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inwardly digesting Scripture, by going to Family 

Bible Hour, and even reviewing the Small Cate-

chism. Don’t wait till tomorrow. Start today. 

 

Live boldly at home, at work, at school and in your 

neighborhood. In actions and attitude share the 

loving grace of Jesus with family and friends, class-

mates and co-workers, teachers, staff, peers…

whomever God has placed in our path. Don’t hesi-

tate. Like the disciple Peter in Matthew 14, don’t 

hesitate to get out of the boat. Be bold and get out 

of your comfort zone and into your community, con-

fessing the one who truly is “the Son of 

God” (Matthew 14:33). Like Luther, boldly proclaim 

this good news even in the face of opposition. Sal-

vation by God’s grace through faith in Christ alone. 

 

There are so many in our community who really 

need to hear the message of Jesus. So let’s get up 

and get out in our community. Boldly reaching out 

with hands that touch others with Jesus grace, 

arms that hold them in His care, feet that walk with 

them in midst of suffering and stand with them in 

the face of trails and temptation. With ears that 

hear their hardships, with tongues that confess the 

love of God in Christ alone and  mouths declaring 

His’ words of promise, comfort, joy, peace…hope!  

Boldly Connecting People to Jesus! 

 

Together In Christ Alone, 

Pastor Shea Pennington 

Family in Christ: 

 

It’s almost here...October 31, 2017 is getting so 

close. The celebration is almost at hand. You can 

almost taste it, but it’s not the taste of candy; it’s 

something sweeter. And I’m not talking about Hal-

loween as we culturally know it, but the 500
th
 year 

anniversary of the Reformation—a day that cele-

brates forgiveness and freedom, not fright and fear.  

A day that is “Still All About Jesus!” 

 

Reformation 500 is not about celebrating Martin 

Luther and his fellow reformers but the God they 

were bold to confess. In Christ alone. Standing 

boldly on the Word of Scripture alone, which teach-

es salvation by God’s grace alone through faith 

alone in Christ alone!  

 

500 years ago Luther and the reformers lived bold-

ly proclaiming this truth that sets us free. Giving out 

the sweet taste of grace our Lord Jesus offers 

freely to all. And everyone needs to hear this mes-

sage. No matter where or when—whether in Wit-

tenberg, Germany 1517 or Plant City, FL 2017—

everyone needs to be connected to Jesus. And 

Jesus has called us alongside Luther and the re-

formers, alongside the Apostles and all the saints 

to live boldly connecting people to Him.  

 

So the time to live boldly is now. Don’t wait until 

October 31 to start living boldly. Start today. Begin 

by boldly attending regular worship services, gath-

ering with the family of Hope in Christ’s very pres-

ence to hear His Word that makes alive. Come to 

Lord’s Supper and take and eat the sweet taste of 

God’s grace in Christ’s body and blood. Be em-

bolden by constant prayer, by reading, marking and 



conformity with God’s will. 
Those who are governed are 
to obey their leaders as to 
the Lord Himself, for their 
leaders bear the sword of 
God’s temporal justice for a 
purpose.  
 
As members of God’s own 
family, the Church, He calls 
those who preach and teach 
to do so in faithfulness to His 
holy Word. To preach and 
teach the Law of God to 
convict the hearts of hearers 
of their sin and to encourage, 
admonish, and exhort them 

to do good works in accordance with God’s will. They are 
to preach and teach the Gospel, the full forgiveness of 
their sins accomplished by Christ and received through 
faith, not by works. They are to administer the means of 
grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of 
God. They do all this for the young and old alike, for those 
who are near and far off. Those who hear and learn are to 
submit themselves to their preachers and teachers. They 
are to support them by their prayers and their gifts.  
 
Each of these callings from God places a duty on us. 
They make a claim on our presence, our prayers, and on 
our time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand 
finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for 
your family, for your government, and your church. Give 
of yourself by means of your time, your talents, and your 
treasures to your family, your government, and your 
Church. That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks 
that God has given us. That is what it means to do it with 
all your might.  

