HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD

Welcome to Hope
SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

9:15AM—Worship
10:30AM—Family Bible Hour
4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship
6:30PM—Hope Studies
6:30PM—Youth Group

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus”
We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this
weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran
Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name
and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a
“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we
realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason
there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are
available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag
following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all
activities at Hope in the week ahead!
IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please
refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc.
Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our
worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just
as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your
use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the
pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be
appreciated! Thank you!

Hope: Anchored in Christ
Please turn off or silence your
cell phone and NO food or
drinks in the Sanctuary.

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us
as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day.

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 6, 2018

Activities This Week at Hope:
Sunday 5/6

Monday 5/7
Tuesday 5/8
Wednesday 5/9

Thursday 5/10

9:15
10:30
11:45
11:45
4:00
6:30
12:00
5:30
6:30
6:30
6:30
10:30
6:30

Sunday 5/13

9:15
10:15
10:30
4:00

Worship w/Communion
Family Bible Hour (snacks: open)
Christian Growth Ministry Team Meeting
Youth Ministry Team Meeting
Spanish Worship w/Communion
Choir
Deadline—Board of Director’s Meeting Reports Due!
Bell Choir
Living Hope Worship w/Communion
Hope Studies
Youth Group
Bible Study
Board of Director’s Meeting
Mother’s Day
Blood Mobile @ Hope
Youth Scrip Orders Due
Worship
Blood Pressure Screening
Mother’s Day Brunch (hosted by Youth)
Spanish Worship w/Communion

Worship Attendance/Communion:
Wednesday, April 25, 2018:
Worship: 6:30: 26/24
Hope Studies: 9

Sunday, April 29, 2018:
Worship: 9:15: 173
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 18/12

Offerings—General Fund: $13,564.25

Stewardship Perspective:
1 John 5:3 – “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are
not burdensome.” God’s commandments are not burdensome, but that’s only true for Christians
precisely because we know that we are not saved by our keeping of the Law. We are saved by grace.
Therefore we are set free by grace to walk in newness of life, to grow in faithfulness, and rejoice in the
Law of the Lord: for the love of God is that we keep His commandments.
Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!

May 6, 2018
AS WE GATHER
The Father has loved the Son, and the Son has loved all people, making a home for us
with Him in the Father’s love. Dwelling in the Father’s love by faith in Jesus, we keep His
commandments. As we come to realize that we are loved by God, we discover that
keeping His commandments is not burdensome, but a joy. Jesus’ word of promise fills
us with joy. He has chosen us to be His fruit-bearing friends who love people the way
He does. Alleluia!
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELLS
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION

“Union City”

Timothy Shaw

The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.

OPENING HYMN “If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death”

LSB 486

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
P:
Oh sing to the LORD a new song,
C:
for He has done marvelous things!
P:
His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. The LORD
has made known His salvation;
C:
He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.
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P:
C:
P:
C:

P:

C:

He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of
Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
God, who overcomes violence by Your love:
We confess that we are born immersed in the corruption of this
world. As we grow and develop, we cannot help but be willingly
infected by this world’s greed, lust, and pride. Violence is all
around us and within us, and it threatens to overwhelm us. We
ask You to heal us for Jesus’ sake with Your love and forgiveness.
God hears your confession and speaks to each of you His healing Word of
forgiveness for Jesus’ sake. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of
Jesus and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“Splendor and Honor”

© 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.
© 1987 K. Lee Scott; admin. MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.
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LSB 950

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:
Let us pray. Father of all, You have poured out Your love upon all people
through Your Son, Jesus.
C:
Lead us through faith in Him to overcome the corrupt systems of
this world,
P:
which constantly threaten to overwhelm us;
C:
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
P:
who lives and reigns in communion and love with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God,
C:
now and forever. Amen.

 SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Acts 10:34-48 (p.919)

FIRST READING

(Peter preaches the Gospel of Jesus,
and the Holy Spirit is poured out on Gentile hearers.)

So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality,
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
36
As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus
Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea,
beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are
witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and made
him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as
witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And he
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by
God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the prophets bear witness that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 44While
Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45And
the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed,
34
35
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because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were
hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can
anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just
as we have?” 48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they asked him to remain for some days.

