
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MEETING 
November 19, 2017 





 



 

VOTERS’ MEETING AGENDA 

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

November 19, 2017 

 
Opening Prayer – Pastor Pfeffer 
 
Roll Call – (visual count) need 10% for quorum 
 
Approval of the Minutes – Liz Pfeffer 

    May 21, 2017 
 
Membership Matters – Pastor Pfeffer 
 
Approval of Ministry Reports 
 Senior Pastor 
 Associate Pastor 
 President 
 Past President 
 Vice President 
 Elders 
 Deaconess 
 Christian Growth and Discipleship 
 Fellowship 
 Health 
 Missions & Outreach 
 Music 
 Stewardship and Human Care 
 Trustees 
 Youth 
 
Financial Report –Dodie Walker & Daniel Pfeffer 
 
Old Business  
 
New Business 
 Blueprint for Mission & Ministry 2018 
 Building Committee Update (Printed) 
 Officers and Ministry Teams 2018 
 District Elections 
  
Adjournment and Closing Prayer – Pastor Shea
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Voters’ Meeting 

May 21, 2017 

 

In the absence of President, Tom Whitehurst, Vice-President Patrick Griffin opened the meeting. A visual 

count (10% needed for a quorum) was done. It was determined that the quorum was met. Pastor Pfeffer 

opened with prayer. The minutes from the regularly scheduled Voter’s meeting of November 2016 were 

presented. Nora Trivunovich made a motion to accept the minutes are presented. Tom Reagin seconded.  All 

in favor, motion carried. 

 

Vice-President Patrick Griffin asked for any questions or comments regarding the Ministry Reports presented 

in the packet. Carl Bergner made a motion for the reports to be accepted as presented. Dodie Walker 

seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Financial Report – Dodie Walker presented the financial report. Vice-President Patrick Griffin asked for any 

questions. Tom Reagin made a motion to accept the financial report as presented. Ken Hartmann seconded.  

All in favor, motion carried. 

 

Old Business: 

o None 

 

New Business: 

o Hope Building Committee – Nora Trivunovich expanded on printed report in the packet. 

 

With no other business, a motion was made by Julie Gates to adjourn the meeting.  Jim Drapp seconded.  All in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Pastor Shea closed prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Liz Pfeffer, Secretary 
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 I.N.I 

REPORT OF THE SENIOR PASTOR 

November 2017 

 
Talk about being blessed! God has blessed us so abundantly this past year that I truly stand before you in awe of 
what God has done and what He continues to do. I’d like to say I am amazed at what God has done but that would 
be under estimating God’s power and providence. Let me remind you of what He tells us in Malachi 3:10 “Bring the 
whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and 
see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 
enough to store it.” We have seen firsthand how God has thrown open the floodgates of heaven and poured (not 
sprinkle or drizzle) out so much blessing upon this congregation. Guess what? When  you do that in your own 
life…in your own giving to the Lord and His church YOU will find the exact same thing happen, God WILL throw 
open the floodgates of heaven in your life!   
 
Today, in our meeting, we will put forward the Ministry Plan for 2018. Huge thanks to our treasurer, Dodie Walker, 
for ALL her hard work, time and energy in preparing our Ministry Plan. Many hours go into its preparation and 
presentation. But the only way these goals will be achieved is by everyone doing their part as a steward of the gifts 
that God has given you. While God is truly blessing our work here at Hope, we as members have work to do—
especially in the area of stewardship. Do you ever stop to think about all the many blessings which our gracious 
God has given you—blessings of time, talents and treasures? Do you realize that God gives you 168 hours each 
week? How many hours do you give back to him? Is it 1 hour a week in worship? If so, that’s certainly NOT enough! 
There are MANY opportunities for you to serve our Lord during those 168 hours each week. Why not ask where 
YOU can serve and use the time God has given you in thanks to Him? I realize that we are a very busy people—
work, families, recreation, etc. but these can NEVER and should NEVER become reasons that we cannot thank God 
for the gift of time he has given us.  Talents—each of us has a talent and each talent is a GIFT from God. That talent 
could be playing the piano, cooking a meal, sewing, trimming trees, singing and so forth. Are you using the talents 
God GIVES you in service to him? Next comes our treasures. EVERY penny we have is a gift from God. How can we 
withhold anything from Him who gives all and knows all? In Malachi 3:7b-8 we read these words: “Will a man rob 
God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, “How do we rob you? “In tithes and offerings.” Dare I ask, on the basis of 
Scripture—are you guilty or robbing God of His tithe and offering? You see, every penny, every gift we knowingly 
withhold from the Lord is robbing Him of what is due. Ask yourself “What shall I render to the Lord for ALL His 
benefits to me?” With ALL that God has given us—including the gift of salvation in His Son, Jesus Christ, how can we 
not give back to the Lord what He has first given us?! The only way the mission and ministry of Hope can go 
forward is through the stewardship of the time, talents and treasures of her members. God has so richly blessed 
Hope in so many ways, that it moves us to return to the Lord, not out of compulsion but out of love and a desire to 
give to Him in thanks and praise. Remember, the stewardship of God’s gifts is the responsibility of EVERY member 
of the body of Christ.  It cannot be shouldered by only a few.  
 
