
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

MEETING 
May 21, 2017 





 



 

VOTERS MEETING AGENDA 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

May 21, 2017 
 

Opening Prayer – Pastor Pfeffer 
 

Roll Call – (visual count) need 10% for quorum 
 

Approval of the Minutes – Liz Pfeffer 
    November 13, 2016 

 

Membership Matters – Pastor Pfeffer 
 

Approval of Ministry Reports 
 Senior Pastor 
 Associate Pastor 
 President 
 Past President 
 Vice President 
 Elders 
 Deaconess 
 Christian Growth and Discipleship 
 Fellowship 
 Health 
 Missions & Outreach 
 Music 
 Stewardship and Human Care 
 Trustees 
 Youth 
 
Financial Report –Dodie Walker & Daniel Pfeffer 
 
Old Business  
 

New Business 
 Building Committee Update 

 

Adjournment and Closing Prayer – Pastor Shea



 

Voter’s Meeting 
November 13, 2016 

 
Before the start of the meeting, Past President shared the congregations “Hooray Time” for the month. This month 

we celebrated the fellowship and all the volunteers for the Annual Turkey Supper! In President Ken Hartmann’s and 

Vice President Tom Whitehurst’s absence, Past President Tom Reagin opened the meeting. A visual count (10% 

needed for a quorum) was done. It was determined that the quorum was met. Pastor Pfeffer opened with those in 

attendance saying the prayer in unison from the Lutheran Service Book (page 305). The minutes from the regularly 

scheduled Voter’s meeting of May 22, 2016 were presented. Carl Bergner made a motion to approve the minutes 

as presented. Mack Goethe seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 

Past President Reagin asked for any questions or comments in regard to the Ministry Reports presented in the 

packet. George Hayes made a motion for the reports to be accepted as presented. Dodie Walker seconded. All in 

favor, motion carried. 

Financial Report – Dodie Walker presented the financial report. Past President Tom Reagin asked for any questions. 

Ernie Reaume made a motion to accept the financial report as presented. Carl Bergner seconded.  All in favor, 

motion carried. 

Old Business: 

o None 

New Business: 

o Blue Print for Missions and Ministry – Past President Tom Reagin opened the floor for any questions. After 

a few queries, Mike McMinn made a motion to accept the 2017 Blue Print for Mission and Ministry as 

presented. Ernie Reaume seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 

o Hope Building Committee – A forum for the congregation will be held during Family Bible Hour on 

December 4th in Fellowship Hall. 

o Past President Tom Reagin presented the 2017 Officers and Ministry Teams. Todd Warner made a motion 

to accept the slate as presented. Mack Goethe seconded. All in favor, motion carried.   

o Pastor Pfeffer brought the following three Synodical changes forward to the congregation for approval: 

o Constitutional Amendment A – Amends Articles B and XII 10 B to remove “assistant pastors” form 

the list of “advisory members (only.)” 

o Constitutional Amendment B – Amends Article IV by inserting, after “Synod,” the words “in 

convention is empowered to had has formed corporate entities which.” 

o Constitutional Amendment C – Amends Article XI E2 to replace instances of “Synod” with “The 

Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod includes both the Synod formed by this Constitution and the 

Missouri corporation formed by the Synod.” 

Sheila Goethe made a motion to accept these changes as presented. George Hayes seconded. All in 

favor, motion carried. 

With no other business, a motion was made by Todd Warner to adjourn the meeting. Mack Goethe seconded. All in 

favor, motion carried. 

Pastor Shea closed with a prayer from the Lutheran Service Book done in unison with the congregation. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Liz Pfeffer, Secretary 
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 I.N.I 

REPORT OF THE SENIOR PASTOR 

MAY 2017 
 
All praise and thanks to God, the Father now be given! What better words can I, your Pastor, use to share the 
many and various ways in which our great God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit is blessing the mission and 
ministry of Hope Congregation? Since our last gathering in November, we have witnessed the power of God at 
work through the water and word at Holy Baptism, we have joined together to have our sins forgiven and faith 
strengthened in His Supper, we have seen our average weekly attendance and giving raise slightly above last 
year’s, as ministry take place here and in our community on a daily basis. We are TRULY about the business of 
being our Lord’s Church at this place and time. God has blessed us to be a blessing to others as we reach out 
with the precious Gospel message. 
 
As I look back since our last meeting, I do so in awe at how God is truly blessing this congregation as we move 
forward in mission and ministry in this part of His vineyard known as Plant City, Florida. So often I find myself 
amazed when I should not be at what God is doing with us and among us. You see, I fall into the same trap 
many of you do, I don’t always see God for how big and powerful He really is. I always need to be reminded 
that the God we serve is beyond anything we can ever imagine and that when we view ministry and mission 
on our terms we are bringing God down to what we think He should be. Instead, we should look at the mission 
and ministry He has given us in his eyes and through His eyes. 

