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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Immersed in God’s Word, 

Following Jesus – As Sent Ones 

PRESERVICE THOUGHTS  

Disciples take God and His Word 
seriously by obeying it (and Him). 

 

One of His disciples said to him, “Lord, Teach us to pray…”  
                                                                  ~ Luke 11:1 

 

During Jesus’ final teaching time prior to His arrest and 
crucifixion, He emphasizes staying connected to Him (John 
15:5), staying connected to His Word (15:7) and staying 
connected to His love (15:9). He then ties the ability to stay 
connected to being obedient to what He commands (15:10). 
The command He points to is quite specific and is found in 
John 15:12: Love each other as I have loved you. This 
matters to Jesus and should matter to us.  In Luke 6:46 
Jesus says, “Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do 
what I say?”  Let’s take Jesus seriously and do what He 
says, leaning on the Holy Spirit to empower us with the 
obedience that comes from faith (Romans 1:5). 
 
PRESERVICE PRAYER   
 
Father, eradicate from me any sins of arrogance and 
rebellion; replace it with the godly virtues of humility and 
obedience. From there, teach me a life of sacrificial 
obedience to Your glory in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
PRESERVICE HYMN   “Love Divine, all Loves Excelling”    700 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 
 
 



Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit; 
Let us find Thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty. 
 
Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 
 
Finish then Thy new creation, 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heav’n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                             686 
 

Come, Thou fount of ev’ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory 
Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
May I still Thy goodness prove. 
 
 

 Here I raise my Ebenezer 
Hither by Thy help I've come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be; 
Let that grace now like a fetter 
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
Prone to leave the God I love, 
Here's my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 
I shall see Thy lovely face; 
Clothed then in the blood washed linen, 
How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 
Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry 
Me to realms of endless day. 
 

Story of Gratitude/Joy:  
Planting an Oak Tree to God’s Glory 
 

In 2019, We evaluated our ministry to 
sharpen Hope’s focus as a discipleship-
oriented church. After consultant Jacob 
Hoyer took us through a process, we ended 
up with the following values: Living in God’s 
Word, under His Spirit, with His people, as 
His disciples. Our long-term vision became: 
 

Connecting to One Another 
in the Contagious Joy of Following Jesus 

They will be 
called oaks of 
righteousness, 
a planting of 
the LORD for 
the display of 
his splendor.  

 

Isaiah 61:3 



A picture to capture that vision sprouted from the prominent 
oak tree sprawling on the east side of Hope’s property. 
Based on Isaiah 61:3, the tree gave inspiration to the notion 
of Hope as a planting for God’s splendor, producing a forest 
of oak trees that reproduce forests of other oak trees – all to 
God’s glory. To recognize that commitment and vision, we 
planted an oak sapling on the north side of Hope’s property. 
It is still there, a testimony (to us) of our commitment to be a 
discipleship-sending and discipleship-oriented church.  
 
“Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”                          685, vs 1,3,4 
 

Let us ever walk with Jesus, 
Follow His example pure, 
Through a world that would deceive us             
And to sin our spirits lure. 
Onward in His footsteps treading, 
Pilgrims here, our home above, 
Full of faith and hope and love, 
Let us do the Father's bidding. 
Faithful Lord, with me abide       
I shall follow where You guide. 

 
Let us gladly die with Jesus. 
Since by death He conquered death, 
He will free us from destruction, 
Give to us immortal breath. 
Let us mortify all passion 
That would lead us into sin; 
And the grave that shuts us in 
Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 
Jesus, here with You I die, 
There to live with You on high. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us also live with Jesus. 
He has risen from the dead; 
That to life we may awaken. 
Jesus, You are now our head. 
We are Your own living members; 
Where You live, there we shall be, 
In Your presence constantly,  
Living there with You forever. 
Jesus, let me faithful be, 
Life eternal grant to me. 
 

WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen. May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
 
OPENING HYMN   
“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”                      707 
 

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
To know and do His will! 
 
Order my footsteps by Thy Word 
And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
But keep my conscience clear. 
 



Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 
A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e'er forget Thy way, 
Restore Thy wand'ring sheep. 
 
Make me to walk in Thy commands 
'Tis a delightful road 

Nor let my head or heart or hands 
Offend against my God. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION             1 John 2:1-2     
 
Pastor: The apostle John wrote, “My dear children, I write 

this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  

People: He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not 
only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 

 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.   

 
 We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, Have mercy on us.   

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Pastor:   My friends, rejoice with me that in Christ we are 
  Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 
Pastor:   And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE     “This Is the Feast”                          155 
 

Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Refrain 
 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  
and honor, blessing, and glory are His.  Refrain 
 
Sing with all the people of God,  
and join in the hymn of all creation:     
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God  
and the Lamb forever.  Amen.  Refrain 
 
For the Lamb who was slain  
has begun His reign.  Alleluia.   
 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE WEEK                     1 Thessalonians 3:10                
 

Pastor:    The Apostle Paul wrote this prayer to God’s people 
in Thessalonica: Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you again and supply 
what is lacking in your faith. 

