
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

 

ADVENT WEDNESDAYS 
4:30PM—Advent Worship 

5:15PM—Fellowship Dinner 

6:30PM—Advent Worship 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship 

Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We 
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us 

as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran 

Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name 

and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a 

“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we 

realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason 

there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are 

available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag 

following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all 

activities at Hope in the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just 

as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your 

use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the 

pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be 

appreciated! Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT December 10, 2017 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 12/10 8:00 Worship  
 9:15 Family Bible Hour (snacks: Bertsch & McMinn) 
 10:30 Worship  
 11:45 Human Care Ministry Team Meeting  
 11:45 Rehearsal: Christmas Program 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 
 4:00 Elders’ Christmas Party  

Monday 12/11 6:30 Choir 
 7:30 Young Adults @ Starbucks, Plant City 

Tuesday 12/12 12:00 Report Deadline—Board of Directors’ Meeting 
 12:00 Staff Meeting 

Wednesday 12/13 4:30 Advent Worship 
 5:00 Confirmation 
 5:15 Fellowship Dinner (host: Missions & Outreach; menu: Soup & Bread) 
 5:30 Bell Choir 
 6:30 Advent Worship 

Thursday 12/14 6:30 Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Friday 12/15 12:00 Deadline—January newsletter info & calendar dates 
 12:00 Zaycon @ Hope 

Saturday 12/16 4:00 YMCA @ Hope 

Sunday 12/17 8:00 Worship  
 9:15 Family Bible Hour (snacks: Goetsch) 
 10:30 Worship  
 11:45 Rehearsal: Christmas Program 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Wednesday, November 29, 2017 

Advent Worship: 4:30: 21      6:30: 46 
 

Sunday, December 3, 2017: 
Worship: 8:00: 70/70      10:30: 112/107 

FBH: Adults: 56      Youth: 7      Children: 4 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 22/11 

Offerings—General Fund: $9,693.00 

Stewardship Perspective: 
1 Corinthians 1:7 “…so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” The Lord sees to it that we do not lack any gift – He has given us every spiritual blessing in Christ 
as well as every earthly need. He is the Provider. And we can trust Him to always provide for us in every way. 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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December 10, 2017 

 
 

AS WE GATHER  
Christmas is fast approaching. Are you ready? This time of year, our to-do lists grow in 
length: decorations, food, gifts, shopping, parties, and more. As we check each item off 
the list, we convince ourselves that we are more prepared to celebrate Christmas. 
Today, however, we encounter John the Baptizer in the Gospel. John calls us to prepare 
for our Savior’s coming in a different way, a more significant way. John calls us to 
repent. Repentance is more than just something to check off our to-do list. It’s a change 
of heart that the Holy Spirit brings about. Look to the Lord this Advent for the 
repentance and forgiveness He gives as we prepare for His Son’s coming. That’s how to 
be truly ready for Christmas. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION    
8:00                               “Prepare the Royal Highway”                     Lani Smith 

10:30                             “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                  Hope Ringers 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 
OPENING SONG                  “Prepare Ye the Way”              
(Chorus)              Prepare ye the way. Prepare ye the way of the Lord. 
                         Prepare ye the way. Prepare ye the way of the Lord.  (Repeat) 

 

Yeshua You reign on high. You reign on high. 
             Almighty God Your love is like no other. (Repeat) 

 

(Bridge)                               Your love is like no other. (Repeat all from beginning) 
 

“Prepare Ye the Way”, words and music by Michael W. Smith, ©2008 Smittyfly Music | Word Music, LLC (Admin. by Word Music Group, Inc.) | 
(a div. of Word Music Group, Inc.), CCLI License No. 759305 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: “Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and His arm rules for Him; 

behold, His reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him.” 
 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 
praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and 
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let 
us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God our heavenly Father, seeking 
His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead 
us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P: “He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs in His 
arms; He will carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with 
young.”  
 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
 
 
 

 LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE  
 
 
 
 

P: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C: the light no darkness can overcome.  
P: Let Your light scatter the darkness 
C: and illumine Your Church.  
 

(The first and second candles are lit.) 
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RESPONSE                      “We Light the Advent Candle”           (tune: LSB 343) 
We light the Advent candle And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise That He will bring us home. 
Our hope is in our Savior Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 
 

We light the Advent candle And thank the Lord for rest. 
With peace, we know our Jesus Has come to be our guest. 

