HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD

Welcome to Hope
SUNDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

9:15AM—Worship
10:30AM—Family Bible Hour
4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship
6:30PM—Hope Studies
6:30PM—Youth Group

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus”
We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this
weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran
Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name
and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a
“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we
realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason
there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are
available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag
following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all
activities at Hope in the week ahead!
IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please
refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc.
Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our
worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just
as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your
use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the
pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be
appreciated! Thank you!

Hope: Anchored in Christ
Please turn off or silence your
cell phone and NO food or
drinks in the Sanctuary.

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship
Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us
as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

April 29, 2018

Activities This Week at Hope:
Sunday 4/29

Monday 4/30
Tuesday 5/1
Wednesday 5/2

Thursday 5/3
Saturday 5/5
Sunday 5/6

9:15
10:30
4:00
6:30
6:30
5:30
6:30
6:30
6:30
10:30
6:30
8:00
9:15
10:30
11:45
11:45
4:00

Confirmation Sunday
Worship w/Communion
Confirmation Reception
Spanish Worship w/Communion
Choir
Missions & Outreach Ministry Team Meeting
Bell Choir
Living Hope Worship w/Communion
Hope Studies
Youth Group
Bible Study
Elders Ministry Team Meeting
Trustees’ workday
Worship w/Communion
Family Bible Hour
Christian Growth Ministry Team Meeting
Youth Ministry Team Meeting
Spanish Worship w/Communion

Worship Attendance/Communion:
Wednesday, April 18, 2018:
Worship: 6:30: 28/24
Hope Studies: 6

Sunday, April 22, 2018:
Worship: 8:00: 38 10:30: 104
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 9/7

Offerings—General Fund: $5,523.00

Stewardship Perspective:
John 15:2 – “Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does
bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” God is interested in the fruit that we bear in good
works, and He even prunes us so that we may bring forth more fruit. Trusting in our Lord’s work for us,
being grafted by grace into His vine, we desire to be more like Him, to grow into His image. That’s growth
in fruit bearing…and it always comes with some pruning.
Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!

April 29, 2018

AS WE GATHER
In one of His several “I am” statements, Jesus says, “I
am the vine. You are the branches.” Inviting His hearers
to a place of rest and refuge, He says, “Abide in Me.” In
the Epistle, John correlates confessing that Jesus is the
Son of God with experiencing and coming to trust in the
love God has for us. Abiding in Jesus means abiding in
God’s love. And God Himself abides in us. This
relationship of abiding in Jesus, who Himself is love, was
experienced by the Ethiopian eunuch when Philip told
him the Good News about Jesus and the Ethiopian was
baptized.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELLS
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION “Ein feste Burg”

Martin Luther

The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

LSB 657

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.
Public domain

INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.
P:
Praise the LORD!
C:
Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty heavens!
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P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

P:
C:

Praise Him for His mighty deeds; praise Him according to His excellent
greatness!
Praise Him with trumpet sound; praise Him with lute and harp!
Praise Him with tambourine and dance; praise Him with strings and pipe!
Praise Him with sounding cymbals; praise Him with loud clashing
cymbals!
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!
God who is gracious and merciful:
We confess that we are sinful by nature and have turned away
from abiding in Your love. We have been enticed by our own
desires and lured away from Your love by the spirits of this age.
Yet, greater is Jesus who dwells in us by faith than the spirit of
the Antichrist who is in the world. For Jesus’ sake, forgive our
sins and bring us again to abide in Your love.
God hears you and God loves you. Therefore, as a called and ordained
servant of Jesus and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
“10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)”
(Chorus) Bless the Lord, O my soul, O— my soul; Worship His holy name.
Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name.
The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning,
it’s time to sing Your song again.
Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,
let me be singing when the evening comes. (Chorus)
You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger,
Your name is great and Your heart is kind.
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing;
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. (Chorus)
(Musical Interlude)

And on that day, when my strength is failing,
the end draws near, and my time has come;
Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending ten thousand years,
and then forever more! (Chorus)
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Continued on next page…

(Final Chorus) Bless the Lord, O my soul, O— my soul; Worship His holy name.

