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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Come Follow Me and Come Learn From Me 
 
 

 
We welcome Rev. Dr. Peter Meier back to lead worship and 
preach. A member of Hope with wife Kathy, he serves as the 
Executive Director of Missions and Outreach for the FL-GA 
district of LCMS churches. Welcome him warmly – and pray 
for and support this discipling partner of Hope. 
 

PRESERVICE THOUGHTS: Disciples Experience God 
Through Prayers Learned From Jesus 

This week we learn about calling upon God as our Father. 
While rare in Old Testament prayers, Jesus regularly 
addresses God as “Father” in prayer and encourages us to 
do the same.  The opening line to the Lord’s Prayer is Our 
Father Who art in Heaven.  In fact, all but one prayer shared 
by Jesus calls on God as “Father” (and that exception 
quotes the Old Testament Psalm 22:1).  Why such 
emphasis?  Jesus knew a thing or two about the heart of 
God.  Tucked away in Jeremiah 3:19, God is quoted saying 
to His people “I thought you would call me ‘Father’ and not 
turn away from following me.”  Beyond Jesus’ prayers, there 
are dozens upon dozens of more references to “Father” in 
his teaching.  This was Jesus’ primary alignment to God – 
for us and Him.  This relational image of Father and child is 
one of the ways Jesus directs us back to God.  The hope 
and heart of God is to be called “Father” by his people – by 
us, His children.  And while it got sideways in the Old 
Testament, we see Jesus bringing it home and setting it up 
the way God wants.  God wants you to call Him “Abba” 
(meaning “Father” in Aramaic, a common language of Jesus’ 
day among some Jews).  
 
PRAYER FOR THE WEEK 
Lord Jesus, thank You for teaching us about the heart of 
God as Father.  Father God, although You are Lord God 
Almighty, creator of the universe, and maker of all things 
visible and invisible, You're Father to me:  Divine Dad, 
heavenly Father, almighty Abba. So I pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 



WORSHIP VERSE  
 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.     
                                                                       ~ Psalm 150:6 
 
WORSHIP QUOTE   
 
Worship is like breathing:  You’re created to do it all the time.  
It's a lifestyle.    ~ Joseph L Garlington 
 
PRESERVICE PRAYER                 ~ Jesus, Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from the ‘evil one’.  Amen.                                                       

 
PRESERVICE MUSIC       “In Holy Conversation”            772  

(tune of 644 “The Church’s One Foundation) 
 

In holy conversation We speak to God in prayer,  
And at His invitation Our deepest thoughts we share. 
We come, His will obeying, As children bringing needs; 
And to support our praying, His Spirit intercedes. 
 
These holy conversations Begin in child-like ways; 
We bring our supplications And words of thanks and 
praise. 
With care our Father listens, To ev’ry thought expressed, 
Then answers our petitions In ways He knows are best. 
 
As holy conversation, In silence or by word, 
In ev’ry situation Through Jesus, we are heard. 
So let us pray securely, Expressing hopes and fears 
With confidence that surely Our Father ever hears. 

“Sweet Hour of Prayer” 
 

Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer!  
that calls me from a world of care,  
and bids me at my Father's throne  
make all my wants and wishes known.  
In seasons of distress and grief,  
my soul has often found relief,  
and oft escaped the tempter's snare  
by thy return, sweet hour of prayer!  
 
Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer!  
the joys I feel, the bliss I share  
of those whose anxious spirits burn  
with strong desires for thy return!  
With such I hasten to the place  
where God my Savior shows his face,  
and gladly take my station there,  
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!  
 
Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
thy wings shall my petition bear  
to him whose truth and faithfulness  
engage the waiting soul to bless.  
And since he bids me seek His face,  
believe his word, and trust his grace,  
I'll cast on Him my every care,  
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer!  

 
PSALM OF THE WEEK                    Psalm 139:7-12 

 
Where can I go from your Spirit? 
    Where can I flee from your presence? 
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
    if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
even there your hand will guide me, 
    your right hand will hold me fast. 



If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 
    and the light become night around me,” 
even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
    the night will shine like the day, 
    for darkness is as light to you. 
 

“God of Grace and God of Glory”                                      850 
 

God of grace and God of glory,  
On Your people pour Your pow’r; 
Crown Your ancient Church’s story; 
Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage  
For the facing of this hour, 
For the facing of this hour. 
 
Lo, the hosts of evil round us 
Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us  
Free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
For the living of these days, 
For the living of these days. 
 
Cure Your children’s warring madness;  
Bend our pride to Your control; 
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,  
Rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal, 
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 
 
Save us from weak resignation 
To the evils we deplore; 
Let the gift of Your salvation 
Be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
Serving You whom we adore, 
Serving You whom we adore. 

“How Great Thou Art”                                                        801 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder   
Consider all the works Thy hands hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed;  
 
Chorus 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art!  How great Thou art!  
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art!  How great Thou art!  