This peace beyond all knowing Within our hearts is glowing. 
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right! 

 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, 
C: to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 

coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 
P: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
FIRST READING                                                         Isaiah 40:1-11 (p.599) 

(“Comfort, comfort My people.”) 
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to 
her that her warfare  is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from 
the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the 
way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall 
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain. 5And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty  is like the flower of 



 

4 

the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; 
surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our 
God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift 
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say 
to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
EPISTLE                                                               2 Peter 3:8-14 (p.1019)  

(“The day of the Lord will come like a thief.”) 
8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but 
that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up 
and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 11Since 
all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies 
will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14Therefore, beloved, since you are 
waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSE                              “Ancient Words”               ABS (2) 15 

Holy words / long preserved / For our walk / in this world; 
They resound with God’s own heart / O let the ancient words impart. 

Words of life / words of hope / Give us strength / help us cope; 
In this world where’er we roam / Ancient words will guide us home. 

 

(Chorus)  Ancient words / ever true / Changing me and changing you; 
We have come with open hearts / O let the ancient words impart. 

 
 

Continued on next page… 
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Holy words / of our faith / Handed down / to this age; 
Came to us thro’ sacrifice / O heed the faithful words of Christ. 
Ancient words / long preserved / For our walk / in this world; 

They resound with God’s own heart / O let the ancient words impart. 
(Chorus x2) 

 
CCLI Song # 2986399 Words and Music by Lynn Deshazo © 2001 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/ASCAP c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695  

All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 759305 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                               Mark 1:1-8 (p.836)  

(John begins baptizing and preaching.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord! 
 

P: The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet, 

C: “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare 
Your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make His paths straight,’ ” 

P: John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all 
Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and 
wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he 
preached, saying, 

C: “After me comes He who is mightier than I, the strap of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized 
you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord! 
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ!  
 
SONG OF THE DAY             “Come to the Child”                             ABS (2) 75 

Come to the Child of Bethlehem. See Him, the Son of God and Man. 
Think of the life that now has filled our flesh and bone. 

Come to the Child in wonder now. Think of our God— imagine how 
Heaven could fill this simple Child of Bethlehem. 

 
 
 
 

Continued on next page… 

http://www.ccli.com/


 

6 

Come and worship. Come and honor Him.  
Come and bow, Now lay your pride and plans aside. 

Come and praise Him. Lift your heart to Him. 
He is your God! He is your hope, and He is love! 

 

Come to the Child of Bethlehem. See Him, the Son of God and Man. 
Think of the life that now has filled our flesh and bone. 

Come to the Child in wonder now. Think of our God— imagine how 
Heaven could fill this simple Child of Bethlehem. 

 

Worship your Lord, the simple Child of Bethlehem. 
 

Copyright © 2005 by Pilot Point Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Administered by The Copyright Company, 1025 16th Ave. South, Suite 204, Nashville, TN 37212.  
CCLI License # 759305 

 
SERMON                                   "Advent Ears"      Mark 1:1-8 & Isaiah 40:1-11 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 
RESPONSE             “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!                      LBW 37 

 
 

Continued on next page… 



 

7 

5  Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son 

With the everlasting Spirit While eternal ages run! 
 

Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878, alt. | Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480-1534 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day 
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the 
right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has does not 
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use 
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 
 
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 
 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of 
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
VOLUNTARY  

8:00                                “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                 Hope Ringers 
10:30                             “Prepare the Royal Highway”                     Lani Smith 
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PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. Lord, You sent John the Baptist as Your 
messenger to preach the coming of Your Son. Continue to send pastors to 
Your Church who will be heralds of good news, faithfully calling people to 
repentance, proclaiming the Gospel and administering Baptism for the 
remission of sins. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Lord, You are patient and do not wish that anyone should perish. We give 

You thanks that in Your great mercy, You continue to allow the Gospel to 
go forth so that all might reach repentance. Help us to live lives worthy of 
Your call, and keep us ever faithful as we wait for the new heavens and 
the new earth You have promised. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Lord, You are the God of all comfort. Look favorably upon Andy Anderson, 

Cyrus Mercier, Mark Stefanos, Rose Thomas, Millie Wetz and all who 
suffer from mental or physical infirmity. Grant them healing and patience 
in the face of affliction, and never let them forget that You are with them. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Lord, as we in the Church on earth wait for the coming of Your Son, we 

remember all the saints who have gone before us and now rest in Your 
presence. Keep us all safe in Your arms until that day when You will 
gather all Your people to that place where righteousness dwells. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, who 
taught us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
God, reignite the hearts of us all to have a passion for the Gospel. Teach 
our church to share the Gospel with others. Teach us to live as those who 
are true bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ. Remind us of our 
purpose.  Convict us of our purpose. Empower us to live our purpose. In 
Jesus name. Amen.  