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name,
Worship Your holy name—, Lord, I’ll worship Your holy name.
(Musical Interlude)

Sing like never before, O my soul; I’ll worship Your holy name,
Worship Your holy name, worship Your holy name.
CCLI Song # 6016351, Words and Music by Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman, © 2011 Thankyou Music / Said And Done Music / sixsteps Music / SHOUT! Music Publishing /
worship together.com songs, All rights reserved. CCLI License # 759305

CONFIRMATION LITANY
P:
You, O Lord, have blessed those to be confirmed here today with the gift
of faith.
C:
May their faith be a blessing to them throughout their lives.
P:
You, O Lord, have blessed those to be confirmed here today with loving
family members and friends.
C:
May their family members and friends be a blessing to them
throughout their lives.
P:
You, O Lord, have blessed those to be confirmed here today with the
message of the Gospel.
C:
May the Good News of forgiveness and salvation be a blessing to
them throughout their lives.
P:
You, O Lord, have blessed those to be confirmed here today with hearts
that are devoted to you.
C:
May their relationship with you be a blessing to them throughout
their lives.
P:
You, O Lord, have blessed those to be confirmed here today with blessing
upon blessing.
C:
May your blessing continue to rest upon them in all they say and
do. Amen.
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 SERVICE OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING

Acts 8:26-40 (p.917)
(Philip is sent to meet the Ethiopian eunuch
to tell him the Good News about Jesus.)

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise
and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert
place. 27And he rose and went. And there was
an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in
charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning,
seated in his chariot, and he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip,
“Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to
him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet
and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now
the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to
the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33In
his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is
taken away from the earth.” 34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you,
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened
his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.
36
And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch
said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the
eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way
rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached
the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
26

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE

(Test the spirits. God is love.)

1 John 4:1-11 (p.1023)

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit
of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God,
3
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children,
you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who
is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the
world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is
not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of
error. 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has
been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God,
because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for
our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
1

L:
C:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE
“Ancient Words”
ABS (2) 15
Holy words / long preserved / For our walk / in this world;
They resound with God’s own heart / O let the ancient words impart.
Words of life / words of hope / Give us strength / help us cope;
In this world where’er we roam / Ancient words will guide us home.
(Chorus)

Ancient words / ever true / Changing me and changing you;
We have come with open hearts / O let the ancient words impart.

Holy words / of our faith / Handed down / to this age;
Came to us thro’ sacrifice / O heed the faithful words of Christ.
Ancient words / long preserved / For our walk / in this world;
They resound with God’s own heart / O let the ancient words impart.

(Chorus x2)

CCLI Song # 2986399 Words and Music by Lynn Deshazo © 2001 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 759305
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John 15:1-8 (p.901)
(Jesus is the vine. We are the branches. Abide in Him and abide in love.)

HOLY GOSPEL
P:
C:

The Gospel of our Lord, according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
(Sung) Glory to You, O Lord!

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes
away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes,
that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean
because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless
you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches.
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you
bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
1
2

P:
C:

This is the Gospel of our Risen Lord!
(Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG OF THE DAY “Come Thou Fount, Come Thou King”
ABS (4) 16
Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues above;
Praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love.
I was lost in utter darkness ‘til You came and rescued me;
I was bound by all my sin when Your love came and set me free.
Now my soul can sing a new song, now my heart has found a home;
Now your grace is always with me and I’ll never be alone.
(Chorus)

Come, Thou Fount, come, Thou King, come Thou precious Prince of Peace;
Hear your bride, to You we sing, come Thou Fount of our blessing.
Come, Thou Fount, come, Thou King, come Thou precious Prince of Peace;
Hear your bride, to You we sing, come Thou Fount of our blessing.
7
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O to grace, how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be;
Let Thy goodness like a fetter bind my wand’ring heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above. (Chorus)
I was lost in utter darkness ‘til You came and rescued me;
I was bound by all my sin when Your love came and set me free.
Now my soul can sing a new song, now my heart has found a home;
Now your grace is always with me and I’ll never be alone.
CCLI Song # 4775010 | Traditional and Thomas Miller | © 2005 Gateway Create Publishing/BMI (adm. At EMICMGPublishing.com) | CCLI License # 759305

MESSAGE

Confirmands: Scarlett Gembala, Thomas Goethe, Bryan Greatens, Keaira Griffin
OFFERING PRAYER
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has do not
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen.
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP

As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along.
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day.

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes.

