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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Immersed in God’s Word, 

Following Jesus – As Sent Ones 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Disciples take God and His Word 
seriously regarding marriage vows. 

 
When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He 
has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow.  ~ Ecclesiastes 5:4 
 
Solomon’s words are not focused on marriage, but marital 
vows before God would readily apply. Many such vows fall 
by the wayside, unfulfilled or abandoned.  The point here is 
not to shame those who have taken or later dismissed 
marital vows lightly; it is to bring to mind the serious nature 
of such vows – from God’s perspective.  
 
Gratitude Journal: Jerry Berg, Prayers and Porch Talks 
 

Long before Hope was talking about Micro-Groups, Jerry 
Berg and I were practicing just that on his back porch. We 
laughed together, cried together, prayed together. There 
God birthed the idea of Hope having its own preschool. 
There God drew us into Small Group Ministry. There Jerry 
and I prayed for our children as they navigated the ups and 
downs of life. Among those repeated prayers was one for his 
daughter Brenda to find a church home while she raised 
three girls as a single mom. Lo and behold, she found her 
way to Hope and currently serves as the Director of our 
Executive Ministry Team. Not only that, while here, she 
found her way into a new relationship (with Jim Dorman) and 
recently celebrated 16 years of “wedded bliss” (or is that 
blisters?). We have since held multiple children’s weddings 
and grandchildren’s baptisms – including one right out of a 
gold-mining pan! 
 
 
 



PRESERVICE PRAYER   
  

 
PRESERVICE MUSIC      
“Mighty to Save”                                             Fielding/Morgan 
 

Ev’ryone needs compassion, a love that's never failing. 
Let mercy fall on me. 
Ev’ryone needs forgiveness, the kindness of a Savior, the 
Hope of nations. 
 
Chorus 
Savior, He can move the mountains. 
My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save. 
Forever Author of salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave. 
Jesus conquered the grave. 
 
So take me as You find me, all my fears and failures. 
Fill my life again.  
I give my life to follow ev’rything I believe in. 
Now I surrender.  Yes, I surrender.    Chorus 
 
Ending 
Shine your light and let the whole world see 
we're singing for the glory of the risen King. 
Savior, He can move the mountains. 
My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save. 
Forever Author of salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave. 

Jesus conquered the grave. 
You’re my Savior.  You can move the mountains. 
God, You are mighty to save, You are mighty to save. 
Forever Author of salvation, 
You rose and conquered the grave. 
Yes, You conquered the grave. 
You were mighty to save. 

 
“At the Cross”                                                                Tomlin 
 

Verse 1 
There’s a place, where mercy reigns and never dies. 
There’s a place, where streams of grace  
flows deep and wide. 
 
Pre-Chorus 
All the love, I’ve ever found 
comes like a flood, comes flowing down. 
 
Chorus 
At the cross, at the cross I surrender my life.  
I’m in awe of You; I’m in awe of You. 
Where Your love ran red, and my sins washed white. 
I owe all to You, I owe all to You, Jesus. 
 
Verse 2 
There’s a place, where sin and shame are powerless. 
Where my heart has peace with God, and forgiveness. 
 
Pre-Chorus, Chorus 

 
Bridge 
Here my hope is found, here on holy ground. 
Here I bow down, here I bow down. 
Here, arms open wide, here You saved my life; 
Here I bow down, here I bow.  Chorus 
 
I owe it all to You, I owe it all to You, Jesus. 

 

 

 
                                          Prayer for the day:  
Father God, help me to frame my marital relationship within the 
greater relationship of love that You have for me and my spouse. 
Let us love and forgive each other as You love and forgive us in the 
name of Jesus, in whose name I pray.  Amen.  
 

God’s Love 



“The Wedding Song”                                                  Stookey 
 

He is now to be among you at the calling of your hearts. 
Rest assured, this troubadour is acting on His part. 
The union of your spirits here has caused Him to remain, 
For whenever two or more of you  
are gathered in His name 
There is love.  There is love. 
 
Well a man shall leave his mother 
and a woman leave her home, 
They shall travel on to where the two shall be as one. 
As it was in the beginning, is now until the end. 
Woman draws her life from man and gives it back again. 
(And) There is love; There is love. 
 
Well then what's to be the reason  
for becoming man and wife. 
Is it love that brings you here,  
or love that brings you life. 
For if loving is the answer  
then who's the giving for. 
Do you believe in something that  
you've never seen before, 
There is love. (Oh) There's love. 
 
(Oh) The marriage of your spirits here  
has caused Him to remain 
For whenever two or more of you  
are gathered in His name 
There is love, (Ah) There's love. 

 
“How Can You”                                                              Baum  
 

How can You still love me?    
How can You still love me? 
You have seen me even when 
I don’t want You to and then 
Somehow You still love me. 

How can You still want me? 
How can You still want me? 
I have turned a deafened ear 
And said what You don’t want to hear 
But somehow You still want me. 
 
Sometimes You amaze me, 
sometimes Your spirit slays me. 
There is nothing I could be 
That could turn Your love from me. 
Sometimes You amaze me. 
 
