HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD

Welcome to Hope
SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

9:15AM—Worship
10:30AM—Family Bible Hour
4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship
6:30PM—Youth Group

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus”
We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this
weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran
Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name
and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a
“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we
realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason
there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are
available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag
following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all
activities at Hope in the week ahead!
IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please
refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc.
Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our
worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just
as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your
use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the
pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be
appreciated! Thank you!

Hope: Anchored in Christ
Please turn off or silence your
cell phone and NO food or
drinks in the Sanctuary.

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us
as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day.

THE DAY OF PENTECOST

May 20, 2018

Activities This Week at Hope:
Sunday 5/20

Wednesday 5/23
Thursday 5/24
Friday 5/25
Sunday 5/27

9:15
10:30
11:45
4:00
6:30
6:30
10:30

9:15
10:30
4:00

Pentecost
Worship w/Communion
Family Bible Hour
Voters’ Meeting @ Pot Bless
Spanish Worship w/Communion
Living Hope Worship w/Communion
Youth Group
Bible Study
Last Day School, Hillsborough County
Trinity Sunday
Worship
Family Bible Hour
Spanish Worship w/Communion

Worship Attendance/Communion:
Wednesday, May 9, 2018:
Sunday, May 13, 2018:
Worship: 6:30: 24/23
Worship: 9:15: 134
Hope Studies: 6
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 16/8
Offerings—General Fund: $21,358.37

Stewardship Perspective:
Acts 2:1 – “When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.” Pentecost was the
Old Testament harvest festival: a time of thanksgiving, bounty, and the giving of gifts. How appropriate
that in the New Testament it takes on the meaning of a new harvest: the ripe fields of the nations,
bringing in the elect of every tribe and tongue to sing the Lord’s praise. Every farmer knows that it is God
who gives the increase and that the harvest calls for thanksgiving.

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!

May 20, 2018

AS WE GATHER
In the Nicene Creed we confess, “And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of
life.” This Third Person of the Trinity whom we celebrate today “proceeds from the
Father and the Son.” With the Father and the Son He is both worshiped and glorified.
This is God who has spoken by His prophets as today through Ezekiel He declares, “You
shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your
graves, O My people. And I will put My Spirit within you, and you shall live” (Ezekiel
37:13–14).
This He has done in the hearts of everyone who has heard His saving Word, from Adam
and Eve to you. To emphasize the universality of God’s desire, today we recall that postresurrection Day of Pentecost, when no barriers of language could hinder God’s work.
Jesus tells us that this Spirit He sends is from the Father. The Spirit comes to witness
about Jesus and His work of salvation for all. That witness consists of both the truth
about sin and about the Savior, Law and Gospel, to bring us to repentance and enliven
our faith repeatedly, day by day as we live in His presence and the grace of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELLS
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION “Gentle Spirit”

Donald F. Callendar

The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.

OPENING HYMN

“Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”
1

LSB 497

INVOCATION
P:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
PENTECOST CATECHISM
(From Dr. Martin Luther's Small Catechism)
P:
What is the work of the Holy Spirit?
C:
I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified
and kept me in the true faith; Even as He calls, gathers,
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth,
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
P:
And what is that one true faith?
C:
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
How does the Holy Spirit work in the Christian Church today?
In this Christian Church, He daily and richly forgives all sins to
me and all believers.
What has the Holy Spirit led you to believe about yourself?
I believe that I am a sinner. I know this from God's Word and the
Ten Commandments. I have not kept them. I am sorry for my sin
and I know that as a sinner, I deserve God's punishment.
Call then upon God, and repent of your sins.
Merciful Father, I am sorry for my sins and desire to turn away
from them. Forgive me for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
who died and rose again that I might be set free.
As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
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C:

P:

C:

Amen. I believe that when the called ministers of Christ absolve
those who repent of their sins and are willing to amend, this is as
valid and certain, in heaven also, as if Christ, our dear Lord, dealt
with us Himself.
You are richly blessed! The Holy Spirit gives you the power to become the
children of God, and to "devote yourselves to the apostles' teachings" as
you have just confessed, to "the fellowship" which we share at this very
moment, "the breaking of bread," and to "prayer" in this service and in
daily life. What will the Holy Spirit accomplish in the end times?
He will at the Last Day raise me and all the dead, and give to me
and all believers in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true!