 So often we see the stewardship programs that lead to gigantic building programs of other churches in the area 
but the there is a big difference in stewardship theology between them and us. Quite often their motivation is to 
give to make God happy, to do a good work. But ours is a motivation not of law but of Gospel—our motivation is 
the forgiveness of sins that is ours by Christ’s death and resurrection. Now if that doesn’t motivate you…I don’t 
know what will. It takes money and willing workers to accomplish mission and ministry, don’t let the ministry of 
Christ’s church in this place—a place where His Gospel is proclaimed in truth and His sacraments administered in 
purity as He commanded—suffer because of a lack of willing workers or resources to accomplish them. I dare say, 
that as a congregation, we are not returning to God what is due.  Don’t rob God of what he is due…as we give to 
God, rest in the assurance that His love is there for you and with you and He will never fail to provide for the needs 
of His dearly loved children. Don’t let the Gospel work go into a recession at Hope as it has in so many other 
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congregations. You will see, that as we trust God to provide, and live lives as faithful stewards—both as individuals 
and as a congregation—God will open those storehouses of blessings…Can’t you just imagine the ministry Hope 
could accomplish in our community if everyone gave back to the Lord just 10%...WOW…just you watch and see! 
 
I would like to say that sometimes our apathy gets the best of us. In a congregation like Hope, it is a shame that we 
must beg and plead for people to serve our Lord in ministries such as ushering, or altar guild or greeters or lectors, 
or pulling weeds etc. To serve as an usher requires you to serve ONE Sunday per month during worship. Some of 
our teams are in dire need of willing servants. Our altar guild is a vital resource that requires minimal effort. It’s 
reward is amazing! Just think, what it would be like to come to church for Holy Communion and because no one 
was willing to serve on our altar guild…there was no communion that day! Right now we have 3 teams and we 
could use AT LEAST 2 more teams. Please prayerfully consider using your time and talents to serve our Lord and His 
church in any of these vital worship ministries—and by the way…training is always gladly provided! To volunteer, 
please contact me or Jessica. It is in part due to a lack of willing servants that our Elders decided to no longer 
schedule greeters for each worship service (we could not schedule enough greeters for each service for an entire 
month). Speaking of serving, some of our Ministry Teams…like Fellowship and Trustees are in dire need of willing 
workers. PLEASE, prayerfully consider saying Here am I, send me to serve on any of our Ministry Teams this coming 
year.   
 
I can’t tell you how important it is for us as a congregation to continue being present in our Plant City community. 
We simply cannot afford, as the people of God, to hide behind the walls of this place and not be seen and heard in 
our community. Remember, the church is people…the building is just the place we meet and call “the church.” But 
the church is people and we are called to be the church at home, work, school, golf course, gym etc. It takes all of 
us to be a part of Plant City to have a positive impact in our community. To that, let me thank you for allowing me 
the opportunity to serve in our community as a board member of our United Food Bank, in the Daybreak Rotary 
Club, serve as Chairman of the Board of Directors of our Plant City YMCA, as a Chamber of Commerce Ambassador 
(and team leader) and to serve as Circuit Visitor in our Winter Haven Circuit. I will also share that I have been 
appointed by President Greg Walton to the District Pastors Conference Committee. In accepting this appointment, 
as shared with staff and Elders, I will be giving up something else so that my ministry here at Hope does not suffer. 
Saints of God, the only way we will impact Plant City with the Gospel is if we are in the world, and not of the 
world…in other words DON’T HIDE YOUR LIGHT UNDER A BUSHEL! 
 
Today we will approve the names of those selected to lead our congregation in 2018. I encourage you to take the 
opportunity to thank them for the giving of their time and talents in Hope’s ministry and Hope’s future! I especially 
rejoice that all of our current elders will be returning to minister to all our members as they have done over this 
past year. Special thanks must go to all those serving on ministry teams this past year and to those who will be 
joining those teams in the year ahead. For those of you taking a “leave of absence,” we thank God for your ministry 
to us and among us. But let us remember, that the word “retire” is not in our vocabulary when it comes to serving 
our Lord…in fact Moses began his service at age 40 and really didn’t get moving until 80! Not long ago, I heard a 
quote of Luther’s that said “when we retire we rust.” Let’s not find that in our lives…let’s serve with gladness and if 
rust has set in…I know where you can find some great rust remover! So let’s go folks! With so many churches today 
utilizing the warm body method to fill leadership positions, I am ever so thankful that God provides us with willing 
servants, servants who hear God’s call to serve and say, “here am I, send me, send me!” 
 