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and † give you peace 

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’ 
 
CLOSING HYMN            "Prepare the Royal Highway"                         LSB 343 
 
POSTLUDE                      “Bereden väg för Herran”                         Paul Menz    
 



 

 

 

As we move closer to Christmas, this is truly one 

INVITE someone you know, to join us for our special Christmas 
worship opportunities!  God is going to put lots of people in your path 
these next few weeks with the expectation that you will take that 
opportunity God will give you to Connect People to Jesus!  When you 

s all around us, we see the commercials for 
what the world thinks 
the REAL meaning of Christmas and what Jesus did for you!  Studies 
upon studies have shown that after Christmas Eve...Holy Week and 
Easter are the services that un-churched people are most likely to 
attend. Please use this to your advantage and make the effort to ask 
that friend, neighbor, or family member to come to one of our services 

ring money; 

is very solid and will not fall in on them. So, show these people just how 
much you love them by asking them to come hear the true message 
and meaning of love in Jesus Christ.  Did you also know that people will  
attend a church NOT because of the pastor or the music or its doctrine 
BUT BECAUSE THEY WERE INVITED BY A FRIEND OR FAMILY 
MEMBER!  While it is obviously important to Connect People to  

  So as you see, visit or talk to some of our  
brothers and sisters in Christ that we have  

 
opportunity to INVITE them to join us 
 again! 



 

 

 

Connecting Points 
TODAY: We continue in the season of Advent which is comprised of the four consecutive 

Sundays leading up to Christmas. (This year the fourth Sunday in Advent 

is also Christmas Eve) The theme of the season is to 1) prepare us to 

celebrate the birth of our Lord once again and, 2) remind us that we 

must be ready for that Day when our Lord returns again.  One of the 

symbols of the season is the Advent wreath with its four candles. Advent 

is a season of both hope and anticipation for the Christian.  The color of 

the season is BLUE~ the color of both hope and anticipation.   

 

POINSETTIA ORDERS: We have a total of 70 plants on order at $6.50 per plant. Orders will 

be received through Sunday, December 17th.  Plants still available: 30. 
 

HOLIDAY PRESSURE GETTING TO YOU?: You’d better find out! Simply see one 

of the nurses of our Health Ministry Team following our worship services today 

for your monthly blood pressure check. With revised blood pressure numbers 

from the CDC, be sure to get your checked today!   

 

BE SURE TO INVITE: family and friends to our worship each Sunday at 8:00 

& 10:30AM, with Family Bible Hour at 9:15AM. What a great way for you 

to share with others what God is doing among us as we join together as 

God’s family for worship.  
 

DECEMBER MINISTRY TEAM MEETINGS: Team members, please note your team’s meeting: 

Human Care—TODAY, 12/10 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall 

Elders—TODAY, 12/10 @ 4:00PM, Pfeffer Home 

Board of Directors—Thursday 12/14 @ 6:30PM, Conference Room 

Remember, the Lord’s work here at Hope is counting on you—and so are we! 

 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS BUTTONS: are available in the Narthex for you to wear and 

share as we celebrate this special season only by keeping Christ a part of it! 

Please, to help offset costs, there is a donation jar in the basket with the 

buttons for your donation towards this outreach.    
 

CALLING ALL COOKIE BAKERS: We are having a cookie & punch reception 

following the youth Christmas Program on December 20th. We are in need 

of cookies! If you can help with this event, please see Liz Pfeffer. You are all 

a blessing!  



 

 

 

CHILDREN'S GIFT BAGS: Christmas will be here before we know it. Hope's 

tradition is to hand out gift bags to the children/youth on Christmas Eve. If 

you would like donate items for the bags or make a donation towards them, 

contact Liz Pfeffer at 813-752-1164 or epfeffer@hntb.com.   
 