VOLUNTARY

“Filter”

Jeffrey Blersch

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:
In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C:
Lord, have mercy.
P:
For the whole Church on earth and for all pastors, teachers, deaconesses,
musicians and servants of Christ’s people, that the Holy Spirit would give
us the joy of singing the new song, a hymn of resurrection victory in
Christ, our Savior, let us pray to the Lord:
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C:
P:
C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:

C:
P:
C:

Lord, have mercy.
For the president, Congress and all who make, administer or judge our
laws, that our common life might be conformed to the will of God, let us
pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For our congregation, that God would make us an outpost of the age to
come, living already in this fallen world from the joys of a life that death
cannot destroy, and that He equip us to joyfully connect people to Jesus,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who travel, for pregnant women and young mothers, for the
lonely and afflicted, for those suffering from addiction, for those who
mourn, and for those in need of healing, especially Frank Dahlke, Bonnie
Genrich, Ron Gugel, and Mark Stefanos, that our heavenly Father would
protect, nourish, sustain and restore them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who come to the feast of Christ’s body and blood this day,
especially our confirmands receiving this blessed sacrament for the first
time, that preserved from unbelief and impenitence, they may receive
forgiveness of all sin and experience a foretaste of the feast to come, let
us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our risen Lord who taught us
to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN OF CONFIRMATION “Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying”

LSB 597

© 1999 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.
© 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.

COMMENDATION OF PARENTS
P:
The church commends you for your faithfulness in the Christian training of
these young adults. Since their baptisms, you have prayed for them,
brought them to God's house for worship, and have ensured that they were
taught the essentials of the Christian faith. Though today they make public
confession of their faith, your prayers and encouragement remain important
to them. Will you continue in fervent prayer for them, and as it is
appropriate, support them in their Christian faith and walk?
R:
Yes, with the help of God.

Scarlett Rose Gembala
Thomas McTeer Goethe III
Bryan Alexander Greatens
Keaira Lee Griffin

CONFIRMING THE FAITH
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“Go Into the World”

SPECIAL MUSIC

Jubilation
Singers

+ HOLY COMMUNION +
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence.
P:
C:

The peace of the Lord  be with you always.
And also with you.

AGNUS DEI

(tune: LSB 474)

Jesus, God's Lamb, Jesus, have mercy.
Jesus, You take all the world's sin away.
Jesus, God's Lamb, Jesus, have mercy.
Risen Lord Jesus, grant Your peace today.
Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia!
Text: James R. Pierce. Copyright (c) 2012. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

(The congregation may be seated.)

COMMUNION STATEMENT

If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the Sacrament
of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed in the Christian faith;
2
Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity and recognize their own need for
forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord is truly present in, with and under the
bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament God gives us forgiveness of sins and
strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is
your sincere belief, then joyfully share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please
remain seated for a time of prayer on the many blessings God has given you. If you have any
questions, please see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone
who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is also
served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”

© 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.
Public domain
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LSB 465

“Church of God, Elect and Glorious”

© 1982 The Jubilate Group; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.
© 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.
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LSB 646

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
Lord God above, Now let Your servant
Go from here with the assurance of sight.
My eyes have seen Jesus, my Savior,
Glory of Israel; for nations, Light.
Praise we the Father, the Spirit and Son,
Now and forever! Alleluia!

(tune: LSB 474)

Text: James R. Pierce. Copyright (c) 2012. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

CLOSING PRAYER
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our
purpose. Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In
Jesus name. Amen.
BENEDICTION
P:
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C:
Amen.
P:
C:

We are now entering the mission field!
‘Here am I! Send me!’

CLOSING HYMN

“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

14

LSB 680

Continued on next page…

© 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185.

POSTLUDE

“Thine”

Carl F. Schalk

Scarlett Rose Gembala
Thomas McTeer Goethe III
Bryan Alexander Greatens
Keaira Lee Griffin
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Thomas McTeer
III
Scarlett Rose

Gembala

Scarlett is the daughter of Tony
Gembala and Heather Palmer.
Scarlett was born on November 2,
2004 in Brandon, Florida and was
Baptized on December 4, 2004 at
Hope. Scarlett is currently a 7th grade
student at Burns Middle School in
Brandon. Scarlett says that among
her favorite classes in school are art,
music, and science. She says her
hobbies are drawing, riding her bike,
reading, and writing. In her free time,
Scarlett likes to write stories. Scarlett
would like to attend Harvard
University and study to be a
veterinarian or a writer. Scarlett has
selected Matthew 5:14 as her
Confirmation
memory
verse
because, “Jesus is the light of the
world; He guides us when we are in
darkness.” Notes of encouragement
and congratulations can be sent to
Scarlett at 13345 Lewis Gallagher
Road, Dover, FL 33527.