Financial Report 
at a Glance 

 
JULY 
2017 

 

 

WORSHIP & SERVICE 

ATTENDANCE 

Total Monthly: 895 

Average per Week: 179 

(2016: 191) 

 

 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 

Net Monthly Income:  

$29,328 

 

Monthly Budgeted:  

*$33,050 

 

Year-to-Date Income:  

$222,744 

 

Budgeted through Month:  

*$237,870 

 

Monthly Income 
Less Expenses:  

$775 

 

Year-to-Date:  

$6,473 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes amount in our Blueprint 

for Ministry and Mission 2017 

“Whatever your hand finds 
to do, do it with all your 
might” (Eccl. 9:10). 
 
God bids us to be faithful in 
the tasks He calls us to do. 
He calls us to be members 
of a family (husbands and 
wives; fathers and mothers; 
sons and daughters). He 
calls us to be members of 
society (those who govern 
and those who are gov-
erned). And He calls us to 
be members of His family, 
the Church (those who 
preach and teach and those 
who hear and learn). Each of these callings from God 
places a duty on us.  
 
As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to 
die for their wives as Christ gave His life for His bride, 
the Church; while wives are given the duty to respect 
their husbands and submit themselves to them as the 
Church does to Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise 
their children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, 
teaching them the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, 
Confession, the Office of the Keys, and the Lord’s Sup-
per. Children are to honor their parents throughout their 
lives, and even when their parents are no longer alive, 
serving and obeying them, loving and cherishing them, 
and speaking well of them.  
 
As members of society, God calls those who govern to 
bear the sword, that is, to punish those who do evil—
those who live contrary to God’s will—and to reward 
those who do good—those whose lives are lived in 

Growing in the Grace of Giving 

It was decided at our August Elders 

meeting to CONTINUE after Labor Day 

with our Sunday morning worship at 

9:15AM followed by Family Bible Hour at 

10:30AM. Please note, however, should 

we experience an uptick in attendance 

rendering our sanctuary to be 

“uncomfortably crowded,” your Elders 

will take immediate action to return to 

the two morning services and notifica-

tion will be given in a multiple of ways. 

Thank you for your understanding as we 

join our hearts and hands together in 

praise and thanksgiving to our risen Lord 

and Savior.   

FROM OUR  

ELDERS 

 



From our Ministry Teams... 

Martin Luther triggered a seismic upheaval that rocked 
the western world in the 1500s—with an impact that con-
tinues to reverberate to this day. This film tells the great 
adventure story of his life.  At the same time, it examines 
his quest for truth—questions we all must face—
including "Who am I?" "What is my purpose" and "How 
do I get right with God?" 
 
Now you can see this compelling new movie on Saturday, 

September 23 at 6:30pm,  Fellowship Hall 

Privacy law impacts hospital stays!   

The federal law entitled HIPAA greatly restricts the dis-

closure of patient information by hospitals. As a result, 

our pastors, parish nurse, and church office may NOT 

know that a member of Hope has been admitted to 

the hospital.  Please, if you are hospitalized, and would 

like our pastors and the office to know, it is important 

that YOU (or a family member) contact us as soon as 

possible. Remember, the hospital can no longer pro-

vide this information to us, so the only way we can visit 

you, is if you let us know!   

TUESDAYS at 10:30AM & 6:30PM 
 

Call the Church Office for more information 
813-752-4622 

A PLACE OF HEALING 

                            

 Join us… 
and invite a friend! 

HARD AT WORK 
 

The "Nominating Committee" of the Board of Directors 

is about to begin its work on assembling the ministry 

teams of our congregation for 2018. Needless to say, 

this task takes a great deal of time, work, and mostly 

prayer. Should you desire to serve YOUR LORD and 

HIS CHURCH as a part of Christian Growth & Disciple-

ship, Elders, Fellowship, Human Care, Missions & Out-

reach, Trustees, Youth, or as Vice President, Secretary, 

Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, or Financial Secretary 

just see Tom Whitehurst, Patrick Griffin, or Pastor Pfef-

fer. Remember, for our congregation to continue its 

growth well into the future, it takes EVERY member of 

Hope working together as one. If we don't work togeth-

er, there is no way this (or any congregation) can ever 

grow. We need YOU! It has come to the attention of the 

nominating committee that "Mr. No One" is no longer a 

member here, so he is now unable to be available for 

service, and "Mrs. I Can't" has been removed, so she is 

no longer available for service. Therefore we need 

YOU? Are YOU available to serve your Lord? Are YOU 

available to serve HIS church?   