Oh yeah, Lord, I love You. 
And Lord I’m singing of You. 
I know it don’t always show  
But right here and now  
I’m gonna let You know 
Lord…..I love You. 
  
How can You still love me? 
How can You still love me? 
You have seen me even when 
I don’t want You to and then, 
Somehow You still love me. 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen. May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 



OPENING SONG     “Meet With Me”           Hiebert 
 

Verse 
I'm here to meet with You, come and meet with me. 
I'm here to find You, reveal Yourself to me. 
 
Chorus  
As I wait, You make me strong; 
as I long, You draw me to Your arms. 
As I stand and sing Your praise, 
You come, You come and You fill this place. 
Won't You come, won't You come and fill this place?   
 
Verse, Chorus 2X  
 
Lord come, Lord come and fill this place. 

 
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION        Hebrews 3:12-13,15 
 
Pastor: The writer of Hebrews implores, See to it, brothers 

and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, 
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living 
God. But encourage one another daily, as long as 
it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be 
hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 

People: I confess to almighty God that I have rebelled 
against You by my neglect of Your Word and 
my many sins against You and my neighbor.     
I am by nature sinful and have not kept Your 
commands from my youth. Soften my hard 
heart with the gift of Your love and 
forgiveness. Strengthen my faith to look to 
You always for all good. 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor: Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your 
hearts (Hebrews 3:15). Upon this your confession, 
by virtue of my office as a called and ordained 
servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor:   My friends, rejoice with me that in Christ we are 
  Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 
Pastor:   And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE     “Blessed Be Your Name”       Redman 
 

Blessed be Your name  
in the land that is plentiful, 
where Your streams of abundance flow. 
Blessed be Your name. 
 
Blessed be Your name  
when I'm found in the desert place, 
though I walk through the wilderness. 
Blessed be Your name. 
 
Chorus 
Ev’ry blessing You pour out, I’ll turn back to praise. 
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say:  
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be Your glorious name. 

 
Blessed be Your name  
when the sun’s shining down on me, 
when the world's “all as it should be.” 
Blessed be Your name. 



Blessed be Your name  
on the road marked with suffering, 
though there's pain in the offering. 
Blessed be Your name.  Chorus 
 
You give and take away. 
You give and take away. 
My heart will choose to say, 
Lord, blessed be Your name.  Repeat 
 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be Your glorious name. 

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK        2 Corinthians 13:7  
 
Pastor: This is the Apostle Paul’s prayer for the Corinthian 

people: We pray to God that you will not do 
anything wrong—not so that people will see that we 
have stood the test but so that you will do what is 
right even though we may seem to have failed.  

People:  Lord, help us to do right – for the right reasons: 
Not for self-glory; not even for the reputation of 
others whom we love, but primarily for Your 
glory and to bring honor to You. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen. 

 
CALL TO LISTEN     “Thy Strong Word”     Chorus         578 

 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Alleluia without end!    Repeat 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE STORY                                      Genesis 2:4-25 
 

We turn to the first married couple in the bible, Adam and 
Eve and their place in God’s creation. 
 

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, when the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens. 
 
Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant 
had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the 
earth and there was no one to work the ground, but streams 
came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of 
the ground. Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust 
of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and the man became a living being. 
 
Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; 
and there he put the man he had formed. The Lord God 
made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that 
were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of 
the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 
 
A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it 
was separated into four headwaters. The name of the first is 
the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where 
there is gold. (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin 
and onyx are also there.) The name of the second river is 
the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. The 
name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east 
side of Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
 
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and take care of it. And the Lord God 
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in 
the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will 
certainly die.” 



The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I 
will make a helper suitable for him.” 
 
Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild 
animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the 
man to see what he would name them; and whatever the 
man called each living creature, that was its name. So the 
man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and 
all the wild animals. 
 
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So the Lord God 
caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was 
sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up 
the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from 
the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to 
the man. 
The man said, 
“This is now bone of my bones 
    and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called ‘woman,’ 
    for she was taken out of man.” 
 
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united 
to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
 
Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
 
Reader:  This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE     “The Wedding Song” 
 

Well a man shall leave his mother 
And a woman leave her home, 
They shall travel on to where the two shall be as one. 
As it was in the beginning, is now until the end. 
Woman draws her life from man and gives it back again. 
(And) There is love, There is love. 
 

Well then what's to be the reason  
for becoming man and wife. 
Is it love that brings you here,  
or love that brings you life. 
For if loving is the answer  
then who's the giving for. 
Do you believe in something that  
you've never seen before. 
There is love. (Oh) There's love. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                         Ecclesiastes 5:1-7  
 
Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near 
to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not 
know that they do wrong. 
 
Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your 
heart to utter anything before God.  God is in heaven and 
you are on earth, so let your words be few.  A dream comes 
when there are many cares, and many words mark the 
speech of a fool. 
 
