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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Immersed in God’s Word, 

Following Jesus – As Sent Ones 

 
 
 

Disciples follow Jesus’ example to love 
people as He loved (us and) them. 
 

PRESERVICE THOUGHTS  
 

How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! 

Do not let me see the misery that would come on my father.   

                         ~ Judah, brother of Benjamin, Genesis 44:34    
 

This Bible verse about going (or in this case not going) only 
makes sense with the backstory. Judah, who once helped 
sell brother Joseph into slavery, is now trying to offer his life 
to save brother Benjamin from slavery. Today’s “cancel 
culture” might never have given Judah another chance 
based on his terrible mistake of the past, but nonetheless we 
find him willing to sacrifice his life to free Benjamin. He not 
only offers the proposal to his father (43:9) but steps up to 
actually fulfill it when the unfortunate opportunity arises in 
dealing with the Egyptians (44:30-34). Driven by a different 
mindset, Judah hopes to save the young man at personal 
expense. Something changed in him over the years. Have 
you changed over the years? Can you see how choices that 
you make 'coming' or 'going' affect others around you – 
positively and negatively? Are you ready to adjust your life 
out of love for others?     
 

My command is this: 
Love each other as I have loved you… 

 

~ Jesus, John 15:12 
 

PRESERVICE PRAYER   
 

Father God, help me learn from my past mistakes and be 
willing to change, to become more aligned with Your ways of 
love and kindness – even of personal sacrifice for the benefit 
of others. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
 



PRESERVICE MUSIC    
“Change My Heart, O God”  (first time)                     Espinosa 
 

Chorus 
Change my heart, O God, make it ever true; 
Change my heart, O God, may I be like You. 
 
Verse 
You are the Potter, I am the clay; 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray.  
                                                   Back to Chorus once 

 
 “Song of Love”                                                        St. James 
 

Jesus, King of my heart. 
Father, my peace and my Light. 
Spirit, the joy of my soul You are. 
 
Jesus, to You none compare. 
Father, I rest in Your care. 
Spirit, the hope of my heart, You are. 
 
Chorus 
The heavens declare You are God  
and the mountains rejoice.     
The oceans cry Alleluia  
as we worship You, Lord. 
For this is our song of Love.    
 
Jesus, You saved my soul. 
I thank You forevermore. 
Jesus, the love of my life You are.  Chorus  
 
Jesus, I am in awe of the love  
that You have shown.     
Jesus, how precious You are to me, to me. Chorus 2X 
 
This is our song of love. 
This is our song of love. 

“Change My Heart, O God”   (reprise)                     Espinosa 
 

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true; 
Change my heart, O God, may I be like You. 
 
You are the Potter, I am the clay; 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray.  
                                                   Back to Chorus once 

 

WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
OPENING SONG     “How Can You”               Baum/Bridges    
 

How can You still love me?    
How can You still love me? 
You have seen me even when 
I don’t want You to and then 
somehow You still love me. 
 
How can You still want me? 
How can You still want me? 
I have turned a deafened ear 
and said what You don’t want to hear 
but somehow You still want me. 
 
Sometimes You amaze me, 
sometimes Your spirit slays me. 
There is nothing I could be 
that could turn Your love from me 
sometimes You amaze me. 
 
Oh yeah, Lord, I love You. 
And Lord I’m singing of You. 
I know it don’t always show  
but right here and now  
I’m gonna let You know 
Lord…..I love You. 



How can You still love me? 
How can You still love me? 
You have seen me even when 
I don’t want You to and then 
somehow You still love me. 

 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen. May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
 
Pastor: Father God, we come and worship You who 

created a seventh day, a Sabbath in which You 
rested – and called for us to rest in You and 
remember You who created us and sustains us. 

 
People:     Father, You are holy. 
 Lifting up Your name we give You praise. 
 You wipe away our tears, 
 You’re there throughout the years. 
 Your name means peace. 
 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, true God and true man – the only 

begotten Son of the Father: We praise You for 
having died on the cross for the sins of all mankind. 
Then, after crying "it is finished," You rested in the 
tomb on one of the most sacred Sabbaths the 
world has known.  
 
But then, early on the first day of that week, a new 
chapter began when You were found to be risen 
from the dead. Ever since then, we have been 
celebrating life in You every time Sunday rolls 
around – a little Easter celebration to kick off each 
week. 
 

 

People:   Celebrate Jesus, celebrate! 
 Celebrate Jesus, celebrate! 
 Celebrate Jesus, celebrate! 
 Celebrate Jesus, celebrate! 
 He is risen, He is risen,  
 And He lives forevermore. 
  He is risen, He is risen, 
  Come on and celebrate 
 the resurrection of our Lord.  
 