 
It is truly amazing, as we met this time last year, we spoke about what life at Hope would be like with 2 
pastors serving God’s people. By and large, Hope, I think the transition has been rather smooth but we are still 
adjusting. You see, there will always be things that crop up that were handled one way, but now require a new 
of thinking and doing. As Pastor Shea and I continue to work out the “kinks” we pray your patience and 
assistance as together we strive united in the vision to LIVE! BOLDLY and Connect People to Jesus! Let me 
remind you of what I shared with you in my report to you in May, 2016: “Let me encourage you to look at his 
new relationship almost like a new marriage…there is that period of time of adjustment, discovery, growth 
and maturity…Will everything happen overnight? Absolutely not…just like a marriage does not mature 
overnight, neither does the relationship between two pastors or pastor and congregation. It all takes time. 
BUT, I am convinced that God has brought us all together as pastors and people to declare the praises of Him 
who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light and God will bless us all! The simple fact we have to 
keep in mind through all this ahead of us is that change is inevitable…growth is an option. How we face these 
changes will affect how we see and perceive kingdom growth in Plant City and beyond.”  

 
I am so excited to share that our Building Committee has been hard at work doing their homework in 
anticipation of bringing a feasibility study of our campus to you in the very near future. Our community is 
growing. Just try to drive on Alexander Street or 92 and you experience the growth yourself! The question is 
how we respond to that growth. We have 2 options: One is to put our head and the sand and adopt the “build 
it and they will come” approach. Two is a far better option that we see this growth as God using us to build His 
kingdom and Connect People to Jesus! To be active and involved in our community and in our communities to 
take those opportunities that God gives us to do 3 critical things: INVITE! INVITE! and INVITE! We simply 
cannot and should not settle when we talk with people we know and people we love who are not in a 
relationship with Jesus. Through our Baptism, we are called to be “fishers of men.” Drop your poles in the 
water, the fish are hungry—in fact the fish are starving! The good news, is that Jesus only asks us to do the 
fishing, Jesus does the cleaning of the fish!  You know, I hear so many in our beloved Synod say how that want 
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our LCMS to be our “grandfather’s church.” Well my sainted grandfather has been home with the Lord for 16 
years now so his church is the church triumphant. I want our church to be my grandson’s church and your 
grandchildren’s church. If we fail to take the torch of the Reformation out of this place and into the 
community we will have failed to pass the Gospel to future generations. But mind you…in passing that torch it 
does NOT mean we compromise or change that which we believe, teach and confess as Lutheran Christians. 
We always have and always WILL preach Christ crucified! 

 
I can’t tell you how critically important it is for us as a congregation to continue being present in our Plant City 
community. We simply cannot afford, as the people of God, to hide behind the walls of this place and not be 
seen and heard in our community. Remember, the church is people…the building is just the place we meet 
and call “the church.” But the church is people and we are called to be the church at home, work, school, golf 
course, gym etc. It takes all of us to be a part of Plant City to have a positive impact in our community. It is 
exciting that SO MANY of our members are participating in feeding the homeless in our community. By sharing 
these blessings with those in need, we are the face of Jesus to those whom we feed each month. Remember, 
we don’t do what we do to be noticed or for praise…we do all things to glorify our God and Father! That and 
that alone is our motivation. To that, let me thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve in our 
community as a board member of our United Food Bank, in the Daybreak Rotary Club, as Chairman of our 
Plant City YMCA, as an Ambassador in our Plant City Chamber of Commerce and to serve as Circuit Visitor for 
our Winter Haven Circuit and with your blessing, I will seek a 3rd and final term as Circuit Visitor this fall. 
Thanks also to Cindy Kemp who represents Hope at the Pregnancy Care Center of Plant City on their board of 
directors. Thank you to the many ladies of Hope who volunteer at South Florida Baptist Hospital. Saints of 
God, the only way we will impact Plant City with the Gospel is if we are in the world, and not of the world…in 
other words DON’T HIDE YOUR LIGHT UNDER A BUSHEL! Remember, a city on a hill cannot be hidden.  

 
Well, you knew at some point I was going to hit stewardship…and here it is. Realize this…EACH one of us is a 
steward-manager of the gifts that God has given to us. My question to you is simple…do you give God of your 
first fruits? Do you give God what is left over after paying bills, entertainment, etc.? Do you give God a weekly 
tip for “good service” as you would a server at Outback?  The truth of the matter is we are to give God of our 
first fruits…just imagine with me if every giving member of this congregation gave 10% to support the mission 
and ministry of Hope. WOW would we ever be engaged and enabled to be about our Master’s business. Our 
financial report today is comforting indeed. But that does NOT mean we should slack off on our giving to the 
Lord and His church. No, all the more as we increase our ministry to reach our community and Connect them 
to Jesus! As I have shared before, God has some tremendous work for us to do here…and He wants ALL of us 
to be part expanding that kingdom in this vineyard of Plant City. But, there is more to stewardship then just 
the dollars and cents. Yes, there is our time and talents. Are you using your time and talents to further the 
kingdom? Many of our ministry teams need additional hands to accomplish the work God has given them. But 
not just our teams…we ALWAYS need greeters, ushers, readers, choir members, Stephen Ministers and the 
like…again, it takes everyone working together to build the kingdom. It is sad to say that when we are in need 
of ushers or greeters or readers or altar guild we should not have to beg and plead for willing servants…and 
then come up empty handed. Our hearts should move us to respond to the Gospel call and say “Here am I!”   