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Hail Thee, Festival Day”

LW 159

(Congregation sings Refrain after each verse)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:
Let us pray. O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your
faithful people by sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit.
C:
Grant us in our day by the same Spirit to have a right
understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in His holy
consolation;
P:
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God,
C:
now and forever. Amen.
3

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God”

Hope Ringers &
Jubilation Singers

 SERVICE OF THE WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT

(The Valley of Dry Bones)

Ezekiel 37:1-14 (p.724)

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord
and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around
among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and
behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
And I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these
bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord
God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I
will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
7
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and
behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the
breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 11Then he said to me, “Son of man,
these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up,
and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them,
Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves,
O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am
the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And
I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land.
Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the
Lord.”
1

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
4

SECOND READING

(The coming of the Holy Spirit)

Acts 2:1-21 (p.909)

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all
together in one place. 2And suddenly there came from
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. 3And divided
tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each
one of them. 4And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave
them utterance. 5Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem
Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven.
6
And at this sound the multitude came together, and
they were bewildered, because each one was hearing
them speak in his own language. 7And they were
amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who
are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear,
each of us in his own native language? 9Parthians and
Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
11
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them telling in our own
tongues the mighty works of God.” 12And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” 13But others mocking said, “They are filled with new
wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them:
“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to
my words. 15For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third
hour of the day. 16But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 17“‘And in the
last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your
old men shall dream dreams; 18even on my male servants and female servants in those
days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show wonders in the
heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20the
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord
comes, the great and magnificent day. 21And it shall come to pass that everyone who
calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
1

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

5

RESPONSE

“Holy Spirit, Light Divine”

LSB 496; vs. 1, 3, 5

Public domain

HOLY GOSPEL
P:
C:

John 15:26-27 & 16:4-15 (p.902)
(The work of the Holy Spirit)

The Gospel of our Lord, according to St. John, the 15th & 16th chapters.
(Sung) Glory to You, O Lord!

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27And you also will
bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. 4“I did not say these
things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I am going to him
who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have
said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7Nevertheless, I tell you the truth:
it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come
to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will convict the world
concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 9concerning sin, because they do not
believe in me; 10concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see
me no longer; 11concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 12“I still
have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of
truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that
are to come. 14He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All
that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it
to you.
26

P:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Lord!
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Holy Spirit, the Dove Sent from Heaven”
6

LSB 502

SERMON

“Dem Bones”

Rev. Dean Pfeffer

Ezekiel 37:1-14

OFFERING PRAYER
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen.
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along.
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day.

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes.

VOLUNTARY

“Living Water”

Michael Shea

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Eternal God, by the power of the Holy Spirit we
confess You to be the one true God. Accept our thanks today for Your
Spirit’s work in our lives. Help us daily to rely upon the Spirit’s important
work of teaching, rebuking, reminding and comforting. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Heavenly Father, bless the work of proclaiming Your one message of
salvation into many languages. Guide those individuals and organizations
who endeavor to translate Your Holy Word into foreign languages. By
their efforts, bring more people to a knowledge of Your salvation. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Lord God, we acknowledge You to be God and Lord. Renew and
strengthen this confession of Your holy people as the Gospel is preached
and the Sacraments administered. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
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P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:
C:

Lord of the Church, by Your Holy Spirit You pour forth Your charity and
love into our hearts. Renew Your faithful people by Your mercy, sustain
them in their hope and faith, and work in them a zeal to demonstrate
Your mercy to others. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O merciful Father in heaven, guide all who have authority over us,
especially our president, the Congress of the United States, our governor
and all who make, administer and judge our laws. We humbly pray that
these, Your servants, will fulfill their civic duties, recognizing that they are
Your instruments in caring for us in this life by promoting stability and
tranquility in our communities. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty and Everlasting God, the consolation of the sorrowful and the
strength of the weak, may the prayers of those who are in any tribulation
or distress graciously come before You, especially John Burtz, Frank
Dahlke, and Mark Stefanos that they may rejoice in Your manifold help
and comfort. We also pray Your hand of resurrection peace on the
families of Melva Dennison and Mary Witzke. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O Lord, our God, in the Sacrament of the Altar, Your Son delivers into our
mouths His body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins. By this
Sacrament, send Your Holy Spirit into the hearts of Your faithful people,
that we may be strengthened in our faith to show fervent love toward all
those around us. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to
pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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+ HOLY COMMUNION +
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.
P:
C:

The peace of the Lord  be with you always.
And also with you.

