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sent in their equation is JESUS. Yup, just like 500 
years ago, the Reformation is STILL ABOUT JE-
SUS! It was about Jesus then. It is about Jesus 
today. I guess the more things change, they remain 
the same!  
 

So here we sit with the AWESOME Gospel procla-
mation that sadly we tend to keep to ourselves in-
stead of living boldly and sharing with others. I am 
fully convinced that if we did live boldly to share 
this message with others, we would be increasing 
the numbers of God’s kingdom by leaps and 
bounds. We have that Gospel message that “it is 
by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can 
boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). You see, there is no way you 
can earn or buy your salvation. It is God’s free gift 
to you! That’s what Luther said then and we say 
today—500 years later the message remains un-
changed...It’s ALL about Jesus! Let’s be clear 
about what Scripture teaches. Salvation is a GIFT 
of God. It is grace...all grace...sweet, amazing 
grace. None of us deserves it. None of us can 
prove ourselves worthy of it. 
 

God has grace for your life...grace to for-
give...grace to remove guilt...grace for a clear con-
science...grace to get off the performance tread-
mill...grace to relieve your hurt. Grace...it’s an 
amazing thing! 
 

Maybe your life has been spent trying to prove 
yourself to God. Maybe you’ve avoided God be-
cause all you thought He did was wag His finger in 
your face. Take another look. See God as He really 
is.  He is GRACIOUS. 
 

In His Amazing Grace! 

Pastor Pfeffer 
Ephesians 2:8-10 

YOU/WE have a unique opportunity to be part of 

something (pardon the expression)...HUGE! Yes, 

I do mean HUGE as we celebrate the 500
th

 Anni-
versary of the Reformation in worship on October 
29

th
 both in our morning worship services and 

again that afternoon with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ from our Winter Haven Circuit.    
 

What a day this will be! But you see, we must be 
careful because the day is NOT about us...IT’S 
ABOUT JESUS! Just like October 31, 1517 when 
Martin Luther first nailed those 95 thesis 
(statements) to the doors in Wittenberg, it was 
about Jesus then and is STILL all about Jesus. 
Just think, it all started with a lowly monk who, as 
he studied God’s inerrant Word, saw that word be-
ing changed and transformed and no longer taught 
correctly. Luther saw Jesus work on the cross be-
ing minimized if not totally disregarded more and 
more with the emphasis for salvation being placed 
more and more on what you can do to earn your 
salvation. Salvation at the time of Luther was be-
coming more and more based on works and less 
and less on Jesus. Luther stood up and tried to 
remind the church of his day that salvation then 
was all about Jesus. The same holds true 500 
years later that salvations is ALL ABOUT JESUS— 
what HE did for us on the cross and through the 
empty tomb of Easter. Luther wanted the church to 
see that we are not saved by our works but salva-
tion is found in Christ ALONE! 
 

So here we are 500 years later and guess what… 
Our 21

st
 century society is as much in need of a 

Reformation as was the 16
th
 century. People today 

(yes, even churches today) continue to believe, 
teach and confess that salvation is found in you 
being a good person, in you doing good deeds, in 
you being a good member of society and in you 
giving of your resources to help others. Totally ab-



God’s will. Those who 
are governed are to obey 
their leaders as to the 
Lord Himself, for their 
leaders bear the sword 
of God’s temporal justice 
for a purpose.  
 
As members of God’s 
own family, the Church, 
He calls those who 
preach and teach to do 
so in faithfulness to His 
holy Word. To preach 
and teach the Law of 
God to convict the hearts 
of hearers of their sin 
and to encourage, ad-
monish, and exhort them 

to do good works in accordance with God’s will. 
They are to preach and teach the Gospel, the full 
forgiveness of their sins accomplished by Christ 
and received through faith, not by works. They 
are to administer the means of grace in accord-
ance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They 
do all this for the young and old alike, for those 
who are near and far off. Those who hear and 
learn are to submit themselves to their preachers 
and teachers. They are to support them by their 
prayers and their gifts.  
 
