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Tenebrae Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Today, we observe the second great act of the "holy Triduum," the death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ on Calvary's cross.  While the name of the day may come from the phrase 
"God's Friday," it is, despite its horror, a good Friday.  Virtually since the very beginning 
of time, man's sin has infected the whole world.  Sin separates us from God and one 
another, sin turns us inward, sin brings upon us the penalty of death.  Today, we 
remember the cure for sin, the self-giving sacrifice of Jesus in our place.  His death is 
the cure for our sin, the payment of our debt.   

 
(Offerings will be received in the Narthex following the service.) 

 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION    “Via Dolorosa”                         

Kristin Reagin, soloist 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 
SILENT PROCESSIONAL 
 
OPENING HYMN             “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”                  LSB 451 
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P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy and solemn day, the  
Friday we call good, we are confronted with the serious nature of our sin, 
which made this day necessary.  It is right and proper for us to reflect on 
and confess our sinfulness. Let us join the woman caught in adultery, the 
tax collector in the temple, and King David, and say "God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner." (A time of silence is observed to call to mind the specifics of our sin and 

prepare for confession.) Let us make confession of our sins. 
 
PSALM OF CONFESSION                                                        Psalm 51:1-9, 17 
C: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 

according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 
Your sight, so that You may be justified in Your words and 
blameless in Your judgment. Behold, I was brought forth in 
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, You 
delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me wisdom in 
the secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and 
gladness; let the bones that You have broken rejoice. Hide Your 
face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities...The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, You 
will not despise.   

 

(A time of silence is observed for reflection.) 
 

P: God is merciful. Even before we were aware of the burden of our sin, God 
planned our salvation. He sent His only-begotten Son into this world of sin 
and made Him to be sin for us.  It was our sin that He bore to Calvary's 
cross. It was the penalty for our sin that He endured.  And it was because 
of His sacrifice that our sins are forgiven. As your called and ordained 
pastor, and at the command and promise of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen. 
P: As God's forgiven children, we pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to 

amend our sinful lives and live for His glory. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the 
hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                   “Look to the Cross”             Jubilation Singers 
 
 
SERMON                                  “Did They Win?”                  Matthew 21:38-39 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                        LSB 449 
 
 

 
 SERVICE OF DARKNESS  

 
 

Tenebrae—Based on the Words Spoken by Our Lord from the Cross 

 
THE PROPHECY                                                                    Psalm 22:16-18 
P: Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they 

have pierced my hands and my feet.  I can count all my bones; people 
stare and gloat over me.  They divide my garments among them and cast 
lots for my clothing. 

 
THE FIRST WORD                                                                  Luke 23:32-38 
P: Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 

Him. And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 
crucified Him, and the criminals, one on His right and one on His left. And 
Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." And 
they cast lots to divide His garments. And the people stood by, watching, 
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but the rulers scoffed at Him, saying, "He saved others; let Him save 
Himself, if He is the Christ of God, His Chosen One!" The soldiers also 
mocked Him, coming up and offering Him sour wine and saying, "If You 
are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!" There was also an inscription 
over Him, "This is the King of the Jews." 

 

Father, we are brought almost to tears as we stand at the foot of the 
cross. 

C: We find it difficult to comprehend how much Your love did for us. 
P: Lord Jesus, we stand in awe of Your forgiving those who nailed You to the 

cross. 
C: Help us to learn to forgive those who hurt us in the same way. 
P: Open our eyes, 
C: that we may see Your love more clearly in the death of Your Son. 
 
HYMN                                 “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”             LSB 447; vs.1-3 
 
THE FIRST CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
THE PROPHECY                                                                       Psalm 22:7-8 
P: All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: "He 

trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let Him deliver him, since He 
delights in him." 

 
THE SECOND WORD                                                              Luke 23:39-43 
P: One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, "Are You not 

the Christ? Save Yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do 
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward 
of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong." And he said, "Jesus, 
remember me when You come into Your kingdom." And He said to him, 
"Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise." 