When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He 
has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow.  It is better not to 
make a vow than to make one and not fulfill it.  Do not let 
your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the 
temple messenger, “My vow was a mistake.” Why should 
God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your 
hands?  Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. 
Therefore fear God. 
                                     
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DISCIPLESHIP POINT  about “Storying” 
 

Reader:  Telling Bible stories, or storying, is one of the  
simplest ways to share God's Word. During a week 
about marriage, it is a good time to bring up sharing 
and listening.  Most people remember stories better 
than mere details – both in terms of speaking and 
listening. AND storying does not require one to 
remember all of the particulars to be effective. The 
Holy Spirit is quite capable of using us and His 
Word without direct quotes or a perfect reciting of 
all details. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 
Reader:  Join me in praying: 
People:  Father God, let Your word sink deep into my 

being, enabling me to remember and retell Your 
stories, and their lessons, as part of my story – 
and to learn about the stories of others. In 
Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
DISCIPLE’S TESTIMONY                                          Heidi Janssen 

 
GOSPEL READING            Luke 20:27-40  
 
Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, 
came to Jesus with a question.  “Teacher,” they said, “Moses 
wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but 
no children, the man must marry the widow and raise up 
offspring for his brother.  Now there were seven brothers. 
The first one married a woman and died childless. The 
second and then the third married her, and in the same way 
the seven died, leaving no children.  Finally, the woman died 
too.  Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, 
since the seven were married to her?” 
 
 
 

Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in 
marriage.  But those who are considered worthy of taking 
part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead 
will neither marry nor be given in marriage, and they can no 
longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s 
children, since they are children of the resurrection.   
 

But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses showed 
that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’  He is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 
 
Some of the teachers of the law responded, “Well said, 
teacher!”  And no one dared to ask him any more questions.  
 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 
Pastor:  We confess our faith together in the God of the  
  living, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
MESSAGE                                          Rev. Paul vonWerder 
  

PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 
OFFERING SONG  “I Want to Be Just Like You”     Unknown 
 

I want to be just like You, Jesus. 
I want to be just like You…ooooh. 
I want to be a vessel You work through. 
I—I want to be just like You 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Hear our prayers to comfort and help all who are in 

trouble, sorrow, need, and sickness,  
[especially . . .], and all others who request our 
prayers. Give them Your healing grace, and defend 
them from every evil. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom 

we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
PREFACE (spoken)                                                160  
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE            
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we 
praise You for Jesus, Your only-begotten son, by 
whose sacrifice and authority we are welcome into 
Your presence. Accept our thanksgiving by our 
presence and participation in this holy sacrament.    

 
 
 



WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS       “Love Song”            Third Day 
 

Just to be with you I would do anything, 
There's no price I would not pay. 
Just to be with you I would give anything. 
I would give my life away. 
Yeah, yeah. 
 
Verse 1 
I've heard it said 
that a man would climb a mountain 
just to be with the one he loves. 
How many times has he broken that promise? 
It has never been done. 
I've never climbed the highest mountain, 
but I walked the hill of Calvary. 
 
Verse 2 
I've heard it said 
that a man would swim the oceans 
just to be with one he loves. 
But all of those dreams are an empty emotion, 
it can never be done. 
I never swam the deepest oceans, 
but I walked upon the raging sea. 
 
Bridge 
And I know that you don't understand 
the fullness of My love, 
how I died upon the cross for your sins. 
And I know that you don't realize 
how much that I gave you, 
but I promise I would do it all again. 
 
 
 
 

Chorus 2 
Just to be with you I've done ev'rything. 
there's no price I did not pay. 
Just to be with you I gave ev'rything. 
Yes, I gave my life away. 
Yeah, yeah. 
 
Ending 
I gave My life away, Oh, oh. 
I gave My life away, Oh, yeah. 
Just to be with you, just to be with you, 
just to be with you. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     
 
PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me.  The life I now live in 
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me. 

• In Christ, you and I are being built into a holy 
temple, a dwelling in which God lives by His 
Spirit.   

• In marriage under God, two people “become 
one” and parallel the mysterious relationship 
between Jesus and His bride, the church. May 
God be honored through marriage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK                   Romans 15:5-6 
 
Pastor: (Couples stand) May the God who gives endurance 

and encouragement give you the same attitude of 
mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so 
that with one mind and one voice you may glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Pastor: (All stand) May the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement give you the same attitude of mind 
toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that 
with one mind and one voice you may glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG     “My Life Is In You, Lord”            Gardner 
 

Chorus 
My life is in You, Lord.   
My strength is in You, Lord. 
My hope is in You, Lord, in You, it's in You. 
My life is in You, Lord.   
My strength is in You, Lord. 
My hope is in You, Lord, in You, it's in You. 
 
I will praise You with all of my life, 
I will praise You with all of my strength; 
With all of my life, with all of my strength, 
All of my hope, is in You.    Chorus 
 
It's in You, it's in You, 
it's in You, it's in You, it's in You. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Last day to donate food items for Faith United 
Methodist Church is Monday, Nov. 14 – financial 
donations and volunteer time is also appreciated.  
(see bulletin insert) 

• We will be replacing our American Flag after the 
service today in honor of Veterans Day. Please join 
us if you can. 

• Thanksgiving Eve Service at 7 pm. 
 
EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented and discipleship-  
 sending church. As disciples of Jesus sent into the  
 world, let’s follow in His path of loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
 Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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