Pastor: Holy Spirit, We celebrate You as the One who 

testifies to the truth about Jesus, who convicts the 
world regarding sin and righteousness and 
judgment, who inhabits us and who – from within – 
leads, guides and comforts us. We come together 
praising You and seeking Your blessing. 

 
People:    Spirit, You are holy.  
 Lifting up Your name we give You praise. 
 You wipe away our tears, 
 You’re there throughout the years.  
 Your name means peace. 
 A-la-la-la, A-la-la-la-le-lu-ia! 
 
Pastor: The call to honor the Sabbath as a day of worship 

and rest was put in place officially (codified in the 
10 commandments) when the people of God were 
delivered from bondage in Egypt under Moses. But 
how did they get to Egypt in the first place? That is 
where we start our story in worship today. 

 
God had called Abraham to follow Him and promised to 
bless the whole world through his lineage. After many years 
of childless anxiety with Sarah, they finally had a son Isaac. 
Isaac had twins Jacob and Esau. Jacob (renamed Israel) 
had 12 sons of his own as well as a daughter Dinah.  
 
 
 



It was those boys, those 12 sons, who brought Egypt 
in the life of their family – and it came with years of grief as 
you will see. It all started when little brother Joseph, dad’s 
favorite, kept irritating his older brothers about a dream – in 
fact two dreams – that involved them bowing down to him.  
 
It got so bad that one day the brothers connived to do away 
with little brother Joey. Well, most of them did. The oldest, 
Rueben, tried to formulate a plan to save him. But before he 
could do so, Judah – the focal point in our story – convinced 
his other brothers to sell Joseph to some traders who then 
sold him to an Egyptian named Potiphar. Multiple trials and 
many years later, Joseph ends up as the second most 
powerful man in Egypt. Those dreams from his youth about 
the brothers bowing down to him would come true after all.  
 
CALL TO LISTEN      “Be Like You”                          Wirdzek 
 

Teach me to love, teach me to serve, 
teach me to tell of the truth of Your Word. 
Help me be weak, help me be strong 
to love what is right and to hate what is wrong. 
 
I know that I have a long way to go   
until I’m made pure and true 
But ‘til that day, this Lord I pray,  
help me to be like You. 

 
GENESIS 42:1-24                                  The first trip to Egypt 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        
 
Pastor: Lord, we too can end up haunted by our sins. But 

this is not Your desire nor Your plan.  
People: Remind us of our forgiveness bought by Jesus 

Christ and release us from all guilt and shame. 
 
 
 

SONG     “East to West”                                                  Hall 
 
Verse 1 
Here I am, Lord, and I'm drowning 
in Your sea of forgetfulness. 
The chains of yesterday surround me; 
I yearn for peace, and rest. 
I don't want to end up where You found me, 
and it echoes in my mind, keeps me awake tonight. 
 

Verse 2 
I know You've cast my sin as far as 
as the east is from the west, 
and I stand before You now as 
as though I've never sinned. 
But today I feel like I'm just one mistake away 
from You leaving me this way. 
 

Chorus 
Jesus, can You show me just how  
far the east is from the west? 
'Cause I can't bear to see the man I've been 
rising up in me again. 
In the arms of Your mercy I find rest, 
'cause You know just how far the east is from the west, 
from one scarred hand to the other.     
 
Instrumental 
 
Verse 3 
I start the day the war begins, 
endless reminding of my sin. 
Time and time again, Your truth is drowned out 
by the storm I'm in. 
Today I feel like I'm just one mistake away 
from You leaving me this way. 
Jesus, can You show me just how.  Chorus 
 

 



Bridge 
I know You've washed me white, 
turned my darkness into light 
I need Your peace to get me through, 
get me through this night. 
I can't live by what I feel, 
but by the truth Your work reveals. 
And I'm not holding on to You, 
but You're holding on to me. 
You're holding on to me. 
Jesus, You know just how.  Chorus 
 

Ending 
From one scarred hand to the other. 
One scarred hand to the other. 
From one scarred hand to the other. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
GENESIS 42:25-43:34   The return and second trip to Egypt 
 
CELEBRATING OUR FAMILY MEAL 
 
PREFACE                                                   
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE            
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we 
praise You for Jesus, Your only-begotten son, by 
whose sacrifice and authority we are welcome into 
Your presence. Accept our thanksgiving by our 
presence and participation in this holy sacrament.    

 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS        
“Your Steadfast Love”                           Sandquist                     
 

Your steadfast love extends to the heavens. 
Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds; 
Your righteousness is like majestic mountains 
and Your wisdom like the depths of the sea, 
and You come to me, filling my heart 
with Your loving kindness. 
 