 
Just before Easter some of our members gave of their time to clean every crack in our pews and wash each 
pew. You would be amazed at some of the “junk” that was uncovered. It really is amazing that we do not think 
twice about leaving our candy/gum wrappers, dirty tissues, etc. stuffed into the hymn racks or pews. Let me 
ask, what if Jesus came to your home and when He left, you found gum wrappers and dirty tissues tucked in 
the sofa for you to clean up? This is God’s House and we are the caretakers of this house and His house should 
be a place of pride and joy for us to care for. We ask, please help us care for God’s house…if you see trash, 
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pick it up, don’t bring coffee, etc. into the sanctuary that can stain the carpeting, and please, throw your trash 
away following service. These little steps can prove to be big ones when we all work together.  

 
Let me commend to you our AWESOME STAFF! God has truly blessed this congregation with a staff that is 
truly the best! I know that I would be lost without the assistance and leadership of those whom God has 
assembled in this place—Pastor Shea, Christine Mansell (serving here at Hope for almost 45 years!), Jessica 
Griffin (my right and left arms), Joyce Van Matre, Lyn Senkarik, Tracy MacDonald and our extended staff of 
Ellen Whitehurst leading choir, Donna Koren who directs our bells, Barbara Ahlers for her Praise Team 
leadership, Chuck Sullivan for his efforts at keeping our facilities clean, and Pastor Miguel who leads our 
Spanish worship. What a blessing it is to come to Hope every day and serve side by side with these willing 
servants—we are BLESSED! Also, please allow me this opportunity to thank God for my family especially for 
Liz, who has been by my side not just as a wife but as my beloved partner in ministry—I would be lost were it 
not for her love and support! 34 years of marriage 23 of which have been in ministry. Believe me, there is no 
way a man can accomplish these tasks as Pastor without the love and support of his wife. God has blessed me 
in this ministry at Hope more than I deserve and way more than I can ever thank Him for all He has given and 
done for me. The opportunities placed before each of us are as endless as God’s love and power to accomplish 
them. When and as we work side by side as one body in our Lord you will truly experience the same JOY in 
ministry that I have and do experience. However, let me share with you, that our Deaconess, Lyn Senkarik has 
asked for and received a leave of absence for personal reasons. During this time, as a trained Stephen leader, I 
will work with our Stephen Ministry as best I can to keep this vital ministry moving and growing, look to and 
leaning on both Libby Voigtmann and Lyn Senkarik and our current ministers for assistance.  
 
Our mutual ministry here at Hope reaches out and touches many families with the Gospel who otherwise 
might live in darkness. I urge you, in the Gospel, to let this place shine with the light of the Gospel. Let this 
place be a beacon of light in a sin darkened world. Let this be the place of refuge in our sin sick, strife torn 
world. Let this be the place where the residents of Plant City can continue to come to hear the Gospel 
proclaimed in truth and our Lord’s sacraments administered in their purity. Let this church continue to be a 
mission church with each member a missionary about the task of sharing the Gospel as together we, 

 
Rejoice in the Lord always! 

 
 

REV. DEAN R. PFEFFER, Senior Pastor 
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 I.N.I 

REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

MAY 2017 
 
Christ is Risen! He has Risen, Indeed! Alleluia! What a JOY it is to proclaim those words, to have celebrated 
this Easter with my beloved family of Hope! A few months will mark one year...already one year, I can hardly 
believe it…since God has so graciously called me back to Hope. The first of many, many years to come. Many 
Christmas and Easter celebrations to come. Alleluia! Years focused and faithful to Connecting People to Jesus. 
This is our mission. Our blessed purpose. For our Risen Lord, who unleashed His limitless love and saving grace 
upon this world…upon us, has unleashed us into this mission field of Hillsborough County to share and show 
His love and grace. 
 
Our whole life is marked by this mission. With missional feet, we go out into our community ready to proclaim 
the Gospel. With missional ears, we listen to God’s Word and are attentive to what’s happening in the lives of 
those around us. With missional eyes, we look for what God’s up to in lives of people and we seek those in 
need. With missional mouths, we proclaim the Hope we have in Christ, we tell the story of how our lives have 
been transformed by Jesus. Reaching out with missional hands to those God has placed into our lives, touching 
them with the love and grace our Risen Lord and Savior.  So what are you doing still reading this pastor’s 
report? Let’s Get up and Go back into the mission field and join together as one in Boldly Connecting People 
to Jesus! (#LiveBoldly #Unleashed) 

 
As we continue to connect people to Jesus we must be boldly connected to Jesus. So transition into summer, 
as school ends and vacations begin, it is vital that we remain connected. Connected to Christ’s Word. 
Connected to Christ’s true body and true blood. Connected to Christ’s Church. Summer is a great time to 
disconnect from work, from school, from technology but it’s not a time to disconnect from Jesus nor His body 
the Church. So this summer let’s band together in encouraging and aiding one another in staying connected. 
Being plugged in prayer, wired to the Word, connected to Christ no matter where we go or what we are doing. 
On vacation bring your bible, attend a Sunday Service. Wake up and watch the sun rise. Start your vacation in 
prayer. Spend some time on vacation in the Word and truly be refreshed and revitalized. And when your 
vacation ends come back revved up and ready to boldly connect people to Jesus! Revved up and ready for 
“Mighty Fortress” Vacation Bible School 2017, July 24-28! Because “In JESUS, the Victory is Won!” 

