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God’s Will and God’s Promise 

Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF BELLS  
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION  
4:30                                    “Bread of the World”            Gilbert M. Martin 

6:30                                             "Postlude"                                Hope Ringers 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 
OPENING HYMN         “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”               LSB 425 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Abraham has a pretty comfortable life with God. Sure, he had his 

challenges, his skeletons in his closet, but life seems good, his faith walk 
is stable. The Promise of God feels secure and he can see it in action. But 
then, all of a sudden, the rug is pulled out from under him. Everything he 
thought he knew changed. The God of clear promise has become, to 
Abraham, the God who is hard to understand. Together, let us make public 
confession of our sins. 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess that I have sinned 
against you. I have done that which you forbid, and I have failed 
to do that which you command.  In the weariness of a busy life, I 
have yielded to temptation. I have trusted myself more than I 
have trusted you. I have not always followed where you lead. 
Forgive me, I pray. By your Holy Spirit, lead me and guide me so 
that I may truly be used by you in your great redemptive work on 
earth; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

 

P: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears 
be attentive to the voice of my supplications! (Psalm 130:1-2) 

 

(Sung; tune: LSB570) 
C: Just as I am, without one plea, but that thy blood was shed for 

me, And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I 
come, I come. 

 

P: If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is 
forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. (Psalm 130:3-4) 

 

(Sung; tune: LSB570) 
C: Just as I am, and waiting not to rid my soul of one dark blot, To 

thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, I come, 
I come. 

 

P: I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope. (Psalm 130:5) 
 

(Sung; tune: LSB570) 

C: Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a 
doubt, Fightings and fears, within, without, O Lamb of God, I 
come, I come. 
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P: My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, 
more than those who watch for the morning. (Psalm 130:6) 

 

(Sung; tune: LSB570) 

C: Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse,  
relieve; Because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I 
come. 

 

P: O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love; with 
him there is plenteous redemption. (Psalm 130:7) 

 

(Sung; tune: LSB570) 

C: Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, riches, healing of the 
mind, Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, O Lamb of God, I come, I 
come. 

 

(silence for personal confession) 
 

P: As you believe, so may it be unto you. Based upon the merits of Christ 
Jesus, I announce unto you the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

(Sung; tune: LSB570) 

C: Just as I am, thy love unknown has broken ev’ry barrier down. 
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I 
come. 

 
CALL TO LENT 
P: Brothers and sisters in Christ: today we begin a journey traveled by our 

forbearers in the Christian faith and by the Church throughout the world, 
the journey of Lent. Our journey includes repentance on this Ash 
Wednesday, as we confess our sins and turn to our Lord Jesus Christ for 
amendment of our sinful lives. Our journey invites us to participate in 
practices that reflect the self-giving sacrifice of our Lord Jesus: fasting, 
prayer, and generosity. Our journey leads us toward Holy Week and the 
re-telling of the central story of our faith—the death and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Lenten journey is daily dying to sin and being 
raised to live anew as God's forgiven people, chosen to bless the world. I 
invite you to embark on this journey, trusting that our Father will guide 
us, preserve us, and renew us.  
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

6:30 SPECIAL MUSIC        “I Surrender All to You”             Jubilation Singers 
 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
FIRST READING                                                                      Isaiah 25:6-9 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast 
of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he will 
swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 
spread over all nations. He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let 
us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 

L:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God.  
 
EPISTLE READING                                                                 Hebrews 11:8-19 
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive 
as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went 
to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received power to 
conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants 
as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore. These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having 
seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are 
seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone 
out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, 
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
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prepared for them a city. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and 
he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it 
was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that God was 
able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive 
him back.  
 

L:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God.  
 
RESPONSE                                                                                            LSB 157 

 

 

 
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                 Matthew 22:29-33 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor 
the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 
but are like angels in heaven. And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read 
what was said to you by God: ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living.” And when the crowd heard 
it, they were astonished at his teaching.  
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         “Savior, When in Dust to Thee”                    LSB 419 
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SERMON                       “God’s Will and God’s Promise”                      
Rev. Dean Pfeffer, Hope Lutheran Church 

 
NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe 
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has does not 
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use 
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of 
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 
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VOLUNTARY                         “Glory Be To Jesus”                            Robert Lau 
 
THE PRAYERS 
P: God of ancient days, thank you for showing us your plan of salvation through 

Abraham and Isaac, and for giving us examples through them of people who 
trusted in your promises and your will for their lives. Help us to see your plan 
to save us through the sacrifice of your Son and help us to find comfort and 
confidence in your will for us. Son of God, by sinners slain, 

C: let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you. 
P: In this Lenten season, Lord, keep us focused on the cross of Christ and 

remember the magnitude of your love that allowed him to leave the throne of 
heaven to face suffering and death for us, your people of the promise and 
blessing. Son of God, by sinners slain, 

C: let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you. 
P: Heavenly Father, when doubts and fears arise in our hearts as we ponder 

what the future holds, help us to remember that you hold the future in your 
hands, and we are safe in your care in this life and in the life to come. Son of 
God, by sinners slain, 

C: let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you. 
P: Let us come to your altar often this Lent, dear God, ready to confess our sins 

to you and receive your renewal through your forgiveness. Let our worship 
honor and praise you throughout the season, as we humbly acknowledge 
that we are solely dependent on you for all things. Son of God, by sinners 
slain, 

C: let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you. 
P: We know that Isaac’s name means laughter, O Lord. And Sarah did laugh at 

the thought of bearing a child in her old age. Help us enjoy the surprises of 
life you allow to happen to accomplish your grand design for the family of 
God. Fill us with a holy joy that embraces the fact that nothing is impossible 
for you. Son of God, by sinners slain, 

C: let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you. 
P: In every season and phase of life, we experience new challenges to our faith. 

