
In many ways, this proclamation, made by President 
Abraham Lincoln, set the precedent for America’s National 
Day of Thanksgiving. 
 

“The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled 
with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To 
these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are 
prone to forget the source from which they come, others have 
been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they 
cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is 
habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence of 
Almighty God. . . . No human counsel hath devised nor hath 
any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the 
gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing 
with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered 
mercy. It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be 
solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one 
heart and one voice by the whole American people. I do 
therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United 
States, and also those who are at sea and those who are 
sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last 
Thursday of November next, as a day of thanksgiving and 
prayer to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the 
heavens.” 
 

Today, we join in giving thanks and praise to our loving 
heavenly Father. 
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AS WE GATHER 
Gratitude does not depend on what is given or what is received. Gratitude is an attitude 
of the heart. One with a grateful heart stops immediately. Nothing else can go on until 
thanksgiving is expressed. That is what we see in the one leper who is healed. He 
cannot go back to his old life, nor can he begin his new life until he returns to Jesus, the 
source of healing, and offers Him thanks and praise. Our nation has been richly blessed 
by God. Each of us has received mercies new every morning. The key to contentment 
and peace is neither the abundance of gifts nor an absence, but a heart that returns 
thanks to the source of those gifts. Today we pause to do that, as a nation, as a people, 
and as Christians. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE THANKSGIVING BELLS 
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION    

 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 

 
(Please stand and face the Processional Cross) 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come"                         LSB 892 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another. 
C: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to 

you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 
wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 
sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

P: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and 
remission of all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and 
by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
P: May He who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE              
(Chorus)     Bless the Lord, O my soul, O  my soul; Worship His holy name. 

 
 

 
 

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,  
                let me be singing when the evening comes. (Chorus) 

 

 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind. 

For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing;  
               Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. (Chorus) 

 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

And on that day, when my strength is failing,  
the end draws near, and my time has come; 

Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending ten thousand years,  
        and then forever more! (Chorus) 

 
 

Continued on next page… 
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(Final Chorus)    Bless the Lord, O my soul, O  my soul;  Worship His holy name. 
Sing like never before, O my soul;   
Worship Your holy name ,  

 

(Musical Interlude) 
 

 holy name, 
Worship Your holy name, worship Your holy name. 

 
CCLI Song # 6016351, Words and Music by  Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman,  © 2011 Thankyou Music / Said And Done Music / sixsteps Music  

/ SHOUT! Music Publishing / worship together.com songs,  All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 759305 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P:   Let us pray. Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You 

graciously provide for all our needs of body and soul.  
C: Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may acknowledge Your goodness, 

give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all 
our days;  

P: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit,  

C: one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                   Give Thanks  
 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                                       Deuteronomy 8:1-10 (p.152) 

(Give thanks to God for His gift of the land.) 
1

may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the Lord swore to give to your 
fathers. 2And you shall remember the whole way that the Lord your God has led you these 
forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in 
your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. 3And he humbled you and 
let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers 

Jubilation 
Singers 
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know, that he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives 
by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 4Your clothing did not wear out on 
you and your foot did not swell these forty years. 5Know then in your heart that, as a man 
disciplines his son, the Lord your God disciplines you. 6So you shall keep the commandments 
of the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 7For the Lord your God is 
bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing 
out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat bread without 
scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills 
you can dig copper. 10And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the Lord your God for 
the good land he has given you. 
 

L:   This is the Word of the Lord.  
C:    Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                                                                           Philippians 4:6-20 (p.982)  

(I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.) 
6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, 
brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 10I rejoiced in 
the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were 
indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in 
need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be 
brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the 
secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things through him 
who strengthens me. 14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you Philippians 
yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church 
entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16Even in 
Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17Not that I seek the gift, but I 
seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18I have received full payment, and more. I am 
well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a 
sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19And my God will supply every need of yours 
according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20To our God and Father be glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

L:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:    Thanks be to God.  
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RESPONSE                                   I'm Forever Grateful                  ABS (1) 182 
You did not wait for me to draw near to You, 

But You clothed Yourself with frail humanity; 
You did not wait for me to cry out to You, 

But You let me hear Your voice calling me. 
 