People:  And now Lord, we pray that You would supply 
whatever is lacking in our faith as well, using 
Your Holy Word and servants of Your Word, 
disciples who live and serve among us. Amen. 

 

CALL TO LISTEN    “Thy Strong Word”        Chorus        578 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Alleluia without end!     
 

SCRIPTURE STORY                                  1 Samuel 15:1-31 
 

Our story involves an encounter between Israel’s King Saul 
and the prophet of God Samuel. When Samuel accuses the 
King of disobedience, Saul claims that his partial fulfillment 
of God’s command was a form of obedience rather than 
disobedience. Listen in to find out how that goes.  
 

Pastor:   This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                      1 John 2:1-6 
 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. 
But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the 
sins of the whole world. 
We know that we have come to know him if we keep his 
commands. Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do 
what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that 
person. But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly 
made complete in them. This is how we know we are in him: 
Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 

DISCIPLESHIP POINT about walking in obedience:   
 

Reader:  How is a disciple transformed into the likeness of  
Christ? Sinful behavior is the product of practiced 
patterns that become habits which sink their roots 
deep in us. Growing to Christlikeness involves a 
process of replacing old habits with God pleasing 
ones (Discipleship Essentials, Ogden, p. 206). 

 
DISCIPLESHIP TESTIMONY                           Fenna Owens  
 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 

Reader:  Join me in praying: 
People:  Father God, I love the mental image of walking 

in obedience and growing to more Christ-like in 
my behavior and interactions with people. Help 
me break old habits and replace them with 
godly ones. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
GOSPEL READING                      John 12:20-33    
 
Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to 
worship at the festival.  They came to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we 
would like to see Jesus.”  Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew 
and Philip in turn told Jesus. 
 
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified.  Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to 
the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it 
dies, it produces many seeds.  Anyone who loves their life 
will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me must follow me; 
and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will 
honor the one who serves me. 
 
 



“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save 
me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to 
this hour.  Father, glorify your name!”  Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.”  The 
crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; 
others said an angel had spoken to him. 
 

Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine.  Now 
is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this 
world will be driven out.  And I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.”  He said this to show 
the kind of death he was going to die. 
 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING  
 
OFFERING HYMN     “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”       955  
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
That we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence,  
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
NICENE CREED, article two  (with gospel highlights)                             
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only begotten Son of God, 
       begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, 
       very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 

       who for us men and for our salvation 
       came down from heaven  
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin     
       Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and – like a kernel of wheat – 
       was buried. 
On the third day He rose again  
       according to the Scriptures –  
       and like a first-fruit, produced many seeds. 
       he ascended into heaven  
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       And He will come again with glory  
       to judge both the living and the dead,  
       whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Father God, as we remember the 

pleasure You take in us as Your children, receive 
our heartfelt praises in word and song, and may our 
joy overflow into words and actions before others 
who do not yet know how much You love them. 
Lord in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Lord of every nation, we ask that You continue 

Your work among the men and women You place 
in authority over us and other nations of the world. 
Grant them courage and wisdom to do Your will as 
leaders of nations, especially ministering to those 
you keep an eye, the poor and weak in every land. 
Lord in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastor: Father God, You have designed families for mutual 
care and support. Thank You for the gift of familial 
love, which binds us together in the present.  We 
hold before You loved ones suffering affliction of 
body, mind, or spirit. Help and heal them as 
expression of Your good will. Lord in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor: For all of these things and for whatever else You 

know that we need, we ask You, dear Father, for 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, who has taught 
us to pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 

• In Christ, You and I are being built into a holy 
temple, a dwelling in which God lives by His 
Spirit.   

• In marriage under God, two people “become 
one” and parallel the mysterious relationship 
between Jesus and His bride, the church. May 
God be honored through marriage. 

• In Christ, I am a child of God empowered to live 
a life of obedience that comes from faith. 

 
BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK                        Romans 1:7 
 
Pastor: To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to 

be His holy people:  Grace and peace to you from 
God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
       
CLOSING HYMN       “Lord of All Hopefulness”               738 
 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever childlike,  
no cares could destroy; 
Be there at our waking,  
and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, 
Lord, at the break of the day. 
 
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
Whose strong hands were skilled  
at the plane and the lathe: 
Be there at our labors, 
 and give us, we pray, 
Your strength in our hearts, 
Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome,  
Your arms to embrace: 
Be there at our homing,  
and give us, we pray, 
Your love in our hearts,  
Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 
 
 
 



Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
Whose voice is contentment,  
whose presence is balm: 
Be there at our sleeping,  
and give us we pray, 
Your peace in our hearts,  
Lord, at the end of the day. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Thanksgiving Eve Service at 7:00 pm 

• Prayer Labyrinth & Prayer Path Highlight 

• Congregation Budget Meeting December 4th  

• Wednesday Advent Services at 6:30 pm,  
Nov. 30, Dec. 7, 14, 21 
 

EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented and discipleship-  
 sending church. As disciples of Jesus sent into the  
 world, let’s follow in His path of loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
 Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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