CHRISTMAS TREE CONTEST: sponsored by our Plant City Chamber of Commerce is 

in progress, and Hope is participating! Stop by the Chamber office or go to 

plantcity.org for contest rules and judging cards. Contest ends Friday. 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED: on Tuesday from 12:00—1:00PM for the regular 

meeting, prayer time, and study of our Hope staff. During this time, 

there will be no one available to answer phones or assist should you 

come by. Therefore, we ask that you please time your calls and visits 

accordingly. The Hope families for whom our staff will pray this week: 

David Niver; Kelly Parrish; Krystal Parrish; Barbara Pease; Shea 

Pennington; Andy Petersen; Dane & Cindy Petersen, and the staff of our FL-GA District 

LCMS. If ANYONE has ANY prayer concerns for our staff, please be sure to contact 

Jessica in the Church Office.  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Don’t forget our final meeting for 2017. We will 

meet on Thursday at 6:30PM in the Conference Room. Please be sure to 

read chapters 11-14 of our book, “Autopsy of a Deceased Church.” 

ALSO, please be sure to send your monthly report to Jessica by TUESDAY 

NOON so that our meeting packet can be distributed in a timely fashion.  
 

ADVENT IS NOW: Worship each Wednesday is as follows: 4:30PM—Traditional 

Advent Worship in Sanctuary; 5:15-6:15PM—Fellowship dinner; 6:30PM—

Advent Worship—an intergenerational, “hands on” style service with an 

Advent craft—in Fellowship Hall. Join us each week for one or both of our 

Advent opportunities under the theme, “Together in Advent.”  
 

DEADLINE APPROACHES: for your January issue of “Hope’s Anchor.” All news, 

information, and calendar dates MUST be submitted to Jessica in the church 

office no later than NOON, December 15th (that’s this FRIDAY) to be included.  

 

INVITES ARE COMING: That’s right, start thinking NOW whom you plan to 

invite to Hope’s Christmas Worship opportunities. Again, we cannot 

emphasize enough that this is the time of year people who are either 

unchurched or de-churched are most open to your invitation to come 

church. Be sure to take those opportunities God will give you to share 

the real meaning of Christmas! Invitations will be distributed following our 

morning worship services next Sunday.  

tel:813-752-1164
mailto:epfeffer@hntb.com
file:///G:/BULLETIN/DEC%2010/plantcity.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4:30PM—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 

5:15-6:15PM—Fellowship Dinner 

6:30PM—Family Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
  

  

DECEMBER 13: SHARE JOY (Zephaniah 3:14-20)   

In this time when we share cookies and other treats with one another,  

we share joy with those around us that they might taste and see that the Lord is 

good to us through the birth of His Son.   

Dinner Host: Missions & Outreach Ministry Team | Menu: Soup & Bread 
 

 

Rehearsals: Dec 3, 10 & 17 @ 11:45am  

(light lunch provided) 
 

Dress Rehearsal: Dec 18 @ 7:00pm 
 

Cast Party: Dec 20 @ 5:00pm (light dinner) 



 

 

 

  FAMILY BIBLE HOUR Sundays @ 9:15am 
 

TOGETHER IN ADVENT: During Advent & Christmas we love to buy and wrap 
presents, send Christmas cards and share cookies.  Those are wonderful things to 
do but, we may become so busy with those things that we forget that Christmas in 
the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  In this study we will see that in the holy Child of 
Bethlehem, God is present among us with His gifts of peace, joy and love, gift that 
can now share with others in His name.  Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 

ADULTS: WATCH THE LAMB, WALK IN VICTORY: The darkness-shattering light 
spoken into existence by God in Genesis explodes into glorious, unfiltered radiance 
in REVELATION. Here, God’s story, revealed in His Word, draws to a stunning 
consummation. REVELATION unveils God’s perfect justice and glorious design for 
those Jesus redeems from every tribe, language, people and nation. God’s children 
find HOPE, PEACE AND REST in the unfailing purposes of God. Join us as we 
continue a verse-by-verse study of REVELATION. Leader: Gloria Warner 
  

YOUNG ADULT SWHAT MAKES YOU HAPPY: Join us for this new series by Andy 
Stanley. "Everyone wants to be happy. But what makes us happy? And why is 
happiness easy to find, but hard to keep?" Leader: Pastor Shea 
 