Each of these callings from God places a duty on 
us. They make a claim on our presence, our pray-
ers, and on our time, talents, and treasures. So, 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all 
your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for your family, for 
your government, and your church. Give of your-
self by means of your time, your talents, and your 
treasures to your family, your government, and 
your Church. That is what it means to be faithful 
in the tasks that God has given us. That is what it 
means to do it with all your might.  

Financial Report 
at a Glance 

 
AUGUST 

2017 
 

 

WORSHIP & SERVICE 

ATTENDANCE 

Total Monthly: 755 

Average per Week: 189 

(2016: 215) 

 

 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 

Net Monthly Income:  

$36,707 

 

Monthly Budgeted:  

*$33,490 

 

Year-to-Date Income:  

$259,452 

 

Budgeted through Month:  

*$271,360 

 

Monthly Income 
Less Expenses:  

$996 

 

Year-to-Date:  

$5,471 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes amount in our Blueprint 

for Ministry and Mission 2017 

“Whatever your hand 
finds to do, do it with all 
your might” (Eccl. 9:10). 
 
God bids us to be faith-
ful in the tasks He calls 
us to do. He calls us to 
be members of a family 
(husbands and wives; 
fathers and mothers; 
sons and daughters). 
He calls us to be mem-
bers of society (those 
who govern and those 
who are governed). And 
He calls us to be mem-
bers of His family, the 
Church (those who 
preach and teach and 
those who hear and learn). Each of these call-
ings from God places a duty on us.  
 
As members of a family, husbands are given the 
duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His life 
for His bride, the Church; while wives are given 
the duty to respect their husbands and submit 
themselves to them as the Church does to 
Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their 
children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, 
teaching them the Ten Commandments, the 
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures 
concerning Baptism, Confession, the Office of 
the Keys, and the Lord’s Supper. Children are to 
honor their parents throughout their lives, and 
even when their parents are no longer alive, 
serving and obeying them, loving and cherishing 
them, and speaking well of them.  
 
As members of society, God calls those who 
govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish 
those who do evil—those who live contrary to 
God’s will—and to reward those who do good—
those whose lives are lived in conformity with 

Growing in the Grace of Giving 

1st 

2nd 

4th 

4th 

5th 

8th 

8th 

9th 

10th 

13th 

15th 

16th 

19th 

19th 

Amy Siegel 

Jerrie Edelman 

Virginia Moore 

Tammy Garcia 

Ron Gugel 

Pam Lattz 

Kathy Martens 

Ernie Reaume 

Lana Hartmann 

Alexis Christiansen 

Connie Harsh 

Yolanda Heipp 

Laura Rademacher 

Ernie Edelman 
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22nd 

22nd 

22nd 

24th 

25th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy George 

Bud Hendershot 

Michael Greatens 

April Walkenhorst 

Dennis Walkenhorst 

Lyn Aigner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25th 

25th 

25th 

25th 

27th 

29th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caleb Christiansen 

Mary Decker 

Thomas Goethe 

Joslin Kinkead 

Lauren Matthews 

Cassidy Baldwin 

10th 

11th 

11th 

11th 

13th 

14th 

19th 

20th 

Brad & Kassi Dennis 

Dan & Lyn Senkarik 

Brian & Yolanda Heipp 

Patrick & Jessica Griffin 

Ron & Jeanne Gugel 

Lonnie & Diane Bertsch 

Lee & Sally Kimbrell 

Jacob & Joey Ford 
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26 

23 

19 

55 

39 
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From our Ministry Teams... 

Share the Warmth  
 

 
Your Human Care Ministry Team 

will be collecting blankets  

(new and GENTLY used)  

October 1-22. 

These blankets will be given to those 

in need  

all around our community. 

of God’s Love! 

CALLING ALL HANDS… CALLING ALL HANDS... 