In our meeting, you are going to hear an update from our Building Committee. First let me thank Nora Trivunovich 
for leading this committee and members, David Booher, Ken Hartmann, Jim Drapp, Patrick Griffin, Tom Whitehurst, 
Meghan Trivunovich, Nick Trivunovich, Jesilynn Pfeffer, Pastor Shea, and Jack Goetsch (when he is in Florida). This 
group of leaders has been meeting on a regular basis and working hard as we move forward. Today you will hear 
an update on our facilities assessment and a brief presentation from Foundry Commercial to work with us and lead 
us. The folks from Foundry come to us via our LCEF leadership and have successfully worked with many churches in 
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our district in this same process. Since LCEF and Foundry have been with us we have truly seen very positive 
motion and now we need to move to the next step in this process. To not move forward with Foundry would be a 
major step backwards for us at this point and time.   
 
Let me briefly share about our Spanish ministry. Pastor Miguel has announced his retirement for 2018.  However, 
this will not occur until mid-year, and the good news is that the two vicars for Spanish Ministry Vicar Miguel and 
Vicar John, will both be eligible for calls in our Synod in April, 2018. I have been meeting with President Walton and 
the other Pastors involved in this ministry to plan how this ministry will best continue and expand following Pastor 
Miguel’s retirement and put the ministry on solid financial footing for future ministries and outreach. Pastor Miguel 
and Flor have given so much time, effort and energy to this ministry, our participating churches must all work 
together to insure that ministry continues to our Spanish communities. As we continue to move forward, be 
assured, we will keep everyone informed.  
 
I am sure you will notice a negative change in our statistics from our May meeting in terms of additions vs. 
deletions. This past year our congregation has said farewell to a number of saints that have entered the church 
triumphant and while we rejoice for them we truly feel their absence. But, at the same time, we have also bid 
farewell to a number of saints who, for health and family reasons have moved away from our area to be closer to 
family. This is going to happen more and more as we live in the Sunshine State where many people come to retire. 
We must decide as a congregation to truly push forward and connect people to Hope if we want to have a growing 
and expanding ministry. Your pastors cannot do this on their own. We need your help, your assistance. Let’s face it, 
if each member of this congregation would connect one person to Hope how amazing this would be for ministry 
and kingdom growth!   
 
In closing let me commend to you our AWESOME STAFF! God has truly blessed this congregation with a staff that is 
truly the best. I know that I would be lost without the assistance and leadership of those whom God has assembled 
in this place: Pastor Shea, Christine Mansell, Jessica Griffin (my right and left arms), Joyce Van Matre, Lyn Senkarik 
(who assists even while on leave of absence), and our extended staff of Tracy MacDonald, our part-time office 
assistant; Ellen Whitehurst, Choir Director; Donna Koren, Bell Choir Director; Pastor Miguel who leads our Spanish 
worship; and Chuck Sullivan for his efforts at keeping our facilities clean. What a blessing it is to come to Hope 
every day and serve side by side with these willing servants—we are BLESSED! Also, please allow me this 
opportunity to thank God for my family especially for Liz, who has been by my side not just as a wife but as my 
beloved partner in ministry—I would be lost were it not for her love and support. Believe me, there is no way a 
man can accomplish these tasks as Pastor without the love and support of his wife. The opportunities placed 
before each of us are as endless as God’s love and power to accomplish them.   
 
Our mutual ministry here at Hope reaches out and touches many families with the Gospel who otherwise might live 
in darkness. I urge you, in the Gospel, to let this place shine with the light of the Gospel. Let this place be a beacon 
of light in a sin darkened world. Let this be the place of refuge in our sin sick, strife torn world. Let this be the place 
where the residents of Plant City can continue to come to hear the Gospel proclaimed in truth and our Lord’s 
sacraments administered in their purity. Let this church continue to be a mission church with each member a 
missionary about the task of sharing the Gospel. In other words, let’s just do IT as together we, 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always! 
 

 
Rev. Dean Pfeffer, Senior Pastor 
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 I.N.I 

REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

November 2017 

 
Wow, how the time has flown. For over a year now God has richly blessed me to serve and work together with you, 
my family of Hope. The first of so many more years to come. And in this season of Thanksgiving, I can’t help but 
shout to the Lord and to you with all my heart—“Thank You!” I am so thankful God as has called me here to serve 
and join you in the work of His mission and ministry of connecting people to Jesus. I am so thankful to God for the 
impact He makes in my life through you! I can’t say that enough. Your care and compassion comfort me, your love 
gives me heart burn, a “heart burning within” (Luke 24:32). Your prayers strengthen and uplift my spirit and your 
passion to reaching out into the community emboldens me! So “Thank You,” my beloved Hope! 
 
