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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Immersed in God’s Word, 

Following Jesus – As Sent Ones 

 

 

PRESERVICE SONG     “Lead Me to the Cross”         Fraser 
 

Savior, I come, quiet my soul.   
Remember redemption’s hill  
where Your blood was spilled for my ransom. 
 
Chorus 
Ev’rything I once held dear, I count it all as a loss.     
Lead me to the cross where Your love poured out. 
Bring me to my knees. Lord, I lay me down. 
Rid me of myself. I belong to You. 
Oh lead me, lead me to the cross. 
 
You were as I, tempted and tried, human. 
The Word became flesh  
bore my sin in death. Now You’re risen.  Chorus 
 
To Your heart. To Your heart. 
Lead me to Your heart. Lead me to Your heart.    
 
Lead me to the cross where Your love poured out. 
Bring me to my knees. Lord, I lay me down. 
Rid me of myself. I belong to You. 
Oh lead me, lead me. Lead me to the cross               
 
Where Your love poured out. Bring me to my knees. 
Lord, I lay me down. Rid me of myself. 
I belong to You. Oh lead me, lead me. 

 
 “Good, Good Father”                                        Barrett/Brown 
 

I've heard a thousand stories  
of what they think You're like,   
but I've heard the tender whispers    
of love in the dead of night.    
You tell me that You're pleased,  
and that I'm never alone.   
  
 



Chorus  
You're a good, good Father;   
it's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are. 
And I'm loved by You; 
it's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am. 
 
I've seen many searching for answers far and wide, 
but I know we're all searching 
for answers only You provide. 
Because You know just what we need 
before we say a word.  Chorus 2X 
 
You are perfect in all of Your ways. 
You are perfect in all of Your ways. 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us.    Repeat 
 
Instrumental 
  
Love so undeniable, I can hardly speak. 
Peace so unexplainable, I can hardly think 
as You call me deeper still, as You call me deeper still, 
as You call me deeper still, into love, love, love.     
 
You're a good, good Father.  Chorus 

 
“At the Cross”                                                                Tomlin 
 

Verse 1  
There’s a place where mercy reigns and never dies, 
there’s a place where streams of grace 
flow deep and wide; 
 
Pre-Chorus 
Where all the love I’ve ever found  
comes like a flood, comes flowing down. 
 
 
 
 

Chorus 
At the cross, at the cross, I surrender my life.  
I’m in awe of You, I’m in awe of You. 
Where Your love ran red, and my sin washed white. 
I owe all to You, I owe all to You, Jesus. 
 
Verse 2 
There’s a place where sin and shame are powerless, 
where my heart has peace with God and forgiveness.        
                                                          
Pre-Chorus, Chorus 
 
Bridge 
Here my hope is found, here on holy ground; 
Here I bow down, here I bow down. 
Here, arms open wide, here You saved my life;  
here I bow down, here I bow down.   
 
At the cross, at the cross I surrender my life.  
I’m in awe of You, I’m in awe of You. 
Where Your love ran red, and my sin washed white. 
I owe all to You, I owe all to You. 
 
I owe it all to You, I owe it all to You, Jesus. 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Pastor:   This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WORSHIP MEDLEY     “Once Again”                        Redman 
 

Chorus 
Once again I look upon the cross where You died, 
I'm humbled by Your mercy and I'm broken inside. 
Once again I thank You, once again I pour out my life. 
 
Jesus Christ, I think upon Your sacrifice, 
You became nothing, poured out to death. 
Many times I've wondered at Your gift of life, 
and I'm in that place once again.   Chorus 
 
Now You are exalted to the highest place, 
King of the heavens, where one day I’ll bow. 
But for now, I marvel at this saving grace, 
and I'm full of praise once again. 
And I'm full of praise once again.  Chorus 
 
Thank You for the cross, thank You for the cross,  
thank You for the cross, my Friend.   Repeat 

 
“We Fall Down”                                                             Tomlin 
 

Verse 
We fall down, we lay our crowns at the feet of Jesus; 
The greatness of mercy and love, at the feet of Jesus. 
 
Chorus 
And we cry holy, holy, holy, 
and we cry holy, holy, holy, 
and we cry holy, holy, holy, is the Lamb.   Verse, Chorus 
 
Instrumental, Verse, Chorus 2X 
 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lamb.    

 
 
 
 

INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen. May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  

 
Pastor: In light of this Gospel reading, let’s confess our sins 

to God, our merciful Father. 
People: Merciful Father, in the name of Jesus hear our 

confession that, like Peter, we often have in 
mind the things of man rather than Your things. 
Our concerns are often rooted in our comforts 
rather than Your call to follow Jesus whenever 
and wherever. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. Though deserving of punishment, 
we come confidently to You knowing that for 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You will 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 



Pastor:  My friends, rejoice with me that in Christ we are 
   Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 

Pastor:   And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR THE WEEK            
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, our heavenly Father, you 

had a cross designated for your Son Jesus to 
experience, a crucifixion that would bring life to the 
world through His sacrifice. He embraced that path 
to the cross with a passion and love for us, and 
with a spirit submitted to your will. Jesus has taught 
us that we also have crosses to bear;  

People: Enable us by your Holy Spirit to embrace your 
plan for us with a passion and love for you, and 
with a spirit submitted to your will. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.  