 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;  
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur  
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Chorus 
 
But when I think that God, His Son not sparing,  
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in. 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing  
He bled and died to take away my sin;  Chorus 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation  
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!  
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim:   
“My God, how great Thou art!”  Chorus 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
 
 



INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father who is in heaven; 
People: and of the Son who taught us to pray; 
 
Pastor: and of the Holy Spirit, who teaches us about 

temptation and how to live as children of God. 
People: Amen.  Lord teach us to pray and be steadfast 

in our faith. 
 
OPENING HYMN    “Be Still, My Soul, Before the Lord”   771 
 

Be still, my soul, before the Lord, 
For God is always near. 
Before your mind is moved to pray, 
God listens and will hear. 
 
You need not multiply your words 
Nor pray with practiced art. 
Beyond all speech, God understands  
The hunger of your heart. 
 
Wait, then, in quiet confidence, 
Your anxious thoughts at rest.   
God knows your needs before you ask 
And works for what is best. 
 
Be still, my soul, before the Lord; 
On God in patience wait. 
God’s love, unseen, surrounds your life; 
God’s help will not be late. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  

 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.  We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.   

  
 We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, Have mercy on us.   

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Pastor:    My friends, rejoice that in Christ you are Father 

God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 
Pastor:    And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE   “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”    790 
 

Praise to the Lord, 
the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him,  
for He is your health and salvation! 
Let all who hear  
Now to His temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 
 
Praise to the Lord,  
who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
Have you not seen  
All that is needful has been  
Sent by His gracious ordaining? 
 
Praise to the Lord,  
who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 
Health has bestowed and,  
when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 
What need or grief  
Ever has failed of relief?   
Wings of His mercy did shade you. 
 
Praise to the Lord, 
who will prosper your work and defend you; 
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
Ponder anew  
What the Almighty can do 
As with His love He befriends you. 
 
Praise to the Lord!   
O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that has life and breath,  
come now with praises before Him! 
Let the Amen 
Sound from His people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY           
 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, thank You for teaching us about the 
heart of God as Father. Father God, although You 
are Lord God Almighty, creator of the universe, and 
maker of all things visible and invisible, You're 
Father to me: Divine Dad, heavenly Father, 
almighty Abba. 

People:  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
CALL TO LISTEN          “Father Bless Us”   

 

Father, bless us as we come. 
Jesus walk beside us.   
Holy Spirit, guide us.       

 
SCRIPTURE READING                    Romans 8:9-17 
 

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the 
realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in 
you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do 
not belong to Christ.  But if Christ is in you, then even though 
your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives 
life because of righteousness.  And if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
because of his Spirit who lives in you. 
 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but 
it is not to the flesh, to live according to it.  For if you live 
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put 
to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
 

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of 
God.  The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so 
that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received 
brought about your adoption to sonship.  And by him we cry, 
“Abba, Father.”  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that 
we are God’s children.  



Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and 
co-heirs with Christ, if share in his glory. 
 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
COME FOLLOW ME:  DISCIPLESHIP POINT     
 
Reader:  From Luther’s Small Catechism on the Lord’s 

Prayer:  Our Father who art in heaven, or Our 
Father in heaven.  What does this mean?  With 
these words God tenderly invites us to believe that 
He is our true Father and that we are His true 
children, so that with all boldness and confidence, 
we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear 
father. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 
Reader:  In boldness and confidence, I come in Jesus’ name  

to call You Father. Lead me to do so daily, calling 
upon You in time of need and hope as my gracious, 
heavenly Father. 

People:  Amen. 
 
GOSPEL READING                                John 17:1-26 
 
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son 
may glorify you.  For you granted him authority over all 
people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 
given him.  Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.   
I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you 
gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence 
with the glory I had with you before the world began. 
 
 

“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the 
world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have 
obeyed your word.  Now they know that everything you have 
given me comes from you.  For I gave them the words you 
gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty 
that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 
I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those 
you have given me, for they are yours.  All I have is yours, 
and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through 
them.  I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them 
by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that 
they may be one as we are one.  While I was with them, I 
protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave 
me. None has been lost except the one doomed to 
destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
 
“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am 
still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of 
my joy within them.  I have given them your word and the 
world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more 
than I am of the world.  My prayer is not that you take them 
out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
it.  Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  As you sent 
me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  For them 
I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who 
will believe in me through their message, that all of them 
may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 
you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me.   

 

I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may 
be one as we are one—I in them and you in me—so that 
they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will 
know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 
 



“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me 
where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given 
me because you loved me before the creation of the world. 
“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I 
know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have 
made you known to them, and will continue to make you 
known in order that the love you have for me may be in 
them and that I myself may be in them.” 
 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

READING FROM JESUS’ SERMON            Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  God’s Word from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
People:  Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus taught. 
 

“This, then, is how you should pray: 
“‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from the evil one.’ 

 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  May we be hearers and doers of the Word. 
 