 

Lord Jesus, open our eyes, 
C: that we, too, may glimpse the goodness of this day, even in the 

midst of uncertainty and sadness. 
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P: Guide and direct us 
C: into Your paradise which awaits us, and reveal Your perfect 

peace to us. 
P: Heavenly Father, grant us 
C: a richer awareness of the hope that You provide in Your Son 

Jesus. 
P: Help us to cling every day to the life You have given to us, 
C: and by Your Holy Spirit, help us to glorify You in all that we do. 
 
HYMN                                “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”              LSB 447; vs.4-6 
 
THE SECOND CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
THE PROPHECY                                                                     Isaiah 7:10-14 
P: Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, "Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will 
not put the LORD to the test." And he said, "Hear then, O house of David! 
Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel." 

 
THE THIRD WORD                                                                 John 19:25-27 
P: Standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His mother's sister, 

Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw His 
mother and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His 
mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" Then He said to the disciple, 
"Behold, your mother!" And from that hour the disciple took her to his 
own home. 

 

Lord God, may we learn from our Lord's example to love others as You 
have loved us; 

C: while seeing the worst we find in others and in ourselves, yet 
rejoicing in the forgiveness and acceptance we have received 
from You and share with others. 

P: Encourage us to strive by the power of the Holy Spirit 
C: toward greater unity in our own families and toward unity in the 

family of believers in Christ Jesus. 
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HYMN                                  “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”            LSB 447; vs.7-9 
 
THE THIRD CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
THE PROPHECY                                                                       Psalm 22:1-8 
P: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are You so far from 

saving me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but 
You do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest. Yet You are holy, 
enthroned on the praises of Israel. In You our fathers trusted; they 
trusted, and You delivered them. To You they cried and were rescued; in 
You they trusted and were not put to shame. But I am a worm and not a 
man, scorned by mankind and despised by the people. All who see me 
mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; "He trusts in 
the LORD; let Him deliver him; let Him rescue him, for He delights in him!" 

 
THE FOURTH WORD                                                         Matthew 27:45-46 
P: Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the 

ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have 
You forsaken Me?" 

 

Lord, we would never forsake You, 
C: but in our daily hustle and bustle, we sometimes forget You. 
P: Lord, we would never condemn You, shouting "crucify!" 
C: although we have allowed evil to be done in Your name. 
P: Lord, we would never deny You, saying, "I do not know the man!" 
C: but we have avoided opportunities to witness to Your love and to 

share the good news of salvation in Your name. 
P: Lord, we would never shut You out of our lives, 
C: yet we confess that our own selfishness hides Your presence and 

love from us.  Forgive us, O Lord. 
 
HYMN                                 “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”          LSB 447; vs.10-12 
 
THE FOURTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
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THE PROPHECY                                                                    Psalm 22:14-15 
P: I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart 

has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. My strength is dried up 
like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; You lay 
me in the dust of death. 

 
THE FIFTH WORD                                                                  John 19:28-29 
P: After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the 

Scripture), "I thirst." A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a 
sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to His mouth.  

 

Lord Jesus, sometimes we forget that the pain and anguish You suffered 
was human pain and anguish. 

C: We often feel sorry for ourselves, without realizing what You 
suffered on our behalf. 

P: Having given Your life on our behalf, 
C: help us to be bold in proclaiming Your name, despite the cost to 

us. 
P: By Your suffering and death on our behalf, 
C: grant us the gift of life, life that is lived for Your glory. 
 
HYMN                                 “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”          LSB 447; vs.13-15 
 
THE FIFTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
THE PROPECY                                                                          Psalm 31:1-5 
P: In You, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; in Your 

righteousness deliver me!  Incline Your ear to me; rescue me speedily!  Be 
a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me!  For You are my 
rock and my fortress; and for Your name's sake You lead me and guide 
me; You take me out of the net they have hidden for me, for You are my 
refuge.  Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have redeemed me, O 
LORD, faithful God. 
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THE SIXTH WORD                                                                 Luke 23:44-46 
P: It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole 

land until the ninth hour, while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, 
said, "Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit!" And having said this He 
breathed His last. 

