
Welcome to Hope 
HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD 

Please turn off or silence your 

cell phone and NO food or 

drinks in the Sanctuary.  

SUNDAYS 
8:00 & 10:30AM—Worship 

9:15AM—Family Bible Hour 

4:00PM—Spanish Worship w/Communion 

 

LENTEN WEDNESDAYS 
5:15PM—Fellowship Dinner 

6:30PM—Lenten Worship 

 

*Parts of this worship are protected by copyrights by Concordia Publishing 
House, Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, The Fellowship 

Ministries, Inc., Augsburg Publishing and CCLI License #759305. We 
acknowledge and appreciate their generosity in sharing these items with us 

as a part of our praise and worship to Jesus Christ this day. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 

“Anchored in Christ, Empowered by the Spirit, Connecting People to Jesus” 
  

We are glad you are taking the time to worship our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with us this 

weekend! We pray God’s blessings on your worship and time spent among us at Hope Lutheran 

Church! We ask you to please take the time to fill in the Friendship pad (be sure to give us your name 

and address) and feel free to indicate any prayer concerns on the reverse side of the pad. We are a 

“Family-Friendly Church” and encourage the participation of children in our worship. However, we 

realize there are times when children can become disruptive to other worshipers, and for that reason 

there is a cry room located in the back of the church for your use. Children’s worship bags are 

available in the narthex for your use during the service (see an usher or elder). Please return the bag 

following the service to the “Worship Bag Tree.” We encourage you to join us for any and all 

activities at Hope in the week ahead! 
  

IMPORTANT NOTES: for the sanctity of our worship and the benefit of those around you, please 

refrain from excessive talking in the narthex and sanctuary, and turn off all cell phones, pagers, etc. 

Please time entrances and exits during congregational singing to minimize distraction to our 

worshipping community. Following our worship, please make every effort to leave God’s House just 

as you found it. Please do not bring coffee, cans of soda or bottled water into the sanctuary for your 

use before or even during the service. Also, please be sure to remove any “used” tissues from the 

pews or hymnal racks. Your help in keeping God’s house neat and clean will most certainly be 

appreciated! Thank you! 

Hope: Anchored in Christ 



SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT March 12, 2017 

 

Activities This Week at Hope: 
Sunday 3/12  Daylight Savings—Spring Ahead!   /   Florida Strawberry Festival (March 2-12) 
  Youth Scrip Orders Due 
 8:00 Worship 
 9:00 Blood Pressure Screening 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour (snacks: Drapp & Trivunovich) 
 10:30 Worship 
 11:30 Blood Pressure Screening 
 1:45 Human Care Ministry Tem Meeting 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Monday 3/13  Spring Break—Hillsborough County 
 9:00 Circuit Pastors @ Redeemer, Bartow 
 6:30 Choir 
 7:30 Young Adults @ Starbucks 

Tuesday 3/14  Spring Break—Hillsborough County 
 10:30 GriefShare 
 12:00 Deadline—Board of Directors’ Meeting Reports 
 6:30 GriefShare 
 7:00 Youth @ Skateland, Brandon 

Wednesday 3/15  Spring Break—Hillsborough County 
 12:00 Deadline—April Newsletter info & Calendar dates 
 5:15 Fellowship Dinner (Host: Human Care Ministry Team; Menu: Pasta, Salad, Bread & Dessert) 
 6:30 Worship 

Thursday 3/16  Spring Break—Hillsborough County 
 10:30 Bible Study 
 12:00 Zaycon @ Hope 
 6:30 Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Friday 3/17  Spring Break—Hillsborough County 

Sunday 3/19 8:00 Worship w/Communion 
 9:15 Family Bible Hour (snacks: open) 
 10:30 Worship w/Communion 
 3:00 Discovering Hope New Member Class 
 4:00 Spanish Worship w/Communion 

Worship Attendance/Communion: 
Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017 

Worship: 4:30: 38/38      6:30: 61/49 
 
 

Sunday, March 5, 2017: 
Worship: 8:00: 77/75      10:30: 83/72 

FBH: Adults: 46      Youth: 4      Children: 2 
Spanish Worship: 4:00: 25/12 

Offerings—General Fund: $8,222.25 

Stewardship Perspective: 
John 3:16 — “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 
This is perhaps the most well-known and well-beloved verse in the New Testament – and for good reason. This simple Gospel message is the 
foundation for our whole life – our new life in Christ. This new life is characterized by thankfulness and devotion to our Father who has 
provided for us so lavishly in Christ. 

