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Second, Peter asked Jesus to strengthen his 

faith.  Peter asked, “Lord, if it is you, bid me 

come to you on the water.” Jesus answer was, 

“Come.”  Jesus will give us the strength of faith 

we need to heed His Call.   But, be prepared it 

may mean you have to get out of the boat!  
 

Third, Peter trusted Jesus. Peter’s experience of 

Jesus’ faithfulness enabled him to trust the Lord 

in this new circumstance. In trust Peter obeyed.  

It is only God’s gracious, loving, eternal, faith-

fulness to us that enables our trusting obedi-

ence. 
 

Lastly, when in his weakness, fear overcame 

him and he began to sink, Peter called out to 

Jesus for help and he was saved. It is not the 

strength of our faith that saves us. We are 

saved when we call out in helpless weakness 

to Jesus, the ONLY one who can (and does) 

save us. 
 

Peter was a simple fisherman with an extraordi-

nary God given faith.  Like Peter, we will, in 

every circumstance, find Jesus to be faithful to 

His word… just trust Him and get out of the 

boat. 

 
Dear Lord, grant us grace to listen for Your voice, 

the courage to ask in faith believing, the faith to 

trust in Your goodness, and the knowledge of 

Your presence in our every need. Amen. 

 

Walking Together in Faith, 

Pastor Pfeffer 

Dear Faith Walkers: 
 

Let me ask a serious (yes, serious) question…Do 

you have a “wet feet faith?” Listen to these 

words from Matthew 14:27-29: But immediately 

Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. 

Do not be afraid.” And Peter answered him, 

“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 

on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got 

out of the boat and walked on the water and 

came to Jesus. (Gospel August 13th) 
 

Like most of you, I have read this account of 

Jesus walking on the water and seen Peter’s 

lack of faith as some kind of sad but under-

standable weakness. However as I read this 

account again recently, I saw something dif-

ferent (see, old dogs can learn something 

new): I saw Peter take a courageous first step! 

While all those in the boat would eventually 

worship Jesus, saying, “Truly you are the Son of 

God,” only Peter’s faith had “feet,” trusting that 

Jesus WAS Lord of heaven, earth, and also the 

sea.  You see, if you want to walk on water you 

have to get out of the boat! 
 

Which of us at Hope, like Peter, would have 

climbed over the side of the boat, lowered 

ourselves into the water, and carefully put our 

feet down on a heaving sea to risk that first 

step?  How can we gain the kind of faith, im-

perfect though it was, that Peter displayed?  

Perhaps a closer examination of this account 

can help us.  
 

First, Scripture records that Peter was the ONLY 

one who, upon hearing Jesus’ voice, an-

swered Him that night.  Peter, first of all heard 

the voice of Jesus calling to be able to re-

spond. We can only display this kind of faith if 

we are hearing Jesus call to us in His word. 

 



ing a living has on us. For 
when we are singularly 
focused on making a liv-
ing, we are singularly fo-
cused on what we get. 
That mindset begins to 
bleed into all areas of our 
lives—our relationships 
with friends and family, 
with neighbors and 
coworkers, and with the 
Lord. It shifts our focus 
from asking the ques-
tion—How can I be a 
friend, family member, 
neighbor, and servant to 

others—to asking the question—what have they 
done for me lately. We become more selfish in-
stead of selfless.  
 
But when we give, we do not have less, we have 
more because when we give we join in the bond of 
friendship and family, the bond of service to those 
around us out of love for them. And love is the ful-
fillment of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, 
for God is Love. Thus we are reflecting the divine 
nature. As Jesus said “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive” (Acts 20:35).   
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WORSHIP & SERVICE 

ATTENDANCE 

Total Monthly: 759 

Average per Week: 191 

(2016: 189) 

 

 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 

Net Monthly Income:  

$32,406 

 

Monthly Budgeted:  

*$34,298 

 

Year-to-Date Income:  

$193,416 

 

Budgeted through Month:  

*$204,820 

 

Monthly Income 
Less Expenses:  

$4,065 

 

Year-to-Date:  

$7,243 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes amount in our Blueprint 

for Ministry and Mission 2017 

Winston Churchill re-
portedly said that “we 
make a living by what we 
get, but we make a life 
by what we give.” Ac-
cording to Churchill then, 
our lives are defined less 
by what we have gotten, 
and more by what we 
give away.  
 
