
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship 

Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We 
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us 

as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran 

Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name 

and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a 

“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we 

realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason 

there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are 

available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag 

following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all 

activities at Hope in the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just 

as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your 

use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the 

pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be 

appreciated! Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST October 1, 2017 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 10/1 8:00 Worship w/Communion 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour (snacks: Ellison & Lattz) 
 10:30 Worship w/Communion 
 11:45 Christian Growth Ministry Team Meeting 
 11:45 Youth Ministry Team Meeting 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Monday 10/2 6:30 Choir 
 7:30 Young Adults @ Starbucks, Plant City 

Tuesday 10/3 10:30 GriefShare 
 5:30 Fellowship Ministry Team Meeting 
 6:30 GriefShare 
 6:30 Missions & Outreach Ministry Team Meeting 

Wednesday 10/4 5:00 Confirmation  
 5:30 Bell choir 
 6:30 Living Hope Worship 
 6:30 Hope Studies 

Thursday 10/5 10:30 Bible Study 
 6:30 Elders Ministry Team Meeting 

Sunday 10/8  Youth Scrip Orders Due 
 8:00 Worship 
 9:00 Blood Pressure Screening 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour (snacks: L. Pfeffer) 
 10:30 Worship  
 11:30 Blood Pressure Screening 
 11:45 Human Care Ministry Team Meeting 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Wednesday, September 20, 2017 

Worship: 6:30: 35/34 
Hope Studies: 6 

Sunday, September 24, 2017: 
Worship: 9:15: 128 

FBH: Adults: 43      Youth: 6      Children: 5 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 18/11 

Offerings—General Fund: $8,352.15 

Stewardship Perspective: 
Matthew 21:26 – “But if we say, 'From man,' we are afraid of the crowd. . .” Foolish Pharisees! They fear 
men more than they fear God, and so they miss out on the great blessing of knowing Jesus and His love. 
All our sins are like this: we fear something more than we fear God. And how foolish that is! Just think of 
the blessings we miss out on whenever we place our fear or trust in something other than God. 

 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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October 1, 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER  
Sometimes it feels as though this time in which we live is the very first time that people 
directly challenge God. Yet this feeling is inaccurate. We are reminded by Ezekiel that 
God’s people were going around saying, “God is not just” already at the time of the 
prophets. Distrust of God has been around even longer, since Adam and Eve questioned 
the goodness of God. In the Gospel, chief priests and elders question the authority of 
Jesus. Nothing new. But Jesus doesn’t react angrily. Instead, He lets His actions speak 
louder than words. With very few words, Jesus would go on trial, be wrongly convicted, 
suffer beatings, be mercilessly crucified, and be raised from the grave. In Christ, we 
need not fear scoffers. We don’t need to respond by being snarky. We don’t need to try 
to silence anyone. We simply trust the authority of Jesus’ death and resurrection and 
follow His way of loving our enemies and praying for those who persecute us. Rather 
than return evil for evil, we turn to the crucified and risen Jesus and live. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION “Gather Us In”                            Marty Haugen 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God. 
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OPENING HYMN      “Here in This Place (Gather Us In)”                    WOV 718 
Here in this place, new light is streaming,  

now is the darkness vanished away.  
See, in this space, our fears and our dreamings,  

brought here to you in the light of this day.  
Gather us in - the lost and forsaken,  
gather us in - the blind and the lame.  
Call to us now, and we shall awaken,  

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young - our lives are a mystery,  
we are the old - who yearn for your face.  

We have been sung throughout all of history,  
called to be light to the whole human race.  

Gather us in - the rich and the haughty, 
gather us in - the proud and the strong.  
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly,  
give us the courage to enter the song.  

 

Here we will take the wine and the water,  
here we will take the bread of new birth.  

Here you shall call your sons and your daughters,  
call us anew to be salt for the earth.  

Give us to drink the wine of compassion,  
give us to eat the bread that is you.  

Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
lives that are holy and hearts that are true.  

 

Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
not in some heaven, light years away,  

here in this place, the new light is shining;  
now is the Kingdom, now is the day.  
Gather us in - and hold us forever,  

gather us in - and make us your own.  
Gather us in - all peoples together,  

fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 

Text: Mary Haugen, b. 1950 | Music: Mary Hougen. B. 1950 | © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
C: but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. 
P: And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
C: Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the 

name that is above every name, 
P: so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

C: Therefore, let us do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than ourselves. 