PRAYER FOR THE WEEK           based on Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor: I cannot pray our, if my faith has no room for others 

and their needs. 
People:  I cannot pray Father, if I do not demonstrate 

this relationship to God in my daily living. 
 

Pastor: I cannot pray who art in heaven, if all my interests 
and pursuits are in earthly things. 

People: I cannot pray hallowed be Thy name, if I’m not 
striving with God’s help to be holy. 

 
Pastor: I cannot pray Thy kingdom come, if I am unwilling 

or resentful of having it in my life. 
People: I cannot pray on earth as it is in heaven, unless 

I am truly ready to give myself to God’s service 
here and now. 

 
Pastor: I cannot pray give us this day our daily bread, 

without expending honest effort for it, or if I would 
withhold from my neighbor the bread that I receive. 

People:  I cannot pray forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, if I 
continue to harbor a grudge against anyone. 

 
Pastor: I cannot pray lead us not into temptation, if I 

deliberately choose to remain in a situation where I 
am likely to be tempted. 

People: I cannot pray deliver us from evil, if I am not 
prepared to fight and resist evil. 

 
Pastor: I cannot pray Thine is the kingdom, if I am unwilling 

to obey the King. 
People:  I cannot pray Thine is the power and the glory, 

if I’m seeking power for myself and for my own 
glory first. 

 
Pastor: I cannot pray forever and ever, if I am anxious 

about each day’s affairs. 
People: I cannot pray Amen, unless I can honestly say, 

“Cost what it may, this is my prayer.” 
 
Pastor: Lord, teach us to live in prayer, and in this case to 

live out our prayer as well. Amen? 
People: Amen! 
 



HYMN   “The Lord’s Prayer”   (tune of How Great Thou Art) 
 
Abba Father, hallow-ed be Thy na-ame 
Thy kingdom come, thy will on earth be done 
Give us this day, our daily bread O Fa-ather 
Forgive our sins as others we forgive 
And lead us not into tempta-ation 
Deliver us from e-e-vil 
Thine is the king…dom and the po - ower 
Glory for - e - ver.  A-a-men. 

 
MESSAGE                       Rev. Dr. Peter Meier 
 
STEWARDSHIP OF HOURS 
 
OFFERING HYMN       “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”      955 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
That we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence,  
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
NICENE CREED                                                               158 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth  
       and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only begotten Son of God, 
       begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, 
       very God of very God, 
       begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 

       who for us men and for our salvation 
       came down from heaven  
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin     
       Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and was buried. 
       And the third day He rose again according to the  
       Scriptures and ascended into heaven  
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       And He will come again with glory to judge both  
       the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have     
       no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son together is      
       worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
       prophets. 
       And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
       Church, 
       I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
       sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
       and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

• For our Heavenly Father’s name to be holy on earth as it 
is in heaven; 
 

• For our Heavenly Father’s kingdom to come to earth as it 
is in heaven; 

 

• For our Heavenly Father’s will to be done on earth as it is 
in heaven; 

 

• For our Heavenly Father’s physical blessings to be 
acknowledged as coming from Him; 

 

• For our Heavenly Father’s brand of forgiveness to work 
into our style of living; 

 



• For our Heavenly Father’s protection from evil and the 
temptations that would lead us away from Him; 

 
Pastor: These and any other things You would have us 

ask, O God, grant us in Your mercy through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
 
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• In Christ, I am a disciple called into a personal 
and rewarding relationship of prayer with God 
my Father.             

• In Christ, I am an adopted child of the Heavenly 
Father and the (w)hole of my heart is known fully 
to Him. 

• In Christ, I am a child of the Heavenly Father, the 
Divine Dad, the Almighty Abba, my Powerful 
Papa. 

 
BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK               Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make His face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn His face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN    “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”     940 
 

Holy God, we praise Thy name; 
Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 
All on earth Thy scepter claim, 
All in heaven above adore Thee. 
Infinite Thy vast domain, 
Everlasting is Thy reign. 
 
Hark!  The glad celestial hymn 
Angel choirs above are raising; 
Cherubim and seraphim, 
In unceasing chorus praising, 
Fill the heavens with sweet accord: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord! 
 
Lo, the apostles' holy train 
Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 
Prophets swell the glad refrain, 
And the white-robed martyrs follow, 
And from morn to set of sun 
Through the Church the song goes on. 
 
Thou art King of Glory, Christ; 
Son of God, yet born of Mary.  
For us sinners sacrificed, 
As to death a Tributary,  
First to break the bars of death,  
Thou hast opened heav’n to faith. 
 
Holy Father, holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 

 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• We are looking for participants for the Trunk or Treat, 
and volunteers for the activities on October 30th.  
 

Details for volunteers can be found on the Sign-up 
sheet in Fellowship Hall. 

• Hard After Thee 63 celebration on October 24, 
following worship. 

• Potluck Sign Up for October 31 - on rolling bulletin 
board in Fellowship Hall. 
 

EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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