Large Print editions of our Sunday worship folders are available from the ushers. If you are in need of one, don’t hesitate to ask!
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March 12, 2017 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Today we hear the wonderfully familiar “Gospel in a nutshell” from John 3. The first words of the 
passage say it well: “God so loved.” God is loving even when we are less than lovable. In the 
season of Lent, we see God’s love at work in the cross of Jesus. Here in worship, we receive 
God’s wonderful gifts that demonstrate His amazing love. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF BELLS 
 
PRELUDE AND MEDITATION    “In Christ Alone” 
The sanctuary is a place of meditation and preparation for worship. Therefore, as the prelude 
begins, we cease our conversations and quiet our hearts to converse silently with God.                       

 
OPENING SONG                  “In Christ Alone”                                 ABS (2) 42 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This cornerstone, this solid ground, Firm thro’ the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when striving cease. 

My comforter, my all in all, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

In Christ alone who took on flesh, Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, Scorned by the ones He came to save. 

Till on that cross, as Jesus died, The wrath of God was satisfied; 
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid. Here in the death of Christ I live. 

Continued on next page… 
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There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain; 
Then bursting forth in glorious day, Up from the grave He rose again. 

And as He stands in victory, Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine—Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, This is the pow’r of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. 

No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man, Can ever pluck me from His hand; 
Till He returns or calls me home, Here in the pow’r of Christ I stand. 

“In Christ Alone”, words and music by Keith Getty | Stuart Townend,  © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing), All rights Reserved. CCLI License No. 
759305 

 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: The LORD is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation. 
C: Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the righteous: 
P: “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, 
C: the right hand of the LORD exalts, the right hand of the LORD does 

valiantly!” 
P: O God our Father, we confess that we are by nature sinful and that we 

have turned away from Your commands. 
C: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
P: Forgive us for all that we have thought and said and done that is contrary 

to Your will and Your ways, and forgive us for times we have trusted in 
our own righteousness instead of relying on Your grace in Christ Jesus, 
our Redeemer. 

C: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 
P: Forgive us for times we have not been good stewards of Your great 

creation and for times we have been unwilling to help our neighbors as 
we ought. 

C: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. 
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put a new and right spirit 
within us. 

P: Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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P: May the God of peace sanctify you wholly. May your spirit, soul, and body 
be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 

C: Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE                  “Jesus Loves Me” 

I was lost, / I was in chains, / the world had a hold of me. 
My heart was a stone, I was covered in shame— when He came for me. 

 

(Pre-Chorus)     I couldn’t run, couldn’t run from His presence. 
I couldn’t run, couldn’t run from His arms. 

 

(Chorus)           Jesus, He loves me, He loves me, He is for me! 
Jesus, how can it be? He loves me, He is for— me! 

 

It was a fire / deep in my soul. / I’ll never be the same. 
I stepped out of the dark / and into the light / when He called—  

my name. 
 

(Repeat Pre-Chorus and Chorus) 
 

(Bridge)            He holds the stars, and He holds my heart /  
with healing hands that bear the scars. 

The rugged cross where He died for me, my only— hope, my ev’rything! 
(Chorus 2x) 

CCLI Song # 7028829 | Words and Music by Chris Tomlin, Reuben Morgan and Ben Glover 
© 2014 9t One Songs ǀ Ariose Music ǀ Hillsong Music Publishing ǀ S.D.G. Publishing | Sixsteps Songs | Worship Together Music  

All rights reserved.  www.ccli.com CCLI License # 759305 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us pray. O God, we give You glory because Your mercy does not 

change.  
C: Be gracious to all who have gone astray and turned to their own 

ways, 
P: and bring them again with repentant hearts and steadfast faith to 

embrace the unchangeable truth of Your Word, Jesus Christ,  
C: Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

http://www.ccli.com/
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SPECIAL MUSIC     “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 
Duet: David & Sandy Booher 

 
 
 

 SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT                                                           Genesis 12:1-9 (p.8) 

(The promise of God is made to Abram.) 
1Now the Lord said  to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 
house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those 
who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.”  4So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took 
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had 
gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the 
land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the 
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in 
the land. 7Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this 
land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From there he 
moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the 
name of the Lord. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
EPISTLE                                                            Romans 4:1-8, 13-17 (p.941)  