 
Coming up on a year in ministry I must tell you Hope, Thank You! Thank you so much for calling me as your 
Associate Pastor. Praise be to Jesus. Thanks be to God for you, Hope! In these past months some of you have 
shared how God has graciously used me to make a blessed difference in your life. It means so much to hear 
you say that. And I want you to know, Hope, how God has worked so wonderfully through you to bless my life. 
Your kindness and care comforts me, your love warms my heart, your drive and dedication to reaching out 
into our community inspires me, your fire for mission fans the flame of ministry within me, your constant and 
consistent prayer uplifts my soul, your commitment to live according to God’s word and will strengthens me. 
This is just a taste of how God has worked through you to impact and encourage my life and ministry. Thank 
You, my beloved Hope! 

 
In this near past year as your Associate Pastor I have had the privilege of working with such a magnificent 
staff, elders, ministry team members, and especially Senior Pastor.  Truly, “As iron sharpens iron” (Provers 
27:17) so has Pastor Pfeffer sharpened me, and continues to sharpen me.  His reflection of The Good 
Shephard perpetually inspires and teaches this young pastor what it really means to be a good and faithful 
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shepherd. I have the joy of witnessing and working with the very talented, creative and hardworking, Jessica 
Griffin.  Bulletins, newsletter, invite cards you’ve seen her works of art. And when you see her, please, tell her 
“thank you,” because she fulfills so splendidly her vocation of Secretary. We are blessed to have her. And we 
are blessed to have Christine, our Music Director; Joyce, our Parish Nurse; Lyn, our Deaconess.  

 
Blessed by Christine’s playing and passion, which orchestras our congregation to fill the sanctuary with singing, 
especially those extra verses that provide us with an extra opportunity to praise Jesus’ name. Blessed by Joyce 
who constantly reminds us through her own care that our bodies are a temple of God and instill in us to take 
care of our bodies’ health and well-being. Blessed by Lyn’s mercy ministry reaching out to those hurting in our 
congregation and community and leading them to Jesus. Touching them with the good news of Jesus Christ, 
speaking words of Hope in Christ. 

 
I have had the honor of working with Elders, who remain steadfast in Christ, who walk by faith and not by 
sight, whose own courage in Christ help make me brave.  The honor of working with Ministry Teams in boldly 
connecting people to Jesus. With Mission, feeding people physically and spiritually with the Word. With 
Human care in making love baskets for shut-in members to bring comfort and joy in their lives. Trustees, who 
keep our campus functioning and beautiful. Health team who’s dedicated to keeping the temple of our bodies 
functioning and beautiful. Fellowship who helps draw us closer together as we draw closer to God. Christian 
Growth who strives in making disciples of all nations and all ages, who provides us with ‘Egg-tastic’ fun. And 
who will lead us into ‘Mighty’ fun this summer at VBS!  And I have especially had the honor of working with 
Youth Ministry team. 

 
It’s been spectacular working with the Youth Ministry team. We work well together. We communicate well. 
We show up and ready and willing to work together. And together we planned numerous fellowship and 
servant events for Hope’s Youth.  From roller skating to feeding the hungry, middle school gatherings to high 
school gatherings, hockey games (#GoBolts) to youth group, and yes even an all-night, 8pm-8am Youth Lock-
In.  The Youth Ministry team has banded together to help nurture a heart of service and fellowship among our 
Youth. To train them to always be prepared to give an answer for the Hope they have within (1 Peter 3:15), 
and articulate that answer with friends and peers. 

 
One thing I want to highlight, because I am so proud of Hope’s Youth, is the Lock-In. Not only did our Youth 
invite, invite, invite their friends. They came. They welcomed one another. And most of all, they washed each 
other’s feet. Our theme for the Lock-In was “Saved to Serve” from John 13, where Jesus washing His disciples 
feet and says to them “I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you” (John 
13:15). And after I washed some of their feet, and asked them to do likewise. I expected resistance, but rather, 
some of the Youth immediately stepped up to serve. And they all willingly washed one another’s feet. Thanks 
be to God! For he has blessed us with faith-filled youth. (Check out photos on Facebook or in Youth 
Newsletter). 

 
And two Sunday’s ago, three of our youth were confirmed. You remember that. What a wonder God has 
worked in their lives. What a joy it is to have Andrew, Jules and Joslin join us at the Lord’s Supper and eat and 
drink with us the victory feast of our God.  May Andrew, Jules and Joslin continue to “trust in the Lord with all 
their heart and lean not on their own understanding” (Provers 3:5), “take refuge in the shadow of [the Lord’s] 
wings until the disaster has passed” (Psalm 57:1b), and remain in the confidence we have in approaching God, 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us” (1 John 5:14). Pastor Pfeffer and I are proud of them 
and look forward to confirmation next year with Keaira, Thomas, Scarlett, and Bryan! 
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Recently in these past few months, we’ve begun a Young Adult Fellowship at Starbucks every Monday 
evening. And though the group may be small we are building up disciples who are equipped, empowered, and 
ready to go and make disciples. To help grow our discipleship we have been going through a book called, 
Loved and Sent by Jeff Cloeter. One way this book helps grow our discipleship is by prepare us to communicate 
our faith in a clear, concise, consistent and compelling way. Clear by communicating the heart of the message. 
Concise by keeping it short and sweet. Consistent by centering the message in Christ. Compelling by boldly 
proclaiming in a meaningful way what it is about Jesus that makes His news so great.  Thus, our Young Adult 
are training to boldly share their faith in a way that resonates with lives of their peers, right where those peers 
are and specific to what they are going through. 