GRADES 7—12: GUYS: From the time they’re born, boys are given a “code” to live 
by: don’t cry, don’t play with dolls, don’t be a wimp…you get the picture. For a 
teenage guy, it’s tough enough to figure out what it means to just be yourself―let 
alone how to become a man. This eight-week study that will help teenage guys 
discover what it really means to be a “man,” to Become A Young Man of God. 
Leader: Pastor Shea 
  

GRADES 7—12: GIRLS: Teenage girls are so caught up with how they look, who 
they are, and what others think of them. Through media, models, and even friends 
our society gives an ‘ideal image’ for girls—what the world calls a ‘Perfect 10’. But 
God defines girls with a different image. Created in His image you are beautiful. 
Constructed as His temple His Spirit lives in you (1 Cor. 3:16). This book, Godly and 
Girly, emboldens young women with self-esteem, confidence about their body 
image, and secures their identity as God’s beloved daughters. Leader: Liz Pfeffer 
  

GRADES 1-6: CROSS EXPLORATIONS: The fall quarter begins with an overview 
of how God works through prophets and kings looking at Solomon to Queen Esther. 
Leader: Yolanda Heipp 
  

PRE-SCHOOL—KINDERGARTEN: GROWING IN CHRIST: The fall quarter begins 
with an overview of how God works through prophets and kings looking at Solomon 
to Queen Esther. Leaders: Ellen Whitehurst, Tracy MacDonald 

  
 

https://www.cph.org/p-30283-cross-explorations-sunday-school-kit-ot4.aspx?REName=Education&plk=152&Lk=0&rlk=2407


 

 

 

 
Chrismons once again adorn the trees in our chancel thanks to the many hands who lovingly 
decorate our church and make it so warm and inviting. The word Chrismon is a contraction of the 
two words—Christ and Monogram. A Chrismon Tree decorated with symbols from Christian history 
tells a story of the true meaning of Christmas. 
  

Shell—Signified the Baptism of Christ 

Jerusalem Cross—A symbol of the Crusades 

Descending Dove—Represents the Holy Spirit 

Stylized Fish—Early Christians used the fish as an easily made and recognized symbol. 

Sun—A symbol of the Son of Righteousness 

Fleur de Lis—The flower of the virgin Mary 

Butterfly—A symbol of New Life and The Resurrection 

I.H.S.—The first three letters of Jesus in Greek. 

Anchor Cross—An early symbol meaning steadfastness and hope 

Shepherd's Crook—A cross, hung with Alpha and Omega to show that this staff refers to the 

Good Shepherd. 

The Fish—Use of the Fish as a symbol for early Christians developed because the letters of the 

Greek word for fish, Ichthus, formed and acrostic on the phrase Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

Savior. 

Three Entwined Circles—A symbol for the Holy Trinity 

The Crown—A symbol of the Kingship of Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

Chi Rho with Alpha and Omega—The Chi Rho is the oldest monogram of Christ. The Alpha and 

Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, thus the beginning and end are 

symbolic. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The two trees on the floor of the church are the Hope 

Family trees.  These are the trees that hold the many 

beautiful Chrismons described left. These trees also 

have a Christmas ball with the name of a Hope Family 

member.  Each family of Hope is represented by one 

of the clear balls on the trees.  The trees by the altar 

are known as the: Sinners’ tree (lectern side) and the 

Saints’ tree (pulpit side).   
  

The Sinners’ tree is decorated with 33 red balls, to remind of the forbidden fruit of 

which God commanded Adam & Eve not to eat and also is the age of our Lord 

at the time of His death on the cross.  The ribbon through the tree is a reminder to 

us of the serpent—Satan who tempted Adam & Eve to eat of the fruit.    
  

On the Saints’ tree, you will find 33 white decorations representing the purity of 

our Lord.  The three white streamers remind us of the grace we receive from our 

Triune God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit and the lights are symbolic of Christ, who 

is the Light of the world.  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM 
 

Topics for this month: 
 
December 17: "Life Narrows Down" 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
John the Baptist had a passion for the Lamb of God. What's your passion in life? How far 
into the future will it take you? 
(John 1:6-8, 19-28 (John testifies to Christ)) 
 
December 24: "The Greatest Story Ever Told" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
What is your favorite story? This Christmas Eve Day, The Lutheran Hour speaks about 
God's greatest story. (Luke 1: 30-32a) 
 
December 31: "Children of Promise" 
Our identity as God's children encourages us to live in His grace, to embrace the freedom 
Jesus won, and to resist the ways of the world that strive to keep us captive. (Galatians 

YOUTH DATES 
 

 
-  

 
 

-  

 

 Grades 6 through 12—friends are always welcome! 

Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com 
 

mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com


 

 

 



 

 

 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:  LEADERS:   
Diane Bates Dorothy Maltzahn Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer Hope Staff LCMS Synod & District 

Melva Dennison Mark Stefanos Pastor Shea Pennington Hope’s Ministries Our Nation & Armed Forces 
Bonnie Genrich Tom & Rose Thomas    

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Andy Anderson hospitalized; health concerns 
Kayra Connell niece of Alan & Sue Griffin—health concerns; upcoming testing 
  
CURRENT REQUESTS:  
George Banning friend of Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer—recovering; knee replacement 
Frank Dahlke health concerns 
Cyrus Mercier health concerns 
Kori Olsen niece of Ron & Tracy MacDonald—celebrating baby boy 
Ed Proctor friend of Tim & Julie Gates—hospitalized; brain bleed 
Mark Stefanos health concerns 
Tammy sister of Susan Burtz—hospitalized; heart failure 
Libby Voigtmann health concerns 
Millie Wetz recovering from hospitalization; pneumonia  
  
BATTLING CANCER:     

Jennifer Barkley Alice Correia Idele Green Lucille Luedke Al Simmons 
Tom Battling Austin Dobbs Lynnie Green Pat Mailloux Judy Strait 
Herb Bayer Ginnie Donaldson JoAnne Hayashi Victor Miranda Chuck Sullivan 
Laura Blake Donna Lori Heneka Jim Moore Theresa 

CanDee Brandon Casey Doyle Jeanette Herndon Thomas Onderdonk Rose Thomas 
John Brom Jace Driggers Delores Huseth John Rademacher Mr. Wells 
Laura Brom Kori Dunke Maggi Hutto Alan Rauner Tom 

Bob Broshelle Marcus Elam Jason Andrea Reichard Millie Wetz 
Ken Buschbacher Ellen Dale Jarvis Sara Laura Winkel 

Chantal Joy Fritzke Linda Abbey Sedlacek Candy Wolfe 
Carol Chapman Gail Delores Lopresto Sherrie Rick Ward 

Chrissie    Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Lorrie Daniell—R Brad Landis Derek Quackenbush 
Alex Almaguer Stephen Daniell—R Bobby Martin Justin Rappa 

Zachary Bennett Joshua Gross Aaron Morley Ryan Sonnenberg 
Matt Bracken Erika Grosskopf Donnie Pittman Caleb Strand 
Trevor Dahlke Joshua Kinkead—R Stephen Olliff—R Mike Szostkiewicz—R 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (12/10/2017) ARE: 
Bell Ringer  8:00/Jerry Cockwell; 10:30/Mason Reese 
Lector   8:00/Donna Koren; 10:30/Alex Drapp  
Elder on Duty  8:00/Wayne Warner; 10:30/Mike McMinn;  

4:00/Christine Mansell 
Flowers   Howell family 
Offerings   Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner 
Ushers   Team 2 
 8:00/Tom Whitehurst,* Carl Bergner, Harold Hastings, James Tennyson; 
 10:30/Nick Trivunovich,* Alex Drapp, Jim Drapp, Ken Hartmann 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Stuart & Sandy Howell in honor of Dawn’s birthday 
 

SERVING OUR LORD THIS ADVENT WEDNESDAY (12/13/2017) ARE: 
Lector   4:30/John Koren; 6:30/Youth 
Elder on Duty  6:30/Wayne Warner 
 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (12/17/2017) ARE: 
Bell Ringer  8:00/Jerry Cockwell; 10:30/Jackson Venrick 
Acolyte   10:30/Scarlett Gembala 
Lector   8:00/Mary Lou Nash; 10:30/Nora Trivunovich  
Elder on Duty  8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich;  

4:00/Wayne Warner 
Communion Assistant 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich 
Flowers   Voigtmann family 
Offerings   Wendell & Pam Lattz 
Ushers   Team 3 
 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin; 
 10:30/ Stuart Howell,* Judy Adkins, Andy Anderson, Bette Lafferty, Jack Moberg 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF DECEMBER: 
Altar Guild  Yolanda Heipp & Liz Pfeffer 
Nurse/HMT Member Sally Kimbrell 

 
 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