P: Let each of us look not only to our own interests, but also to the interests 
of others. Mighty Lord of all, You are slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. We come to You to confess our sins and to receive Your 
forgiveness through Christ Jesus. (A time of silence is observed.) O Lord, 

C: we confess to You that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves. 

P: We have questioned the goodness, justice, and authority of God. 
C: We have at times acted out of rivalry or conceit. 
P: We have looked only to our own interests instead of the interests of 

others. 
C: We have grumbled and questioned. 
P: We have not been of the same mind. 
C: Our love for You and for one another has faltered. Lead us to true 

repentance, Lord. Forgive our sins, both what we have done and 
left undone. Have mercy on us. Seek us, for You alone can find us 
and restore us. 

P: Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they have 
been from of old. Remember not the sins of our youth or my 
transgressions; according to Your steadfast love remember us, for the 
sake of Your goodness, O Lord. As a called and ordained servant of Christ 
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and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE       “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name”      LSB 549; vs. 1,3,5 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. Gracious God, You demonstrate Your authority most clearly in 

Your mercy toward sinners. 
C: Guide us by Your Spirit both to recognize and to submit to Your 

authority, 
P: so that, following our Lord Jesus Christ, our lives are marked with humility 

and looking to the needs of others above our own; 
C: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
FIRST READING                                               Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 (p.705) 

(The Lord desires all people to turn to Him and live.) 
1The word of the Lord came to me: 2“What do you  mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's 
teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be 
used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the 
soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord 
is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that 
are not just? 26When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does 
injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when 
a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is 
just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all 
the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the 
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways 
not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of 
Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all 
your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.” 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
EPISTLE                                                   Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 (p.980)  

(Every knee should bow and tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.) 
1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 14Do all things 
without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom 
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you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of 
Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be 
poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSE                    “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name”      LSB 549; vs. 6-7 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song  And crown Him Lord of all. 

 
Public domain 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                 Matthew 21:23-32 (p.826) 

(The chief priests and elders question the authority of Jesus.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-first chapter. 
C:      (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
23And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 
and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one 
question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from 
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27So they answered 
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority 
I do these things. 28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but 
afterward he changed his mind and went. 30And he went to the other son and said the 
same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32For John came to you in 
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
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prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your 
minds and believe him. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     “Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment”              LSB 511 
 
SERMON                              "Called to Confess"                  Matthew 21:23-32 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 
NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of 
His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe 
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Lord, help me to grasp that all the blessings I think I have are really 
yours. Help me to grasp that all the blessings our church has does not 
belong to the church, but to You. Give us healthy giving hearts to use 
these blessings according to Your purpose. In Your name I pray. Amen. 
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CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of 
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
VOLUNTARY                           “New Malden”                          David McCarthy       
 
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: Let us come before the Lord with confidence, presenting our prayers and 

supplications to Him in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, on behalf of 
His Church and all people according to their needs.  Blessed Lord, all souls 
belong to You, and Your ways are more than just. In mercy, You have 
rescued Your people from their sins and restored them to life through the 
death and resurrection of Your only Son. Deliver us from pride and 
presumption, and teach us to rejoice in Your mercy and to delight in Your 
love. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Mighty Father, all the might of man is nothing before You, and yet You 

have appointed earthly realms and rulers for the punishment of those who 
do wrong and to honor those who do right. Give us faithful leaders who 
will serve honorably and well. Bless especially those who serve in the 
armed forces to defend us and protect our liberty. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Creator of all things, instill within us hearts of wonder before all Your 

majestic work. Give us the useful arts of science and industry, that we 
may use Your resources for the good of Your people and take responsible 
care of all You have made. Prevent us from the misuse both of Your gifts 
and our reason, lest we bring harm upon ourselves and others. Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Merciful Lord, You are the strength of the weak, the hope of those who 

despair and the Great Physician of body and soul. Give to the sick healing 
according to Your will, grace to support them in their afflictions, patience 
and endurance when relief does not come, and peace at the last. Hear us 
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especially for Diane Bates, Frank Dahlke, Kayla Eaton, Cindy Kemp, Rose 
Thomas, and Richard Van Matre and those we name before You in our 
hearts.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious Lord, Your Son has set His table among us. Give us Your Holy 