Goethe

Thomas is the son of
Thomas (Mack) and
Sheila Goethe and
was born October
25, 2004 in Brandon,
Florida. Thomas was

Baptized into God’s family on January
9, 2005 at Nativity Catholic Church,
Brandon. Thomas is a 7th grader who is
home schooled while also participating
in Classical Conversations as a part of
his schooling. Thomas says that his
favorite class is history and his favorite
hobbies are computers and hiking. In
Thomas’ spare time, he likes to play
computer games. Thomas would like to
attend the United States Air Force
Academy and be a military pilot.
Thomas selected John 15:13 as his
Confirmation memory verse because,
“Jesus was willing to lay down His life to
save us from our sins. First responders
place themselves in danger to save
others. I want to be a first responder in
the military. Jesus set an example by
laying down His life.” Notes of
encouragement and congratulations
can be sent to Thomas at 911
Winchester Lane, Valrico, FL 33594.

Bryan Alexander
Bryan is the son of
Michael
and
Stacey Greatens
and
was
born
November 24, 2004
in Lakeland, Florida and Baptized
into God’s family on December 26,
2004 at Hope. Bryan is currently in
the 7th grade at St. Paul Lutheran
School, Lakeland and will return to
St. Paul’s for 8th grade next school
year. Bryan says his favorite classes
are math and science, and his
hobbies are playing basketball and
playing on his phone. Bryan would
like to attend Florida Polytech
University and study to be a robotic
engineer. Bryan selected Romans
10:9-10 as his Confirmation memory
verse because, “It means to me that
I believe in Jesus and that He died
for me and if I confess with my
mouth that Jesus is my Lord, I will be
saved.” Notes of encouragement
and congratulations can be sent to
Bryan at 3045 Tom Matthews Road,
Lakeland, FL 33810.

Keaira Lee
Keaira is the daughter of Patrick and
Jessica Griffin. She was born on
March 8, 2006 in Stuart, Florida and
Baptized into God’s family at Christ
Lutheran Church in Orland Park,
Illinois on May 7, 2006. Keaira is a
homeschool student in the 7th grade,
and next year will continue being
homeschooled. Keaira’s favorite
classes are reading and writing, and
her hobbies are dance and archery.
In Keaira’s free time she likes to be
with friends. Keaira would like to
attend Florida Southern College or
Mars Hill University (NC) and major in
dance. Keaira has selected Psalm
149:3 as her Confirmation memory
verse because, “it’s about dance
and praising God, and I love both!”
Notes of encouragement and
congratulations can be sent to
Keaira at 5234 Pond View Court,
Zephyrhills, FL 33541.

Connecting Points
TODAY: the church continues to rejoice as we celebrate the
“Resurrection of our Lord.” The season of Easter lasts for 7 Sundays and
culminates with the Festival of Pentecost (50 days after Easter). During
the Easter Season, the Pascal Candle is lit to remind us of our Lord’s
physical presence on earth prior to His ascension to the right hand of
God. During the season as well, we “resurrect” our Alleluia’s which have
been buried since the beginning of Lent (Ash Wednesday). The color of the season is
WHITE~ the color of purity and completeness as we rejoice in the Lord and what He has
done for us through his suffering, death and resurrection. HOWEVER, as we mark the Rite
of Confirmation this day, the color is RED~ the color of witness and of the Spirit.
THIS MORNING: we mark the Rite of Confirmation. Those making public
confession of their faith this year are: Scarlett Gembala, Thomas
Goethe, Bryan Greatens, and Keaira Griffin. Please keep them in your
prayers as they conclude their 2 years of studies with Pastor Pfeffer and
Pastor Shea. A reception in honor of our confirmands will take place
following the service.
PREACHING THE HYMNS: As you complete the survey of hymns for Pastors
Pfeffer & Shea to use as their messages this summer, please remember to
only pick hymns from our hymnal. There are lots of amazing hymns in our
hymnals that are old favorites to many, and some amazing hymns that can
quickly and easily become new favorites to us as well. Thanks for your
assistance.
RED BEGONIAS: can be ordered TODAY for the Festival of Pentecost on
May 20th. There is a limit of 55 plants available so be sure to get your
order in ASAP. No orders will be accepted after May 13th OR until all 55
plants have been adopted. Price per plant is $4.50 and payment MUST
accompany your order. (Please see insert in bulletin).
YOUR MAY CALENDAR: and Servant Schedule is in your mailbox TODAY. Please
be sure to take yours home and take note of the many great things
happening here at Hope for you to be a part of!
MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS: Please be sure to submit your report for our May 20th
Voters’ Meeting to Jessica in the church office TODAY to be included in the
information packet. Thanks in advance for your assistance!