And in this season of Thanksgiving, I encourage you to give thanks to God for those He has placed in leadership 
positions here at Hope both in prayer and in person. Going up to our elders, staff members, ministry team 
members and especially our Senior Pastor and telling them, “I thank God for you. I praise God that He has blessed 
us with you as our [Senior Pastor, elder, staff member, ministry team member].” Because truly He has blessed us—
especially blessed me—with a Senior Pastor who sharpens us “as iron sharpens iron” (Proverbs 27:17). Who loves 
and cares for us, who is faithful to his call both to this congregation and the community, who inspires and shows 
other pastors what it really means and looks like to be an image of the Good Shephard. We are blessed with a 
creative and hardworking secretary, with Jessica whom God uses to bless us with such wonderful bulletins, 
newsletters, invite cards and so much more. We are blessed to have Joyce as our parish nurse constantly 
encouraging and facilitating us to care for our bodies, which are a temple of God. Blessed to have deaconess Lyn 
reaching out to those in sit in the darkness, caused by hurt or grief, and shining on them the light of Jesus. And of 
course, blessed with our music director Christine whose passionate playing orchestras us to shout and sing for joy, 
sometimes with an extra verse, in the God who loves us with an everlasting love. In Jesus who never leaves us nor 
forsakes us. 
 
At Hope we are blessed with faith-filled Elders, who stand with Luther on scripture alone, walking by faith and not 
by sight, emboldening us to do the same.  Blessed with so many ministry teams striving in so many ways to connect 
people to Jesus. With Missions & Outreach feeding people physically and spiritually with the Word; Human care 
making quilts for those in need and to warm them in the love of Christ; Health team who strives to keep our 
bodies, our temples of God, beautiful and healthy; Trustees, who keep our sacred space beautiful and functioning; 
Fellowship who draw us closer together as one united family in Christ; Christian Growth who strives in making 
disciples of all nations and all ages; and finally, our Youth Ministry team who strives in preparing our youth to be 
ready to give an answer to anyone who asks them for the reason for the hope they have in Christ (1 Peter 3:15). 
  
Personally, I am so thankful to working with our Youth Team (Lyn, Tracy, Stacey and Michael). They continue to do 
a wonderful job being present and active in planning and facilitating events, and helping in grow and strengthen 
the faith and discipleship of Hope’s Youth, which is no easy task. And we look forward to 2 new members (Yolanda 
& Jason) joining our ranks in 2018 as we keep helping to nurture Hope’s Youth with a heart for service and train 
them as disciples ready to articulate their hope within to others, especially friends and peers to connect them to 
Jesus! (And if you want to hear more Youth ministry check out the Youth Ministry Team Report. If you want to see 
what been going on with Hope’s Youth check out our youth Facebook page and newsletter, Fish Tale.) 
 
By the time you read this report, Hope’s Youth will have already gone and returned from the FLGA District MSYG 
(“Middle School Youth Gathering”). This year’s theme was, “What’s Next.” I bring this up because it’s so relevant 
for us. So resonate in our lives at work, school, home, city…resonate with our life as a congregation. As we 
currently look at the property condition assessment of our campus the question at the forefront of our mind is 
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“What’s Next?!” As we look forward and try to envision what the future holds for Hope’s campus, the question we 
are earnestly praying is “Lord, what’s next?!” With the growth in Plant City and Hillsborough County, with the 
future developments of thousands of new homes, Mid-Town in Plant City, and a huge sport’s complex south of us 
on Park Rd., what’s next?!  
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ this question is an important one for us and this question often brings about within us 
worry. It is a question that can quickly and easily send us spiraling out of control in anxiety and fear as we look 
forward to what will become of our campus. Because in years to come there may be some changes—and to be so 
bold I say eventually there will be some changes on our campus. But this change isn’t bad; it’s not. And it’s not 
something to fear. For the change we are talking about is growth. Like a potted plant that’s roots grow and grow 
reaching out more and more until it needs a bigger pot to spread its roots.  
 
By the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit Hope’s roots in Christ are growing more and more, which 
means we are reaching out more and more in our community and at the point of needing a pot that cultivates 
more and more the spreading of our roots in Christ out into our community with the unchanging message of the 
Gospel. A campus that greater facilitates our mission and ministry of equipping, empowering and emboldening 
disciples to connect people to Jesus. Facilities that assist us in being Jesus hands and feet going out into the mission 
field, reaching out to our community with the truth that sets us free, with mouths that confess the hope we have in 
Christ. Because whether 1517 or 2017, people still need to hear the message that really saves—by grace through 
faith in Christ alone. Whether this year or in years to come people still need to be feed with the Bread of Life.  
  