(The faith of Abraham, who believed God) 
1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 
2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift 
but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing 
of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7“Blessed are those 
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whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 8blessed is the man 
against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 13For the promise to Abraham and his 
offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through 
the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, 
faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no 
law there is no transgression. 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the 
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the 
adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 
father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. 
 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSE                                                                                            LSB 173 

 

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                John 3:1-17 (p.887) 

(Jesus teaches Nicodemus by night on being born again.) 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
C: (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This 
man came to Jesus  by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 
3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again  he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? 
Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter 
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the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind  
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said 
to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel 
and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of 
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you  do not receive our 
testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ!  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    “God Loved the World So That He Gave”            LSB 571 
 
SERMON                       "Look Up to the One Lifted Up"                 John 3:1-17 

Rev. Shea Pennington 

 
RESPONSE                       “Jesus, Friend of Sinners” 

1Jesus, Friend of sinners, we have strayed so far away. 
We cut down people in Your name,  

but the sword was never ours to swing. 
Jesus, Friend of sinners; the truth’s become so hard to see, 

The world is on their way to You, but their tripping over me. 
Always looking around, but never looking up; I’m so double minded. 

A plank-eyed saint with dirty hands, and a heart divided. 
 

(Chorus)      Oh—, Jesus, Friend of sinners, open our eyes to the world 
at the end of our pointing fingers. Let our hearts be led by mercy; 

Help us reach with open hearts, and open doors. 
Oh, Jesus, Friend of sinners, break our hearts for what breaks Yours. 

 
 

Continued on next page… 
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2Jesus, Friend of sinners, the One whose writing in the sand 
Made the righteous turn away and the stones fall from their hands. 

Help us to remember we are all the least of these; 
Let the mem’ry of Your mercy bring Your people to their knees. 

Nobody knows what we’re for,  
only what we’re against when we judge the wounded. 
What if we put down our signs, crossed over the lines,  

and loved like You did? (Chorus) 
 

(Bridge)      You love ev’ry lost cause, You reach for the outcast, 
for the leper and the lame; they’re the reason that You came. 

Lord, I was that lost cause, and I was the outcast, 
But You died for sinners just like me, a grateful leper at Your feet. 

(Chorus) 
 

(Bridge 2)      And I was the lost cause, and I was the out-cast…. 
You died for sinners just like me, a grateful leper at Your feet. (Chorus) 

CCLI Song #6093697 / Words and Music by Mark Hall and Matthew West / © 2011 My Refuge Music / Sony/ATV Tree Publishing / External Combustion Music 
All rights reserved / CCLI License # 759305 

 
CREED/CATECHISM                                                           The Second Article 
P: In the Second Article, our confession is focused on Jesus, our Redeemer, 

the one God who in His love gave Himself to bring us salvation and the 
promise of eternal life. We confess: 

C: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: What does this mean? 
C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from 

all eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my 
Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, 
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that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to 
all eternity. 

 

This is most certainly true. 
 
CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP 
As the offerings are received, please sign the register in the pews, whether you are a member of 
Hope Lutheran or a visitor. The person at the end of the pew should start and then pass it along. 
Thank you for making worship with us a priority this Lord’s Day. 

 
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Our tithes are our regular, top priority, proportionate, grateful gifts to the Lord for the work of 
the gospel. Our offerings are our special gifts for special causes over and above our tithes. 

 
VOLUNTARY                             “St. Crispin”                  sett’g: Wayne I. Wold                   
 
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. Eternal Father, You have called Your Church out 
from the unbelieving world to walk according to Your Word and way. 
Grant us to be like faithful Abram, heeding Your Word and trusting in You, 
knowing that wherever You lead us, You will provide us with all the 
blessings we need for faith and life until You call us to our eternal home. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Gracious Father, through Your holy Word of the Gospel, You have called 

our faith into existence and given life to us who were dead in sin. Grant 
that all pastors would faithfully preach that we are righteous before You 
through faith alone and not by works of the Law. Sustain and strengthen 
all pastors and their hearers through Your blessed Word of forgiveness. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Merciful God, You sent Your Son not to condemn the world, but to save it. 