A THOUGHT FOR THE DAY:   

IF SERVING IS BENEATH YOU…  

LEADERSHIP IS BEYOND YOU.  



Attention parents: If your child will be entering 6th grade or 

above this fall and has NOT participated in Confirmation in-

struction, now is the time to make plans for the two years of 

Confirmation instruction that will begin on Wednesday, Sep-

tember 13th from 5:00–6:00pm in the Conference Room. To 

register your child for Confirmation, please contact the 

church office. ALSO, RETURNING Confirmation students and 

parents should plan on being a part of this orientation meet-

ing. At least one parent MUST accompany their child (new or 

returning students) to this meeting. Pastors Pfeffer & Shea and 

Becky Hartmann have an exciting program planned for this 

fall, so be sure to set this time aside for your child’s continued 

growth in the Lord. Great things are in store—don’t miss out!  

If you could find  
the perfect church 

Without fault or smear. 
For goodness sake,  

don’t join that church. 
You’d spoil  

the atmosphere. 
 

But since no  
perfect church exists 

Where people never sin 
Let’s cease looking  

for that church 
And love  

the one we’re in! 
 

—Author unknown 

Pastoral Acts 
 
 
Funeral 

Thomas Kohr 
Called Home: July 26, 2017 

Home-Going Celebration: August 3, 2017 

https://hopeplantcity.smugmug.com/2017/Mighty-Fortress-VBS/
https://hopeplantcity.smugmug.com/2017/Mighty-Fortress-VBS/


COLLGE STUDENTS  
 

YOUR church would like to keep in touch with 
you while you are away at school. The best way 
for us to do that is for YOU (or mom & dad) to 
give Jessica in the church office 
(hopepcsecretary@gmail) your email & address.    

Don’t delay… send it today! 

NEWS FROM THE UNITED FOOD 
BANK OF PLANT CITY: 

 
AMAZING! Over 4,000 kids bags were distributed to Plant 
City students this summer. To be eligible for these products 

(breakfast & lunch items), stu-
dents must receive free or re-
duced lunch when school is in 
session and have a referral from 
their school guidance office.  
 
(BTW...thanks to the youth of 
Hope for giving so much time 
this summer to prepare these 
bags for distribution! )  
 

Below are our statistics for the month of July: 
POUNDS OF FOOD RECEIVED: 92,878.4 
POUNDS OF FOOD DISTRIBUTED: 87,690.1 
 
CLIENTS SERVED:2226 
FAMILIES SERVED: 835 

 
Please note that there is an URGENT NEED for volunteers 
at our United Food Bank of Plant City! As school has 
opened, many of our volunteers of this past summer now 
are back in classes and our food bank is short of loving, 
willing volunteers.  If you are able to donate some time to 
the Food Bank, please contact, Mary Heysek at 813-764-
0625. 

3rd 
4th 
4th 
5th 
5th 
6th 
8th 
9th 
12th 
13th 
13th 
14th 
14th 
14th 
15th 

Michael George 
Jalyn Aigner 
Yulia Hartmann 
David Baldwin 
Shea Pennington 
Dan Senkarik 
Jesse Stilth 
Becky Hartmann 
Burt Hermann 
Bill Von Deylen 
Corey Wright 
Jarrod Bertsch 
Justin Bertsch 
Megan Landis 
Lorraine Pearson 

1st 
2nd 
10th 
10th 
18th 
20th 
29th 
30th 

Jim & Lana Baldwin  
Tim & Tena Matthews 
Mike & Willa McMinn 

Ryan & Candice Venrick 
Bill & Mary Jo Flamm  
George & Lorie Hayes  
Michael & Stacey Greatens 