ATTENTION NURSES: If you are a Florida certified nurse, please contact the
church office (813-752-4622) THIS WEEK. Our Parish Nurse, Joyce Van Matre is
compiling a list of all Hope member nurses. Thank you.
THANK YOU: once again to the members of our Fellowship Ministry Team for
all their time and energy to make our Family Picnic such a success! We
thank God for all your work last Sunday! Thanks also to the many helping
hands that have pitched in to assist!
SEMINARY CALL DAY UPDATE: It is with mixed emotions that we share the news of
Concordia Seminary’s placement from this past Tuesday evening. Vicar Miguel has
received his first Call to serve as a bi-lingual pastor at Faith Lutheran Church, Hialeah,
Florida, and Vicar John received his Call to serve our Tampa Bay Hispanic Ministry. As the
call is designed for part time ministry, the pastors of the sponsoring
congregations (including Pastor Pfeffer) will be meeting in the near
future to amend his Call to serve as a full-time pastor to this ministry,
working one day per week here at Hope. Please keep Miguel and John
in your prayers as they prepare for this new phase in their ministry, and
as Pastor Miguel looks forward to retirement. Pastor Pfeffer hopes to
have additional information by our May Voters’ Meeting.
MAY MINISTRY TEAM MEETINGS: Team members, please note your team’s meeting:
Missions & Outreach—Tuesday 5/1 @ 6:30PM, Fellowship Hall
Elders—Thursday 5/3 @ 6:30PM, Conference Room
Trustees—Saturday 5/5 @ 8:00AM, around campus
Christian Growth—Sunday 5/6 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Youth—Sunday 5/6 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Board of Directors—Thursday 5/10 @ 6:30PM, Conference Room
Human Care—Sunday 5/13 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall
Remember, the Lord’s work here at Hope is counting on you—and so are we!
WEDNESDAYS CONTINUE: at Hope, and that means our Living Hope Worship
is singing the Lord’s praises every Wednesday beginning at 6:30PM, and our
Hope Studies class is back to work studying God’s Word in the Conference
room. Don’t be left out—come on down and join us!
ELDERS: Just a reminder of our meeting THIS THURSDAY at 6:30PM in the
Conference Room. Please be sure to read chapters 5 & 6 of Joining
Jesus in advance of our meeting. If you need your meeting packet
printed, please be sure to contact Jessica in the church office.