 
Hope, I could go on for days of how blessed I am to be your Associate Pastor. Blessed to partner with Pastor 
Pfeffer. I look forward to so many years…so many years of mission and ministry with you. Years focused and 
faithful to Boldly Connecting People to Jesus! 

 
He has Risen, Indeed! Alleluia! 

Pastor Shea 
REV. SHEA R. PENNINGTON, Associate Pastor 
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GOD’S VISION FOR MINISTRY AT HOPE: 

 

THE MISSION OF HOPE IS... 

 

 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 
November, 2016—April, 2017 

 
Additions: 

Larry & Connie Harsh 
Joslin Kinkead 
Jules Kinkead 
Beverly Mane 
Kristin Mercier, Devan, Cyrus, Sydney & Tristan 
Rick & Carol Nilles  
Brooks Seufzer 
April Walkenhorst 

 
Deletions: 
 Dick & JoAnne Hoag (transfer—Our Redeemer, MI) 

Church Triumphant: 
Joyce Brewer 
Wally Clissold 
Beverly Dahlke 
Gordon Jaenecke 
Johnnie Shumaker 
 

 
Total Additions:        13 
Total Deletions:      7 
TOTAL                    +6 

 
Current Statistics (as of April 30th): 

Baptized: 410                    Communicant: 362                    Associate: 19                    Voters: 316 
 
 

 

TO REACH THE PEOPLE  

OF OUR COMMUNITIES 

WITH THE 

LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST 

AND THE INVITATION FOR 

CELEBRATIVE WORSHIP, 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH, 

AND 

SERVICE TO OTHERS IN HIS NAME. 
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President’s Report 
 
  (Not Submitted) 

 
 

 
 
Vice President’s Report 
 
Greetings to my Hope family, 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you and Hope as your Vice President this first half of 2017. 
And thanks be to God (and Tom’s doctors) that I wasn’t made your President to soon!!!  I also want to thank 
Ken for helping me with my duties while Tom recovered. May he continue to recover and serve as our 
President. 
 
While I am thanking people, I want to thank everyone for their continued contributions of love and gifts and 
talents. From the smallest of greetings and smiles to the significate contributions of time and money, all of you 
are what has made Hope such a special place and will continue to make Hope what it is. Churches, like Hope 
and many others, are the places of light and love in a dark world. I want to encourage all of you to continue to 
be that light! I encourage each of you to find those opportunities, either here at Hope or in Plant City or 
further out into the world, to be that LIGHT as we all Connect People to Jesus!  
 

Your bother in Christ, 
Patrick Griffin 

 

 
 
Past President’s Report 
 
  (Not Submitted) 
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Elders Ministry Team Report 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Over the first five months of our church year in 2017 we have had many mission opportunities “to Connect 
People to Jesus.” Have you participated in any of those mission opportunities on or off our campus? If you 
have not, I would encourage you to do so. 
 
The Elders Ministry Team mission opportunity was the Easter Breakfast. We were able to raise funds to help 
support the upcoming VBS program this summer. VBS is another large mission opportunity for our church and 
one that you can be very involved in. Please put our VBS program on your prayer list NOW so that we can 
connect those children and parents to Jesus. 
 
Of course, not all mission opportunities to Connect People to Jesus happen on our campus or at one of our 
ministry events. You can Connect People to Jesus on the golf course, in the grocery store, at work  or school—
wherever the opportunity presents itself. Believe me when I tell you that the Lord will put those opportunities 
in front of us all and we have to be bold enough to proclaim His great news. 
 

Connecting People to Jesus together, 
Todd Warner 

 

 
 
Deaconess Report 
 
Stephen Ministry: 
Stephen Ministry has two main purposes: 1) to walk with people in the time of need or crisis, and 2) to lead 
people to a closer walk with the Lord—maybe their first walk with Him. Actually, every member of Hope is 
involved—some recommend, some pray, some support and some listen. Every person we know is in crisis, 
reaching the end of a crisis or about to enter a new time of crisis—it’s part of the human experience. Stephen 
Ministers are willing to walk with that person in that time of need—not one of us should be alone—it’s not 
necessary. A recent survey stated that 53% of our population have no one to talk to—no one to listen to their 
stories. How very sad… 
 
A heart of compassion and love for our Lord are only ‘requirements’ to become a Stephen Minister. Training 
classes are held once a year; each participant receives 50 hours of training in communication, life skills and 
Christian relationships. Prayerfully consider becoming part of this ministry. 
 