When Your people doubt Your love for them and are troubled by their sins 
and burdened in their consciences, remind them of the great love You 
demonstrated for them by the lifting up of Your Son on the cross for the 
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sins of the world. Grant them the peace that comes from their Baptism 
into Christ, through which their sins are daily washed away and drowned 
with the old Adam. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Almighty God, You have set in place all earthly authorities to provide for 

peace and justice. Grant them to be faithful and diligent in their positions, 
that they may work to protect the weak and vulnerable. Bless all who 
labor to provide protection, including those in our armed services as well 
as local safety personnel. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Heavenly Father, You graciously provide for all our needs of body and 

soul. We pray for all those who suffer any kind of affliction, whether 
spiritual, mental or physical including Jack Goetsch, Connie Harsh, Bud 
Hendershot, Gordon Jaenecke, Tena Matthews, Ginger Moore, Rose 
Thomas, and Tom Whitehurst. Grant healing and recovery according to 
Your will. Lord, in Your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, who 
taught us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.     

C: Amen. 
 

P: We are now entering the mission field! 
C:  ‘Here am I! Send me!’  
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CLOSING HYMN       “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”                   LSB 918 
 
POSTLUDE                             “CWM Rhondda”                 sett’g: Moldenhauer     
 
           

WE ARE ON OUR WAY TO WITTENBERG GERMANY!  
You may calculate your weekly miles or minutes for the week and record them in the red 
welcome/friendship book in your pew—there is a special insert inside. We will collect these 

weekly and tally the number of miles based on exercise/walking/running. 

HERE ARE SOME OF THE WAYS TO ADD MILES TO OUR TOTAL: 
*Walk                 *Volleyball       *Cheerlead *Skateboard 

*Lift Weights     *Softball         *Football  *Hockey 
*Tennis        *Run           *Dance *Bike Ride 

 STAY SAFE AND HAVE FUN !  *Aerobics     *Basketball     *Scooter (non-motorized!) 

You can pick the method of “travel” that suits you best—or do a little of everything. With the sports that you cannot calculate actual 

miles, such as softball or lifting weights, please count ONE (1) mile for every 15 MINUTES of exercise. 

Keep your eyes on the World Map in the Sanctuary for our progress as we leave Plant City and begin the long journey across 

the Atlantic Ocean. If you have special Bible verses that help you on your “daily walk” with God, please consider writing them out on a 

piece of paper and place in the envelope next to the map. We will tape them to the map to help us all keep focused on  

our goal! We don’t want to lose sight of the important fact that our body is the Temple of the 

Holy Spirit: we need spiritual exercise as well as physical exercise. After 

your physical exercise each day, spend a little while in “TIME OUT” with your Bible, reading and 

meditating on God’s Words to us. He wrote them just for you, tailored to what 

you need to know for everything and about everything that is important in your life. 

As always, we will ask the Lord to be our guide and we pray for no injuries along the way.  BUT, before 

starting an exercise program, be sure and have your doctor clear you medically, especially if you 

have health problems for which you are being treated or you have not seen a doctor in the last year 

for a physical.  

 

 
 

 



 

 

Connecting Points  
TODAY: we now find ourselves in the season of Lent. Lent is a time of deep repentance 

for the people of God as we focus on the payment God made for our 

sins through the sacrifice of His only begotten Son on the cross that we 

might live. During this time of Lent, the singing of our “Alleluia’s” is 

omitted from the vocabulary of the church until we sing them again on 

the Day of Resurrection. While Lent lasts a period of 40 days, Sundays 

are NOT included, as every Sunday for the Christian is a mini celebration of our Lord’s 

Easter victory. The color of Lent is purple~ the color of repentance and royalty as we 

reflect on our sins and give thanks for our Lenten King of Glory.   
 

EASTER LILIES: Yes, it’s that time to start thinking about ordering your Easter Lilies to adorn 

our Lord’s altar as we celebrate His Easter victory! There are a limited 

number (60) of plants available, so the absolute deadline is April 9th. 

Please be sure to complete the insert in your bulletin and submit it (with 

payment). You can place it in the offering plate today or bring your 

order to the church office during the week.   
 

LENTEN FOLDERS: to assist you this Lenten Season are in your mailboxes. Please 

take yours home with you and return it on Easter Sunday as a special gift to 

the Lord in remembrance of His tremendous sacrifice for you! (A few extra 

folders are under the mailboxes as well.)  

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONALS: from Lutheran Hour Ministries are also in your 

mailboxes this morning (with additional copies underneath the mailboxes 

for you to take and share). We will also make these available at the 

Strawberry Festival. Please feel free to help yourself to extras to share with 

family and friends.  
 