So as we address the question “What’s Next?” for Hope it is paramount we address this question together. It is 
important for us to pray together, gather together, discuss together, and plan together according to the Lord’s will. 
Because as we do this He promises to be with us and to guide us. In the midst of our fear we have faith. We trust in 
the God who’s in control no matter what happens in our world, or what changes on our campus! We believe in the 
Lord whose unchanging love and gospel unites us as one family and emboldens us with a spirit of power, love and 
sound mind.  The Good Shephard who guards and guides, who leads us in paths of righteousness for His name 
sake. And truly, goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our lives (Psalm 23) – and this includes through 
the “What’s Next!” 
 
So as we face “What’ Next” let us boldly walk together by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). Boldly praying, 
gathering, discussing, and planning together at this voter’s meeting and more. Especially doing so under God’s 
guidance specifically through Hope’s Building committee.  For whatever comes next one things remains the same—
It’s still all about Jesus, about being connected and connecting people to Him! 

 
In His Name, 

Pastor Shea 
Rev. Shea Pennington, Associate Pastor
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 

May 2017—October 2017 

Additions:  

 Joslin Kinkead* 

 Jules Kinkead* 

 Bette Lafferty 

 Andrew MacDonald* 

*Adjustment to communicant count following Confirmation 

**Additional transfers not included in this report were received following the October Elders Ministry Team Meeting 

  

Deletions: 

 Janice Bent (whereabouts unknown) 

 Brian & Carol Finn (transfer to Our Savior Lutheran Church, St. Petersburg, FL) 

 Chris & Gloria Graham (transfer to Our Saviors Way Lutheran Church, Ashburn, VA) 

  

Church Triumphant: 

David Bent 
Tom Kohr  
Richard Nilles  

Peg Stone 
Richard Van Matre 

Total Additions:       1 

Total Deletions:     10 

TOTAL                    -9 

 

Current Statistics (as of October 31st): 

Baptized: 402                     Communicant: 354                    Associate: 19                    Voters: 308 

 

 
 

GOD’S VISION FOR MINISTRY AT HOPE: 

THE MISSION OF HOPE IS... 

 

 

TO REACH THE PEOPLE  

OF OUR COMMUNITIES 

WITH THE 

LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST 

AND THE INVITATION FOR 

CELEBRATIVE WORSHIP, 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH, 

AND 

SERVICE TO OTHERS IN HIS NAME. 
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President’s Report 
 

(Not Submitted) 
 

 
 

Past President’s Report 
 

(Not Submitted) 
 

 
 

Vice President’s Report 
 
Greetings to my Hope family, 
 
This is supposed to be the Vice President’s Report, but I don’t really have much to “report.” However, I will 
take this opportunity to thank you all for continuing to make Hope the family-friendly, Christ-centered church 
that my family calls home. I pray that God continues to bless Hope for many, many, many more years! 
 

It has been a pleasure to serve as your Vice President this past year, and I look forward to the years to come. 
 

Your bother in Christ, 
Patrick Griffin 

 

 
 

Elders Ministry Team Report 
 
Greetings to you in His name, 
 
Times does fly by quickly, doesn’t it. Can you believe we just finished celebrating the500th anniversary of the 
Reformation? 
 

Martin Luther was not only a reformer, but a man focused on missions. You and I should also be focused on 
that same thing. In fact we are commanded by Jesus in Matthew 28:19 “Therefore go and make disciples of 
ALL nations.” Friends, let me tell you that this is not an option but a command to all that call Jesus “Lord.” 
Each month in our elders ministry team meeting we have a time set aside to study. Over the past few months 
we have been reviewing a book titled “Autopsy of a Deceased Church” by Thom S. Rainer. The author 
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“autopsied” 12 churches and researches why they closed. All the churches had several things in common but it 
seems the most important is that the churches had become inward focused instead of outward focused. 
 

As a church and as your Elders Ministry Team, we must continue to work at being an outwardly focused 
church. That means looking out of the church and looking into missions, both in our community and abroad. 
When you stop and think about it, we are looking at and accomplishing some things right now. Most recently 
we have done Vacation Bible School, Grief Share, Trunk or Treat, Reformation, Feeding the Hungry, and by the 
time you read this, we will have completed The Turkey Supper. We are planning now for The Advent Tea and 
our Christmas services. 
 

In closing your Elders Ministry Team encourages you to use your varied gifts and talents that God has blessed 
you with to fulfill our mission here at Hope “To Connect People to Jesus.” 
 
In Christ alone my Hope is found. 
 