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 John 5:1-8 (p.1023)
(We are born of God and overcome the world through faith in Jesus.)

EPISTLE

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is
the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not
burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is
the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it that overcomes the world
except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6This is he who came by
water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood.
And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are
three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.
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L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

LSB 156

RESPONSE
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John 15:9-17 (p.902)
(Loving one another, we abide in God’s love and experience the fullness of joy.)

HOLY GOSPEL
P:
C:

The Gospel of our Lord, according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
(Sung) Glory to You, O Lord!

As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 12“This is my commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15No
longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing;
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made
known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the
Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that you
will love one another.
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P:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Risen Lord!
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY
SERMON

“The Day of Resurrection”
“BFF’s”

Rev. Dean Pfeffer

LSB 478
Acts 10:34

THE EASTER CONFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, Who
sent His Son as my Savior to rise on Easter morning.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. Who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate
and died on Good Friday, rose again on Easter morning to free me from
the curse of sin, the sting of death and the power of the devil.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ of
Easter. And by whose continuous work in my heart I am ever led to be
steadfast and unmovable, always abounding in the work of my
resurrected Lord. Amen.
5

OFFERING PRAYER
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen.
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along.
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day.

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes.

VOLUNTARY

“Lancashire”

Henry T. Smart

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs. Heavenly Father, You promise to hear our
prayers for the sake of Your Son. Help us to accept Your invitation to ask
You for all good things with boldness and confidence. Lord, in Your
mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
O Lord, we live in a world plagued by sinful doubt and skepticism over
Your Word and salvation. By Your Holy Spirit, open our hearts this day to
pay attention to what You proclaim to us. Soothe our doubting
consciences with the certain knowledge that Your Gospel promises are
true. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
P:
Creator of heaven and earth, abide with all homeless and destitute
people. Despite their temporary problems, give them faith to confess that
You richly and daily provide everything they need to support their bodies
and lives. Stir up generosity in our hearts as we respond to Your mercy by
sharing Your good gifts with those in need. Lord, in Your mercy,
C:
hear our prayer.
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P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:
C:

Lord of the nations, bring order where there is instability, peace where
there is strife and safety where there is danger. Especially protect those
who live and serve in dangerous areas of our cities. Give wisdom to those
You place in authority over these locations as they deal with violence and
danger. Through residents and authorities, make our neighborhoods safe
and lead everyone to work together to promote peace and tranquility.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Eternal God, through Your servant John, You give us a vision of the life of
the world to come. By this heavenly vision, sustain those who suffer in
any way especially John Burtz, Frank Dahlke, Bonnie Genrich, Ron Gugel,
Mark Stefanos, and Todd Warner. Use John’s testimony to strengthen
their faith, that despite their current afflictions, they may look forward to
the glory that will be revealed to them on the Last Day. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Dear Father in heaven, we yearn for the day when the holy city of
Jerusalem will come down out of heaven, the day when You will fully
dwell in the midst of Your people. Until that day arrives, strengthen our
faith in Your wondrous promises as You dwell in our midst, in and under
bread and wine. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who taught us to
pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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+ HOLY COMMUNION +
PREFACE
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:
Lift up your hearts.
C:
We lift them to the Lord.
P:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P:
It is truly good, right … praising you and singing:
SANCTUS

(tune: LSB 474)

Holy is God, Father, Son, Spirit.
Heaven and earth show His glory and might.
Hosanna sing, Blessed is Jesus,
In the Lord's name turning darkness to light.
Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia!
Text: James R. Pierce. Copyright (c) 2012. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.
P:
C:

The peace of the Lord  be with you always.
And also with you.
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AGNUS DEI

(tune: LSB 474)

Jesus, God's Lamb, Jesus, have mercy.
Jesus, You take all the world's sin away.
Jesus, God's Lamb, Jesus, have mercy.
Risen Lord Jesus, grant Your peace today.
Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia!
Text: James R. Pierce. Copyright (c) 2012. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

(The congregation may be seated.)