I find my peace in the shadow of Your wing; 
I eat my fill from the abundance of Your household, 
And I drink from the streams of rejoicing.   
You are my King.  Repeat 
 
You are my King. You are my King. 
You are my King. 
 

“Song of Love”        (reprise)                                    St.James   
 

Jesus, King of my heart. 
Father, my peace and my Light. 
Spirit, the joy of my soul, You are. 
 
Jesus, to You none compare. 
Father, I rest in Your care. 
Spirit, the hope of my heart, You are. 



Chorus 
The heavens declare You are God  
and the mountains rejoice.     
The oceans cry Alleluia  
as we worship You, Lord.    
For this is our song of love.    
 
Jesus, You saved my soul. 
I thank You forevermore. 
Jesus, the love of my life You are.  Chorus  
 
Jesus, I am in awe of the love  
that You have shown.     
Jesus, how precious You are to me, to me. Chorus 2X 
 
This is our song of love. 
This is our song of love. 

 
GENESIS 44-45    Judah’s Sacrifice and Joseph’s Reveal 
 
OFFERING 
 
Pastor: We are at a good breaking point in the story, one full 

of joy and celebration – and an abundance of 
provisions that were provided by God through the 
Pharoah’s kindness. Let’s gather our offerings at 
this point before finishing the story for today. 

 
OFFERING SONG     “I Love You, Lord”                         Klein 
 

I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice 
To worship You, O my soul rejoice. 
Take joy, my King, in what You hear, 
May it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear.    Repeat 

 
GENESIS 46:1-6,28-30        The Third Trip to Egypt 
 
Pastor:   This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

SONG OF PRAISE     “Arms of Praise”              Sillas/Grant      
 

Let me live that I might praise You. 
My heart’s desire is to obey You. 
Alone I am weak.  
From the depths of my heart, I will sing. 
 

Chorus 
There is strength in the arms of praise. 
There is hope when we stand together 
and praise Your holy name. 
There is peace when Your kingdom reigns 
and there is strength in the arms of praise. 
 

Let us live that we might praise You. 
Our hearts’ desire is to obey You.                  
Alone we are weak. 
From the depths of our hearts, we will sing.   
 
Chorus 2X, Instrumental, Chorus 
 
And there is strength in the arms of praise. 

 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
NICENE CREED                                                                
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth  
       and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only begotten Son of God, 
       begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, 
       very God of very God, 
       begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 



       who for us men and for our salvation 
       came down from heaven  
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin     
       Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and was buried. 
       And the third day He rose again according to the  
       Scriptures and ascended into heaven  
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       And He will come again with glory to judge both  
       the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have     
       no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son together is      
       worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
       prophets. 
       And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
       Church, 
       I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
       sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
       and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  Father God, help me learn from my past mistakes 

and be willing to change, to become more aligned 
with Your ways of love and kindness – even of 
personal sacrifice for the benefit of others. In Jesus’ 
name I pray. Amen. 

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 
 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are.   
          In Christ Jesus,  
 

• we are a people of prayer, watchful for His coming 
and thankful for our place in His kingdom. 

• we are a people who follow Jesus wherever He 
takes us and celebrate that Father God honors 
those who serve Him. 

• we are a people who are forgiven and freed from 
all sins of the past, freed to live like Jesus our 
Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK               Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG     “His Love Goes on Forever”         Boggs 
 

Verse 1 
I'm gonna sing. I'm gonna to shout.      
I'm gonna let the reason out 
that His love goes on forever.               
I'm gonna to take it all the way. 
I'm gonna to praise Jesus’ name    
'cause His love goes on forever. 
 
Chorus 
His love reaches to the highest mountains. 
His love stretches to the lowest valley.                  
His love will never fail me. 
It's always there, surrounding me.            
 
Verse 2 
I'm gonna give. I'm gonna grow. 
I'm gonna let the whole world know 
that His love goes on forever. 
I'm gonna to be a shinin’ light.             
I'm gonna to lift His name up high            
'cause His love goes on forever.  Chorus 
 
Bridge 
His love, it has no end; 
it's long, it's wide, and it's deep.    
His love has found a way into the very heart of me.      
 
Verse 1, Chorus 2X, Verse 1 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Bible Project Readings this week: Leviticus 19-27, 
Numbers 1-10; Psalms 36-42 

• Young Family Small Group after worship 

• Lent Wednesdays – 6pm Meal, 6:45pm Worship – 
starting 2/22 for Ash Wednesday 

 
EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented and discipleship-  
 sending church. As disciples of Jesus sent into the  
 world, let’s follow in His path of loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
 Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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