AGNUS DEI

“Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship”

© 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.
© 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.

(The congregation may be seated.)

9

LSB 949; v. 2

COMMUNION STATEMENT
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed
in the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity
and recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord
is truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament
God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of
responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully
share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time
of prayer on the many blessings God has given you. If you have any questions, please
see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats
and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is
also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Note: During distribution, one of our pastors will be in the back of the church for a time
of individual prayer with anyone desiring.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”

LSB 650

“O Day Full of Grace”

LSB 503

POST COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

“The God of Abraham Praise”

LSB 798; v. 9

The whole triumphant host Give thanks to God on high.
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” They ever cry.
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine! I join the heav’nly lays:
All might and majesty are Thine And endless praise!
Public domain

CLOSING PRAYER
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our
purpose. Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In
Jesus name. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
P:
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C:
Amen.
P:
We are now entering the mission field!
C:
‘Here am I! Send me!’
CLOSING HYMN “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind” ELW 400 (tune: LSB 918)
1. God of tempest, God of whirlwind, as on Pentecost descend!
Drive us out from sheltered comfort; past these walls your people send!
Sweep us into costly service, there with Christ to bear the cross,
there with Christ to bear the cross!
2.

God of blazing, God of burning, all that blocks your purpose, purge!
Through your church, Christ’s living Body, let your flaming Spirit surge!
Where deceit conceals injustice, kindle us to speak your truth,
kindle us to speak your truth!

3.

God of earthquake, God of thunder, shake us loose from lethargy!
Break the chains of sin asunder, for earth’s healing set us free!
Crumble walls that still divide us; make us one in Christ our Lord,
make us one in Christ our Lord!

4.

God of passion, God unsleeping, stir in us love’s restlessness!
Where the people cry in anguish, may we share your heart’s distress.
Rouse us from content with evil; claim us for your kingdom’s work,
claim us for your kingdom’s work!
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 | © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.

POSTLUDE

“CWM Rhonda”

John Hughes

Congregational meeting
TODAY @ 11:45AM

(Immediately Following Family Bible Hour)
in the Church
Pot Bless to follow in Fellowship Hall
11

BEGONIAS

Placed by:

In Honor of:

Lonnie & Diane Bertsch
George & Lorie Hayes
Christine Mansell
Tim & Tena Matthews
Niver-Kimbrell Family
Mary Ann Paris

children & grandchildren
children & grandchildren
All Hope’s musicians
gifted by God
children & grandson
children & grandchildren
family
family—children & grandchildren;
family of Hope
children & grandchildren

Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer
Nick & Nora Trivunovich

Placed to the Glory of God by:
Larry & Connie Harsh
Mercier family
Mary Lou Nash
Niver-Kimbrell Family
Mary Ann Paris
Pastor Shea Pennington
Dennis & Carol Walkenhorst

BEGONIAS

Placed by:

In Loving Memory of:

Lonnie & Diane Bertsch
Chuck & Kathy Bravis
Howard Brown
Tom & Bren Ellison
JoAnn Greatens
George & Lorie Hayes
Stuart & Sandy Howell

parents
daughter, Diane Bravis Caridi
Ruth Brown
parents
Joell
parents
Michael Sullivan
Wayne & Leona Kenemuth; Don Niver;
Lyall & Donna Niver; Betsy Scranton
family
loved ones
Lois; Mean Gene
parents
Justina Trivunovich
Dickie
husband, Don

Niver-Kimbrell Family
Mary Ann Paris
Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer
Ernie Reaume
James & Lauretta Tennyson
Nick & Nora Trivunovich
Joyce Van Matre
Millie Wetz

Plants may be taken home
following worship this morning.

