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with the whole family of God in Christ. Giving 
thanks to our God, “who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57), 
who “makes all things new” (Rev 21:5), who 
leads us into His land of Liberty, which has no 
end! 
 
So this 4th of July as we celebrate 241 years of 
Independence and freedom we have in these 
United States, even more let us celebrate the 
truest and greatest freedom we have in Christ. 
As we watch the fireworks light up the sky, let 
us remember the One who lights up our lives 
and even fills us with His light. Let us cele-
brate by living boldly in this Land of God-
given opportunities to connect people to Jesus!  
 
Like fireworks that light up the night sky, let 
us light up our neighborhoods, our workplaces, 
our schools, even our Family YMCA with the 
Gospel. The Good News of liberty and justice 
for all in Christ.  We celebrate Him by boldly 
sharing him with other. Because there are so 
any people still enslaved by sin, death and dev-
il…people that need to know the truth that sets 
them free (John 8:34). People that need to be 
connect to Jesus! 
 
May God bless all nations, all lands, and all 
people through us with the message of the Gos-
pel. The truest and greatest freedom in Jesus: 
eternal life, liberty and justice for all! 
 

In Jesus’ name,  

Pastor Shea 

July is here and you know what that means…
Independence Day. This month we celebrate 
the freedom we have in our nation. We cele-
brate liberty and justice for all, celebrate this 
land of opportunities, the home of the brave. 
We remember the hardships and sacrifices 
made by our founding fathers and the contin-
ued sacrifices made thought out the years and 
still to this very day by courageous men and 
women in order to safeguard our freedoms. 
This 4th of July we honor and celebrate our 
land, our liberty, and the life we are blessed 
with by God within this nation.  
 
But this July there is another reason to cele-
brate. A truer and greater freedom. Eternal 
freedom that was won by one man’s sacrifice. 
Freedom bought at the highest of price—paid 
for with His holy precious blood and His inno-
cent suffering and death on the cross. Crucified 
and resurrected Christ sets us free. Water and 
Word Jesus sets us free. Body and blood He 
sets us free. Free from sin. Free from death 
(Rom 8:2). Free from devil, darkness, bond-
age…No longer are we slaves (Gal 5:1). God 
in Christ makes us His people, adopts us in His 
eternal family as His holy and wholly loved 
children (Gal 4:5). 
 
This 4th of July let’s celebrate Christ who gives 
us the truest and greatest freedom. Celebrate 
the liberty and justice for all in Jesus. Remem-
bering His sacrifice. Giving thanks to Him for 
going to the cross for us. Giving thanks to our 
Risen Lord, who promises us in Holy Baptism 
that we too shall rise and live forever with Him 
in His house 



 
Just as we are richly 
blessed, we are also 
thereby freed to be a 
blessing. Since God has 
endowed us with His 
gifts, we are set to en-
dow others. Thus, we 
give of the blessings we 
have received so that 
others may be blessed. 
We do this in our 

homes, our communities, and our churches. 
We press the blessings God has lavished upon 
us in service to those around us. We use our 
time, our talents, and our treasures to be a 
blessing even as they have been a blessing to 
us. 
 
The Lord blesses us. And He enlists us to be a 
blessing to others. So, whenever you put that 
envelope in the collection plate, when you set 
out to serve at the local food pantry, when you 
sit down to help your kids with homework, 
think of this: The Lord has blessed you, so that 
you will be a blessing. 

Financial Report 
at a Glance 

 
MAY 
2017 

 

 

WORSHIP & SERVICE 

ATTENDANCE 

Total Monthly: 748 

Average per Week: 187 

(2016: 196) 

 

 

GENERAL FUND GIVING 

Net Monthly Income:  

$27,911 

 

Monthly Budgeted:  

*$33,410 

 

Year-to-Date Income:  

$161,010 

 

Budgeted through Month:  

*$170,522 

 

Monthly Income 
Less Expenses:  

$2,667 

 

Year-to-Date:  

$3,344 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Denotes amount in our Blueprint 

for Ministry and Mission 2017 

“I will bless you …, so 
that you will be a 
blessing” (Gen. 12:2). 
The Lord blessed Abra-
ham so that he would 
be a blessing. How did 
He bless Abraham? He 
promised that from 
His seed would come 
the savior of the na-
tions. And Abraham 
believed that promise, 
trusted that the Lord would provide it just as 
He had promised. Thus, everything Abraham 
did was colored by that promise. He willingly 
gave of himself and his household in service 
to the Lord in view of that promise. 
 