R & R: Pastor & Liz continue to be on vacation this week and will return to 

Plant City early Thursday. In the event of a pastoral emergency, please 

contact Pastor Shea weekdays at 813-752-4622 and evenings at 813-

368-8831. 
 

MARCH MEETINGS CONTINUE: Ministry team members, please note your team’s meeting: 

Human Care—TODAY—March 12 @ 11:45AM, Fellowship Hall 

Board of Directors—Thursday, March 16 @ 6:30PM, Conference Rm 

Ministry Team Leaders: Please remember to email your meeting notes to 

Jessica (hopepcsecretary@gmail.com) by TUESDAY, March 14 (NOON) 

for our BOD meeting. 

mailto:hopepcsecretary@gmail.com


 

 

THIS IS IT!: After a long 10 days, the annual Florida Strawberry Festival 

concludes this evening. HUGE thanks to one and all for your support, time 

and energy to make sure our booth was always represented. Even 

BIGGER THANKS to Patrick Griffin for his tireless work that made our booth 

such a success once again! We truly thank God for all your labors! Once 

receipts and expenses are tallied, that information will be shared.   

 

HOPE’S YOUNG ADULTS: gather on Monday evenings 7:30PM @ Starbucks in Plant 

City. So, if you’re a Young Adult (age 19-39) and like fun & fellowship or just 

coffee then join us Monday nights at Starbucks. 

 

GRIEFSHARE CONTINUES: to meet every Tuesday at 10:30AM & 6:30PM in the Stephen 

Ministry classroom. See Lyn Senkarik for more information. 
 

DEADLINE APPROACHETH: for you April issue of "Hope's Anchor." Please 

be sure that any news, information, calendar dates, etc. are submitted 

to Jessica in the Church Office no later noon than March15th so that 

they may be included. Thanks in advance for your assistance!  

 

BRING A GUEST: to our Wednesday evening Lenten worship. This is such a 

very special time in the church, which it is a great opportunity for you to 

share just what Jesus did for you during the season of Lent. And by the 

way, don’t forget to invite them to dinner in Fellowship Hall as well! Every 

week, another fantastic dinner will be served by one of our ministry teams.  
 

THIS WEEK’S LENTEN SERVICE: in our Standing at the Cross series focuses on 

suffering. God sent his Son, the innocent Lamb, to be the sacrifice for our sins. 

Through his suffering and death we have the gifts of forgiveness and eternal 

life. Jesus paid the price of our salvation and by his wounds we are healed. 

Fellowship dinner is served in Fellowship Hall from 5:15-6:15PM; worship in the 

sanctuary at 6:30. Our preacher for this week is Rev. Charles Reich from 

Grace Lutheran Church, Winter Haven. Pastor Shea is at Grace Lutheran Church, Winter 

Haven. 
 

YOU WERE BORN FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS!: Our lives seem to be 

continuously changing and wondering what the Lord has planned for 

us—next! Following the examples from Scripture, we look into the lives of 

others as they faced the same challenges of purposeful events. Our 

teacher and leader is Dr. David Jeremiah during this series of guidance 

and directions the Lord has given us based on the story of two cousins who work 

together in God’s plan. Join us on Thursdays at 10:30AM in the Stephen Ministry 

classroom. All welcome! Bring a friend! See you then… 



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REMINDER: Due to the Strawberry Festival, we 

moved our monthly meeting to March 16th.  Please be sure to read 

chapter 2 of Autopsy of a Dead Church AND get your meeting notes into 

Jessica ASAP! Thanks in advance for your assistance.  
 

CONFIRMATION PARENTS & STUDENTS: Just a reminder that our classes will NOT meet this 

Saturday due to Spring Break.  
 

LOST NOW FOUND: If by chance, you recently lost on campus, a key ring with a Ford key 

or a clip-on earring, please contact the church office to claim.   
 

URGENT HELP NEEDED: by Tom & Rose Thomas to move household goods 

from the garage into their new home in Valrico. If you can help, please 

contact Ernie Reaume at 770-530-4326.  

Our New Member Class 
will take place on Sunday, March 19th, 3:00-

4:00PM.  DISCOVERING HOPE is required for ALL 

those desiring membership in Hope Lutheran 

Church. Together, with the leaders of Hope, you 

will be introduced to all facets of the mission and 

ministry which the Lord has placed in our hands. 