(Chorus)    And I'm forever grateful to You, I'm forever grateful for the cross; 
I'm forever grateful to You, That You came to seek and save the lost. 

 
“I'm Forever Grateful”, words and music by Mark Altrogge,  ©1985 Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by Sovereign Grace Ministries), CCLI License No. 759305 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                             Luke 17:11 19 (p.876)  

(Jesus gives healing to ten, but only one returns to give thanks.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord! 
 
11On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12And as he 
entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13and lifted up their 

14When he saw them he said t
15Then one of 

them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16and 
he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus 

18Was no one found to return and 
19

 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                                                        ABS (3) 5 

Give thanks to the Lord our God and King; His love endures forever. 
For He is good, He is above all things; His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. 
 

With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; His love endures forever. 
 His love endures forever. 

Sing praise, sing praise. Sing praise, sing praise. 
 

(Chorus)                 

  Forever God is faithful, Forever God is strong, Forever God is with us, forever. 
Forever God is faithful, Forever God is strong, 

Forever God is with us, Forever, forever. 
 

Continued on next page… 
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From the rising to the setting sun His love endures forever. 
And by the grace of God we will carry on; His love endures forever. 

             Sing praise, sing praise. Sing praise, sing praise. (Chorus)                
 

CCLI Song # 3148428, Chris Tomlin © 2001 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) sixsteps Music 
 (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) All rights reserved. CCLI License # 759305 

 
MESSAGE                                 "REJOICE and Give Thanks"                 Philippians 4:6-20 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH                                          Apostles' Creed, First Article and Meaning 
P: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 
C: Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
P: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me 

my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my 
senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, 
food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and 
all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to 
support this body and life. He defends me against all danger and guards 
and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, 
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For 
all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
 

This is most certainly true. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
Yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has does not belong to 
the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use these blessings 
according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 
 
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 

 

 
GIVING OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of 
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 



7 

VOLUNTARY                                   
Duet: Pat Bender & Christine Mansell 

 
OFFERTORY               

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

that He would continue to provide all that we need to support this body and 
life, and that we receive His gifts with thanksgiving, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the fruits of the earth and the abundant harvest that God provides, that 

we give thanks to the Lord, the Giver of all good things, and not rely on our 
own ability and strength, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For generous hearts that desire to give generously as we have been blessed, 

and for grace to notice our neighbor in need that we may help as we are able, 
let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the government and all in authority, that they may be granted the 

wisdom and ability needed to see to it that our good land may prosper in 
peace and that the Word of God may continually be preached freely and 
openly, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the Gospel of Christ, that we may gladly hear and learn it in 

thankfulness to God for the rich abundance of His mercy, let us pray to the 
Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P: For the peace of God that passes all understanding, trusting that He will 
provide for all our needs, and that we may be content in all circumstances, 
always giving thanks to God, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the sick, including Diane Bates, Frank Dahlke, Rayetta Stare, Mark 

Stefanos, Rose Thomas, and Libby Voigtmann, that they may be granted 

the Lord:  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For all who receive the Sacrament of the Altar this day, that they may 

forgiveness and life, let us pray to the Lord:  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, who taught us to 
pray:  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

prepare to receive what 
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink 
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence. 
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
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AGNUS DEI                                                                                                                    (tune: LSB 892) 
Jesus, Lamb of God, we pray, Show Your mercy here this day. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, do Thou, Shower mercy on us now. 
Gather Thou Thy people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin: 

Come with all Thine angels, come, Raise the glorious harvest home 
 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed 
in the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity 
and recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen 
Lord is truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this 
sacrament God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their 
place of responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then 
joyfully share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for 
a time of prayer on the many blessings God has given you.  If you have any questions, 

eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
-colored grape juice is 

also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

Note: During distribution, one of our pastors will be in the back of the church for a time 
of individual prayer with anyone desiring.  
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