Our Father in heaven has richly blessed us. 
Not only has He given us everything that we 
need to support this body and life, but He 
has also provided, that promised seed in His 
Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. He is the savior of 
the nations. He is the redeemer of the world. 
He is the one who has conquered sin, death, 
and the power of the devil by His death, res-
urrection, and ascension. 

Growing in the Grace of Giving 

Join us in worship  
on  

Sunday, JULY 2 
At  

9:15am  
for a  

Patriotic service of 
praise and thanksgiving! 

 
There will be NO Family Bible Hour this day 



From our Ministry Teams... 

 Adult 
Volunteers 
Needed! 

www.HopePlantCity.com 
 

VBS Volunteer 

Training 
Meeting 
July 8 @ 
9:00am 

  

Your Stewardship & Human Care  
Ministry Team would appreciate donations: 

 

 
  ballpoint pens 
boxes of tissues 
colored pencils 

composition books 
crayons 

folders with pockets 
glue sticks 

hand sanitizer 
notebook paper 
pencil erasers 

scissors 
single large erasers 

spiral notebooks 
washable markers 

#2 pencils 
 

Gifts will be shared with our teachers  
to give to their students. 

 

Deadline: July 30 

Please Note: 
The Church Office  
will be CLOSED for 
the Independence  

Day Holiday,  
Tuesday, July 4th. 

The Maker of all human beings (GOD) is recalling all units manufactured, 
regardless of make or year, due to a serious defect in the primary and central 
component of the heart. This is due to a malfunction in the original prototype 
units code named Adam and Eve, resulting in the reproduction of the same 
defect in all subsequent units. This defect has been identified as "Sub-
sequential Internal Non-morality," more commonly known as S.I.N., as it is 
primarily expressed. 
 

Some of the symptoms include:  
1. Loss of direction                   6. Depression or confusion  
2. Foul vocal emissions            7. Fearfulness  
3. Amnesia of origin                  8. Idolatry  
4. Lack of peace and joy           9. Rebellion 
5. Selfish or violent behavior  
 

The Manufacturer, who is neither liable nor at fault for this defect, is providing 
factory-authorized repair and service free of charge to correct this defect. 
The Repair Technician, JESUS, has most generously offered to bear the 
entire burden of the staggering cost of these repairs. There is no additional 
fee required. The number to call for repair in all areas is: P-R-A-Y-E-R. Once 
connected, please upload your burden of SIN through the REPENTANCE 
procedure. Next, download ATONEMENT from the Repair Techni-
cian, Jesus, into the heart component. 
 

No matter how big or small the SIN defect is, Jesus will replace it with:  
1. Love                6. Goodness  
2. Joy                  7. Faithfulness  
3. Peace             8. Gentleness  
4. Patience         9. Self control  
5. Kindness  
 

Please see the operating manual, the B.I.B.L.E. (BEST Instructions Before 
Leaving Earth) for further details on the use of these fixes. 
 

WARNING: Continuing to operate the human being unit without correction 
voids any manufacturer warranties, exposing the unit to dangers and prob-
lems too numerous to list, and will result in the human unit being permanent-
ly impounded. For free emergency service, call on Jesus.  
 

DANGER: The human being units not responding to this recall action will 
have to be scrapped in the furnace. The SIN defect will not be permitted to 
enter Heaven so as to prevent contamination of that facility. Thank you for 
your attention! 

—GOD 

P.S. Please assist where possible by notifying others of this important recall 
notice, and you may contact the Father any time by 'Knee mail'!  
 
Because HE Lives! 

Vacation Bible School  

https://vbsmate.com/events/HopePlantCity/14391


GOD LOVES YOU: 
He always has, He always will 

                            Join us 
…and invite a friend! 

