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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Immersed in God’s Word, 

Following Jesus – As Sent Ones 

 
 
 
 
 
PRESERVICE THOUGHTS  
 
Let the dead bury their own dead,  
but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.     

 ~ Jesus, Luke 9:60 
 

These may sound like harsh words, but they set a strong 
tone about priorities in following Jesus. This week's theme 
centers around counting the cost of following Jesus – and of 
course hopefully agreeing to follow Him – eyes wide open.  
Part of the cost of following Jesus is agreeing to follow Him 
on His terms rather than our own. 
 

The Gospel of Luke records individuals talking to Jesus 
about following Him but learning that they don't get to set the 
terms of commitment. This can be unsettling when you 
reflect on it. Don't let it discourage or frighten you, but 
instead inspire you in your commitment to Jesus and His 
way. There is a great promise in Romans 8:39 that says 
nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus 
Christ; Luke’s teaching says nothing should separate us 
from this God and life with Him. My implication is that you 
can get in your own way of following Jesus. Don’t let that 
happen. 
 

PRESERVICE PRAYER   
 
Father God, help me ‘come to terms’ with what it means to 
follow Jesus and then come to terms with following – 
whatever the cost. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 
PRESERVICE MUSIC     “What is the World to Me”         730 
 

What is the world to me 
With all its vaunted pleasure 
When You, and You alone, 
Lord Jesus, are my Treasure! 
You only, dearest Lord, 
My soul's delight shalt be; 
You are my peace, my rest. 
What is the world to me! 
 
The world seeks to be praised 
And honored by the mighty 
Yet never once reflects 
That they are frail and flighty. 
But what I truly prize 
Above all things is He, 
My Jesus, He alone. 
What is the world to me! 
 
The world seeks after wealth 
And all that mammon offers 
Yet never is content 
Though gold should fill its coffers. 
I have a higher good, 
Content with it I'll be: 
My Jesus is my wealth. 
What is the world to me! 
 
What is the world to me! 
My Jesus is my treasure, 
My life, my health, my wealth, 
My friend, my love, my pleasure, 
My joy, my crown, my all, 
My bliss eternally. 
Once more, then, I declare: 
What is the world to me! 
 

 
“O God Our Help In Ages Past”                                         733 
 

O God our Help in ages past, 
Our Hope for years to come, 
Our Shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal Home. 
 
Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
And our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages in Thy sight 
Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 
 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream 
Dies at the op'ning day. 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 
Our Hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last 
And our eternal home! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (MATINS)                                        
 
Pastor:   O Lord, open my lips,  
People:  and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 
Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
People:  make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 

Father God, may You be glorified in our 
worship today, along with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit; May You be glorified You were in the 
beginning and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Pastor:   Blessed be God -- the Father, the Son,  
 and the Holy Spirit. Come, let’s worship Him.  
People:  Yes, let’s worship Him with song and spirit,  
 with body and soul, with heart and mind,  
 and with one another.  
 
VENITE         “O Come, Let Us Sing”                                220 
 

O come, let us sing to the Lord, 
let us make joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, 
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 
 
For the Lord is a great God 
and a great king above all gods. 
The deep places of the earth are in His hand; 
the strength of the hills is His also. 
The sea is His, for He made it, 
and His hand formed the dry land. 
O come let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 

For He is our God,  
and we are the people of His pasture  
and the sheep of His hand.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Spirit;  
as is was in the beginning, is now,  
and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK   
  
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, You call us to love others. 

But that call to love is immediately followed up with 
a qualifier – to love as You have loved. This is a tall 
order, a high bar. In light of that, we pray for 
strength and courage, for power and inspiration 
from Your Holy Spirit that enables us to love in 
such ways, so that You along with the Father and 
the Spirit, are glorified and Your will is carried out, 
now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
CALL TO LISTEN   
“Come Follow Me, said Christ the Lord”               LW 379, v 1 
 

"Come, follow me," said Christ, the Lord, 
"All in my way abiding; 
Your selfishness throw overboard, 
Obey my call and guiding. 
Oh, bear your crosses, and confide 
In my example as your guide.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCRIPTURE STORY                                       Luke 14:25-33  
 

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them 
he said: “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, 
even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.  
 