For the past 10 years or so we have had a plan in place to assist our members who will
need to evacuate in the event of a hurricane. The whole point is to keep everyone safe and
to experience the loving “family” of Hope in action. We not only connect other people to
Jesus, but we are also connected to Jesus as part of His family.
See the insert in your bulletin; please complete and return it to the Church Office ASAP (or
place in today’s offering plate) so that we can accomplish our goal of reaching out to those
in need. All members who live in a mobile home will need to evacuate if there is an order
issued by the National Weather Center. If you live in a low-lying area or other evacuation
zone, this will apply to you also.
We need everyone’s cooperation. For those who need to evacuate here’s what you do:
1. Complete the form indicating your needs and turn them in either to the Church Office
as soon as possible.
2. Bring blankets, towels, clothing, important documents, all medications and insurance
cards, bottled water, emergency telephone numbers, area maps, flashlight, and cell
phone if you have one (don’t forget to have it fully charged; bring a charger with you).
3. On the lighter side, bring some games to play (cards, monopoly, etc.) and books to
read, snacks and nonperishable food.
4. Secure your home before you leave.
For those who are generously offering their home as a “host home” here’s what you do:
1. Contact the family you have been paired with for evacuation. Make sure they know
how to get to your home. If you need them to bring extra pillows or bedding let them
know this in time for them to be prepared.
2. Be prepared with all the items listed above for the evacuees for your family as well.
3. Secure your home. If roads are closed leading to your home be sure to communicate
this to the evacuees. Listen to the TV or battery-operated radio for updates.
4. Be sure to complete the form offering your home as soon as possible. Thank you in
advance for your “brotherly love” to others!

If you have questions please do not hesitate to contact me (813-545-4318), and
I will do what I can to answer them for you. —Joyce Van Matre, RN, Parish Nurse

Connecting Points
TODAY: the church marks the Festival of Pentecost—the 50th day after
Easter. Pentecost is also marked as the birthday of the Christian Church
as we hear in our reading from Acts. This is the day the Holy Spirit
descended on the disciples as tongues of fire and the Gospel was
proclaimed in many languages for all to hear and understand.
Pentecost marks the end of the “festival half” of the church year. The
color of Pentecost is RED~ the color of both fire and witness.
THANK YOU: to Pat Bender who is covering at the organ for our Music Director Christine
Mansell who is in Boston on business this weekend; she will be
home Wednesday morning. Thank you, Pat. We pray God's blessings on
your ministry to us and among us this Lord's Day!
SPECIAL THANKS: to Becky Hartman and her faithful helpers for the red fabric that adorns
our altar area as we mark Pentecost Sunday!
MANY THANKS: to all who placed red begonias about our Lord’s altar as we
celebrate the birthday of the Christian Church today! Please be sure to take
yours home today, following worship.
TODAY: Our Florida-Georgia District beings a year-long celebration of
its 70th Anniversary! Throughout the coming year there will be
announcements, videos, and sermon information shared as together
we Connect People to Jesus!
VOTERS MEETING REPORTS: Extra copies of our Voters’ Packet are located under the
mailboxes for today’s meeting. Please help yourself if you are in need.
CALLING GRADUATES: Hope would like to recognize those Hope
members graduating from high school or college in our worship on June
3rd. If this include you…please contact Pastor Pfeffer at
hopepcpastor@gmail.com TODAY.
BABY BOTTLES: were handed out last Sunday. If you did not receive one, there
are extras in the Narthex. Please take one home, fill it with change, and return
it by Father’s Day, June 17th. Every little bit of change helps our Plant City
Pregnancy Care Center—and our community! Hope’s Human Care Ministry
Team thanks you for your support!