August 22 
10:30am & 6:30pm 

VACATIONS, OUR OFFERINGS, HIS WORK: 
 

Vacations are necessary “breaks” from the job and 

the routine of life. They are important for our wellbe-

ing and they are vital to physical and emotional 

health. 
 

Most vacations and weekend outings occur during 

the summer season. During this time of year, worship 

attendance in most churches declines, along with 

the offerings to carry out the Lord’s Work “in season 

and out of season.” 
 

While on vacations or weekend outings, we’d en-

courage you to practice the Bible’s teaching of 

weekly giving by giving offerings even when absent 

from worship. 
 

Christian giving—according to each person’s ability 

and on a weekly basis—is an expression of faith in 

Jesus Christ, as we yield our hearts in obedience to 

His Will. 
 

Many of our members continue to worship through-

out the year as our Lord commands in I Corinthians 

16:2. Other members are continuing to provide offer-

ings by either mailing their gifts directly to the church, 

or bringing then with them before they leave or after 

they return from vacation. 
 

Thanks for your love and dedica-

tion to Him, whose daily, faithful 

and life-long grace gives us sal-

vation; and the abundant life. 



Pastoral Acts 
 
Baptism 

Emmalyn Jewell Dennis  
Daughter of Brad & Kassi Dennis 

June 4, 2017 
Sponsors: Jared & Brittany Broward  

 
 

Wedding                     

Flint Seth & Saundra Dahlke 
June 16, 2017 

PLAN NOW...MARTIN LUTHER TO VISIT HOPE! 
 

Yes, you read that right; on Sunday, August 27th the proc-

lamation of the Gospel will be by Martin Luther as he visits 

Hope.  As we celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Refor-

mation this year, Luther’s visit will serve as our kick off for 

this grand once in a lifetime celebration. The Rev. Gary 

Schuschke of St. Luke Lutheran Church, Oviedo is well 

known for his Luther presentation, and we are blessed to 

have him join us that day. Housing is needed for Pastor 

Schuschke the evening of Saturday, August 26th; if you 

can house him, please contact Pastor Pfeffer. Then, in 

September, will we have a screening of the new major 

motion picture release of LUTHER: The Idea That Changed 

the World. This will be shown in Fellowship Hall as our Sep-

tember movie night, and you are ENCOURAGED to invite 

a friend to join you for this very special event.   

Blessing of the  

Backpacks 
 

Kids in school need the  
prayers and support of  
this community of faith!  

So, KIDS—bring your 
backpacks to church for 
a very special blessing on 
 

August 6th!  

On Sunday, July 30, we will take time during our 

morning (9:15) worship to recognize and pray for those 

who teach and serve in our school system. We are so 

blessed to have so many teachers and staff as a part of 

Hope, and as they begin another academic year, it is 

only right that we ask God’s blessings on them as they 

witness to the hope that is in them to their students 

and fellow staff. (Please—if you will be school staff 

during this upcoming 2017-18 academic, and your 

name is not listed, contact the Church Office. 

Calling all public school 

Teachers & Staff!... 

Ben Albano 
Kristin Attalla 
Kassi Dennis 
Brenda Engel 

Mary Jo Flamm 
Tammy Garcia 
Tami Hastings 

Donna Koren 
John Koren 

Tim Matthews 
Jason Pfeffer 

Jesilynn Pfeffer 
Lynn Reagin 

Meghan Trivunovich 



NEWS FROM THE UNITED FOOD BANK 
OF PLANT CITY: 

 
May was another busy month for our United Food Bank, a total of 
920 families were served which translates into 2143 people assisted. 
The Food Bank was blessed with 100, 310 pounds of food that came 
into the food bank as 93,085 pounds were distributed to those in 
need.  

The Food Bank is currently in the 
midst of the Children's Nutrition 
Program in which food products 
for breakfast & lunch are provided 
to families that receive free or 
reduced lunches during the 
school year.  To qualify, families 
must have a referral from the 
guidance office at their school. 
Donations of “KID FRIENDLY” 
food is always appreciated during 
this time (peanut butter, jelly, 
cereal, mac n cheese etc.) You 
can always bring your donations 
to the Food Bank or to Hope.   