Spirit, that we may approach the blessed feast of His body and blood with 
a repentant heart, a confident faith and a willingness to reflect in our lives 
the precious gifts we receive in this blest communion. Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: All things are Yours, holy Father, and we are Yours. Hear us in the name 

of and for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, who taught us to 
pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
+ HOLY COMMUNION + 

 
PREFACE                                                                               
P: The Lord be with you.           
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.              
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is truly good, right…praising you and singing: 
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SANCTUS                                                                                        LSB 961 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185. 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
We listen again to the very words spoken by Jesus Christ in the upper room, “take and 
eat, this is my body… take and drink, this is my blood”. We prepare to receive what 
Jesus has promised to share with us, His very presence. As we eat this bread and drink 
this wine, Christ nourishes us, forgives us and strengthens us with His presence. 

 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                                           LSB 963 

 

 

Continued on next page… 
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© 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010185. 

 
(The congregation may be seated.) 

 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 
If you desire to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion, please remember that the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion is available to those who: 1Are baptized AND instructed 
in the Christian faith; 2Examine themselves in a manner appropriate to adult maturity 
and recognize their own need for forgiveness; 3Believe that the Crucified and Risen Lord 
is truly present in, with and under the bread and wine; 4Believe that in this sacrament 
God gives us forgiveness of sins and strengthening of faith; 5Accept their place of 
responsibility in the whole church on earth. If this is your sincere belief, then joyfully 
share this sacrament with us. If this is not your belief, please remain seated for a time 
of prayer on the many blessings God has given you.  If you have any questions, please 
see a pastor or an elder. Please remember the words of St. Paul, “For anyone who eats 
and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on 
himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29)  For those with dietary restrictions, a light-colored grape juice is 
also served in the center of the tray, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
 
Note: During distribution, one of our pastors will be in the back of the church for a time 
of individual prayer with anyone desiring.  

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”                          LSB 617 
 

“Just as I Am, without One Plea"                    LSB 570 
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THANKSGIVING                     “Thank the Lord”                                 LSB 181 

 

 

 

 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look upon you with favor and † give you peace 

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’ 
 
CLOSING SONG           “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                      LSB 525

Important Reminder 
Our ENTIRE Hope campus has been designated a “no 
smoking” facility. Your help in keeping this policy will go a 
long way! Thanks for your help and the stewardship of 
the body God has entrusted to you!   



 

 

Connecting Points 
TODAY: we continue in the Sundays after Pentecost or “the long green 

season.” The Sundays after Pentecost will take us to the end of the 

church year in November.  During this season, you will note how the 

Gospels take us from the life of our Lord to putting His teachings into 

practice in our daily lives as we live as Jesus disciples.  The color of the 

season is GREEN~ the color of growth as we are reminded to be 

constantly growing in the grace and love of our Lord.   

 

BE SURE TO INVITE: family and friends to our worship each Sunday at 

8:00 & 10:30AM, with Family Bible Hour at 9:15AM. What a great way for 

you to share with others what God is doing among us as we join 

together as God’s family for worship.  
 

IT’S IN THERE:  Yes folks, your October issue of Hope’s Anchor has been published and 

distributed! If you receive your copy via email…check your inbox, print, 

and then forward it on to a few friends and family members. For those 

who receive a “hard copy” in the church mailboxes, your copy is 

waiting there for you to take home, read, mark, learn and inwardly 

digest, and then SHARE that great information with others so others know what great 

things God is doing among His people at Hope!  
 

BLANKET DRIVE: Our Human Care Ministry Team is collecting new and gently 

used blankets to be shared with those in need beginning today, October 1st 

through October 22nd. There is a donation container in the Narthex. Thank you 

for your assistance.  

 

OUT OF OFFICE: Pastor Pfeffer will return to Plant City later today from the 

President’s Equip Conference. He and Liz decided to take an extra day with 

some friends while they were up that way.   
 

ELDERS:  Don’t forget our meeting on Thursday evening at 6:30 in the 

Conference Room. Please be sure to read chapters 8 & 9 of “Autopsy of 

Deceased Church” in advance of our time together. Be sure to contact 

Jessica if you need a printed copy of our meeting materials.   
 

FAREWELL & GOD’S BLESSINGS: to Hope member Lois Reichard who will be 

relocating this week to the Orlando area to be closer to her family. We will 

truly miss you, Lois, and we pray God’s blessings on your move and look 

forward to the day we will see you again!   