COMMUNION STATEMENT
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed
in the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity
and recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord
is truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament
God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of
responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully
share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time
of prayer on the many blessings God has given you. If you have any questions, please
see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats
and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is
also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Note: During distribution, one of our pastors will be in the back of the church for a time
of individual prayer with anyone desiring.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Scatter the Darkness, Break the Gloom”

LSB 481

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”

LSB 475
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
Lord God above, Now let Your servant
Go from here with the assurance of sight.
My eyes have seen Jesus, my Savior,
Glory of Israel; for nations, Light.
Praise we the Father, the Spirit and Son,
Now and forever! Alleluia!

(tune: LSB 474)

Text: James R. Pierce. Copyright (c) 2012. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

CLOSING PRAYER
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our
purpose. Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In
Jesus name. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P:
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C:
Amen.
P:
C:

We are now entering the mission field!
‘Here am I! Send me!’

CLOSING HYMN
POSTLUDE

“This Joyful Eastertide”
“Vruechten”

LSB 482
Bernard Wayne Sanders

Important Reminder
Our ENTIRE Hope campus has been designated a “no
smoking” facility. Your help in keeping this policy will go
a long way! Thanks for your help and the stewardship of
the body God has entrusted to you!
10

GROWING IN THE GRACE OF GIVING
St. Paul teaches, “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches” (Galatians 6:6).
And again, he says, “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the
temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that
those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:13–14).
In other words, ministers of the gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by them. And this is how
the Church lives even now. It is standard practice.
But this deserves closer examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to give. And it
does so with four little words: “In the same way …”
St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individual members
on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their offerings and sacrifices.
We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support the Levites?
Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the
Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of
your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God
always” (Deuteronomy 14:22–23).
The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested.
Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the New Testament
Gospel ministry “in the same way?”
If it does, ask yourself: is the Church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old
Testament? Back then there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among
the descendants of Abraham.
Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations (Matt. 28). And there are churches and ministries all around the world.
How could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament
ministry?
Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in
the Old Testament. We have received the fullness of God’s revelation, the
fullness of His salvation, the fulfillment of everything that God promised to do.
For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who took upon
himself our sins and in exchange gave us his righteousness. The Father
claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism.
He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the first
fruits of the resurrection, the risen and living body and blood of his Son, our
Lord, Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all things are ours because
we belong to Him. He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.
In the same way, and in response to his fatherly divine goodness and mercy,
we gladly give to those who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called
us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.”
For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had
not received mercy, but now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).

Connecting Points
TODAY: the church continues to rejoice as we celebrate the
“Resurrection of our Lord.” The season of Easter lasts for 7 Sundays and
culminates with the Festival of Pentecost (50 days after Easter). During
the Easter Season, the Pascal Candle is lit to remind us of our Lord’s
physical presence on earth prior to His ascension to the right hand of
God. During the season as well, we “resurrect” our Alleluia’s which have
been buried since the beginning of Lent (Ash Wednesday). The color of the season is
WHITE~ the color of purity and completeness as we rejoice in the Lord and what He has
done for us through his suffering, death and resurrection.
PENTECOST BEGONIAS: We will again be seeing RED in our worship on
Pentecost Sunday, May 20th as we celebrate the birthday of the
Christian Church in our morning worship. Everyone is asked to please
wear RED to church that Sunday as we celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit. You also have the opportunity to place red begonias about our
Lord’s altar. There are 55 plants on order, and no orders can be accepted after May
13th OR until all 55 plants have been adopted. Be sure to order yours today! (See insert in
bulletin). STILL AVAILABLE: 37
YOUR MAY CALENDAR: and Servant Schedule is in your mailbox TODAY.
Please be sure to take yours home and take note of the many great things
happening here at Hope for you to be a part of!
MAY MINISTRY TEAM MEETINGS: Team members, please note your team’s meeting:
Christian Growth—TODAY—Sunday 5/6 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Youth—TODAY—Sunday 5/6 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Board of Directors—Thursday 5/10 @ 6:30PM, Conference Room
Remember, the Lord’s work here at Hope is counting on you—and so
are we!
THANK YOU!: to the many members of various Ministry Teams who provided
brunch following last Sunday’s Confirmation Service. Everything was DELICIOUS
and enjoyed by all!
WEDNESDAYS CONTINUE: at Hope, and that means our Living Hope Worship
is singing the Lord’s praises every Wednesday beginning at 6:30PM, and our
Hope Studies class is back to work studying God’s Word in the Conference
room. Don’t be left out—come on down and join us!