And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple. 
 

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first 
sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough 
money to complete it?  For if you lay the foundation and are 
not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 
saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 
 

“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another 
king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is able 
with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against 
him with twenty thousand?  If he is not able, he will send a 
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask 
for terms of peace.  In the same way, those of you who do 
not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples. 
 

Reader:  This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SCRIPTURE READING          2 Corinthians 5:11-21 
   
Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to 
persuade others. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it 
is also plain to your conscience.  We are not trying to 
commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an 
opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those 
who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the 
heart.  If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is for God; 
if we are in our right mind, it is for you.  For Christ’s love 
compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, 
and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised again. 

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of 
view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so 
no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come:  The old has gone, the new is here!  
 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God 
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled 
to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
                                  
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
DISCIPLESHIP POINT connected to the Apostle Paul 
  
Reader:  Though not having a wife or children of His own,  

the Apostle Paul nonetheless discovers a family of 
sorts through his connection to the body of Christ. 
We see him speak of such with Timothy and Titus, 
both of whom he mentors as “sons of the faith.”  
His dynamic brings a very Jesus-like wrinkle to 
small group (SG) and Micro-group (MG) 
environments. Jesus was more than a peer to the 
disciples; He was their teacher and Lord. Paul is 
clearly operating as more than a peer with Timothy 
and Titus, looking to mentor these young men who 
are leading other people in the Christian faith at 
Ephesus (Timothy) and Crete (Titus).  
 
This is a classic example of one disciple (Paul) 
making disciples of others (Timothy, Titus) who are 
in turn making disciples of yet others (Ephesians, 
Cretans).  This is one of the keys of life as a 
disciple who participates in SG and MG’s.  



DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 
Reader:  Join me in praying: 
People:  Father God, lead me to know the blessing of  

having a family connection in Christ, be it my 
birth family, family by marriage, or through my 
church. Let it serve as a great place for me to 
experience growth under and alongside other 
followers of Jesus in whose name I pray. Amen.  

 
GOSPEL FOR TODAY                                      Luke 9:57-62  
 
As they were traveling on the road someone said to Him,  
       “I will follow You wherever You go!” 
Jesus told him,  
       “Foxes have dens, and birds of the sky have nests, but     
        the Son of Man has no place to lay His head.”  
 
Then He said to another, “Follow Me.” 
      “Lord,” he said, “first let me go bury my father.”  
But He told him,  
       “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and  
        spread the news of the kingdom of God.” 
 
Another also said,  
     “I will follow You, Lord, but first let me go and say good- 
      bye to those at my house.” 
 
But Jesus said to him,  
       “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is  
        fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
 
 

APOSTLES CREED  
 
Pastor:     We gather as a family under Jesus and confess  
    our faith together: 
People:   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 
OFFERING HYMN   
“O God of Mercy, God of Might”                              852, v 1,6   
  

O God of mercy, God of might, 
In love and pity infinite, 
Teach us, as ever in Thy sight, 
To live our lives in Thee. 
 
And may Thy Holy Spirit move 
All those who live to live in love 
Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above 
All those who live in Thee. 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are.   
          In Christ Jesus,  
 

• we are a people who follow Jesus wherever He 
takes us and celebrate that Father God honors 
those who serve Him. 

• we are a people who are forgiven and freed from 
all sins of the past, freed to live like Jesus our 
Lord.  

• we are a people who deny ourselves, no longer 
living for self but for Jesus who died for us.  

 
 

BENEDICTION         Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  “Guide Me, O Thy Great Redeemer”  918 
 

Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 
Pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy pow'rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven 
Feed me till I want no more; 
Feed me till I want no more. 
 
Open now the crystal fountain 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield; 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 
 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death and hell's destruction. 
Land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to Thee; 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
GIDEONS PRESENTATION 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Bible Project Readings this week: Numbers 11-30; 
Psalms 43-49 

• Lent Wednesdays – 6pm Meal, 6:45pm Worship – 
starting on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22 

 
EXIT INVOCATION                           
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented and discipleship-  
 sending church. As disciples of Jesus sent into the  
 world, let’s follow in His path of loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
 Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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