  … HOPE NEEDS YOU! 

Date:  Saturday, October 21
st

 

Time:   8:00 –Noon 

Place:  Inside and outside of Hope’s Campus 

Help is needed in many ways to spruce up God’s House, that He 

has entrusted to us to care for! There is MUCH to be done...like 

weeding, cleaning windows, “Murphy-ing” the pews, clean the 

cushions, clean Fellowship Hall & storage room...as we get ready 

for the Reformation Celebration & Turkey Supper...and MANY, 

MANY other tasks that need YOUR loving and caring touch! It 

is no exaggeration to say that we 

will be welcoming over 1,000  visi-

tors to our campus over these 

weekends and we need to look 

and be our best! Remember, God 

has entrusted the care and upkeep 

of HIS House to us…let’s make it shine in a world dirtied by sin!  

October 28 
at the  

Plant City YMCA 
We encourage you to join 

us at again this year at the 

Plant City YMCA  

(1507 YMCA Place),  

and to decorate your  

vehicle using a theme and 

have a game for the  

children to play before  

getting their treat. 

Sponsored by our Christian 

Growth Ministry Team  

and accompanied by all of 

Hope’s Ministry Teams. 

Food, games, & treats! 

Don’t miss this wonderful  

opportunity for you to  

“Connect People to Jesus!” 



23rd Annual  

  Turkey Supper 

Sunday, November 12th  

11:30am—5:00pm 

 

                 Adults $10.00 

                 Children $5.00 
                          proceeds to benefit our community  

Dine-in or Take-out! 

Menu includes: turkey, 

dressing, corn, 

real mashed potatoes, 

 green beans, slaw,  

cranberry sauce,  

dessert and beverage. 

 

 Hope Lutheran Church 

2001 North Park Road  

Plant City, FL  
 

813-752-4622 

HopeLutheranPC@gmail.com 
 

 www.hopeplantcity.com 
 

 

We are excited to welcome back to Hope, Dan Reichard our FL-GA District,  Director of 
Finance & Administration and Vice President of Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
(LCEF).   Dan will share the LCEF story with us and how investments, loans and minis-
try support can help move our ministry forward. 
LCEF is a financial organization that empowers ministry. The concept of “church exten-
sion” began back in 1902 when members of several congregations raised $400 to start 
a new congregation in a neighboring community.  From that inauspicious start. LCEF 
now empowers ministry through a total asset portfolio of $1.8 Billion funded by over 
50,000 individuals, congregations, organizations and schools (ALL part of our Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod!).   
The LCEF business model is rather simple:   
Your Investments = Congregational + Church Worker Loans + Ministry Support 
Dan (who has been a tremendous asset/advisor to Hope’s Building Committee), will 
explain these components and how YOU can use your financial resources to help move 
ministry forward. Many congregations in our District have what is known as an LCEF 
Advocate to help answer questions about LCEF. Hope’s advocate is Liz Pfeffer. Dan will 
share the LCEF story briefly at both morning services on November 5 AND during Fami-
ly Bible Hour as well as provide the “goodies” for us during Family Bible Hour.   

As a young monk and professor at the University 

of Wittenberg studying the Psalms and the Book 

of Romans for a series of lectures, Martin Luther 

became convinced that the remedy for the prob-

lem of sin could be found in God’s Word. On Oc-

tober 31, 1517 when he nailed his 95 thesis 
to the doors of the Wittenberg  

Cathedral, he shattered the belief 

that salvation could be earned or 

purchased for the price of indul-

gences (buying shares of God’s for-

giveness offered for sale by the Ro-

man Catholic Church). In his the-

ses, Luther stated that “we should 
not rely on the treasury of indul-
gences, but upon the real treasury 
of God’s wonderful grace, the holy 
Gospel.” Salvation was, and is, 

God’s free grace through faith as 

revealed by the Holy Spirit in Scrip-

ture. That is what we believe, teach 

and confess, and that is what we 
celebrate at Reformation—God’s 

amazing, wonderful, redeeming 

grace! 
 