Help us never to abandon you when the going gets tough, and help us to 
gain strength through your Word, May our faith grow deeper as we ponder 
your promises in Scripture, and may we never forget that you are always with 
us and always guiding us, and will provide us with ways out when we are not 
following your will. Son of God, by sinners slain, 

C: let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you. 
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P: Grant to all those who are dealing with sickness and injury of body, mind and 
spirit to look to you for help, as Abraham did, especially Diane Bates, Frank 
Dahlke, Bonnie Genrich, Ernie Reaume, and Mark Stefanos. Give them a 
sense of hope and peace that you will bring blessings to them even now 
through these trying experiences and that your name be glorified and your 
will be done in every circumstance. Son of God, by sinners slain, 

C: let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you. 
P: All these petitions we offer in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, who did 

the will of God and lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                  LSB 196 
P: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
      Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

C:  

 
 

 
 HOLY COMMUNION  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and 
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what 
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink 
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence. 
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P:   The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                                           LSB 198 

 
 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed 
in the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity 
and recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord 
is truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament 
God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of 
responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully 
share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time 
of prayer on the many blessings God has given you.  If you have any questions, please 
see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats 
and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29)  For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is 
also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”                         LSB 611 

 
  “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”                            LSB 743 

 
“Glory Be to Jesus”                                  LSB 433 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS                                                                                  LSB 199 
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BENEDICTION                                                                                LSB 202 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 
 

C:  

 
P: We are now entering the mission field! 

C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’ 
 
CLOSING HYMN           “Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain”                  LSB 435 
 
POSTLUDE                 “All People That On Earth Do Dwell”               Lani Smith                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

By Justin Rossow. © 2018 Creative Communications for the Parish, a division of Bayard, Inc., 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 
800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. Used by permission.



 

 

 

4:30PM (Ash Wed. ONLY): Worship w/Imposition of Ashes & Communion  
5:15—6:15PM:  Fellowship Dinner 
6:30PM:  Worship w/Imposition of Ashes & Communion 

  

THY WILL BE DONE is the theme for our Mid-Week Lenten worship on 
Wednesdays during Lent at our 6:30PM worship services (please note only 
ONE service each week, except for Ash Wednesday). As Jesus prayed, "Not 
as I will, but as you will" becomes our prayer as well this Lent as we seek to 
do our Father's will in our lives. Each of these services focus on a different 
aspect of God's will at work among us. Our fellowship dinners are served 
from 5:15—6:15PM. Again this year, most of the pastors of our Winter 
Haven Circuit are participating in a “round robin,” so each Wednesday we 
welcome another of our circuit pastors to our worship as Pastor Pfeffer 
leads worship in their congregations (excluding Ash Wednesday and Holy 
Week Services).    
  

Ash Wednesday, February 14: God's Will & God's Promises | Pastor Pfeffer 
Dinner Host: Christian Growth Ministry Team 
Menu: Spaghetti w/Sides 
  

February 21: God's Will & My Identity | Rev. Andy Ritchie (St. Paul, Lakeland) 
Dinner Host: Missions & Outreach Ministry Team 
Menu: Chicken & Tortellini Casserole 
  

February 28: God's Will & My Dreams | Rev. Mark Harris (Grace, Winter Haven) 

Dinner Host: Youth & Youth Ministry Team 
Menu: Chili (donated by Wendy’s of Lakeland) 
  

March 7: God's Will & My Inadequacy | Rev. Tod Shouse (Our Savior, Zephyrhills) 
Dinner Host: Health and Human Care Ministry Teams 
Menu: Soups 
  

March 14: God's Will & My Response | Rev. Jonathan Horsman (Redeemer, Bartow) 
Dinner Host: Music Ministry 
Menu: Pulled Pork w/Slaw 
  

March 21: God's Will & My Worldview | Pastor Pfeffer 
Dinner Host: Board of Directors 
Menu: Chicken & Rice Casserole w/Salad & Green Beans 



 

 

April 1—Easter Sunday 
 

7:00AM Sonrise Festival Worship  
w/Holy Communion 

  

8:15AM Easter Breakfast  
  

9:15AM Easter Egg-Stravaganza 
  

10:30AM Festival Worship  
w/Holy Communion 

  

4:00PM Spanish Worship 
w/Holy Communion 

  

5:00PM Spanish Egg-Stravaganza 
 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives!   Job 19:25 
  

     In celebration of the death and resurrection of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ... 
 

March 25—Palm Sunday 

8:00 & 10:30AM Worship 

4:00PM Spanish Worship w/Holy Communion 
  

March 29—Maundy Thursday 

4:00PM Spanish Worship w/Holy Communion 

6:30PM Worship w/Holy Communion  
(concluding with the Stripping of the Altar) 

  

March 30—Good Friday 

6:30PM Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness & Shadows) 

 
 

 

 

  “All glory, laud and honor to You Redeemer King!” 
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