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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Immersed in God’s Word, 

Following Jesus – As Sent Ones 

 
 

 
PRESERVICE THOUGHTS:   
 
Disciples follow Jesus’ 
path rather than their own 
(or the world’s) way 
 
 “…if you do not believe that 
I am he, you will indeed die 
in your sins.”    
 
       ~ Jesus, John 8:21-30 
 
 

 “…if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in 
your sins.”                                 ~ Jesus, from John 8:21-30 
 

Following Jesus’ path includes taking Him at His Word, 
believing that what He says comes from God and is truth to 
be acknowledged. Some believe and teach that there are 
many paths to God, but Jesus is not one of these teachers. 
Nor should you be. Read Acts 4:12 and see how Jesus’ first 
disciples handled this question of paths to God.  
 
PRESERVICE PRAYER    
 
Jesus, You are the truth, and One full of truth. Lead me to 
know this truth, to handle it well and to share it with kindness 
and gentleness. Amen. 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC  
    “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                    425 
                     

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 

 
 



Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 
 
See, from His head, His hands, His feet       
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

 
“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”                  940 
 

Holy God, we praise Thy name; 
Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 
All on earth Thy scepter claim, 
All in heav’n above adore Thee. 
Infinite Thy vast domain, 
Everlasting is Thy reign. 
 
Hark!  The glad celestial hymn 
Angel choirs above are raising; 
Cherubim and seraphim, 
In unceasing chorus praising, 
Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord! 
 
Lo, the apostles' holy train 
Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 
Prophets swell the glad refrain, 
And the white-robed martyrs follow, 
And from morn to set of sun 
Through the Church the song goes on. 
 
 

Thou art King of Glory, Christ; 
Son of God, yet born of Mary.  
For us sinners sacrificed, 
As to death a Tributary,  
First to break the bars of death,  
Thou hast opened heav’n to faith. 
 
Holy Father, holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen. May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
 
OPENING HYMN      “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”         427 
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time.  
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 
 

When the woes of life o’er take me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 

 
 



When the sun of bliss is beaming  
Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming  
Adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure  
By the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that though all time abide. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.   

 We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, Have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 
and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

Pastor:  My friends, rejoice with me that in Christ we are 
   Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 
Pastor:   And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE   
“Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart”                                 806 

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks because  
He's given Jesus Christ His Son.    
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One, 
Give thanks because  
He's given Jesus Christ His Son. 
 
And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich,” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
And now let the weak say “I am strong,” 
Let the poor say “I am rich,” 
Because of what the Lord has done for us. 
 
Give thanks, give thanks. 

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK   
  
Pastor: Let us pray. Father God, thank You for the truth 

that we can be confident of our forgiveness of sins 
and holiness through Jesus Christ. Help us live our 
lives openly, to be seen plainly by You and others, 
in a way that glorifies You. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

People:  Amen. 
 
 
 



CALL TO LISTEN     “Thy Word”                        Grant/Smith 
 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path. 

 
FIRST READING                          Proverbs 14:12-18 
 

There is a way that appears to be right, 
    but in the end it leads to death. 
Even in laughter the heart may ache, 
    and rejoicing may end in grief. 
The faithless will be fully repaid for their ways, 
    and the good rewarded for theirs. 
The simple believe anything, 
    but the prudent give thought to their steps. 
The wise fear the LORD and shun evil, 
    but a fool is hotheaded and yet feels secure. 
A quick-tempered person does foolish things, 
    and the one who devises evil schemes is hated. 
The simple inherit folly, 
    but the prudent are crowned with knowledge. 
   
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SECOND READING                                     Romans 6:20-23 
 

When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control 
of righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from 
the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in 
death!  But now that you have been set free from sin and 
have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to 
holiness, and the result is eternal life.  For the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

DISCIPLESHIP POINT about the way of Jesus  
 

Reader:  While the path humanity blazes is fraught with sin  
and leads to death, the path Jesus lays out is 
loaded with mercy and is life with God. We often 
think we have things figured out only to see it 
unravel in ways that we were not expecting. But 
nothing surprises God and He will always be our 
best option – from the beginning no less. But truth 
be told, we too often forget to start with Him and 
require mercy in the form of forgiveness for going 
our own way first. Thank God for forgiveness, and 
let’s start today’s path with God right away.  

 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER          
 

Reader:  Join me in praying: 
People:  Father God, not only have You told us that  

Jesus is the way, the truth and the life, but You 
have also told us that going our own way leads 
to death – even though it may appear right in 
the moment. Lead us in paths of righteousness 
for Your name’s sake and keep us off of any 
and all paths of unrighteousness, even if they 
seem right at the time. Deliver us from evil in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
GOSPEL                                                            John 8:21-30 
 
Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you 
will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you 
cannot come.” 
 
This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he 
says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?” 
 
 
 



But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above. 
You are of this world; I am not of this world. I told you that 
you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am 
he, you will indeed die in your sins.” 
 