Our Lord’s life is defined 
in this way. He gave 
completely of Himself for 
us. He became man for 
us. He taught the truth 
of God’s Word. He healed those with many and 
various diseases. He died the death that we de-
serve because of sin. He gave of Himself in order 
to save us from sin, death, and hell. And so, it is 
that by giving completely of Himself, He got for 
Himself us, making us citizens of His eternal king-
dom by grace.  
 
As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get 
more from giving than we do from simply getting. 
For giving softens our hearts and frees us from 
the grip which the worries of this world and mak-

Growing in the Grace of Giving 

Now that our Ministry Teams have had a “summer vacation” so to speak, now it’s time to get 

back to work… To that end, team members, please note your team’s meeting: 
 

Tuesday, August 1  5:30PM Fellowship  Pastor Pfeffer’s Office 

 6:30PM Missions & Outreach  Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 3   6:30PM Elders  Conference Room 

Saturday, August 5 8:00AM Trustees  Around Campus 

Sunday, August 6 11:45AM Youth   Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 10 6:30PM  Board of Directors  Conference Room  

Sunday, August 13   11:45 AM Christian Growth  Fellowship Hall 

 11:45AM Human Care  Fellowship Hall 
 

Remember, the Lord’s work here at 

Hope is counting on you—and so 

are we! 
 

Ministry Team Leaders: Please re-

me mber  to  e mai l  Jes s i c a 

(hopepcsecretary@gmail.com) your 

meeting notes by TUESDAY, August 8

(NOON) for our BOD meeting. 

mailto:hopepcsecretary@gmail.com


From our Ministry Teams... 

Martin Luther triggered a seismic upheaval that rocked 
the western world in the 1500s—with an impact that con-
tinues to reverberate to this day. This film tells the great 
adventure story of his life.  At the same time, it examines 
his quest for truth—questions we all must face—
including "Who am I?" "What is my purpose" and "How 
do I get right with God?" 
 
Now you can see this compelling new movie on Saturday, 
September 23rd at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Stay tuned for more details... 

Privacy law impacts hospital stays!   

The federal law entitled HIPAA greatly restricts the 

disclosure of patient information by hospitals. As a 

result, our pastors, parish nurse, and church office 

may NOT know that a member of Hope has been 

admitted to the hospital.  Please, if you are hospital-

ized, and would like our pastors and the office to 

know, it is important that YOU (or a family member) 

contact us as soon as possible. Remember, the hos-

pital can no longer provide this information to us, so 

the only way we can visit you, is if you let us know!   

NEWS FROM THE UNITED FOOD BANK 
OF PLANT CITY: 

 
Here are the facts and figures for June at our Food Bank… 

 Number of clients served: 2,598 

 Number of families served: 1180 

 Pounds of food received: 111,983.81 pounds 

 Pounds of food distributed: 120,158.7 pounds 
 
In addition, the Food Bank assisted 103 
new families during the month of June.  
Your continued prayers and support are 
always appreciated.   

A PLACE OF HEALING 

                            

 Join us… 
and invite a friend! 

August 22 
10:30am & 6:30pm 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

 

Kids in school need the prayers 
and support of this community 

of faith! So, KIDS—bring your 
backpacks to church for a very 
special blessing on August 6th!  



MARTIN LUTHER TO VISIT HOPE! 
 

Yes, you read that right; on Sunday, August 27th the 

proclamation of the Gospel will be by Martin Luther as 

he visits Hope.  As we celebrate the 500th Anniversary of 

the Reformation this year, Luther’s visit will serve as our 

kick off for this grand once in a lifetime celebration. The 

Rev. Gary Schuschke of St. Luke Lutheran Church, Ovie-

do is well known for his Luther presentation, and we are 

blessed to have him join us that day. Housing is needed 

for Pastor Schuschke the evening of Saturday, August 

26th; if you can house him, please contact Pastor Pfeffer. 