This year we will celebrate the 500th 

Anniversary of the Reformation on Sun-

day, October 29th. On that day we will 

gather for joyous worship celebrations 

at 8:00 & 10:30 of our heritage as Lutheran 

Christians under the redemptive grace of Jesus 

Christ. Our services will focus on the Refor-
mation, using a blend of both familiar, tradition-

al hymns (many of which were written by Lu-

ther), contemporary songs and special anthems 

by our choir and special music by our instru-

mentalists. Make plans now to join us for this 

celebration of our rich heritage as Lutheran 

Christians! That’s Sunday, October 29th!  
 

Then beginning at 3:30 that same day with pre-

service music by musicians from our Winter Ha-

ven Circuit churches (including many from 
Hope), we will begin our annual Reformation 

Festival right here at Hope!  We are so very 

blessed to have as our guest speaker, Rev. Dr. 

David Schmitt, Professor of Practical Theology, 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis  
 

Dr. Schmitt will be joining the pastors of our 

Winter Haven Circuit in an exciting worship that 

celebrates our heritage as Lutheran Christians 

as we stand on God’s inerrant Word and look to 
the future as we CONNECT PEOPLE TO JESUS!  

Don’t let the day pass without joining us in wor-

ship. Let’s face it, a celebration like this only 

happens 500 years! 

mailto:HopeLutheranPC@gmail.com
http://www.hopeplantcity.com


                                 Let’s celebrate the... 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 at 

Hope Lutheran Church 

Sunday October 29, 2017 
 

Morning Worship 

8:00 & 10:30am 
 

Winter Haven Circuit Reformation Festival 

4:00pm (3:30pm—Pre-Service Music) 
  

Preacher: Rev. Dr. David Schmitt,  
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Professor of Practical Theology 

 

 Good Lutheran Fellowship to follow worship! 

                GOBBLER ALERT! 
 

                  23rd Annual Turkey Supper 
Sunday, November 12th        11:30am—5:00pm 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Hope, 
 

Our 23rd Annual Turkey Supper outreach will soon be upon us. 
Please add the following dates to your calendar as we begin our 
countdown toward another God-blessed event of Connecting People 
to Jesus! 
 

Sunday, October 8—Tickets and Sign-Up sheets will be  
available in the Narthex. 

Tuesday, November 7 @ 6:00PM—Coleslaw making 
Please come and help make our Slaw! 

Friday, November 10 @ 3:00PM-6:00PM—Pick-up turkeys  
for roasting 

Saturday, November 11 @ 8:00AM—Potato & Onion peeling  
and dinner set-up 
 

Thank you—each and every one of you—in advance for your pray-
ers and support in our mission of connecting the people of our com-
munity with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

 

Hope’s Turkey Committee 
 



Come and See...Worship with Us! 

can be heard EVERY Sunday  
at 7:30AM on 540AM 

 
 

Topics for this month: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 1: "Power to Overcome Worry and Anxiety" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Thanksgiving and anxiety are two opposing forces. Have you ever 
thanked God for your problems, pains, and suffering?  
(Philippians 4:4-13) 
 

October 8: "No Selfies Needed" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
God isn't afraid of messy people. He loves the broken, embraces the 
outcast, and seeks the lost. (Philippians 4:4-14) 
 

October 15: "Luther the Man: Called by God to Boast in Him" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Although Martin Luther is widely regarded as one of the most influen-
tial people of the last 500 years, he knew he was no big deal, com-
pared to Christ. (1 Corinthians 1:26-31) 
 

October 22: "Enduring Reformation Moment & Message of Grace" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
The Reformation was quite a moment for Martin Luther, but also for 
people who suddenly heard of a merciful God Who really cared for 
them. (2 Corinthians 4:13-18) 
 