Stephen Ministry also sponsors receptions following a memorial service or a funeral in the Fellowship Hall. Our 
team members setup, serve and greet guests who may be attending our church for the first time. 
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This ministry seeks to serve our Lord with kindness and compassion for anyone who needs comforting and 
care—as He comforts and cares for us. 
 
GriefShare: 
It’s been our privilege to serve and meet each week those who are grieving the loss of a loved one. Grieving is, 
indeed, hard work, it is a suffocating pain often beyond description. GriefShare avoids no subject—it 
addresses the “why’s” and “how’s” and “what if’s” that each person questions. The support really comes from 
the people attending the class—they encourage and uplift one another; what helps them—what isn’t helpful 
to them. Many people find that they are becoming a different person in the process of healing—the Lord is 
the One who is the Healer. We so are blessed with faithful, caring facilitators who guide each participant 
toward a new day—a day when their joy will return. GriefShare resumed in August 2016, with two classes 
available—one on Tuesday morning and another on Tuesday evenings. Our Lord comforts us and then desires 
for us to comfort others in their time of sorrow and loss, as we have received comfort. Our goal is to do His 
will. We ask for your continued prayers for all the ministries of Hope Lutheran Church as we reach into our 
community and display the love of Christ Jesus. 
 
Just a note of true thanks to our dedicated facilitators: Lorie Hayes, Sally Niver-Kimbrell, Keith Schmidt and 
Todd Warner—what a blessings, each and every one!! Of course, we welcome you to join us—in His name. 
 
Surviving the Holidays: 
“Surviving The Holidays” is a special evening presented each November before the holiday season begins; an 
evening to prepare people to “survive” the season without being crushed by all the memories, demands and 
preparation. Please mark your calendar for Tuesday, November 22nd at 6:30 PM—all are welcome!  Bring 
neighbors, friends and even relatives! 
 
Thursday Morning Bible Class: 
An additional opportunity to seek to know our LORD in a more personal relationship—a place to comfortably 
ask questions, be in fellowship and be refreshed by His Word—class begins at 10:30 AM. 
 

In The Master’s Service, 
Lyn Senkarik, Deaconess 

 

 
 
Christian Growth and Discipleship Ministry Team Report 
 
The Christian Growth and Discipleship Ministry Team is privileged to guide the education of our church family 
and make sure they have the tools to “Connect People to Jesus.” We love being busy in the sharing of God’s 
word!  
 
Our Easter Egg-Stravaganza was a huge success with over 75 children between the morning service and the 
Spanish service, learning how Jesus died on the cross and rose again for our salvation. Everyone enjoyed the 
fabulous Easter Egg hunt for over 1,900 eggs. Many thanks to our wonderful congregation for laying those 
eggs for the children!    
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VBS plans are well underway with the theme being “A Mighty Fortress” which goes great with the 500th 
Anniversary celebration of Reformation! VBS will be July 24-28, 2017. We are looking for many people to assist 
again this year. You do not have to teach a class or lead a group to participate as we have many people who 
help us “behind the scenes.” This is for all ages so please do not hesitate and say “there is nothing I can do.” 
We need your help! 
 
Summer Sunday School plans are in the works and will start in June. Sunday School is an important part of our 
walk with God. We are looking for volunteers to assist with the summer program. Please see me if you are 
interested. Don’t take a vacation from Sunday School this summer!  
 
I would like to end with a huge thank you to our congregation. Without the gifts of your time, talent, and 
money we would not be able to have the wonderful ministries we do that help us “Connect People to Jesus!” 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Nora Trivunovich 

 

 
 
Fellowship Ministry Team Report 
 
Your Fellowship Ministry Team Activities: 

o December 3, 2016 – Advent Tea 

o February 11, 2017 – Rustic Country Valentine Celebration; delivered meals to the shut-ins 

o April 2, 2017 Church Picnic – served about 120 people at the picnic 

o May 21, 2017 – Voter’s Meeting Pot Luck 

 
In September, we will be hosting a movie night or game night. 
 
There will be another Voters’ Meeting at the end of the year, and again in December we will be assisting with 
the Advent Tea. 
 
The Fellowship Ministry Team organizes various social events that encourage members to invite family, 
friends, and neighbors to Connect People to Jesus. 
 

God’s Blessings, 
Carol Walkenhorst 

 

 
 
Health Ministry Team Report 
 
We are a small team of 4 RNs and 1 pharmacist. Members include: Lyn Senkarik, Sally Kimbrell, Joyce Van 
Matre, and Richard Van Matre. During winter months we have assistance from Janet Reitzel in taking blood 
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pressures. We are available to assist with home visitation, hospital visits, nursing home facilities—both short 
term and long term. We are always interested to know if there are any RNs licensed in Florida who would like 
to be a part of our team. There are additional RNs in the congregation who may want to consider joining us in 
our efforts to “Keep Hope Healthy.” They would be most welcome! If you would like additional health 
information, please feel free to contact me either at church or at home at your convenience to discuss your 
concerns or questions. 
 