Discovering Hope will truly enable you to 

discover Hope and the many opportunities for 

service that God has placed before us as we 

continually strive to “Connect People to Jesus” 

(our mission statement). The format for this class 

will be casual and informal. If you are interested 

in joining Hope, please contact the Church 

Office at 813-752-4622. 



 

 

 

 

…the box in the Narthex, that is! 

Your Missions & Outreach Ministry Team is collecting men's 
and children's socks for our monthly Feeding the Hungry at 
the Winter Visitors’ Center.  As we are always being asked for 
socks, lets show how much Hope cares and fill that box in the 
Narthex with lots of socks! 

Your Human Care Ministry Team is 

collecting the following items for our 

shut-ins: 

 Small tissue packets 

 hand sanitizer 

 greeting cards & stamps 

 hand lotion 

 magnifying glass 

 large print word 

search/crossword/Sudoku books 

 chap stick 

 bags of mints 

 

Please place your items in the basket in the Narthex until Sunday, 

March 26. Thank you for your support. 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

  

STANDING AT THE CROSS 
is the theme for our Mid-Week Lenten worship on Wednesdays during Lent at our 
6:30PM worship services. As a Lenten lead-in to the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, this series focuses on portions of sermons by Martin Luther for Lent. As 
we stand with Luther at the foot of the cross each week, we contemplate the ways 
in which we stand firm in the faith as followers of Christ during this holy season. Our 
fellowship dinners are served from 5:15—6:15PM. Again this year, most of the 
pastors of our Winter Haven Circuit are participating in a “round robin,” so each 
Wednesday we welcome another of our circuit pastors to our worship as Pastor Shea 
leads worship in their congregations. 

 
 

5:15—6:15PM:  Fellowship Dinner 
6:30PM:  Worship 

 

 

 
 

March 15: Standing in Suffering | Rev. Charles Reich (Grace, Winter Haven) 
Dinner Host: Human Care Ministry Team 
Menu: Pasta, Salad, Bread & Dessert 
 

March 22: Standing in Truth | Rev. Tod Shouse (Our Savior, Zephyrhills) 
Dinner Host: Board of Directors 
Menu: Baked Ziti & Salad 
 

March 29: Standing in Prayer | Rev. Jonathan Horsman (Redeemer, Bartow)  
Dinner Host: Elders and Health Ministry Teams 
Menu: Macaroni Casserole & Salad 
 

April 5: Standing Unafraid | Rev. Shea Pennington    
Dinner Host: Missions & Outreach Ministry Team 
Menu: Shepherds Pie 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

can be heard EVERY Sunday morning at 7:30 on 540AM 
 

Topics for this month:   
  
March 19: "A Well That Runs Deep Because You Need It" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
Jesus is determined to meet you today with the water of grace only He can give. 
(John 4:5-26) 
  
March 26: "God's Got It In For Me" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
God can use our troubles and crosses for a higher purpose that we may not 
understand until we reach heaven. (John 9:1-41) 
  

 

YOUTH DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

Grades 6 through 12—friends are always welcome! 

Contact Pastor Shea for more info: hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com 

mailto:hopepcpastorshea@gmail.com


 

 

 



 

 

 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

SHUT-INS:   LEADERS:  
Joyce Brewer Bonnie Genrich Rick Nilles Pastor Dean & Liz Pfeffer Hope’s Ministries 
Sue Crouse Tom & Nancy Kohr Peg Stone Pastor Shea Pennington LCMS Synod & District 

Melva Dennison Dorothy Maltzahn Richard Van Matre Hope Staff Our Nation 
    Our Armed Forces 

Family and Friends of Hope 

NEW REQUESTS:  
Ken Buschbacher preparing for 3-month cancer-free CT scan 
Tony Saitta friend of Pastor & Liz—major heart attack; quadruple bypass surgery; Parkinson’s disease 
Bobby Vines brother-in-law of Alan & Sue Griffin—diagnosed w/Dementia 
 son of a friend of Jeff & Theresa Justice—cancer  
CURRENT REQUESTS:  
Linda DeGagne neighbor of Joyce Van Matre—newly diagnosed; auto-immune disease  
Jack Goetsch recovering;  heart catheterization 
Susan Gross mother of Jessica Griffin—heart concerns 
Connie Harsh recovering from surgery (2/16) 
Bud Hendershot recovering; pneumonia 
Gordon Jaenecke health concerns 
Cindy Kemp safe travel to/from Costa Rica (through 3/11) 
Beverly Mane successful procedure 
Jeff McClure recovering from fall; dislocated shoulder; possible surgery 
David Miller brother of Glenn Miller—diagnosed with cancer 
Ginger Moore recovering; knee replacement surgery 
Suzanne Morrison Family friend of Tracie Adkins & former Hope members Mark, Lindsay & Lauren—mourning her death 
Dale Wenzel recovering; surgery (2/23) 
  