ATTENTION BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Don’t forget our meeting is scheduled
for THIS THURSDAY at 6:30PM in the Conference Room. Please be sure to
get your meeting notes to Jessica NO LATER THAN NOON TUESDAY so
that your packet can be prepared for distribution. Please be sure to read
Joining Jesus chapters 6 & 7 in advance of our meeting.
BABY BOTTLES: will be handed out on Mother’s Day, May 13th. Please take one
home, fill it with change, and return it by Father’s Day, June 17th. Every little bit
of change helps our Plant City Pregnancy Care Center—and our community!
Hope’s Human Care Ministry Team thanks you for your support!
VOTERS MEETING REPORTS: for our May 20th Voters’ Meeting, will be emailed no
later than May 13th, with additional copies under the mailboxes. Please be sure
to read through your packet prior to the meeting.
GUITAR LESSONS UPDATE: We have the required number of people! Lessons are
scheduled for Monday—Friday, May 21—25 from 6:00-8:00PM—right
here at Hope. No charge for lessons; Dark Horse Music will bring the
guitars and music! Those registered are: Pastor Pfeffer, Lana Baldwin,
Keaira Griffin, Jim Kinkead, Joslin Kinkead, Andrew MacDonald,
Christine Mansell, Lauren Matthews, Tena Matthews, Mike McMinn,
Dane Petersen, Liz Pfeffer, and Nora Trivunovich.
SUMMER FUN UNDER THE SON: It’s happening again—and this year will be
bigger and better! Over 2 dozen youth groups have been invited, so join
us Saturday, June 2 at St. Paul, Lakeland as we kickoff the summer fun under
the Son!
ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED: there are openings on the flower chart for YOU to place flowers
to adorn our Lord’s altar on the following Sundays: October 21 & 28, and
November 4, 11 & 18. If you would like to place flowers (limit of 2
bouquets), simply place your name next to the date you would like on the
flower chart in the Narthex.
GERMANY, ANYONE?: That’s right, Pastor & Liz Pfeffer are looking to lead a very special
trip to Germany in September, 2020 for Hope members to attend the
Oberammergau Passion Play and then join in a River Cruise of the Danube
River also visiting Austria and Hungary. (the Passion Play occurs every 10
years) There is a limited number of seats available, so be sure to contact
Pastor or Liz today. Special speaker for this trip is former LCMS President Dr.
Jerry Kieschnick. Space is filling fast, so be sure to act now! All it takes to
reserve your spot is a $100.00 deposit.

ADVANCE NOTICE: Our congregation rejoices that we will have the
privilege to Commission into office, Skylar Smith as a Director of Christian
Education in our Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. Skylar will then be
installed on July 1st at Trinity Lutheran Church, Navasota, Texas as DCE.
Skylar was Baptized and Confirmed at Hope, and our congregation
lovingly provided assistance to her as she studied at Concordia, Texas.
Now we rejoice as she has completed her studies and internship and is
prepared to begin her full-time ministry in our church. Skylar’s Commissioning will take
place during our 9:15 worship on Sunday, June 17th. Stay tuned for additional details.
SEMINARY CALL DAY UPDATE: It is with mixed emotions that we share the
news of Concordia Seminary’s placement from this past Tuesday
evening. Vicar Miguel has received his first Call to serve as a bi-lingual
pastor at Faith Lutheran Church, Hialeah, Florida, and Vicar John
received his Call to serve our Tampa Bay Hispanic Ministry. As the call is
designed for part time ministry, the pastors of the sponsoring
congregations (including Pastor Pfeffer) will be meeting in the near future to amend his
Call to serve as a full-time pastor to this ministry, working one day per week here at
Hope. Please keep Miguel and John in your prayers as they prepare for this new phase in
their ministry, and as Pastor Miguel looks forward to retirement. Pastor Pfeffer hopes to
have additional information by our May Voters’ Meeting.
A REMINDER FROM OUR ELDERS: regarding Sunday morning
announcements before worship: 1There is a limit to 5 announcements to
be made on a Sunday morning; 2Your announcement should be no
more than 60 seconds in length; 3You MUST be seated on the FRONT
pew if you are to make an announcement (you can then return to your
family); 4You MUST use the handheld microphone so that EVERYONE in the church hears
what you have to share and; 5All announcements MUST be made at BOTH morning
worships—what’s good for one service to hear, is good for the other. …And remember,
all requests to make a Sunday announcement MUST be made to the Church Office by
NOON on Wednesday. Thanks in advance for your assistance!

