
Sunday, December 4, 2022  

9:00 am Service  

  

 

  

Our Vision:  

Disciples Making Disciples  
  

Our Mission:  

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples  

  

Theme of the Year  

Immersed in God’s Word,  

Following Jesus – As Sent Ones  

Give thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever.  

                  ~ 2 Chronicles 20:21  

 AS WE GATHER   
 
The Second Sunday in Advent marks one step closer to the 
celebration of our Lord's Incarnation. We are almost there, but 
not yet. Like a branch that grows from a stump into a mighty 
tree, we await the unfolding of the mystery of the ages. God 
has brought hope to the despair of His people and sent forth a 
shoot from the stump of Jesse to restore what sin has 
destroyed. The fruit of His tree is nothing less than peace us – 
peace between us and God, among us as people, and eternal 
peace where trouble and trial will no longer afflict His people. 
We come to the manger remembering the birth of this hope 
and peace. We await the fulfillment of what we know only in 
part here on earth us – the perfect peace that is eternal. For 
now we glimpse it in His Church through the Means of Grace, 
but then we shall know it face-to-face, as we know Him. 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC       
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”                               361, vs 1,4,3 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel! 
 

      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will 
receive Him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”                              379, vs 1-3 
 

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him Born the King of angels; 
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 
Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“God Loves Me Dearly”                                    392, vs 1,2,3,5 
 
God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation, 
God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 
I was in slav'ry, Sin, death, and darkness; 
God's love was working To make me free. 
Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 

He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer, 
He sent forth Jesus And set me free. 
Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 

Now I will praise You, O Love eternal; 
Now I will praise You all my life long.  
Therefore I'll say again: God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 
 

WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

OPENING HYMN 
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”               341 vs 1-3 
 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!  
Behold, the King of glory waits. 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here. 
Life and salvation He doth bring; 
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing.  
To God the Father raise  
Your joyful songs of praise. 
 



A righteous Helper comes to thee; 
His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress. 
The end of all our woe He brings; 
Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 
To Christ the Savior raise 
Your grateful hymns of praise. 
 
How blest the land, the city blest, 
Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 
O peaceful hearts and happy homes 
To whom this King in triumph comes! 
The cloudless sun of joy is He  
Who comes to set Hs people free. 
To God the Spirit raise 
Your happy shouts of praise. 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
Pastor:    The second candle, known as the candle of 

prophecy, is lit bringing to mind how God 
prepared His people for the gift of the 
Messiah. We light the candle in the name of 
the Father and the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People:  Amen. Father in Heaven, we light this 
candle with a prayer that You would 
continue to prepare people to receive the 
gift of Jesus as Savior. Let each of us in 
this church be a part of that prophetic 
and hope-filled ministry. Let it be so in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION (with explanation) 
 
Pastor: Sow righteousness for yourselves, the prophet 

Hosea urged; reap the fruit of unfailing love and 
break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to 
seek the LORD, until he comes and showers his 
righteousness on you.     ~ Hosea 10:12 

People:  Lord, it is my desire to reap the fruit of unfailing 
love. I pray that You would break up the 
unplowed ground in my life and sow the seeds 
of Your Word, Your character, and Your Spirit 
into my heart. Through the kindness of Jesus 
Christ my Lord, come and shower Your 
righteousness onto my life.  

 
(Silence for self-examination) 

 
Pastor: Holy and gracious God, 
People: I confess that I have sinned against You, Lord, 

by not loving You with my whole heart and not 
loving my neighbors as myself. Some of my sin 
I know – the thoughts and words and deeds of 
which I am ashamed – but some is known only 
to You. In the name of Jesus Christ, I ask for 
Your forgiveness. 

 
Pastor: By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus 

Christ and in Him we are forgiven. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: May God the Father, who already begun planting 

seeds of righteousness within you, bring the fruit of 
unfailing love into your life in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

People: Amen. 



Pastor:   My friends, rejoice with me that in Christ we 
are Father God’s beloved children, 

People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 
Pastor:   And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Glory Be to God the Father” 506 
 

Glory be to God the Father, 
Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit: 
Great Jehovah, Three in One! 
Glory, glory  
While eternal ages run! 
 
Glory be to Him who loved us, 
Washed us from each spot and stain: 
Glory be to Him who bought us, 
Made us kings with Him to reign!  
Glory, glory  
To the Lamb that once was slain! 
 