Blessings in His name, 
Todd Warner 

 

 
 

Deaconess Report 
 

(Not Submitted) 
 

 
 

Christian Growth and Discipleship Ministry Team Report 
 
Christian Growth and Discipleship Ministry Team has been very busy with numerous opportunities to 
“Connect People to Jesus” since our last report in May. Some of them include our fabulous Sunday School 
classes (we are never too young or old to study God’s word), a “Mighty” VBS (did YOU experience the 
Fortress?), and a wonderful Trunk or Treat event. We are currently in the process of planning for the Ladies 
Advent Tea and the Children’s Christmas Program! Doesn’t this all sound like fun? We are always looking for 
volunteers to help and want you to remember you do not need to be a member to be involved in any event 
we have. 
 
We also want to say thank you for all the gifts of your time, talent and monetary donations that help us 
“Connect People to Jesus.” We are so blessed with a congregation who understands the importance of 
reaching out to the community to share the good news of God’s Love for all! 

 
In Christ’s Love, 

Nora Trivunovich 
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Fellowship Ministry Team Report 
 
Your Fellowship Ministry Team Activities: 
 

 June 24, 2017—Hosted the monthly Homeless Feeding. We served pizza and salad with dessert and 
fruit. There were 25 people that participated in the feeding. 

 Sept. 23, 2017—Hosted a Movie Night. We served pizza and salad as well as popcorn. The movie was 
“Martin Luther: The Idea That Changed the World.” Attendance was 28. We also showed “Moana” for 
the youth that were in attendance. 

 
Up Coming Events: 
 

 Nov. 19, 2017—Provide main dish for this Voter’s Meeting. 

 Dec. 2, 2017—Advent Tea. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Walkenhorst 

 

 
 

Health Ministry Team Report 
 

(Not Submitted) 
 

 
 

Missions & Outreach Ministry Report 

 
Regarding our Ministry Team's activities from May, 2017 to the present: 
 

Our monthly dinners for the feeding the hungry are on the 4th Saturday of each month held at the Winter 
Visitor Center. 
 

At our May meeting, Pastor Pfeffer arranged for Deputy Josh Boyer from the Hillsborough County Sheriff's 
Office to speak to our team regarding his Homeless Outreach in the Tampa Bay area. An invitation was 
extended to us to attend his event in Tampa. On June 23rd, Mary Jo Flamm, Jerrie Edelman, Diane Bertsch, 
Carol Walkenhorst, and her grandson Cyrus attended this event. It was decided that a check for $200 be sent 
to Deputy Boyer to be used at his discretion to aid in his Tampa Homeless Initiative Project. 
 

Fellowship Ministry Team provided the June Feeding.        
 

Youth Group provided the July Feeding. 
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Elders Ministry Team provided the August Feeding. 
 

Missions & Outreach Ministry Team provided a pizza dinner for the Vacation Bible School. 
 

Our Team once again collected Flood Buckets (a total number of 67 to date were filled by our congregation!). 
 

In December, our Team will be providing approximately 70 Christmas boxes for children Infants to 12 years old 
and be given to the Plant City Food Bank families. The team will be assembling them, and then they will be 
taken to be wrapped by those in attendance at the Advent Service on December 13th. Missions & Outreach 
Ministry Team will also be preparing the dinner for this Service.  
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Willa McMinn 

 

 
 

Music Ministry Report 
 
How did we get here? Since Hope is blessed with so many talented people, I have decided that you might like 
to know a little about the "person" and their "musical background". This will the beginning of "getting to 
know" our family of Hope and how God brings us together as workers in the kingdom: 
 

Barbara Ahlers, Hope's Praise Team Leader: 
As a guitarist, I am mostly self-taught, having learned at 18 my first 4 chords and a few songs from a 
friend sitting cross-legged on the ground under an oak tree.  
 

Then I was a young adult here at Hope. Time and memory have passed since then so dates are 
approximate.  
 

Over the years I have played with several churches including Apostles Lutheran in Brandon ('82-'87), 
Lord of Life Lutheran in Plant City ('89-'94), ('96-'09) Sunday worship, Calvary Lutheran in Apollo 
Beach'94-96), Atonement Lutheran in Wesley Chapel, worked with their praise team and filled in a 
temporary vacancy Christ Our Redeemer in Temple Terrace, (Saturday nights-contemporary worship), 
Hope Lutheran since 2009 , back where in 1973(?) Christine and I were still able to sit cross-legged on 
the floor with the youth and play and sing our “joyful songs unto the Lord.” 
 

Coming back to Hope has been like coming home.  And what a blessing that is! 
 
Pat Bender, Associate musician/organ & keyboard: 

I started piano lessons at the age of 5. My Dad played piano and violin, and I was trying to imitate him 
on the piano. My piano lessons ended seven years later when I began taking voice lessons. I sang a solo 
for 8th grade graduation. When I went to Lutheran High West, I was picked for Junior choir and later 
Senior choir, directed by then Mr. Franzen. Senior choir went on tour every year both in Michigan and 
even Niagara Falls singing in different Lutheran churches.  
 