 “Who are you?” they asked.  “Just what I have been telling 
you from the beginning,” Jesus replied. “I have much to say 
in judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and 
what I have heard from him I tell the world.” 
 
They did not understand that he was telling them about his 
Father. So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of 
Man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing on 
my own but speak just what the Father has taught me.   

The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me 
alone, for I always do what pleases him.” Even as he spoke, 
many believed in him. 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
RITE OF BAPTISM for Mark and Jenny Cliburn 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST 
 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
OFFERING HYMN   
“Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”                         691, v 1,3 
 

Fruitful trees, the Spirit's sowing, 
May we ripen and increase, 
Fruit to life eternal growing, 
Rich in love and joy and peace. 
 
Rooted deep in Christ our Master, 
Christ our pattern and our goal, 
Teach us, as the years fly faster, 
Goodness, faith, and self control. 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:   Because our heavenly Father promises to hear  

our prayers and come to our aid, let us pray for 
ourselves, our fellow Christians and all people. 
 

 Father, for all the baptized – including Jenny and 
Mark – we pray that the Old Adam and all of its 
sinful desires in us would be drowned by daily 
repentance, fleshly ways rejected, and that our new 
man emerges to follow Jesus’ way daily; Lord, in 
Your mercy,  

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:   Father, we ask for wisdom from You to fill our  

Lives with godly living; Lord, in Your mercy,  
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:    Jesus, like You, we desire to have zeal for the  

Gospel and for our Father’s house. May we 
passionately care for this place as a “house of 
prayer;” Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:   Spirit of God, we ask You to guide us through these  

days filled with people living in fear and anxiety. Let 
us respond by Your Spirit in faith and peace. Lord, 
in Your mercy,  

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:   Father, or those who grieve, comfort them with  

Your presence and promises; for those who are 
sick, grant them peace now and healing in Your 
wise time; [especially we remember before You: 
________] Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 

Pastor:  And Father, for those who govern among us, we  
pray that they see that Your commands not as 
burdens but blessings that lead to improved lives 
and a better society; guide them toward godly 
decision-making; Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
PREFACE (spoken)                                                160  
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE                                                          
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, Almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we 
praise You for Jesus, Your only-begotten Son, by 
whose sacrifice and authority we are welcome into 
Your presence. Accept our thanksgiving by our 
presence and participation in this holy sacrament.   
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
SANCTUS                                                                         161 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 



WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                       163  
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
“All Who Believe and Are Baptized”                                 601   
 

Chorus 
All who believe and are baptized 
Shall see the Lord's salvation: 
Baptized into the death of Christ, 
They are a new creation. 
Through Christ's redemption they will stand 
Among the glorious, heav'nly band 
Of ev'ry tribe and nation. 
 
With one accord, O God, we pray: 
Grant us Your Holy Spirit. 
Help us in our infirmity 
Through Jesus’ blood and merit. 
Grant us to grow in grace each day 
That by this sacrament we may 
Eternal life inherit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   “Thank the Lord”        164 
 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; 
Tell ev’ry one what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises 
and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 

 

• In Christ, we are heirs to the promise God made 
to Abraham our forefather in the faith. 

• In Christ, we are God’s people, His special 
possession. 

• In Christ, we are the apple of God’s eye and seek 
to keep God’s Word as the apple of our eye. 

• In Christ, we are a people who practice pastoral 
care by checking in on one another. 
 

BENEDICTION                   Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN “Oh, That I Had A Thousand Voices”  811 
 

Oh, that I had a thousand voices 
To praise my God with thousand tongues! 
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, 
Would then proclaim in grateful songs 
To all, wherever I might be, 
What great things God has done for me. 
 
O all you pow’rs that He implanted, 
Arise, keep silence now no more; 
Put forth the strength that God has granted! 
Your noblest work is to adore. 
O soul and body, join to raise 
With heartfelt joy our Maker's praise. 
 
You forest leaves so green and tender 
That dance for joy in summer air,    
You meadow grasses, bright and slender, 
You flow’rs so fragrant and so fair, 
You live to show God's praise alone. 
Join me to make His glory known. 
 
All creatures that have breath and motion, 
That throng the earth, the sea, the sky, 
Come, share with me my heart's devotion, 
Help me to sing God's praises high. 
My utmost pow’rs can never quite 
Declare the wonders of His might. 
 
Creator, humbly I implore You  
To listen to my earthly song 
Until that day when I adore You, 
Together with the angel throng 
And learn with choirs of heav’n to sing 
Eternal anthems to my King. 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Bible Project Readings this week: Judges 4-21,       
Ruth 1-4; Psalms 71-77 

• Lent Wednesdays – 6pm Meal, 6:45pm Worship 

• Bible Project – Q2 Kickoff today after worship 
 
EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented and discipleship-  
 sending church. As disciples of Jesus sent into the  
 world, let’s follow in His path of loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
 Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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