Glory to the King of angels, 
Glory to the Church’s King, 
Glory to the King of nations; 
Heav'n and earth, your praises bring! 
Glory, glory  
To the King of glory sing! 
 
Glory, blessing, praise eternal! 
Thus the choir of angels sings: 
Honor, riches, pow'r, dominion! 
Thus its praise creation brings. 
Glory, glory  
Glory to the King of kings! 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
 
Pastor:  Father God, Your friend Abraham believed You,  

the Apostle Paul’s protégé Timothy pursued You, 
Barnabas gave generously to You, and Stephen, one 
of the assistants to the apostles, was known for being 
full of Your Spirit.  

People: Bless us to exhibit such godly qualities by 
believing You and pursuing You, by seeking to be 
full of Your Spirit and giving generously for the 
work of Your kingdom. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen 

 
CALL TO LISTEN     “Ancient Words”                     DeShazo 
 

Holy words long preserved  
for our walk in this world, 
they resound with God’s own heart.  
O, let the ancient words impart. 
Words of life, words of hope,  
give us strength, help us cope. 
In this world where’er we roam,  
ancient words will guide us home. 
 
Chorus 
Ancient words, ever true,  
changing me and changing you; 
We have come with open hearts,  
O, let the ancient words impart. 
 
Holy words of our faith  
handed down in this age, 
came to us through sacrifice.  
O, heed the faithful words of Christ. 
Holy words long preserved  
for our walk in this world, 
they resound with God’s own heart.  
O, let the ancient words impart.  Chorus 2X 



FIRST READING          Proverbs 5:1-6, 21-23 
  

My son, pay attention to my wisdom,  
   turn your ear to my words of insight,  
that you may maintain discretion  
   and your lips may preserve knowledge.  
For the lips of the adulterous woman drip 
honey,  
   and her speech is smoother than oil;  
but in the end she is bitter as gall,  
   sharp as a double-edged sword.  
Her feet go down to death;  
   her steps lead straight to the grave.  
She gives no thought to the way of life;  
   her paths wander aimlessly, but she does 
not know it.  
 
For your ways are in full view of the LORD,  
   and he examines all your paths.  
The evil deeds of the wicked ensnare them;  
   the cords of their sins hold them fast.  
For lack of discipline they will die,  
   led astray by their own great folly.  

 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SECOND READING                    2 Peter 3:8-18  
 

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the 
Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 
years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping 
his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief.   
 
 

The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be 
destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be 
laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, 
what kind of people ought you to be?  
You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to 
the day of God and speed its coming.   
 
That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by 
fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping 
with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and 
a new earth, the home of righteousness. So then, dear 
friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every 
effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.  
Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just 
as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that 
God gave him.   
 
He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of 
these matters.  His letters contain some things that are hard 
to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as 
they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 
 
Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on 
your guard to that you may not be carried away by the error 
of lawless men and fall from your secure position.   But grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  To him be glory both now and forever!  Amen. 
 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reader: Let’s confess our faith to our patient Lord 
Peter spoke of: 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our  
       Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  
       Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.   
To him be glory both now and forever!  
Amen. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP POINT  
 about believing (or trusting) God 
     

Reader:  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make 
your paths straight.      ~ Proverbs 3:5-6  

 

 By all means use understanding in life, but 
keep in mind that if God is limited to your 
understanding of how He works, He will be 
a pretty small “god.”  

God is beyond your understanding – and definitely 
NOT small – but you may create a self-limiting 
relationship while you try to make all of life make 
sense to you. Submit to God even when things are 
shrouded in mystery. Keep trusting in Him despite 
a lack of understanding and He will make your 
paths straight. 

 

DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER   
 

Reader:  Join me in praying: 
People:   Father God, help us to trust You rather than  

lean on our own understanding. Lead me in 
paths of righteousness as we submit to You. 
Amen.  

 

GOSPEL                               John 10:27-30  
 

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow 
me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has 
given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch 
them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.”  
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

GIFT CELEBRATION: Eternal Life in Jesus Christ. 
 