During hurricane season, we like everyone in the congregation to be aware of our “hurricane program” to 
serve those requiring people living in mobile homes or in low lying areas to evacuate. We ask for volunteers to 
open their homes to those evacuees until the storm passes. You may have seen the 2 sided form placed in the 
bulletin on Sundays during hurricane season. I will be happy to explain more to you if you have additional 
questions on how this works. What a blessing it is for all those families giving and receiving assistance in such a 
dire situation as a deadly hurricane! 
 
We have 2 AEDs on our campus. There is one in the narthex and one in the Fellowship Hall. Please consider 
taking a CPR class to become certified so that if the need arises, a life may be saved in an emergency situation. 
Please note you DO NOT need to be certified to use the AED in an emergency! 
 
The Blood Mobile comes to our campus periodically and donations are always needed. Please consider 
donating if you are able! 
 
Blood pressure screening is offered on the 2nd Sunday of every month at both services. Everyone knows that 
this screening is extremely important, so I would strongly recommend that you take advantage of this every 
month. It only takes a few minutes of your time. 
 
Hope’s Health Herald is written for your enjoyment and information on health issues every season (4 times 
per year).   
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Joyce Van Matre, RN, Parish Nurse 

 

 
 
Missions & Outreach Ministry Report 
 
Activities from November 2016 to the present: 

o Our monthly dinners for feeding the hungry are on the 4th Saturday of each month held at the Winter 
Visitor Center. 

o Bags of Hope were once again provided to the congregation for distribution to anyone in need. 
o Cookies for Christ project was held, distributing homemade cookies provided by the congregation, to 

the Post Office and the Armory. Much appreciated! 
o Mission & Outreach team provided and served the Advent Dinner on December 7, 2016. 
o Christmas gift packages were provided to individuals at our December 2016 dinner at the Visitor 

Center. 
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o Knights Elementary was once again our adopted school to supply the school nurse with first aid 
supplies and underwear for distribution at the beginning of the new year when supplies are diminished 
and the need is greatest. 

o Pastor Shea and the Youth did a fabulous job preparing and serving the March 2017 dinner for the 
Feeding at the Visitor Center. Hip, hip, hooray!!! 

o Mission & Outreach team provided and served the Lenten dinner on April 5, 2017.  
o On Easter Sunday, at both services, we handed out to each person in attendance, our laminated 

bookmarks featuring the beautiful Tree of Life mural by Becky Hartmann (mural painted on the side of 
our church building facing Park Rd). Extras are in the Church Office if needed.    

o Our 2017 "Sock it to me!" project was well received by our congregation and was greatly appreciated 
by all the recipients at our April Feeding. A Huge Thank You to Hope Congregation.  

 
Upcoming projects: 

o Adopting a Soldier (two young people in our congregation) 
o Providing pizzas for one of the Vacation Bible School dinners 
o Attending an upcoming Homeless Outreach Event in June, held by the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 

Department in Tampa, for future ideas and/or projects for our Team 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Will McMinn 

 

 
 
Music Ministry Report 
 
Spring is here and summer is on its way and, with our winter visitors going home, we return to one worship 
service on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. until next fall when we go back to two Sunday morning services. We 
continue with traditional worship on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, with a blend of contemporary 
music and traditional hymns on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays. Since our last report, Spanish worship has moved 
from 5:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the request of our Hispanic brothers and sisters in the Lord. Spanish musicians pre-
worship is at 3:30 every Sunday.  
 
With Lent and Easter behind us, we have returned to our contemporary Living Hope worship every 
Wednesday evening at 6:30. Hope’s Praise Team joyfully works together to learn, teach and lead 
contemporary praise and worship music to enhance our worship services. New music can be challenging for 
both the team and the congregation. As the songs become more familiar, however, the joy and 
meaningfulness of the words and music touch our hearts and lifts our souls as, over time, we have new 
favorites. At this time we thank Pat Bender for filling in on the keyboard for Christine Mansell who is away on 
a well-earned vacation. Also, thank you to David Booher for joining us on guitar for the picnic and during 
Christine’s and soon Barbara’s vacations, Raymond Adkins assisting on drums when Dallas can’t be with us, 
and also, Kristin Reagan helping with vocals when she is able. Not to mention the many hands that helped 
move sound equipment for outdoor worship for the picnic. Thanks, as always, to Dallas Cotton (who has 
become a wiz at setting up the soundboard outside) and to Lauren Matthews for their commitment and 
dedication sharing their talents over the years. Praise team practices are generally scheduled for 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday prior to blended Sunday worship services which fall 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sunday of the month. Practice 
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and pre-service music begin every Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. and a half-hour prior to worship on Sundays. If you 
have any questions, feel free to contact Christine Mansell or Barbara Ahlers. 
 
Hope, for a small congregation, is blessed with loads of musical talent, and that from an intergenerational pool 
of willing souls. The “Jubilation Singers” choir, directed by Ellen Whitehurst, had a wonderful season and will 
sing one more time (June 4 for Pentecost) and then take a break until fall. All are welcome to join. If Pastor is 
looking for “special” music over the summer, it will be posted in the bulletin and we’d love to have a “pick-up” 
choir like last year with lots of the youth helping. Regular choir practices will resume the first Monday after the 
start of the school year. The bell choir has also had a tremendous year, lifting us up with their beautiful 
sounds. Led by Donna Koren, “Hope Ringers” include confirmation age through adult providing special music 
once a month as well as seasonal special music. Their final special presentation will be May 21st. Practices are 
every Wednesday through the school year at 5:30 p.m. Other special music includes the joyous piano/organ 
duets of Christine and Pat, the beautiful solos by Kristin Reagin, not to mention brass instrumentalists 
Raymond Adkins, Ryan Venrick, and Ellen Whitehurst. 
 