 

 

THANK YOU:  to our quilters’ group for the new Reformation banner that adorns 

our sanctuary. It serves as a reminder to us as we mark the REFORMATION 500, 

that the Reformation then as today is ALL ABOUT JESUS! 
 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD: Raymond Robert III, newborn son of Raymond 

Adkins and Tessa. Raymond came into the world on Monday, September 

25th at 7lbs, 12oz and 20¼". Proud grandmother is Tracie Adkins and 

Great Grandmother is Judy Adkins! We pray God's blessings on Raymond 

and look forward to welcoming him into God's family through the 

washing waters of Holy Baptism.   
 

CALLED TO SERVE: Our congregation’s Nominating Committee met last 

week and has sent many “Call to Serve” documents to Hope members 

to serve our Lord and His people in numerous ways as officers or part of 

our congregations many Ministry Teams here at Hope in 2018. If you 

received a Call to Serve, please prayerfully consider what God is asking you through the 

Nominating Committee to give of your time and talents to serve. We are asking that ALL 

responses be returned by next Sunday, October 8th. Thank you to the committee and to 

you for considering this Call to Serve.  
 

GIFT CARD TREE FUNDRAISER IS BACK!: Our youth are now collecting gift cards for our Gift 

Card Tree Fundraiser. We are collecting gift cards to restaurants, grocery 

stores, even retail stores. If you're looking to provide Hope's Youth with gift 

card(s), here is the best way—Script Orders! Through Script Orders, you may 

purchase a gift card to just about any place, and a percentage of what 

you put on the card is donated directly to our youth. Next opportunity for 

Script Orders is next Sunday, October 8. 
 

ATTENTION MINISTRY TEAM LEADERS: Be sure to get your Board of Directors’ report to 

Jessica by noon, Tuesday, October 10th so that meeting materials can be 

sent to everyone in a timely fashion.  ALSO, be sure to read chapters 6 & 7 

of “Autopsy of Deceased Church” in advance of our meeting.  

 

 TURKEY SUPPER:  In order to help defray costs associated with our Annual 

Turkey Supper (November 12th), we are seeking 3 Thrivent members to apply 

for Thrivent Action Grants to offset the cost of the turkeys. If you can help by 

applying for one of these grants, please contact Pastor Pfeffer or Jessica. 

Thanks in advance for your help!  
 

Special thanks to our youth and their leaders from for the 
beautiful gift box and very special visit that brightened my 
day!                            —Bonnie Genrich 



 

 

THANK YOU!: to everyone who reached out following the recent hurricanes to assist 

those in need by filling 65 flood buckets (many of which are already in use 

in the Fort Myers area) and for the outpouring of generosity to our United 

Food Bank of Plant City to help restock shelves that have gone barren as 

the food bank assisted our community following Irma. Once again the 

members of Hope have shown the love of Christ in action!   
 

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY: is seeking to develop an alumni network, the 

LutherNole Network, that is specifically focused on helping new FSU 

graduates become acclimated to the new cities they find themselves in 

after graduation, including connecting them to Hope. If you are an FSU 

alumni and would like to get involved, contact:  

jan@universitylutheranchurch.org.  
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SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL WORK DAY 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 21 

8:00AM TO NOON 
Many willing workers are needed to help 
with the following tasks to spruce up our 
campus in preparation for Reformation 
Sunday on October 29: 

 

o Repair church pews  
o Clean pew cushions  
o Repair base boards & trim 
o Touchup painting  
o Clean and polish woodwork 
o Dust light fixtures & check 

bulbs  

o Replace/repair damaged ceiling 
tiles 

o Clean spots on carpet  
o Wash windows 
o Weed and mulch  
o Power wash sidewalks 
o General cleaning and touch up 

 

Both outside and inside work. All supplies and tools will be provided. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

 
 

 
A REMINDER FROM OUR ELDERS 

Regarding Sunday morning announcements before worship:  
1There is a limit to 5 announcements to be made on a Sunday morning;  
2Your announcement should be no more than 60 seconds in length;  
3You MUST be seated on the FRONT pew if you are to make an 

announcement (you can then return to your family);  
4You MUST use the handheld microphone so that 

EVERYONE in the church hears what you have to share 

and; 5All announcements MUST be made at BOTH 

morning worships—what’s good for one service to hear, 

is good for the other.  

…And remember, all requests to make a Sunday 

announcement MUST be made to the Church Office by 

NOON on Wednesday. Thanks in advance for your 

assistance! 