 

Open our eyes, Lord; 
C: the shadow of Your Son's cross encompasses all our world. 
P: Teach our hearts, O Lord, 
C: that when our last hour comes, we may confidently commit 

ourselves into Your loving arms. 
P: Lead us, Lord, 
C: that we may follow You through the valley of the shadow of 

death into the place prepared for us at Your throne in Paradise. 
 
HYMN                                 “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”          LSB 447; vs.16-18 
 
THE SIXTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
THE PROPHECY                                                                            Isaiah 53:4-5 
P: Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 

Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our 
transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. 

  
THE SEVENTH WORD                                                                 John 19:30 
P: When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished," and He 

bowed His head and gave up His spirit. (A time of silence is observed for 
personal reflection.) 

 

Lord Jesus, in Your death we have life. 
C: We give You thanks that You finished the course set by the 

Father, that leads to our salvation. 
P: By Your holy death, 
C: strengthen us to remain faithful unto death, that we may receive 

the crown of life You have earned for us. 
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P: Lead and guide us, O Lord, beyond the darkness of sin into the light of 
Your grace, 

C: that we need not wander in the darkness forever, but may see 
Your glorious light.  

 
HYMN                               “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”            LSB 447; vs.19-21 
 
THE SEVENTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 
 

ANTHEM                                 “Were You There"          Jubilation Singers 

 
 
THE RESPONSE  (congregation listens while in prayer) 
 
VOICE:  Yes, I was there when they crucified my Lord. I was there with my mind 

filled with thoughts of anger toward others. I was there with all of my selfishness 
and little concern for others. I was there with lack of love for family and friends, 
desiring them only for what they could do for me. I was there in my loneliness, 
for I had failed to let the light of His love shine into my life. I was there with my 
spiritual hunger and thirst, since I had not taken time to seek out His presence. I 
was there with my doubts believing that His teaching had no relevance for living 
today. I was there with my envy and pride, thinking that I was self-sufficient. I 
was there—and I have been there many times—by the way I have been thinking 
and living. 

 
 
 

 THE DARKNESS  
 
 

 
The sanctuary is darkened. The hammering of the spikes is heard. Two women approach the 
cross to see Jesus one last time. As they leave, they remove the paschal candle from the chancel 
signifying the apparent victory of the powers of darkness over the Lord and also His burial in the 
tomb. As the "light" is hidden, the congregation prays the Lord's Prayer in a whisper. 
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LORD'S PRAYER (congregation whispers) 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING OF THE BOOK AND TEARING OF THE VEIL 
 
RETURN OF THE LIGHT 
After the Closing of the Book, the Christ candle is returned. The Light was put out, but was only 
in the grave for three days. We were once in darkness save for that one Light of Hope, the Light 
of the World, who rose from the dead to live and reign, assuring us of forgiveness and life. 

 
DISMISSAL  
P: In our grief we go forth now to meditate, to witness, and to serve. In the 

name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 

BELL TOLL                                                                           with Hope Ringers 
After the Pastors recess, the congregation leaves in silence, remembering the Light which lingers 
and casts hope through the gloom of Good Friday The bell will toll 33 times reminding us of our 
Lord's age at the time He was crucified. 

 
 

(Offerings will be received in the Narthex following the service.) 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

Sunday, April 1, 2018 
7:00AM—Sonrise Festival Worship  

w/Holy Communion 
  

 8:15AM—Easter Breakfast  
  

 9:15AM—Easter Egg-Stravaganza 
  

 10:30AM—Festival Worship  
w/Holy Communion 

  

 4:00PM—Spanish Worship 
w/Holy Communion 

  

 5:00PM—Spanish Egg-Stravaganza 
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