CHRISTIAN LOVE & SYMPATHY: to the family of long time Hope
member Melva Dennison, who was called home to her heavenly rest
this past Monday morning. Private services were held at Hopewell
Memorial Gardens.
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints." Psalm 116
CALLED HOME: We have been notified that our sister in Christ Mary Witzke,
was called home to her heavenly reward on May 7th. A graveside service
is tentatively planned to take place on June 21st at 11:00AM at Hopewell
Memorial Gardens. We will keep you posted should date or time
change. Expressions of sympathy can be sent to Mary's daughter, Barbara
Biegner at P.O. Box, 422, Clarence Center, New York 14032.
"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints." Psalm 116
PRAYER SHAWLS: We are organizing! We are learning to crochet! We
have a very patient teacher! If you would like to learn, come join
us...Wednesdays at 1:30PM in the Stephen Ministry Classroom.
WEDNESDAYS CONTINUE: at Hope, and that means our Living Hope Worship
is singing the Lord’s praises every Wednesday beginning at 6:30PM. Don’t be
left out—come on down and join us! Our Hope Studies class is breaking for
summer and will resume in the fall.
TREMENDOUS THANKS: to the many who have given of their time and
talents this past year to feed God’s lambs (of all ages) here at Hope:
Ellen Whitehurst & Tracy MacDonald (pre-school & kindergarten);
Yolanda Heipp (elementary school); Liz Pfeffer (middle school); Pastor
Shea (high school); Gloria Warner (adults); John Koren (Hope Studies);
Pastor Pfeffer (adults); Kathy Drapp (FBH Secretary); our fantastic
substitutes: Lyn Reagin, Kathy Drapp, and Nora Trivunovich. We thank
God for each of you for your time, love and energy you have so freely given to share the
love of Jesus here at Hope! Be sure to take the opportunity to express your thanks to
these tireless servants! “Well done good and faithful servants.: Matthew 25:21
MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY: is next weekend. Due to the holiday
weekend, there will be NO Family Bible Hour on Sunday, May 27th AND
the church office will be CLOSED on Memorial Day (Monday). In the
event of a pastoral emergency, please contact Pastor Pfeffer at
(home) 813-752-1164 or (cell) 813-416-2373. The church office will
reopen on TUESDAY morning at 9:00.

BE SURE TO INVITE: family and friends to our summer worship each
Sunday at 9:15AM. What a great way for you to share with others what
God is doing among us as we join together as God’s family for worship.
REMEMBER: Don’t let your worship and praise take a vacation this
summer!
PLEASE REMEMBER: as you travel this summer, the stewardship of your
gifts is important to the ongoing mission and ministry of Hope. Just as
your needs continue at home during the summer, so do those of your
church. Please prayerfully remember your ongoing support of the
Gospel in this place in your travels.
SUMMER FUN UNDER THE SON: It’s happening again—and this year will be
bigger and better! Over 2 dozen youth groups have been invited, so join
us Saturday, June 2 at St. Paul, Lakeland as we kickoff the summer fun under
the Son!
THIS SUMMER: Our youth and parents will be going through 8 sessions of More Than
Money Matters by Thrivent Financial. Designed to help you learn how to
make godly decisions on how you share, save, and spend. Connecting
faith and finances to help you become a better steward. So, join us in
the youth room beginning June 3rd to gain the upper hand on the
financial resources God has given you—to your benefit, your neighbors
and most of all, the Kingdom of God!
ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED: there are openings on the flower chart for YOU to place flowers
to adorn our Lord’s altar on the following Sundays: October 21 & 28, and
November 4 & 18. If you would like to place flowers (limit of 2 bouquets),
simply place your name next to the date you would like on the flower chart
in the Narthex.
ADVANCE NOTICE: Our congregation rejoices that we will have the privilege to
Commission into office, Skylar Smith as a Director of Christian Education in our Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod. Skylar will then be installed on July 1st at Trinity
Lutheran Church, Navasota, Texas as DCE. Skylar was Baptized and
Confirmed at Hope, and our congregation lovingly provided assistance
to her as she studied at Concordia, Texas. Now we rejoice as she has
completed her studies and internship and is prepared to begin her fulltime ministry in our church. Skylar’s Commissioning will take place during
our 9:15 worship on Sunday, June 17th. Stay tuned for additional details.

