alex Drapp, Jim Drapp, Ken Hartmann
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF AUGUST:
Altar Guild
Yolanda Heipp
Nurse
Sally Kimbrell