(Jesus praying) For you granted him authority over all people 
that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 
Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.    ~John 17:2-3 
 

First God the Father gave us – as gifts – to Jesus; Then we 
become the recipients of Jesus’ kindness. At the expense of 
his own blood, sweat and tears, Jesus provides each of us 
who believe in Him the gift of eternal life with God; He 
establishes a relationship of love and forgiveness with our 
Heavenly Father that no one can snatch away. Still today we 
are in His capable hands. 



MESSAGE            Rev. Dr. Peter Meier
        
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST 
 

Pastor:  As disciples of Jesus, what 
matters to Him should matter 
to us – and He encourages 
us to pray for those not yet 
“found” in Him.  

 
Today we pray using Colossians 2:6-7, asking 
that people on our hearts and minds “receive 
Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 
become rooted and built up in him and 
strengthened in the faith just as we have been 
taught and overflow with thankfulness. 

People:  Amen.  
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERING HYMN      
“We Praise You, O God”                            785, vs 1-3 
 

We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.   
We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You; 
We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.     
 
We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You; 
Through trial and tempest our guide You have been. 
When perils o’er take us, You will not forsake us, 
And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 
 
With voices united our praises we offer 
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 
With You, Lord, beside us,  
Your strong arm will guide us. 
To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
  
Pastor: For these and for all our needs of body and soul, let 

us pray to the Lord: 
People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, 

have mercy. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Merciful Lord, even though we are like sheep who 

go astray, yet You love us deeply and gave us to 
Your own dear Son as a gift to be enjoyed by Him. 
We praise You for such kindness and ask that, by 
Your Holy Spirit, You would inspire us to live 
honorable lives that bring great joy to our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

People: In His name we pray; Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

 
Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
 And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 



PREFACE (spoken)                                       160
  
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

[Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE                                                          
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, holy Lord, Almighty Father, everlasting 
God, and now we praise You for Jesus, Your 
only-begotten Son, by whose sacrifice and 
authority we are welcome into Your presence.  
Accept our thanksgiving by our presence and 
participation in this holy sacrament.   Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and 
singing: 

 
SANCTUS                                                                161 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

AGNUS DEI                                                                       163  
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  (tune of 686)        338 
 

Come, Thou long  expected Jesus, 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, 
Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 
Born Thy people to deliver; 
Born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“The Advent of Our King”    (verses as needed)   331 
 

The advent of our King 
Our prayers must now employ, 
And we must hymns of welcome sing 
In strains of holy joy. 
 
The everlasting Son 
Incarnate deigns to be, 
Himself a servant’s form puts on 
To set His servants free. 
 
O Zion’s daughter, rise 
To meet your lowly King, 
Nor let your faithless heart despise 
The peace He comes to bring. 

 
As judge, on clouds of light, 
He soon will come again 
And His true members all unite 
With Him in heav’n to reign. 
 
Before the dawning day 
Let’s sin’s dark deed be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, 
The new self now put on. 
 
All glory to the Son, 
Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
Through all eternity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    
“Thank the Lord”                                                       164 
 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; 
Tell ev’ry one what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises 
and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
PRAYER BOX(ES)          
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 

• In Christ, I am a child of God empowered to live a 
life of obedience that comes from faith. 

• In Christ, I give thanks to Father God because His 
love endures forever. 

• In Christ, I have eternal life which no one can 
snatch out of my hand. 

 
BENEDICTION                         Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

 The LORD make His face shine on you  
  and be gracious to you.   

 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you  
  and grant you peace. 
People:  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN    
“Lift Up Your heads, Ye Mighty Gates”     341 vs 4-5 
 

Fling wide the portals of your heart;  
Make it a temple, set apart  
From earthly use for heav’n's employ,  
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
So shall your Sov’reign enter in  
And new and nobler life begin. 
To God alone be praise 
For word and deed and grace! 
 
Redeemer, come, and open wide 
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
O enter with Thy grace divine; 
Thy face of mercy on me shine. 
Thy holy Spirit guide us on  
Until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame  
We offer to Thy name. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Advent Wednesday – Worship at 6:30 pm. 

• Congregation Budget Meeting, Sunday, 
December 11th after the service 

• Women’s Group Study – Galatians: Accepted 
and Free – Tuesday, December 14 at 6:30 pm 
 

EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented and 

discipleship-sending church. As disciples of 
Jesus sent into the world, let’s follow in His 
path of loving and serving. 

People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit; Amen! 
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