HELP WANTED: Our sister congregation, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Lakeland is
looking to hire a receptionist for both the church and school. This position is
full time with benefits. If you are interested, please contact Tracy Trinklein at
863-644-7710 for additional information.
ONCE EVERY 10 YEARS: We have the opportunity to see the world-famous
Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany in September 2020—OR wait until
September 2030! To help you see that phenomenal presentation, Pastor &
Liz Pfeffer are leading a very special trip to Germany in September 2020 for
Hope members and friends to attend the Oberammergau Passion Play and
then join in a River Cruise of the Danube River also visiting Austria and
Hungary. Special speaker for this trip is former LCMS President Dr. Jerry
Kieschnick. BUT you need to reserve your spot NOW—space is limited and there are only
a few spots still available. All it takes to reserve your spot is a $100.00 deposit. See Pastor
or Liz if you have any questions. Brochures are under the mailboxes—just complete and
send in with your deposit to guarantee your cabin!
A REMINDER FROM OUR ELDERS: regarding Sunday morning
announcements before worship: 1There is a limit to 5 announcements to
be made on a Sunday morning; 2Your announcement should be no
more than 60 seconds in length; 3You MUST be seated on the FRONT
pew if you are to make an announcement (you can then return to your
family); 4You MUST use the handheld microphone so that EVERYONE in the church hears
what you have to share and; 5All announcements MUST be made at BOTH morning
worships—what’s good for one service to hear, is good for the other. …And remember,
all requests to make a Sunday announcement MUST be made to the Church Office by
NOON on Wednesday. Thanks in advance for your assistance!
ATTENTION GUITAR LESSON STUDENTS: There has been a change in scheduling for the
class from the week of May 21st to JUNE 11th. In addition, you MUST commit to being
present each night of instruction. For those who complete the entire
week of instruction, they will KEEP the guitar and curriculum. We MUST
cap the class at 6 students. SO, if you are willing to commit to this
program, please contact Pastor Pfeffer in the church office or email him
at hopepcpastor@gmail.com. The first 6 will be registered for the class;
should we get 12, we can separate into 2 groups, but we must have
classes of 6 or 12. Thanks for your patient understanding.

We honor all of Hope’s nurses during Nurses' Week, and ask God to bless
them and all those to whom they offer compassionate care:
A BLESSING FOR NURSES
May rest find you,
In the peaceful moments when all is still,
In the quiet times when you pause
And breathe.
May rest find you
In the chaos of the moment
In the sorrow you seek to heal.
May rest strengthen and bless you.
May it fill your spirit
And give you unearned joy.
May you find rest in the care of others,
In the knowledge of your worth,
In the value of your service.
May the One who gives rest
Bless you and hold you close.
And may you, in your very being,
Be a place of rest for others.
Amen.
From Voices from the Journey, by Juliana Casey, IHM

Important Reminder
Our ENTIRE Hope campus has been designated a “no
smoking” facility. Your help in keeping this policy will go
a long way! Thanks for your help and the stewardship of
the body God has entrusted to you!

Preaching the Hymns
Summer Sunday Sermon Series
May 27th—Holy, Holy, Holy
June 3rd— A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
June 10th— I Know That My Redeemer Lives
June 17th—(Commissioning of Skylar Smith)
June 24th—Jesus Loves Me
July 1st—Eternal Father, Strong to Save
(Patriotic)

July 8 — Beautiful Savior
July 15th— Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name
We Raise
th

July 22nd—On Eagles’ Wings
July 29th—Here I Am, Lord
August 5th— Just as I Am,
without One Plea
th
August 12 —Thine the Amen,
Thine the Praise
th
August 19 —Amazing Grace
August 26th—How Great Thou Art
September 2nd— What a Friend We Have
in Jesus

SUMMER WEDNESDAYS at Hope
6:30PM

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP
Our Wednesday evening worship continues this
summer as we celebrate the goodness and mercy of
our God in an alternative worship format and style.
Holy Communion is celebrated each Wednesday. Join
us for a relaxed, celebrative worship alternative!

ADULTS: GODCONNECTS: A Lutheran Hour Ministries video/discussion series
explaining the Christian faith in a way that makes it easy to invite a friend, family
member, or church visitor. Plain language and helpful illustrations present God’s work
of salvation in a concise manner; ideal for those with questions about sin, judgment,
redemption, Jesus, the believer’s life, and more. This class is also great for anyone
interested in becoming a member of Hope who has not been part of a Lutheran
Church. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer
GRADES 7—12: GUYS: "We’ve been discovering what it really means to be a “man”
in Becoming a Young Man of God. Now in this next 8-week study, guys will be
learning how to Live as a Young Man of God. And the only way they do this is by
looking at the perfect man, Jesus, in order to live in His image and learn how to deal
with life as He would." Leader: Pastor Shea
GRADES 7—12: GIRLS: Teenage girls are so caught up with how they look, who
they are, and what others think of them. Through media, models, and even friends our
society gives an ‘ideal image’ for girls—what the world calls a ‘Perfect 10’. But God
defines girls with a different image. Created in His image you are beautiful.
Constructed as His temple His Spirit lives in you (1 Cor. 3:16). This book, Godly and
Girly, emboldens young women with self-esteem, confidence about their body image,
and secures their identity as God’s beloved daughters. Leader: Liz Pfeffer
GRADES 1—6: CROSS EXPLORATIONS: This winter quarter continues with an
overview of how God works through prophets and kings throughout the Bible.
Leader: Yolanda Heipp
PRE-SCHOOL—KINDERGARTEN: GROWING IN CHRIST:
This winter quarter continues with an overview of how God
works through prophets and kings throughout the Bible.
Leaders: Ellen Whitehurst, Tracy MacDonald