We give thanks and glory to God for drawing all His children together to hear His Word, receive His 
Sacraments, be uplifted, sing His praises, experience His blessings, and go forth to share those blessings with 
others and “connect people to Jesus.” 
  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Barbara Ahlers, Pat Bender, Donna Koren, Ellen Whitehurst, and Christine Mansell 

 

 
 
Stewardship & Human Care Ministry Team Report 
 
Human Care has had many opportunities to Connect People to Jesus. 
 

o Teddy Bear Sunday: We collected 170 bears to be used by the Plant City Police Department, 
Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office, and LIVE (the LCMS Student Ministry at UCF). These bears will 
bring comfort to people. 

o Love Baskets: We made and distributed baskets containing small personal items, cards, stamps, and 
word search books to our shut-ins. They were very well received. 

o Baby Bottle Drive: We will hand out the baby bottles on Mother’s Day, May 14th. Please fill these 
bottles with loose change. Bottles will be returned on Father’s Day, June 18th. This benefits The 
Pregnancy Care Center of Plant City. 

 
Thank you for your generous and continued support. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Sandra Howell 
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Trustees Ministry Team Report 
 
The Trustees have continued to meet the first Saturday of the month for work days. Recent projects that have 
been completed include: Convert one unused restroom into a storage room, weeding and mulching, removal 
of 3 dead tree/shrub stumps, tree trimming, pew repairs, sign repairs, plumbing repairs, and other general 
repairs. 
 

We have compiled a list of work items. If you know of a maintenance problem or would like to suggest a work 
item(s), please feel free to email it to Dave Booher at structdb@gmail.com or leave a note in his mailbox. 
 

We are planning at least 1 congregational work day on October 14 in preparation for the Reformation 
celebration. Projects planned for that day include: cleaning and polishing pews, general cleaning and touch up 
painting in the sanctuary, cleaning and painting in the Parish Hall and Restrooms, cleaning, weeding and 
mulching around the campus. Mark your calendars. We would appreciate all the help we can get. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
David Booher 

 

 
 
Youth Ministry Team Report 
 
In December, the Youth enjoyed several gatherings to celebrate the holidays, such as a youth Christmas Party 
and A New Year’s Eve Night Time Celebration. The youth also assisted with filling bags of Goodies for the 
Pregnancy Care Center to give to women in need of a holiday surprise. 
 

Our H.S. Youth participated in the Florida/Georgia Youth Gathering located at Daytona Beach. The opportunity 
to meet youth and youth leaders from around the district was uplifting. This included a fun tug-o-war right on 
the beach facilitated by Pastor Shea. Also that month, our Youth helped serve at Hope’s Valentines Singles 
Dinner.   
 

The First Youth Group @ Hope began in March, led by Pastor Shea. Spring Break gave youth the opportunity to 
roller skate at Skateland of Brandon during the Christian Music Skate Night. Some youth brought their friends. 
In the month of March youth also assisted with the Feeding in the Park. 
 

April began with the 2nd Youth Group event at Hope, as well as assisting with Wednesday night services. Youth 
also assisted with all Lenten services by greeting, ushering, and reading during the service. Our older youth 
helped hide the eggs during the Egg-Stravaganza and enjoyed a scavenger hunt designed by the Christian 
Growth Team. The Hope Lutheran Youth Lock-In was held April 28th-29th @Hope.   
 

In the month of May, the Youth assisted with preparations for the Hope Confirmation Day held May 7th. 
Congratulations to all the confirmands for their hard work. May 10th marked the beginning of the Summer 
Youth Group program. Many of our youth will participate in the Youth Rival Nerf Tag @ Grace in Winter Haven 
the end of this month. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Lynn Reagin

mailto:structdb@gmail.com
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Building Committee Report 
 
Since our last report, the Building Committee has been busy. We researched Property Assessment Companies 
and received quotes from three of them interested in doing business with us. After an extensive review, we 
selected PCA from Orlando to do our assessment. PCA, Inc. understands that the purpose of the property 
evaluation is to gather information as to the existing conditions of the buildings in order to make decisions 
regarding future building plans. The Building Committee felt they were the right people for our needs. As soon 
as we have their detailed report we will be sharing it with the congregation.   
 
We appreciate all the people who attended the Open Forum on Dec. 4th which gave us great feedback. Please 
know that we will use this feedback as we continue to explore our options. It is likely that we will continue to 
have these sessions so that we can communicate our status and continue to receive your thoughts on the 
direction of the project.   
 
Please continue to pray for the Building Committee that we all keep open hearts and minds as we listen to 
God's plan for Hope Lutheran Church. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Nora Trivunovich 

 

 
 

 
 