 
CALL TO LISTEN     “Thy Word”  (chorus)         Grant/Smith 
 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                 Hebrews 12:1-3 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set 
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider 
him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you 
will not grow weary and lose heart. 
 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

DISCIPLESHIP POINT     
 
Reader:  Whatever path God is calling you to, the race 

marked out for you, let the previous efforts of Jesus 
and the overwhelming approval of His Father 
concerning those efforts inspire you. Jesus trusted 
the Father with His life and saw His death follow 
with a resounding resurrection. In fact, that 
resurrection still resounds today and will culminate 
with every knee bowing and every tongue 
confessing that Jesus Christ is Lord. That’s 
approval!  So fix your eyes on Him and run with 
perseverance until you see the throne of God 
yourself – where with great joy and appreciation 
you will yourself bow down and joyfully confess 
Jesus as your Lord. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 

Pastor:   Join me in praying:  
People:  Father God, I am stepping up to run this race  
 You have marked out for me. Jesus, with You  

 having initiated my faith, now grow it to  
maturity and perfect it for my benefit and the 
benefit of those who will be served along my 
race. In Your name I pray. Amen. 

 
GOSPEL                                                     Matthew 16:21-28 
  
As you hear today's story, don’t be too hard on the disciple 
Peter. While known for being brash and quick-to-speak, he 
was ‘all in’ with Jesus. But all in does not mean all-
understanding, as we see in this up-and-down episode from 
Peter’s life. But Peter is hardly the only Jesus-follower to 
have certain things figured out in relation to God while still 
being way off in other areas. We should all operate with a 
steady dose of humility about how we understand things, 
particularly in situations where we disagree with brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 



From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the 
hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised 
to life. 
 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, 
Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!” 
Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You 
are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the 
concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 
 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, 
but whoever loses their life for me will find it.  What good will 
it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their 
soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?  
For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory 
with his angels, and then he will reward each person 
according to what they have done. 
 

“Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his 
kingdom.” 
 
Pastor:   This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING  
 
OFFERING SONG     “Is He Worthy?”            Peterson/Shive 
  

Do you feel the world is broken?  (We do.) 
Do you feel the shadows deepen?  (We do.) 
But do you know that all the dark  
won't stop the light from getting through?  (We do.) 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? (We do.) 

Is all creation groaning?  (It is.) 
Is a new creation coming?  (It is.) 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst?    
(It is.) 
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this?  (It is.) 
  
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave,   
He is David's Root  
and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave.   
Is He worthy,  
Is He worthy of all blessing and honor and glory?                      
Is He worthy of this?  (He is.)      
 
Does the Father truly love us?  (He does.) 
Does the Spirit move among us?  (He does.) 
And does Jesus, our Messiah,    
hold forever those He loves?  (He does.) 
Does our God intend to dwell again with us?  (He does.) 
 
Is anyone worthy?  Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave,   
He is David's Root and  
the Lamb who died to ransom the slave.  
From ev’ry people and tribe, ev’ry nation and tongue,    
He has made us a kingdom  
and priests to God to reign with the Son.  
Is He worthy,  
Is He worthy of all blessing and honor and glory?    
Is He worthy, Is He worthy?       
Is He worthy of this? He is! 
 
Is He worthy? Is He worthy? He is!  He is! 

 
 
 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 
Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 

    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 

 

• In Christ, we are God’s people, His special 
possession. 

• In Christ, we are the apple of God’s eye and seek 
to keep God’s Word as the apple of our eye. 

• In Christ, we are children of God – period. 
 

BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK               Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG     “The Wonderful Cross”                Tomlin 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died,  
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thrones compose so rich a crown? 

 



Chorus 
Oh, the wonderful cross, Oh, the wonderful cross,  
bids me come and die and find that I may truly live.       
Oh, the wonderful cross, Oh, the wonderful cross,  
all who gather here by grace  
draw near and bless Your name. 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an off’ring far too small.  
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all!     
 
Instrumental 
 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Bible Project Readings this week: 1 Samuel 1-24;       

Psalms 78-84 

• Lent on the Road, Wednesdays – 6pm Meal, 6:45pm 
Worship 

• Good Friday Service – 4/7 at 7pm   

• Easter Sunday – 7am Sunrise Service, 8am Breakfast & 
Easter Egg Hunt, 9:30am Worship 

 
EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented and discipleship-  
 sending church. As disciples of Jesus sent into the  
 world, let’s follow in His path of loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
 Spirit; Amen! 
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