Milt & Irma Brown 

44 
28 
51 
6 
23 
37 
14 
67 

19th 
19th 
19th 
20th 
20th 
20th 
22nd 
22nd 
23rd 
24th 
25th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
28th 

Holly Reese 
Flint Christiansen 
Mary Jo Flamm 
Frank Dahlke 
Lorie Hayes 
Sandy Howell 
Jeff Justice 
Tim Matthews 
Mary Witzke 
Karin Stechschulte 
Kathy Bravis 
Andrew MacDonald 
Cayla Jones 
Nancy Kohr 
John Ruff 

And walk in the way of 
love, just as Christ loved us … 

Ephesians 5:2 

October 28 
at the  

Plant City YMCA 



Come and See...Worship with Us! 

can be heard EVERY Sunday  
at 7:30AM on 540AM 

 
 

Topics for this month: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 3: "Finding Life in Jesus' Steps" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Take joy in the gift of being a follower of Christ who is willing 
to take His lead and be ordered by His steps.  
(Matthew 16:24-25) 
 

September 10: "Who's the Greatest?" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus redefined greatness. He came, not to be served, but to 
serve and to give His life as a ransom for many. ( 
Matthew 18:1-20) 
 

September 17: "Unleash the Power of Forgiveness in 
Your Life " 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Life with God is not about keeping score; it's about living for 
others in the grace Jesus earned for us. (Matthew 18:21-35) 
 

September 24: "The Latest Polls" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Believing the latest public opinion poll is not the same thing 
as believing the truth. 
(Matthew 21:8-11 and Luke 23:23-25)  
 

SUNDAYS 

9:15AM—Worship 

10:30AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

6:30PM—Hope Studies 

 

 

ADULTS: GODCONNECTS: a Lutheran Hour Ministries video/discussion 
series explaining the Christian faith in a way that makes it easy to invite a 
friend, family member, or church visitor. Plain language and helpful illustra-
tions present God’s work of salvation in a concise manner; ideal for those 
with questions about sin, judgment, redemption, Jesus, the believer’s life, and 
more. This class is also great for anyone interested in becoming a member of 
Hope who has not been part of a Lutheran Church. Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 
 

ADULTS: WATCH THE LAMB, WALK IN VICTORY: The darkness-
shattering light spoken into existence by God in Genesis explodes into glori-
ous, unfiltered radiance in REVELATION. Here, God’s story, revealed in His 
Word, draws to a stunning consummation. REVELATION unveils God’s per-
fect justice and glorious design for those Jesus redeems from every tribe, 
language, people and nation. God’s children find HOPE, PEACE AND REST 
in the unfailing purposes of God. Join us as we continue  a verse-by-verse 
study of REVELATION. Leader: Gloria Warner 
 

YOUNG ADULTS & GRADES 7—12: LIVE.BOLDLY: Join us as we look and 
learn from Christians throughout the ages—from Abraham to Paul to Martin 
Luther—how to live boldly in Christ so that we may “continue to speak the 
word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31) in our everyday lives through actions 
and attitude in order to connect people to Jesus. Leader: Pastor Shea 
 

GRADES 1-6: CROSS EXPLORATIONS: The fall quarter begins with an 
overview of how God works through prophets and kings looking at Solomon 
to Queen Esther. Leader: Yolanda Heipp 
 

PRE-SCHOOL—KINDERGARTEN: GROWING IN CHRIST: The fall quarter 
begins with an overview of how God works through prophets and kings look-
ing at Solomon to Queen Esther. Leaders: Ellen Whitehurst, Tracy MacDonald 

WEDNESDAYS @ 6:30PM 
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 

Our Wednesday evening worship continues this fall as we cele-

brate the goodness and mercy of our God in an alternative 

worship format and style. Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Wednesday. Join us for a relaxed, celebrative worship alterna-

tive! 
           HOPE STUDIES (begins 9/6) 

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY: The Book of Esther tells the tale of 

the young, beautiful Jewish girl, who by God's gracious provi-

dence became queen of Persia. With Mordecai, Esther saves 

her people from a plot to exterminate the Jews in Persia. Join 

us on Wednesday evenings for interesting and lively discussion 

of God's word.                                                Leader: John Koren 

https://www.cph.org/p-30283-cross-explorations-sunday-school-kit-ot4.aspx?REName=Education&plk=152&Lk=0&rlk=2407


Make checks payable to: HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Scrip orders will be in your church mailbox  

the Sunday after orders are due. 