 

 

 
 



 

 

                   23rd Annual  

Turkey Supper 
       Sunday, November 12th 

11:30am—5:00pm 

Adults $10.00 / Children $5.00 

Proceeds to benefit our community 

Dine-in or Take-out! 

          Menu includes:  

turkey, dressing,  

real mashed potatoes, corn, 

green beans, slaw, cranberry 

sauce, dessert and beverage. 



 

 

 
                                    Let’s celebrate the... 
 
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 

at 

Hope Lutheran Church 

Sunday October 29, 2017 
 

Morning Worship 

8:00 & 10:30am 
 

Winter Haven Circuit Reformation Festival 

4:00pm (3:30pm—Pre-Service Music) 
  

Preacher: Rev. Dr. David Schmitt,  
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Professor of Practical Theology 

  

Good Lutheran Fellowship to follow worship! 



 

 
 



 

 

TUESDAYS @ 10:30AM & 6:30PM 



 

 

 

  

WEDNESDAYS, 6:30pm 
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 
Our Wednesday evening worship continues this fall as we celebrate 

the goodness and mercy of our God in an alternative worship format 

and style. Holy Communion is celebrated each Wednesday. Join us 

for a relaxed, celebrative worship alternative! 
           

 HOPE STUDIES 
GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY: The Book of Esther tells the tale of the 

young, beautiful Jewish girl, who by God's gracious providence 

became queen of Persia. With Mordecai, Esther saves her people 

from a plot to exterminate the Jews in Persia. Join us on 

Wednesday evenings for interesting and lively discussion of God's 

word. Leader: John Koren 
  

ADULTS: GODCONNECTS: a Lutheran Hour Ministries video/discussion series explaining the 
Christian faith in a way that makes it easy to invite a friend, family member, or church visitor. 
Plain language and helpful illustrations present God’s work of salvation in a concise manner; 
ideal for those with questions about sin, judgment, redemption, Jesus, the believer’s life, and 
more. This class is also great for anyone interested in becoming a member of Hope who has not 
been part of a Lutheran Church. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 

ADULTS: WATCH THE LAMB, WALK IN VICTORY: The darkness-shattering light spoken into 
existence by God in Genesis explodes into glorious, unfiltered radiance in REVELATION. Here, 
God’s story, revealed in His Word, draws to a stunning consummation. REVELATION unveils 
God’s perfect justice and glorious design for those Jesus redeems from every tribe, language, 
people and nation. God’s children find HOPE, PEACE AND REST in the unfailing purposes of 
God. Join us as we continue a verse-by-verse study of REVELATION. Leader: Gloria Warner 
 

YOUNG ADULTSWHAT MAKES YOU HAPPY: Join us for this new series by Andy Stanley. 
"Everyone wants to be happy. But what makes us happy? And why is happiness easy to find, but 
hard to keep?" Leader: Pastor Shea 
 

GRADES 7—12: LIVE.BOLDLY: Join us as we look and learn from Christians throughout the 
ages—from Abraham to Paul to Martin Luther—how to live boldly in Christ so that we may 
“continue to speak the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31) in our everyday lives through 
actions and attitude in order to connect people to Jesus. Leader: Pastor Shea 
 

GRADES 1-6: CROSS EXPLORATIONS: The fall quarter begins with an overview of how God 
works through prophets and kings looking at Solomon to Queen Esther. Leader: Yolanda Heipp 
 

PRE-SCHOOL—KINDERGARTEN: GROWING IN CHRIST: The fall quarter begins with an 
overview of how God works through prophets and kings looking at Solomon to Queen Esther. 
Leaders: Ellen Whitehurst, Tracy MacDonald 

https://www.cph.org/p-30283-cross-explorations-sunday-school-kit-ot4.aspx?REName=Education&plk=152&Lk=0&rlk=2407


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM 
 

Topics for this month:   
 

October 8: "No Selfies Needed" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
God isn't afraid of messy people. He loves the broken, embraces the outcast, and 
seeks the lost. (Philippians 4:4-14) 
 

October 15: "Luther the Man: Called by God to Boast in Him " 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Although Martin Luther is widely regarded as one of the most influential people of 
the last 500 years, he knew he was no big deal, compared to Christ.  
(1 Corinthians 1:26-31) 
 
October 22: "The Enduring Reformation Moment and Message of Grace" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 

YOUTH DATES 

Grades 6 through 12—friends are always welcome! 

Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com 
 

mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com


 

 

 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:  LEADERS:   
Melva Dennison Tom & Rose Thomas Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer Hope Staff LCMS Synod & District 
Bonnie Genrich Richard Van Matre Pastor Shea Pennington Hope’s Ministries Our Nation & Armed Forces 

Dorothy Maltzahn     

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Adkins family birth of Raymond & Tessa’s son, Raymond Robert III 
Diane Bates Recovering from heart surgery; preparing for aneurysm surgery 
Frank Dahlke heart concerns 
Kayla Eaton aneurysm 
Lyla Tennyson granddaughter of James & Lauretta Tennyson—recovering; pneumonia & Rhinovirus; testing 
Richard Van Matre hospice 
  
CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Cassidy Baldwin recovering; knee surgery (9/19) 
Ben young son of friend of Jessica Griffin—diagnosed w/Salla disease 
Sheila Edelman daughter-in-law of Ernie & Jerrie Edelman—spinal surgery 
Rodrick Miller nephew of Ernie & Jerrie Edelman—quadruple bypass  
Kathy Roberge  & family friend of Jessica Griffin—mourning sudden death of son Mitchell; motorcycle accident 
  
BATTLING CANCER:     

Jennifer Barkley Austin Dobbs Lynnie Green David Miller Al Simmons 
Tom Battling Ginnie Donaldson JoAnne Hayashi Victor Miranda Judy Strait 
Laura Blake Donna Lori Heneka Jim Moore Chuck Sullivan 

CanDee Brandon Casey Doyle Jeanette Herndon Joy Neely Theresa 
John Brom Jace Driggers Delores Huseth Thomas Onderdonk Rose Thomas 
Laura Brom Kori Dunke Maggi Hutto Sharyl Pallard Mr. Wells 

Bob Broshelle Marcus Elam Dale Jarvis John Rademacher Tom 
Ken Buschbacher Ellen Delores Lopresto Alan Rauner Millie Wetz 

Chantal Charlene Foster Lucille Luedke Andrea Reichard Laura Winkel 
Carol Chapman Joy Fritzke Pat Mailloux Sara Candy Wolfe 

Chrissie Gail  Abbey Sedlacek Rick Ward 
Alice Correia Idele Green  Sherrie Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Trevor Dahlke Joshua Kinkead—R Stephen Olliff—R 
Alex Almaguer Lorrie Daniell—R Brad Landis Derek Quackenbush 

Zachary Bennett Stephen Daniell—R Bobby Martin Justin Rappa 
Matt Bracken Joshua Gross Aaron Morley Ryan Sonnenberg 

Matthew Clissold Erika Grosskopf Donnie Pittman Caleb Strand 
Rachael Clissold   Mike Szostkiewicz—R 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS SUNDAY (10/1/2017) ARE: 
Bell Ringer  10:30/Kaylee Greatens 
Acolyte  10:30/Scarlett Gembala 
Lector  8:00/John Koren; 10:30/Alex Drapp  
Elder on Duty  8:00/Wayne Warner; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich;  
  4:00/Wayne Warner 
Communion Assistant 8:00/Wayne Warner; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich 
Flowers  Howell family 
Offerings  Dale & Jonie Wenzel 
Ushers  Team 1 

8:00/Wayne Warner,* David Booher, David Niver, Jeff Reaume; 
10:30/ Todd Warner,* Mack Goethe, Wendell Lattz, Jim Szostkiewicz 

 
Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  

Stuart & Sandy Howell in honor of Tim’s birthday 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS WEDNESDAY (10/4/2017) ARE: 
Lector  6:30/Carl Bergner 
Elder on Duty/Communion Assistant 6:30/Lonnie Bertsch 

 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (10/8/2017) ARE: 
Bell Ringer  10:30/Tristin Mercier 
Lector  8:00/Tena Matthews; 10:30/Nora Trivunovich  
Elder on Duty  8:00/Todd Warner; 10:30/Mike McMinn;  
  4:00/Todd Warner 
Flowers  E. Reaume family 
Offerings  Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner 
Ushers  Team 2 
 8:00/Tom Whitehurst,* Carl Bergner, Harold Hastings, James Tennyson; 
 10:30/Nick Trivunovich,* Alex Drapp, Jim Drapp, Ken Hartmann  
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF OCTOBER: 
Altar Guild  Tracy MacDonald 
Nurse/HMT Member Sally Kimbrell 
 

 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