After high school I entered Capital University in Columbus, Ohio as a Music Education Major. 
 

I eventually changed course and became a Christian elementary teacher, but did take some organ 
lessons along the way. I taught first at Trinity Lutheran School in Utica, MI where I also accompanied 
our yearly musical on piano and substituted as organist at a nearby church. When I left Trinity to move 
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to Kalamazoo (where I met my husband),  I joined the choir at our Lutheran church.  Later I was 
volunteer organist at our Lutheran Church in Otsego, MI for five years.  
 

I later taught at the new "Hope Lutheran School" here in the 70's and early 80's. I directed our school's 
children's choir which sang  at the Strawberry Festival and State Fair each year. I also directed our 
school musical each year and   directed the adult choir at church.  
 

I left Hope in 1984 to teach Exceptional Education in the public school system and later became 
organist, pianist, and choir director at Lord of Life Lutheran Church.  
 

Now I am happily playing duets with Christine, accompanying our choir, substituting for Christine, and 
playing some keyboard music. I truly believe that music brings us closer to our Lord!   

 
Donna Koren, Hope’s Ringers Handbell Director: 

Growing and Serving—As I move into my third year as Director, I see the growth our ringers have 
shown. 
 

Growing in numbers—We are up to a fully staffed choir of 11 ringers, beginning with our original 
members Nora Trivunovich, Lynn Reagin, and Becky Hartmann. We count among the experienced, 
Ellen Whitehurst, Yulia Hartmann, Lana Hartmann, Joslin Kinkead, and Winter Friend Janet Reitzel. Our 
group was blessed to add new members this year including Keaira Griffin, Thomas Goethe, Tracy 
McDonald, and Andrew McDonald. Our choir is truly multi-generational! We learn a lot from each 
other. 
 

Growing in Skill—We continue to grow weekly as musicians. We are progressing into more difficult 
music, and our repertoire has grown to include pieces that range from simple to complex 
arrangements. We play about once per month during the school year. Oh Come, Oh Come, Emmanuel 
on Dec 10 will be one of the toughest pieces we’ve played yet! 
 

Serving—We praise our Lord and serve our congregation with music fitting to the church year. Last 
December, we performed for the Advent Tea. Most recently, we played at the Circuit Reformation 
Service. We love to play, and hope that you like to hear us!  

 
Pray for our music and the people that give so much of their life to glorifying God. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Mansell, Director of Music 

 

 
 

Stewardship & Human Care Ministry Team Report 
 
Stewardship & Human Care Ministry Team has had many opportunities to Connect People to Jesus. 
 

 Baby bottles Drive: We collected the baby bottles on Father’s Day, June 18th. This benefitted the 
Pregnancy Care Center of Plant City. 

 School Supplies: School sipplies were collected in July. These were distributed to our teachers at Hope 
to benefit the children in their classrooms. The teachers were very appreciative. 
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 Blanket Drive: Blankets were collected in Octeober. The blankets will be shared with Missions & 
Outreach Ministry Team for the Feeding the Hungry and The United Food Bank of Plant City 

 
Thank you for your generous and continued support. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra Howell 

 

 
 

Trustees Ministry Team Report 
 

(Not Submitted) 
 

 
 

Youth Ministry Team Report 
 
If you would like to stay up-to-date with our Youth Activities, go to facebook for monthly updates. There are 
some great pictures of all the activities that our youth have enjoyed. 
 

During the summer the youth board continued to meet, and the youth were very busy, the youth enjoyed 
several activities during the summer such as Nerf Tag at Grace, Winter Haven and a hike at Medard Park. The 
biggest event was a mini-youth gathering at St. Paul, Lakeland in July. The Summer Fun Under the Son Youth 
Gathering was a great success. Our very own Pastor Shea was a part of the planning committee for the 
Summer Fun Under the Son.  
  

Our first Beach Day was rained out, so our youth went to the Family Fun Center in Lakeland. Stacey Greatens 
surprised the youth with a special tour of the Polk County Sheriff’s Office that same day.    The second beach 
day,  (AKA The Back To School Bash)  was a great success as they enjoyed the great beaches of Siesta Key. 
Fundraising is in full swing as the Butterbraid Fundraiser was a great success.  Thank you to all who purchased 
Butterbraids.  The Gift Card Tree Raffle Tickets are currently being sold by our youth.   
 

In October, our youth delivered goody bags to our shut-ins during Sunday School.  Kayaking on the 
Hillsborough River was an adventure has they encountered wildlife and spiders on low hanging branches.  The 
month ended with fun and games during Reformation 500 Sunday.   
 