October 29: "A Reformation Invitation - the Just Live by Faith" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
500 years ago, Martin Luther rediscovered a  
truth that turned the world upside down:  
the just shall live by faith. Can this message  
transform you today? (Romans 1:16-17) 

WEDNESDAYS @ 6:30PM 
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 

Our Wednesday evening worship continues this fall as we cele-

brate the goodness and mercy of our God in an alternative 

worship format and style. Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Wednesday. Join us for a relaxed, celebrative worship alterna-

tive! 
           HOPE STUDIES (begins 9/6) 

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY: The Book of Esther tells the tale of 

the young, beautiful Jewish girl, who by God's gracious provi-

dence became queen of Persia. With Mordecai, Esther saves 

her people from a plot to exterminate the Jews in Persia. Join 

us on Wednesday evenings for interesting and lively discussion 

of God's word.                                                Leader: John Koren 

 

ADULTS: GODCONNECTS: a Lutheran Hour Ministries video/
discussion series explaining the Christian faith in a way that makes it 
easy to invite a friend, family member, or church visitor. Plain language 
and helpful illustrations present God’s work of salvation in a concise 
manner; ideal for those with questions about sin, judgment, redemption, 
Jesus, the believer’s life, and more. This class is also great for anyone 
interested in becoming a member of Hope who has not been part of a 
Lutheran Church. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 

ADULTS: WATCH THE LAMB, WALK IN VICTORY: The darkness-
shattering light spoken into existence by God in Genesis explodes into 
glorious, unfiltered radiance in REVELATION. Here, God’s story, re-
vealed in His Word, draws to a stunning consummation. REVELATION 
unveils God’s perfect justice and glorious design for those Jesus re-
deems from every tribe, language, people and nation. God’s children 
find HOPE, PEACE AND REST in the unfailing purposes of God. Join 
us as we continue a verse-by-verse study of REVELATION.  
Leader: Gloria Warner 
 

YOUNG ADULTSWHAT MAKES YOU HAPPY: Join us for this new 
series by Andy Stanley. "Everyone wants to be happy. But what makes 
us happy? And why is happiness easy to find, but hard to keep?"  
Leader: Pastor Shea 
 

GRADES 7—12: LIVE.BOLDLY: Join us as we look and learn from 
Christians throughout the ages—from Abraham to Paul to Martin Lu-
ther—how to live boldly in Christ so that we may “continue to speak the 
word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31) in our everyday lives through 
actions and attitude in order to connect people to Jesus.  
Leader: Pastor Shea 
 

GRADES 1-6: CROSS EXPLORATIONS: The fall quarter begins with 
an overview of how God works through prophets and kings looking at 
Solomon to Queen Esther. Leader: Yolanda Heipp 
 

PRE-SCHOOL—KINDERGARTEN: GROWING IN CHRIST: The fall 
quarter begins with an overview of how God works through prophets 
and kings looking at Solomon to Queen Esther.  
Leaders: Ellen Whitehurst, Tracy MacDonald

WORSHIP 

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30am—Worship 

9:15am—Family Bible Hour 

4:00pm—Spanish Worship 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30pm—Living Hope Worship 

6:30pm—Hope Studies 

https://www.cph.org/p-30283-cross-explorations-sunday-school-kit-ot4.aspx?REName=Education&plk=152&Lk=0&rlk=2407


Make checks payable to: HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Scrip orders will be in your church mailbox  

the Sunday after orders are due. 