3rd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 
6th 
6th 
7th 
9th 
9th 
11th 
11th 
11th 
12th 
12th 
12th 
13th 
13th 
15th 

Millie Wetz 
Michael Lintz 
Linda Carter 
Marilyn Taylor 
Mike George 
Cyndi Jones 
Sue Hartman 
Shirley Dawley 
Bobby Martin 
Sabrina Cotton 
Erika Grosskopf 
Katrina Grosskopf 
Sandy Kerr 
Jeff Reaume 
Flint Seth 
Susan Burtz 
Patrick Griffin 
Jessica Griffin 

18th 
18th 
19th 
19th 
19th 
20th 
20th
21st 
21st 
22nd 
25th 
25th 
25th 
26th 
27th 
27th 
29th 
29th 
31st 

Marion Engel 
Maggi Hutto 
Jeanne Gugel 
Beverly Mane 
Jacob Ahlers 
Gary Smith 
Curtis DeBord 
Lee Kimbrell 
Judy Landis 
Rita Gonzalez 
Linda Kelto 
Mark Stefanos 
Krystal Parrish 
Kassi Dennis 
Howard Brown 
Brandon Hastings 
Jason Bertsch 
Delani Warner 
Karen McKeachie 

1st 
1st 
6th 
11th 
18th 
24th 
27th 
30th 
31st 

Marvin & Nancy Zellers 
Wayne & Gloria Warner 
Jim & Kathy Drapp 
Jacob & Brandy Williams 
Jerry & Karen Cockwell 
Mack & Sheila Goethe 
Emad & Kristin Attalla 
Paul & Barbara Ahlers 
LeRoy & Jill Worthington 

61 
45 
21 
2 
53 
24 
4 
40 
19 

I want to thank everyone for all your love and support over the past four 
years! I am settling into my internship at Trinity Lutheran! Everyone here 
has been very welcoming here! It really reminds me a lot of Hope which 
will make this new experience a little easier! 
  

God’s Blessings, Skylar Smith 
150 Thane Street, Navasota, TX 77868 

skylarfsmith@gmail.com 

mailto:Skylarfsmith@gmail.com


Make checks payable to: HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Scrip orders will be in your church mailbox  

the Sunday after orders are due. 

ORDER TOTAL    

YOUR NAME:  

HOPE MEMBER 
NAME: 

 

Restaurant # Value Total $ 

Applebee's  $10 or $25  

Arby’s  $10  

Bob Evans  $20  

Burger King  $10  

Cheese Cake Factory  $25  

Chili's  $10 or $25  

Chipolte  $10  

Cracker Barrel  $25  

Denny’s  $10  

Dunkin Donuts  $10  

Golden Coral  $25  

Honey Baked Ham  $25  

Longhorn Steakhouse  $25 or $50  

Macaroni Grill  $25  

O’Charley’s  $25  

Outback Steakhouse  $25  

P.F. Chang  $25  

Panera Bread  $10 or $25  

Pizza Hut  $10  

Red Robin  $10 or $25  

Starbucks  $10 or $25  

Steak & Shake  $10  

Subway  $10 or $25  

Taco Bell  $10  

T.G.I. Fridays  $10 or $25  

Wendy’s  $10  

Grocery Stores # Value Total $ 

Albertsons  $25  

Sam’s Club  $25  

Winn Dixie  $50  

Gas Stations # Value Total $ 

BP  $50  

Chevron  $50  

Marathon  $25  

Mobil  $50  

Shell  $25 or $ 50   

Sunoco  $50  

Stores # Value Total $ 

Aeropostale  $25  

Amazon.com  $25  

AMC Theatres  $25  

Babies ’R’ Us  $10 or $25  

Barnes & Noble  $25  

Bath & Body Works  $10 or $25  

Bed, Bath & Beyond  $25  

Best Buy  $25  

Books-A-Million  $15  

CVS  $25  

Disney Store  $25  

Home Depot  $25  

iTunes  $25  

Jo Ann Fabrics   $25  

Kmart  $25  

Kohl’s  $25  

Lane Bryant  $25  

Lowes  $25 or $50  

Macy’s  $25  

Marshalls  $25  

Michaels  $25  

PetSmart  $25  

Ross Dress for Less  $25  

Staples  $25  

Target  $25  

Toys ‘R’ Us  $10 or $25  

Visa  $50  

Walgreens  $25  

WalMart  $10 or $25  

    