Then, in September, will we have a screening of the new 

major motion picture release of LUTHER: The Idea That 

Changed the World. This will be shown in Fellowship Hall 

as our September movie night, and you are ENCOUR-

AGED to invite a friend to join you for this very special 

event.   
 

HOUSING IS NEEDED for the evening of Saturday, Au-

gust 26; if you can house Pastor Schuschke, please 

contact Pastor Pfeffer ASAP! 

Attention parents: If your child will be entering 6th grade 

or above this fall and has NOT participated in Confirma-

tion instruction, now is the time to make plans for the 

two years of Confirmation instruction that will begin on 

Wednesday, September 6th from 5:00 – 6:00 in the Con-

ference Room. We have an exciting program planned 

for this fall, so be sure to set this time aside for your 

child’s continued growth in the Lord. To register your 

child for Confirmation, please contact the church office. 

An exciting program is being planned for this year that 

will involve Pastors Dean & Shea and Becky Hartmann. 

Great things are in store—don’t miss out!  

COLLGE STUDENTS  
 

YOUR church would like to keep in touch with 
you while you are away at school. The best way 
for us to do that is for YOU (or mom & dad) to 
give Jessica in the church office 
(hopepcsecretary@gmail) your email & address.    

Don’t delay… send it today! 

Dear Jesus, 

Breathe your peace upon me; 

Wrap me in your love; 

Cover me with your  

mercy and forgiveness. 

Amen 

3rd 
3rd 
3rd 
3rd 
4th 
7th 
9th 
11th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
16th 
16th 
17th 

Abbey Bryan 
Mike McMinn 
Ken Buschbacher 
Marvin Wright 
Kathy Stone 
Tracie Adkins 
Wendell Lattz 
Sue Griffin 
Carol Walkenhorst 
Jesilynn Pfeffer 
Donna Donel 
Abby Aigner 
Gloria Warner 
Jill Worthington 
Stacey Greatens 

18th 
20th 
21st 
21st 
24th 
24th 
25th 
25th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
29th 
31st 
31st 

Nick Trivunovich 
Barbara French 
Glenn Miller 
Richard Van Matre 
Ian Matthews 
John Trivunovich 
Judy Adkins 
Betty Christiansen 
Melva Dennison  
Tom Whitehurst 
Lillie Shumaker 
Kristina Martin 
Alex Drapp 
Ron MacDonald 
Cindy Petersen 

6th 
7th 
12th 
14th 
15th 
15th 
15th 
20th 
27th 
28th 
30th 

Del & Sue Larkham 
Dale & Jonie Wenzel 
Brad & Judy Landis 
Richard & Mary Decker 
Justin & Amanda Bertsch 
John & Donna Koren 
Ryan & Holly Reese 
Bill & Marion Engel 
Richard & Joyce Van Matre 
Lin & Millie Houck 
Jeff & Alison Reaume 

57 
35 
22 
7 
9 
36 
8 
51 
52 
57 
3 



Make checks payable to: HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Scrip orders will be in your church mailbox  

the Sunday after orders are due. 

ORDER TOTAL    

YOUR NAME:  

HOPE MEMBER 
NAME: 

 