BATTLING CANCER:  Idele Green Victor Miranda Sherrie 

Jennifer Barkley Dee Lynnie Green Larry Morrell Al Simmons 
Tom Battling Austin Dobbs JoAnne Hayashi Jim Moore Judy Strait 
Laura Blake Ginnie Donaldson Lori Heneka Joy Neely Chuck Sullivan 

CanDee Brandon Donna Jeanette Herndon Thomas Onderdonk Rose Thomas 
John Brom Casey Doyle Maggi Hutto Sharyl Pallard Mr. Wells 
Laura Brom Jace Driggers Dale Jarvis John Rademacher Tom 

Bob Broshelle Kori Dunke Dot LaBar Alan Rauner Millie Wetz 
Ken Buschbacher Marcus Elam Delores Lopresto Andrea Reichard Laura Winkel 

Chantal Ellen Lucille Luedke DeAnne Reiter Candy Wolfe 
Carol Chapman Joy Fritzke Pat Mailloux Sara Rick Ward 

Chrissie Gail David Miller Abbey Sedlacek Heather Whitehurst 

Serving in the Military (R—Reserves) 

Zachary Allen Trevor Dahlke Ira Kinkead Donnie Pittman 
Alex Almaguer Triston Dahlke Joshua Kinkead—R Derek Quackenbush 

Joseph Apthorp Lorrie Daniell—R Brad Landis Justin Rappa 
Zachary Bennett Stephen Daniell—R Bobby Martin Ryan Sonnenberg 

Matt Bracken Joshua Gross Aaron Morley Caleb Strand 
Matthew Clissold Erika Grosskopf Stephen Olliff—R Mike Szostkiewicz—R 
Rachael Clissold    



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

SERVING THE LORD THIS SUNDAY (3/12/2017) ARE: 
Bell Ringer 8:00/Jerry Cockwell; 10:30/Jackson Venrick 
Greeters 8:00/Harold & Tami Hastings; 10:30/Jim & Karen Szostkiewicz 
Lector 8:00/Carl Bergner; 10:30/Nora Trivunovich 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Brian Heipp; 10:30/Nick Trivunovich; 4:00/Wayne Warner 
Flowers Attalla & Pfeffer families 
Offerings Alison Reaume & Cathie Warner 
Ushers Team 2 
  8:00/Tom Whitehurst,* Carl Bergner, Harold Hastings, James Tennyson; 
  10:30/Nick Trivunovich,* Alex Drapp, Jim Drapp, Ken Hartmann 
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by  
the Attalla & Pfeffer families in honor of Pastor Pfeffer’s & Kristin’s birthdays 

 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS LENTEN WEDNESDAY (3/15/2017) ARE: 
Acolyte  6:30/Joslin Kinkead 
Lector  6:30/Joslin Kinkead 
Liturgist  6:30/Todd Warner 
Elder on Duty  6:30/Wayne Warner 
Ushers  6:30/Youth 
 
SERVING OUR LORD NEXT SUNDAY (3/19/2017) ARE: 
Bell Ringer 8:00/Jerry Cockwell; 10:30/Jalyn Aigner 
Greeters 8:00/Carl & Brenda Bergner; 10:30/Julie Gates 
Acolyte 10:30/Bryan Greatens 
Lector 8:00/Carl Bergner; 10:30/Cathie Warner 
Elder on Duty 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Todd Warner; 4:00/Todd Warner 
Communion Assistant 8:00/Lonnie Bertsch; 10:30/Todd Warner 
Flowers Koren family 
Offerings Wendell & Pam Lattz 
Ushers Team 3 
  8:00/Lonnie Bertsch,* Diane Bertsch, Tom Reagin; 
 10:30/ Stuart Howell,* Judy Adkins, Andy Anderson, Jack Moberg 
 
SERVING OUR LORD THIS MONTH OF MARCH: 
Altar Guild Tracy MacDonald 
Nurse/HMT Member Janet Reitzel 

 

“Think of us in this way as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
1Corinthians 4:1 