ORDER TOTAL    

YOUR NAME:  

HOPE MEMBER 
NAME: 

 

Restaurant # Value Total $ 

Applebee's  $10 or $25  

Arby’s  $10  

Bob Evans  $20  

Burger King  $10  

Cheese Cake Factory  $25  

Chili's  $10 or $25  

Chipolte  $10  

Cracker Barrel  $25  

Denny’s  $10  

Dunkin Donuts  $10  

Golden Coral  $25  

Honey Baked Ham  $25  

Longhorn Steakhouse  $25 or $50  

Macaroni Grill  $25  

O’Charley’s  $25  

Outback Steakhouse  $25  

P.F. Chang  $25  

Panera Bread  $10 or $25  

Pizza Hut  $10  

Red Robin  $10 or $25  

Starbucks  $10 or $25  

Steak & Shake  $10  

Subway  $10 or $25  

Taco Bell  $10  

T.G.I. Fridays  $10 or $25  

Wendy’s  $10  

Grocery Stores # Value Total $ 

Albertsons  $25  

Sam’s Club  $25  

Winn Dixie  $50  

Gas Stations # Value Total $ 

BP  $50  

Chevron  $50  

Marathon  $25  

Mobil  $50  

Shell  $25 or $ 50   

Sunoco  $50  

Stores # Value Total $ 

Aeropostale  $25  

Amazon.com  $25  

AMC Theatres  $25  

Babies ’R’ Us  $10 or $25  

Barnes & Noble  $25  

Bath & Body Works  $10 or $25  

Bed, Bath & Beyond  $25  

Best Buy  $25  

Books-A-Million  $15  

CVS  $25  

Disney Store  $25  

Home Depot  $25  

iTunes  $25  

Jo Ann Fabrics   $25  

Kmart  $25  

Kohl’s  $25  

Lane Bryant  $25  

Lowes  $25 or $50  

Macy’s  $25  

Marshalls  $25  

Michaels  $25  

PetSmart  $25  

Ross Dress for Less  $25  

Staples  $25  

Target  $25  

Toys ‘R’ Us  $10 or $25  

Visa  $50  

Walgreens  $25  

WalMart  $10 or $25  

    

    

    

(OPTIONAL) 
YOUTH I AM SPONSORING: 

 

 Scrip Order Form 



813-752-4622 Office 

813-707-1244 fax 

 

hopelutheranpc@gmail.com 

www.hopeplantcity.com 

Hope Lutheran Church  
2001 N.  Park Road  
Plant City, FL 33563 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Shea Pennington 

Associate Pastor 
 

Rev. Miguel Sanabria 
Spanish Ministry 

 
Christine Mansell 
Director of Music 

 
Lyn Senkarik 
Deaconess 

 
Joyce Van Matre, RN 

Parish Nurse 
 

Jessica Griffin 
Church Secretary 

Jesus loves you! 

Our Sunday morning sermons are available at 

www.hopeplantcity.com/sermon  

                                                        Let’s celebrate the... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Haven Circuit Reformation Festival 

Hope Lutheran Church 

Sunday October 29, 2017 
4:00pm (3:30pm—Pre-Service Music) 

 

Preacher: Rev. Dr. David Schmitt,  
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Professor of Practical Theology 

 

Good Lutheran Fellowship to follow worship! 

COMING IN
  

OCTOBER! 

Listen for  
announcements 

on how YOU can 

help as we host 
this special service!  

mailto:HopeLutheranPC@gmail.com
http://hopeplantcity.com/
mailto:hopepcpastor@gmail.com
mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com
mailto:migueldarios@hotmail.com
mailto:christine.mansell@live.com
mailto:dlsen46@msn.com
mailto:richjoy65@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:hopepcsecretary@gmail.com
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/sermon