In honor of God's gift of
mothers and motherly love,
Hope's Youth will be hosting a
pancake brunch following
worship on May 13th.
Please join us in Fellowship
Hall next Sunday at 10:30am
for a Mother's Day Brunch!

Everyone is welcome!

Yes, the Church is having a birthday and we want you to see RED.
When: The Day of Pentecost, Sunday, May 20, 2018
Time: 9:15AM & 4:00PM Worship Services
Where: All Around the World—locally here at Hope
Dress: Please wear RED for this grand occasion!
Bring: A heart ready to worship & open to the gifts of God’s Spirit
That’s right, our special Pentecost Sunday Celebration will be held
Sunday, May 20th as we join together to celebrate the birthday of the
Christian church through the coming of the Holy Spirit that first
Pentecost.

HEAR YE! HEAR YE!
Congregational meeting
Date: May 20, 2018
Time: 11:45AM (Immediately Following Family Bible Hour)
Place: In the Church
PROPOSED AGENDA:
• Approval of minutes from November 2017
• Approval of Pastors’ Reports
• Approval of Ministry Team Reports
• Building committee Update (Presentation by Foundry Commercial)
FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY TEAM POT BLESS TO FOLLOW!
Please bring only a side dish to share;
Fellowship will provide Chicken & Rice;
Board of Directors will provide desserts.
NOTE: Voters’ Meeting information packet will be available by 5/13.

Contact Tracy in the Church Office at 813-752-4622

ADULTS: GODCONNECTS: A Lutheran Hour Ministries video/discussion series
explaining the Christian faith in a way that makes it easy to invite a friend, family
member, or church visitor. Plain language and helpful illustrations present God’s work
of salvation in a concise manner; ideal for those with questions about sin, judgment,
redemption, Jesus, the believer’s life, and more. This class is also great for anyone
interested in becoming a member of Hope who has not been part of a Lutheran
Church. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer
GRADES 7—12: GUYS: "We’ve been discovering what it really means to be a “man”
in Becoming a Young Man of God. Now in this next 8-week study, guys will be
learning how to Live as a Young Man of God. And the only way they do this is by
looking at the perfect man, Jesus, in order to live in His image and learn how to deal
with life as He would." Leader: Pastor Shea
GRADES 7—12: GIRLS: Teenage girls are so caught up with how they look, who
they are, and what others think of them. Through media, models, and even friends our
society gives an ‘ideal image’ for girls—what the world calls a ‘Perfect 10’. But God
defines girls with a different image. Created in His image you are beautiful.
Constructed as His temple His Spirit lives in you (1 Cor. 3:16). This book, Godly and
Girly, emboldens young women with self-esteem, confidence about their body image,
and secures their identity as God’s beloved daughters. Leader: Liz Pfeffer
GRADES 1—6: CROSS EXPLORATIONS: This winter quarter continues with an
overview of how God works through prophets and kings throughout the Bible.
Leader: Yolanda Heipp
PRE-SCHOOL—KINDERGARTEN: GROWING IN CHRIST:
This winter quarter continues with an overview of how God
works through prophets and kings throughout the Bible.
Leaders: Ellen Whitehurst, Tracy MacDonald