BABY BOTTLES: will be handed out on Mother’s Day, May 13th. Please take one
home, fill it with change, and return it by Father’s Day, June 17th. Every little bit of
change helps our Plant City Pregnancy Care Center—and our community!
Hope’s Human Care Ministry Team thanks you for your support!
VOTERS MEETING REPORTS: for our May 20th Voters’ Meeting, will be emailed no
later than May 13th, with additional copies under the mailboxes. Please be sure
to read through your packet prior to the meeting.
GUITAR LESSONS UPDATE: We have the required number of
people! Lessons are scheduled for Monday—Friday, May 21—25
from 6:00-8:00PM—right here at Hope. No charge for lessons; Dark Horse
Music will bring the guitars and music! Those registered are: Pastor
Pfeffer, Keaira Griffin, Jim Kinkead, Joslin Kinkead, Andrew MacDonald,
Christine Mansell, Lauren Matthews, Tena Matthews, Mike McMinn, Dane
Petersen, Liz Pfeffer, and Nora Trivunovich.
SUMMER FUN UNDER THE SON: It’s happening again—and this year will be
bigger and better! Over 2 dozen youth groups have been invited, so join
us Saturday, June 2 at St. Paul, Lakeland as we kickoff the summer fun under
the Son!
ALTAR FLOWERS NEEDED: there are openings on the flower chart for YOU
to place flowers to adorn our Lord’s altar on the following Sundays:
September 9, October 21 & 28, and November 4, 11 & 18. If you would
like to place flowers (limit of 2 bouquets), simply place your name next to
the date you would like on the flower chart in the Narthex.
GERMANY, ANYONE?: That’s right, Pastor & Liz Pfeffer are looking to lead a very special
trip to Germany in September, 2020 for Hope members to attend the
Oberammergau Passion Play and then join in a River Cruise of the Danube
River also visiting Austria and Hungary. (the Passion Play occurs every 10
years) There is a limited number of seats available, so be sure to contact
Pastor or Liz today. Special speaker for this trip is former LCMS President Dr.
Jerry Kieschnick. Space is filling fast, so be sure to act now! All it takes to
reserve your spot is a $100.00 deposit.
PRAYER SHAWLS!: ‘We’ are looking for a kind 'soul' to teach 'us' how to knit or crochet!
We would like to make Prayer Shawls, but lack the skill to make
them...but, we are willing to learn. If you have the skill (and the
patience), we would love to learn! Please contact Lyn Senkarik through
the church office 813-752-4622…and THANK YOU in advance!

A REMINDER FROM OUR ELDERS: regarding Sunday morning announcements before
worship: 1There is a limit to 5 announcements to be made on a Sunday
morning; 2Your announcement should be no more than 60 seconds in
length; 3You MUST be seated on the FRONT pew if you are to make an
announcement (you can then return to your family); 4You MUST use the
handheld microphone so that EVERYONE in the church hears what you
have to share and; 5All announcements MUST be made at BOTH morning worships—
what’s good for one service to hear, is good for the other. …And remember, all requests
to make a Sunday announcement MUST be made to the Church Office by NOON on
Wednesday. Thanks in advance for your assistance!

Important Reminder
Our ENTIRE Hope campus has been designated a “no
smoking” facility. Your help in keeping this policy will go a
long way! Thanks for your help and the stewardship of the
body God has entrusted to you!

Contact Tracy in the Church Office at 813-752-4622

ADULTS: GODCONNECTS: A Lutheran Hour Ministries video/discussion series
explaining the Christian faith in a way that makes it easy to invite a friend, family
member, or church visitor. Plain language and helpful illustrations present God’s work
of salvation in a concise manner; ideal for those with questions about sin, judgment,
redemption, Jesus, the believer’s life, and more. This class is also great for anyone
interested in becoming a member of Hope who has not been part of a Lutheran
Church. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer
GRADES 7—12: GUYS: "We’ve been discovering what it really means to be a “man”
in Becoming a Young Man of God. Now in this next 8-week study, guys will be
learning how to Live as a Young Man of God. And the only way they do this is by
looking at the perfect man, Jesus, in order to live in His image and learn how to deal
with life as He would." Leader: Pastor Shea
GRADES 7—12: GIRLS: Teenage girls are so caught up with how they look, who
they are, and what others think of them. Through media, models, and even friends our
society gives an ‘ideal image’ for girls—what the world calls a ‘Perfect 10’. But God
defines girls with a different image. Created in His image you are beautiful.
Constructed as His temple His Spirit lives in you (1 Cor. 3:16). This book, Godly and
Girly, emboldens young women with self-esteem, confidence about their body image,
and secures their identity as God’s beloved daughters. Leader: Liz Pfeffer
GRADES 1—6: CROSS EXPLORATIONS: This winter quarter continues with an
overview of how God works through prophets and kings throughout the Bible.
Leader: Yolanda Heipp
PRE-SCHOOL—KINDERGARTEN: GROWING IN CHRIST:
This winter quarter continues with an overview of how God
works through prophets and kings throughout the Bible.
Leaders: Ellen Whitehurst, Tracy MacDonald

YOUTH DATES

May 2—Youth Group, 6:30pm
May 9—Youth Group, 6:30pm
May 1—Mother’s Day Pancake Brunch
May 16—Youth-led Worship, 6:30pm
May 23—Youth Group, 6:30pm
May 30—Youth Group, 6:30pm
June
Fun are
Under
Son, 2-7pm @
Grades2—Summer
6 through 12—friends
alwaysthe
welcome!
Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM

Topics for this month:
May 6: "Love One Another as I Have Loved You"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer
Jesus calls His followers to be different as they deal with difficult people. (John 15:9-17)
May 13: "Keep Them"
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
There are times Christians might readily wish the Lord would airlift them out of this world.
Because we have some work to do, the Lord Jesus prays we be kept safe. So, how's that
working for you? (John 17:14-17)
May 20
"Functional Atheist No More!"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
SHUT-INS:

LEADERS:

Andy Anderson
Melva Dennison
Bonnie Genrich

Dorothy Maltzahn
Mark Stefanos
Tom Thomas

Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer
Pastor Shea Pennington

Hope Staff
Hope’s Ministries
LCMS Synod & District

Our Armed Forces
Our Nation
Our 1st Responders

Family and Friends of Hope
NEW REQUESTS:
Bonnie Genrich
CURRENT REQUESTS:
Tony Gembala
Greg
Barry Himmel
Patty Humphrey
Mari
Jean Marie Mactye
Sue Moos
Julianna Shults & family
Nancy Schmidt
Carol Trinklein
Casey Wiseman

hospitalized

looking for new employment
friend of Jesilynn Pfeffer—deploying
family friend of James & Lauretta Tennyson—colon cancer
co-worker of Meghan Trivunovich – fire; lost home
friend of Niver-Kimbrell family—cancer recurrence;
surgery/radiation/chemo
friend of Mack Goethe—cancer
friend of Cindy Kemp—youngest son; Army active duty
mourning death of her brother, Alex
co-worker of Meghan Trivunovich – serious illness
wife of Pastor Trinklein—surgery; broken femur
health concerns

BATTLING CANCER:
Tom Battling
Herb Bayer
Laura Blake
CanDee Brandon
John Brom
Laura Brom

Bob Broshelle
Alice Correia
Austin Dobbs
Ginnie Donaldson
Casey Doyle
Jace Driggers

Kori Dunke
Marcus Elam
JoAnne Hayashi
Barry Himmel
Dale Jarvis
Lucille Luedke

Mari
Jean Marie Mactye
Pat Mailloux
John Rademacher
Alan Rauner
Abbey Sedlacek

Serving in the Military
Zachary Allen
Alex Almaguer
Zachary Bennett
Matt Bracken
Trevor Dahlke

Lorrie Daniell—R
Stephen Daniell—R
Joshua Gross
Erika Grosskopf
Joshua Kinkead—R

Judy Strait
Jeannie Lee Taylor
Mr. Wells
Millie Wetz
Rick Ward
Heather Whitehurst

(R—Reserves)

Brad Landis
Bobby Martin
Aaron Morley
Donnie Pittman
Stephen Olliff—R

Derek Quackenbush
Justin Rappa
Ryan Sonnenberg
Caleb Strand
Mike Szostkiewicz—R

Due to space limitation, prayer requests can only be listed for four weeks.

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.”
1Corinthians 4:1

SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (4/29/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Madison Reese
Crucifer
9:15/Kristin Reagin
Torch Bearers
9:15/Lana Hartmann & Joslin Kinkead
Acolyte
9:15/Savannah Gembala
Lector
9:15/Nora Trivunovich
Elder on Duty
9:15/Todd Warner; 4:00/Jim Drapp
Communion Assistant 9:15/Todd Warner & Mike McMinn
Flowers
Howell & Pfeffer families
Offerings
Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner
Ushers
Team 3
8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by
Stuart & Sandy Howell in memory of Michael Sullivan
and

Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer in honor of their 35th wedding anniversary
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (5/2/2018) ARE:
Lector
6:30/Carl Bergner
Elder on Duty
6:30/Mike McMinn
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (5/6/2018) ARE:
Bell Ringer
9:15/Donald Finney
Acolyte
9:15/Tristan Mercier
Lector
9:15/Cindy Kemp
Elder on Duty
9:15/Ryan Reese; 4:00/Todd Warner
Communion Assistant 9:15/Ryan Reese
Flowers
McMinn & G. Miller families
Offerings
Dale & Jonie Wenzel
Ushers
Team 1
8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF MAY:
Altar Guild
James & Lauretta Tennyson
Nurse/HMT Member Sally Kimbrell