ORDER TOTAL    

YOUR NAME:  

HOPE MEMBER 
NAME: 

 

Restaurant # Value Total $ 

Applebee's  $10 or $25  

Arby’s  $10  

Bob Evans  $20  

Burger King  $10  

Cheese Cake Factory  $25  

Chili's  $10 or $25  

Chipolte  $10  

Cracker Barrel  $25  

Denny’s  $10  

Dunkin Donuts  $10  

Golden Coral  $25  

Honey Baked Ham  $25  

Longhorn Steakhouse  $25 or $50  

Macaroni Grill  $25  

O’Charley’s  $25  

Outback Steakhouse  $25  

P.F. Chang  $25  

Panera Bread  $10 or $25  

Pizza Hut  $10  

Red Robin  $10 or $25  

Starbucks  $10 or $25  

Steak & Shake  $10  

Subway  $10 or $25  

Taco Bell  $10  

T.G.I. Fridays  $10 or $25  

Wendy’s  $10  

Grocery Stores # Value Total $ 

Albertsons  $25  

Sam’s Club  $25  

Winn Dixie  $50  

Gas Stations # Value Total $ 

BP  $50  

Chevron  $50  

Marathon  $25  

Mobil  $50  

Shell  $25 or $ 50   

Sunoco  $50  

Stores # Value Total $ 

Aeropostale  $25  

Amazon.com  $25  

AMC Theatres  $25  

Babies ’R’ Us  $10 or $25  

Barnes & Noble  $25  

Bath & Body Works  $10 or $25  

Bed, Bath & Beyond  $25  

Best Buy  $25  

Books-A-Million  $15  

CVS  $25  

Disney Store  $25  

Home Depot  $25  

iTunes  $25  

Jo Ann Fabrics   $25  

Kmart  $25  

Kohl’s  $25  

Lane Bryant  $25  

Lowes  $25 or $50  

Macy’s  $25  

Marshalls  $25  

Michaels  $25  

PetSmart  $25  

Ross Dress for Less  $25  

Staples  $25  

Target  $25  

Toys ‘R’ Us  $10 or $25  

Visa  $50  

Walgreens  $25  

WalMart  $10 or $25  

    

    

    

(OPTIONAL) 
YOUTH I AM SPONSORING: 

 

 Scrip Order Form 



813-752-4622 Office 

813-707-1244 fax 

 

hopelutheranpc@gmail.com 

www.hopeplantcity.com 

Hope Lutheran Church  
2001 N.  Park Road  
Plant City, FL 33563 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Shea Pennington 

Associate Pastor 
 

Rev. Miguel Sanabria 
Spanish Ministry 

 
Christine Mansell 
Director of Music 

 
Lyn Senkarik 
Deaconess 

 
Joyce Van Matre, RN 

Parish Nurse 
 

Jessica Griffin 
Church Secretary 

Jesus loves you! 

Our Sunday morning sermons are available at 

www.hopeplantcity.com/sermon  
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... Looking 
ahead to 

 
at Hope... 

1st  All Saints Day 

3rd-5th  Middle School Youth Gathering @ Lake Yale, Leesburg 

5th  Daylight Savings Ends—Turn your clocks back!  

  All Saints Sunday—Recognition of Saints Called Home & 

  Lutheran Church Extension Fund Sunday 

7th  Slaw-Making for Turkey Supper (6:00PM)  

10th   Turkey Pick-Up (3:00-6:00PM) 

11th  Set-Up: Turkey Supper; Potato & Onion Peeling (8:00AM) & 

  United Food Bank of Plant City Empty Bowls Lunch, McCall Park 

12th  23rd Annual Turkey Supper (11:30AM-5:00PM) &  

  Voters’ Meeting Reports in mailboxes 

19th  Annual Voters’ Meeting & Pot-Bless (following 10:30AM Worship) 

22nd  Thanksgiving Worship w/Communion (6:30PM) 

23rd  Thanksgiving 

26th  Advent/Christmas Decorating in Sanctuary (following 10:30AM Worship) 

29th  Advent Wednesday Worship begins (4:30 & 6:30PM) 

30th  The 2017 Hurricane Season ENDS! 

mailto:HopeLutheranPC@gmail.com
http://hopeplantcity.com/
mailto:hopepcpastor@gmail.com
mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com
mailto:migueldarios@hotmail.com
mailto:christine.mansell@live.com
mailto:dlsen46@msn.com
mailto:richjoy65@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:hopepcsecretary@gmail.com
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/sermon