YOUTH DATES

May 9—Youth Group, 6:30pm
May 13—Mother’s Day Pancake Brunch
May 16—Youth-led Worship, 6:30pm
May 23—Youth Group, 6:30pm
May 30—Youth Group, 6:30pm
June 2—Summer Fun Under the Son, 2-7pm
@ St.
Paul welcome!
Grades 6 through 12—friends
are always
Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM

Topics for this month:
May 13: "Keep Them"

Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
There are times Christians might readily wish the Lord would airlift them out of this world. Because
we have some work to do, the Lord Jesus prays we be kept safe. So, how's that working for you?
(John 17:14-17)

May 20: "Functional Atheist No More!"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
Christians like to think of themselves as following the first disciples. That's uncomfortably true. The
first disciples had trouble believing the promises of Jesus for their daily lives. Too often we do too.
On Pentecost the Spirit of the risen Lord Jesus gave the first disciples faith like they had never had
before. Today the same Spirit is ready to do the same for us. (Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27)

May 27

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
SHUT-INS:

LEADERS:

Andy Anderson
Melva Dennison
Bonnie Genrich

Dorothy Maltzahn
Mark Stefanos
Tom Thomas

Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer
Pastor Shea Pennington

Hope Staff
Hope’s Ministries
LCMS Synod & District

Our Armed Forces
Our Nation
Our 1st Responders

Family and Friends of Hope
NEW REQUESTS:
John Burtz
Larry Hayes
Kathy Virsik family
Todd Warner

knee surgery (5/8)
brother of George Hayes—anticipating surgery
mourning sudden death of 24-year-old son in motorcycle accident
health concerns

CURRENT REQUESTS:
Bonnie Genrich
Barry Himmel
Julianna Shults & family
Carol Trinklein

hospitalized
family friend of James & Lauretta Tennyson—colon cancer
mourning death of her brother, Alex
wife of Pastor Trinklein—surgery; broken femur

BATTLING CANCER:
Tom Battling
Herb Bayer
Laura Blake
CanDee Brandon
John Brom
Laura Brom

Bob Broshelle
Alice Correia
Austin Dobbs
Ginnie Donaldson
Casey Doyle
Jace Driggers

Kori Dunke
Marcus Elam
JoAnne Hayashi
Barry Himmel
Dale Jarvis
Lucille Luedke

Mari
Jean Marie Mactye
Pat Mailloux
John Rademacher
Alan Rauner
Abbey Sedlacek

Serving in the Military
Zachary Allen
Alex Almaguer
Zachary Bennett
Matt Bracken
Trevor Dahlke

Lorrie Daniell—R
Stephen Daniell—R
Joshua Gross
Erika Grosskopf
Joshua Kinkead—R

Judy Strait
Jeannie Lee Taylor
Mr. Wells
Millie Wetz
Rick Ward
Heather Whitehurst

(R—Reserves)

Brad Landis
Bobby Martin
Aaron Morley
Donnie Pittman
Stephen Olliff—R

Derek Quackenbush
Justin Rappa
Ryan Sonnenberg
Caleb Strand
Mike Szostkiewicz—R

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks.

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.”
1Corinthians 4:1

SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (5/6/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Donald Finney
Acolyte
9:15/Tristan Mercier
Lector
9:15/Nora Trivunovich
Elder on Duty
9:15/Ryan Reese; 4:00/Todd Warner
Communion Assistant
9:15/Ryan Reese
Flowers
McMinn & G. Miller families
Offerings
Dale & Jonie Wenzel
Ushers
Team 1
8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Mike & Willa McMinn in honor of Heather and in memory of Sean
and
Glenn & Linda Miller in honor of their wedding anniversary
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (5/9/2018) ARE:
Lector
6:30/Tena Matthews
Elder on Duty
6:30/Wayne Warner
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (5/13/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Kaylee Greatens
Lector
9:15/Mary Lou Nash
Elder on Duty
9:15/Mike McMinn; 4:00/Pastor Shea
Flowers
Hartmann & Pfeffer families
Offerings
Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner
Ushers
Team 2
8:00/Tom Whitehurst,* Carl Bergner, Harold Hastings, James Tennyson
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF MAY:
Altar Guild
James & Lauretta Tennyson
Nurse/HMT Member
Sally Kimbrell