YOUTH DATES

May 23—Youth Group, 6:30pm
May 30—Youth Group, 6:30pm
June 2—Summer Fun Under the Son,
2-7pm @ St. Paul
June 6—Youth Group, 6:30pm
June 7—Hiking, 10:00am
June
Group,are
6:30pm
Grades13—Youth
6 through 12—friends
always welcome!
Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM

Topics for this month:
May 27: "Impossible"
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Can death hold us? Experience says, "Yes!"' the Apostle Peter says, "No." Today's
sermon talks about making possible that which can't happen. (Acts 2:22-24)

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
SHUT-INS:

LEADERS:

Andy Anderson
Bonnie Genrich

Dorothy Maltzahn
Mark Stefanos
Tom Thomas

Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer
Pastor Shea Pennington

Hope Staff
Hope’s Ministries
LCMS Synod & District

Our Armed Forces
Our Nation
Our 1st Responders

Family and Friends of Hope
NEW REQUESTS:
Dennison family
Bryan Fleming
Witzke family

mourning death of Melva
health concerns
mourning death of Mary

CURRENT REQUESTS:
John Burtz
Larry Hayes
Barry Himmel
Julianna Shults & family
Carol Trinklein
Kathy Vircik family
Todd Warner
Wilbur Jordan

recovering; knee surgery (5/8)
brother of George Hayes—anticipating surgery
family friend of James & Lauretta Tennyson—colon cancer
mourning death of her brother, Alex
wife of Pastor Trinklein—surgery; broken femur
mourning sudden death of 24-year-old son in motorcycle accident
health concerns
friend of Joyce Warner—health concerns

BATTLING CANCER:
Tom Battling
Herb Bayer
Laura Blake
CanDee Brandon
John Brom
Laura Brom

Bob Broshelle
Alice Correia
Austin Dobbs
Ginnie Donaldson
Casey Doyle
Jace Driggers

Kori Dunke
Marcus Elam
JoAnne Hayashi
Barry Himmel
Dale Jarvis
Lucille Luedke

Mari
Jean Marie Mactye
Pat Mailloux
John Rademacher
Alan Rauner
Abbey Sedlacek

Serving in the Military
Zachary Allen
Alex Almaguer
Zachary Bennett
Matt Bracken
Trevor Dahlke

Lorrie Daniell—R
Stephen Daniell—R
Joshua Gross
Erika Grosskopf
Joshua Kinkead—R

Judy Strait
Jeannie Lee Taylor
Mr. Wells
Millie Wetz
Rick Ward
Heather Whitehurst

(R—Reserves)

Brad Landis
Bobby Martin
Aaron Morley
Donnie Pittman
Stephen Olliff—R

Derek Quackenbush
Justin Rappa
Ryan Sonnenberg
Caleb Strand
Mike Szostkiewicz—R

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks.

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.”
1Corinthians 4:1

SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (5/20/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Tristan Mercier
Acolyte
9:15/Bryan Greatens
Lector
9:15/Cathie Warner
Elder on Duty
9:15/Brian Heipp; 4:00/Brian Heipp
Communion Assistant
9:15/Brian Heipp
Flowers
Petersen family
Offerings
Wendell & Pam Lattz
Ushers
Team 3
8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Dane & Cindy Petersen
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (5/23/2018) ARE:
Lector
6:30/Cathie Warner
Elder on Duty
6:30/Todd Warner
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (5/27/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Jackson Venrick
Lector
9:15/Carl Bergner
Elder on Duty
9:15/Lonnie Bertsch; 4:00/Lonnie Bertsch
Flowers
Ellison family
Offerings
Richard & Mary Decker
Ushers
Team 1
8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF MAY:
Altar Guild
James & Lauretta Tennyson
Nurse/HMT Member
Sally Kimbrell