Beginning the holiday season, our middle school youth attended the Middle School Youth Gathering.  
Remember to visit the Youth Facebook page for picture updates.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Reagin 



 

 
Financial Report—Hope Lutheran Church  



  



 



 

 
 

Building Committee Report 
 
The Building Committee has been very busy in trying to determine the next steps in the vision for our church 
campus. In order to do so, we have been gathering relevant information to help us proceed on a path that is in 
line with God’s wishes for our congregation. This includes the following: 
 

1. After receiving various proposals we engaged Property Condition Assessment, Inc. to provide us with a 
comprehensive look at our facilities. Based on their review, they determined that we will need 
approximately $275,000-$300,000 in life safety and deferred maintenance expenditures over the next 
2-4 years to properly maintain our campus. Some of these projects include roofs for all buildings 
$104,000, A/C units $23,500 and plumbing improvements of $26,000. Based on the condition of 
certain sanctuary walls this estimate also includes $76,000 to repair and replace these walls. Please 
note that these improvements are based on an initial review of our facilities. Once these projects 
commence other issues may surface that will have to be addressed.  Based on this information we will 
need to increase our maintenance budget to cover the above and any additional unexpected issues 
that may arise said projects begin. 
 

2. We have also been in contact with Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) in order to avail ourselves of 
their vast experience in the planning, construction, and financing of new church facilities. LCEF 
recommended that we engage Foundry Commercial, a firm that has a tremendous amount of 
experience in planning for the most efficient use of church campus resources. LCEF has been working 
closely with Foundry as they are a firm that understands and embraces the church’s mission of 
“Connecting People to Jesus”.  
 

3. Once we looked at all our options, our next step was to engage in discussions with Foundry (at no 
charge) to determine if they could meet our needs. They recommended a Campus Preliminary Program 
Study. This study will focus on Hope Lutheran Church’s current campus layout, long range Vision(s) and 
Missions. Identifiable master plan strategies maximizing property and facility efficiencies would be 
included as well as a focus on site and campus flexibility, facility space utilization and strategy 
alignment. Potential master plan, zoning requirements, facility function, building placement and 
infrastructure including supporting scope of work descriptions, sequence of development, overall 
development budget and timeline for review and approval will be confirmed. 

 
Based on the above information regarding our property assessment, the Building Committee does not believe 
that our current facility (in its present condition) helps to continue to grow our congregation or further Hope’s 
vision and ministry to its fullest potential. In addition, we recommend proceeding with Foundry Commercial 
because of their focus and expertise in evaluating church campus needs. Therefore, with your approval, we 
would like to work with Foundry in conjunction with LCEF to see where God is guiding our congregation. 
 

God’s Blessings, 
Nora Trivunovich 



Hope Lutheran Church 
2001 N. Park Road    Plant City, FL 33563    813-752-4622    hopelutheranpc@gmail.com 

 

2018 Officers & Ministry Teams 

PRESIDENT – Patrick Griffin 
VICE PRESIDENT – David Booher 

PAST PRESIDENT – Tom Whitehurst 
 

SECRETARY – Liz Pfeffer 
TREASURER – Dodie Walker 

ASSISTANT TREASURER – Daniel Pfeffer 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY – Alison Reaume 

ELDERS 
Andy Anderson 
Lonnie Bertsch 

Jim Drapp 
Brian Heipp 

Mike McMinn 
Ryan Reese 

Nick Trivunovich 
Todd Warner 

Wayne Warner 
 

CHRISTIAN GROWTH & DISCIPLESHIP 
Alex Drapp  

Kathy Drapp 
Sheila Goethe 

Tena Matthews 
Jesilynn Pfeffer 
Theresa Smith 

Meghan Trivunovich 
Nora Trivunovich 

FELLOWSHIP 
Mary Decker 

Theresa Justice 
Kristin Mercier  

Carol Walkenhorst 

HEALTH 
Sally Kimbrell 
Beverly Mane  
Janet Reitzel 

Joyce Van Matre 
 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 
Diane Bertsch 
Jerrie Edelman 
Mary Jo Flamm 
George Hayes 
Willa McMinn 

Dennis Walkenhorst  
Cathie Warner  

 

STEWARDSHIP & HUMAN CARE 
Brenda Bergner 

Carl Bergner 
Sandy Howell 

Pam Lattz 
Mary Lou Nash 

Carol Nilles 

TRUSTEES 
Richard Decker 
Harold Hastings 
Stuart Howell 
Wendell Lattz 

Jim Szostkiewicz 

YOUTH 
Michael Greatens 
Stacey Greatens 
Yolanda Heipp  

Tracy MacDonald 
Jason Pfeffer  
Lynn Reagin 

 

 