Restaurant # Value Total $ 

Applebee's  $10 or $25  

Arby’s  $10  

Bob Evans  $20  

Burger King  $10  

Cheese Cake Factory  $25  

Chili's  $10 or $25  

Chipolte  $10  

Cracker Barrel  $25  

Denny’s  $10  

Dunkin Donuts  $10  

Golden Coral  $25  

Honey Baked Ham  $25  

Longhorn Steakhouse  $25 or $50  

Macaroni Grill  $25  

O’Charley’s  $25  

Outback Steakhouse  $25  

P.F. Chang  $25  

Panera Bread  $10 or $25  

Pizza Hut  $10  

Red Robin  $10 or $25  

Starbucks  $10 or $25  

Steak & Shake  $10  

Subway  $10 or $25  

Taco Bell  $10  

T.G.I. Fridays  $10 or $25  

Wendy’s  $10  

Grocery Stores # Value Total $ 

Albertsons  $25  

Sam’s Club  $25  

Winn Dixie  $50  

Gas Stations # Value Total $ 

BP  $50  

Chevron  $50  

Marathon  $25  

Mobil  $50  

Shell  $25 or $ 50   

Sunoco  $50  

Stores # Value Total $ 

Aeropostale  $25  

Amazon.com  $25  

AMC Theatres  $25  

Babies ’R’ Us  $10 or $25  

Barnes & Noble  $25  

Bath & Body Works  $10 or $25  

Bed, Bath & Beyond  $25  

Best Buy  $25  

Books-A-Million  $15  

CVS  $25  

Disney Store  $25  

Home Depot  $25  

iTunes  $25  

Jo Ann Fabrics   $25  

Kmart  $25  

Kohl’s  $25  

Lane Bryant  $25  

Lowes  $25 or $50  

Macy’s  $25  

Marshalls  $25  

Michaels  $25  

PetSmart  $25  

Ross Dress for Less  $25  

Staples  $25  

Target  $25  

Toys ‘R’ Us  $10 or $25  

Visa  $50  

Walgreens  $25  

WalMart  $10 or $25  

    

    

    

(OPTIONAL) 
YOUTH I AM SPONSORING: 

 

 Scrip Order Form 





Come and See...Worship with Us! 

can be heard EVERY Sunday  
at 7:30AM on 540AM 

 
 

Topics for this month: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 6: "On Thee the High and Lowly" 
It's "Archives August" and we present a classic message 
from former Speaker, Dr. Dale Meyer. (Exodus 20:10) 
 
August 13: "Looking for a Good Speaker" 
"Archives August"-What do the words "Our Father" teach 
us about our relationship with God and with each other. 
(Matthew 6:9) 
 
August 20: "God's Dog" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Was Jesus being politically incorrect--or worse--when He 
compared a Canaanite woman to a canine?  
(Matthew 15:21-28) 
 
August 27: "Absolutely Nothing" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Pastor Ken Klaus explains how something that is 
"absolutely nothing" can be a very good thing.  
(1 Corinthians 15:14-19) 

WEDNESDAYS 
          at Hope 

6:30PM 
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 
 

Our Wednesday  
evening worship  
continues this  
summer as we  
celebrate the  

goodness and mercy 
of our God in an  

alternative worship 
format and style.  

Holy Communion is 
celebrated each 

Wednesday. Join us for 
a relaxed, celebrative 
worship alternative! 

 

 

WORSHIP  
 

SUNDAYS 
9:15AM—Worship 

10:30AM—Family Bible Hour 
4:00PM—Spanish Worship 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

 

 

ADULTS: GODCONNECTS: a Lutheran Hour Ministries video/

discussion series explaining the Christian faith in a way that makes it easy 
to invite a friend, family member, or church visitor. Plain language and 
helpful illustrations present God’s work of salvation in a concise manner; 
ideal for those with questions about sin, judgment, redemption, Jesus, the 
believer’s life, and more. This class is also great for anyone interested in 
becoming a member of Hope who has not been part of a Lutheran Church.  
Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 

 
YOUNG ADULTS & GRADES 7—12 

LIVE.BOLDLY: Join us in 2017, as we look and learn 

from Christians throughout the ages—from Abraham to 
Paul to Martin Luther—how to live boldly in Christ so that 
we may “continue to speak the word of God with bold-
ness” (Acts 4:31) in our everyday lives through actions 
and attitude in order to connect people to Jesus. 
#LiveBoldly Leader: Pastor Shea 
  

 
PRE-SCHOOL—GRADE 6 

Join us each week as we ex-
plore the many blessings and 
opportunities God gives us. 
Leaders: various 
  

 



813-752-4622 Office 

813-707-1244 fax 

 

hopelutheranpc@gmail.com 

www.hopeplantcity.com 

Hope Lutheran Church  
2001 N.  Park Road  
Plant City, FL 33563 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Shea Pennington 

Associate Pastor 
 

Rev. Miguel Sanabria 
Spanish Ministry 

 
Christine Mansell 
Director of Music 

 
Lyn Senkarik 
Deaconess 

 
Joyce Van Matre, RN 

Parish Nurse 
 

Jessica Griffin 
Church Secretary 

Jesus loves you! 

Our Sunday morning sermons are available at 

www.hopeplantcity.com/sermon  
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