    

    

(OPTIONAL) 
YOUTH I AM SPONSORING: 

 

 Scrip Order Form 





Come and See...Worship with Us! 

can be heard EVERY Sunday  
at 7:30AM on 540AM 

 
 

Topics for this month: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2: "Serving in the Power of the Spirit" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Because Christ has paid our debt, we are no longer captive to sin 
but are free to live for others, in His name. (Romans 7:1-13) 
 

July 9: "Living as Christ's Person in Repentance and Faith" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Life out of control? Turn to God in repentance and faith. Let Him 
act before you do. (Romans 7:14-25) 
 

July 16: "The Power of a Spirit-Given Adoption!" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
God provides for your adoption into His family, by grace through 
faith in Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
(Romans 8:12-17) 
 

July 23: "Overcoming This World's Obstacles" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Despite all the world's brokenness, God has something better in 
store for us, through Christ. (Romans 8:18-25) 
 

July 30: "Confidence to Face Whatever Comes Our Way" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
No matter what life throws our way,  
God promises that His eternal purposes  
can never be thwarted. (Romans 8:28-39) 
  
 

WEDNESDAYS 
          at Hope 

6:30PM 
 

LIVING HOPE WORSHIP 
 

Our Wednesday  
evening worship  
continues this  
summer as we  
celebrate the  

goodness and mercy 
of our God in an  

alternative worship 
format and style.  

Holy Communion is 
celebrated each 

Wednesday. Join us for 
a relaxed, celebrative 
worship alternative! 

 

 

WORSHIP  
 

SUNDAYS 
9:15AM—Worship 

10:30AM—Family Bible Hour 
4:00PM—Spanish Worship 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30PM—Living Hope Worship 

 

 

ADULTS: GODCONNECTS: a Lutheran Hour Ministries video/

discussion series explaining the Christian faith in a way that makes it easy 
to invite a friend, family member, or church visitor. Plain language and 
helpful illustrations present God’s work of salvation in a concise manner; 
ideal for those with questions about sin, judgment, redemption, Jesus, the 
believer’s life, and more. This class is also great for anyone interested in 
becoming a member of Hope who has not been part of a Lutheran Church.  
Leader: Pastor Pfeffer 

 
YOUNG ADULTS & GRADES 7—12 

LIVE.BOLDLY: Join us in 2017, as we look and learn 

from Christians throughout the ages—from Abraham to 
Paul to Martin Luther—how to live boldly in Christ so that 
we may “continue to speak the word of God with bold-
ness” (Acts 4:31) in our everyday lives through actions 
and attitude in order to connect people to Jesus. 
#LiveBoldly Leader: Pastor Shea 
  

 
PRE-SCHOOL—GRADE 6 

Join us each week as we ex-
plore the many blessings and 
opportunities God gives us. 
Leaders: various 
  

 



813-752-4622 Office 

813-707-1244 fax 

 

hopelutheranpc@gmail.com 

www.hopeplantcity.com 

Hope Lutheran Church  
2001 N.  Park Road  
Plant City, FL 33563 

Rev. Dean Pfeffer 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Shea Pennington 

Associate Pastor 
 

Rev. Miguel Sanabria 
Spanish Ministry 

 
Christine Mansell 
Director of Music 

 
Lyn Senkarik 
Deaconess 

 
Joyce Van Matre, RN 

Parish Nurse 
 

Jessica Griffin 
Church Secretary 

Jesus loves you! 

Our Sunday morning sermons are available at 

www.hopeplantcity.com/sermon  

Vacation Bible School  
Classes for ALL ages—Preschool thru Adult! 

 Register Now! 
www.HopePlantCity.com 

  

mailto:HopeLutheranPC@gmail.com
http://hopeplantcity.com/
mailto:hopepcpastor@gmail.com
mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com
mailto:migueldarios@hotmail.com
mailto:christine.mansell@live.com
mailto:dlsen46@msn.com
mailto:richjoy65@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:hopepcsecretary@gmail.com
http://www.hopeplantcity.com/sermon
https://vbsmate.com/events/HopePlantCity/14391