We Praise You, O God                         LSB 785 
 

                                          How Great Thou Art                                               LSB 801 
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN   Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart"          LSB 806                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185. 
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BENEDICTION 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD  

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:   
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN        Now Thank We All Our God                   LSB 895 
 
POSTLUDE                                                           
 
 

ASKING A BLESSING AND RETURNING THANKS 

Catechism as ways to ask for a pre-meal blessing and 
return thanks following the meal. Consider 
incorporating these as part of your Thanksgiving 
celebration. 

 

Asking a Blessing 
The children and members of the household shall go to the table reverently, fold their hands, and say: 
The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them their food at the proper time. You 
open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. (Psalm 145:15 16) 
 

 
Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts which we receive from Your 
bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Returning Thanks 
Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently and with folded hands say: 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures forever. [He] gives food to every 
creature. He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. His 
pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, nor His delight in the legs of a man; the Lord 
delights in those who fear Him, who put their hope in His unfailing love. (Psalm 136:1, 25; 147:9 11) 
 

 

We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your benefits, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 4. Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 



 

 

                       
 

 

 

Our midweek Advent Worship will begin on Wednesday, November 29th with services at 

4:30PM (traditional worship) in our sanctuary, a fellowship meal will be served from 5:15- 

6:15PM in Fellowship Hall and our 6:30PM worship will take place in Fellowship Hall and will 

be an “intergenerational, hands on” style service. Both services will begin with our 

traditional Advent – Christmas hymn sing. Our theme for these services will be Together 

In Advent as we celebrate together as the family of God the coming of God’s Son for 

our salvation.  Each week we will focus on a different activity for our “to do list” that is 

centered on giving and sharing instead of materialism.  
  

NOVEMBER 29: BE PRESENT (Malachi 3:1-7) 

Instead of spending all our time buying presents, we in God’s family set aside space  

to be present for one another, as Christ is coming to be present among us.  

Dinner Host: Youth | Menu: Chili (donated by Wendy’s of Lakeland) 

  

DECEMBER 6: SEND PEACE (Micah 5:2-5a)   

Beyond sending cards to loved ones this Advent season, we do all we can as the  

family of God to send peace to one another because the Prince of Peace is on His way.   

Dinner Host: Christian Growth | Menu: Spaghetti w/sides 

  

DECEMBER 13: SHARE JOY (Zephaniah 3:14-20)   

In this time when we share cookies and other treats with one another, we share joy with  

those around us that they might taste and see that the Lord is good to us through the 

birth of His Son.   

Dinner Host: Missions & Outreach Ministry Team | Menu: Soup & Bread 

 
  

DECEMBER 20: Hope’s Annual Christmas Program: The King and Me 
6:30PM (No 4:30 service or dinner) 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We, the staff of Hope Lutheran Church, give thanks to our creating,  

loving and all-providing God FOR YOU and WITH YOU! 

 

Pastor Pfeffer        Christine    Pastor Shea 

Lyn      Joyce      Jessica    Tracy 



 

 

 
 

 
Serving the Lord this Thanksgiving Eve: 

 

 
 
Officiant. Rev. Dean R. Pfeffer, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Shea R. Pennington, Associate Pastor 
Organis Christine Mansell, Director of Music 
Bell R Jade Burtz 
Crucifer  
Acolyte Bryan Greatens 
Lector  
Elder on Duty Todd Warner 
Flowers Pfeffer family 
Offerings Richard & Mary Decker 
Ushers Team 2 

 

 
 
 

The flowers are placed on the altar today to the Glory of God 
 by Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer in thanksgiving of 

 years of ministry at Hope and 
 

Hope Lutheran Church 
2001 N. Park Road | Plant City, Florida 33563 

813-752-4622    hopeplantcity.com    hopelutheranpc@gmail.com 

 


