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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Come Follow Me and Come Learn From Me 
 
 

 
PRESERVICE THOUGHTS 
 

Disciples Experience God Through Genuine Prayer 
Based in Right Motives 
 

When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to 
be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward in full.     ~ Jesus, Matthew 6:5 
 

As with many Sermon on the Mount topics, Jesus isn’t 
condemning all aspects of an area – like in our case of 
public prayer today.  He himself prayed publicly (i.e., John 
6:11, 11:41-42).  His point is not to avoid praying in public 
altogether; but rather to avoid praying in public like the 
hypocrites. Hypocrites had a reputation for praying in order 
to be seen as prayerful people. This is why Jesus says that 
they've already received their reward – people saw them. 
Jesus also indicates a lack of response from God (“reward” 
to the prayer) since they are merely praying for men.  If 
you’re praying for the acknowledgement of men, expect no 
response from God. You want to ensure God’s attention? 
Find a closet and get real with God there.  
 
WORSHIP VERSE      
 
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 

dwell in the tents of wickedness.     ~ Psalm 84:10   

 
WORSHIP QUOTE      
 
Worship is a believer's response to God's revelation of 
himself. It is expressing wonder, awe, and gratitude for the 
worthiness, the greatness, and the goodness of our Lord. It 
is the appropriate response to God's person, his provision, 
his power, his promises, and his plan.    ~ Nancy L. DeMoss  

 



PRESERVICE PRAYER   
 
Lord, Jesus Christ, as You teach me how to pray, remind me 
that it's always good to have a desire to pray, whether in 
private or public. But when choosing to pray in a public 
venue, there are extra pitfalls to navigate while doing so – 
such as the perception of others. Let me always stay 
focused on You – in private and public. Amen. 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC   
 
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”                                Lemmel 
 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
In the light of His glory and grace. 
 
Turn your thoughts upon Jesus, 
Drink deep of His comforting love, 
And the thoughts of sin and self and strife, 
Will be lost in the truth of His Word. 

 
“Lord Jesus Think on Me”                                              610 
 

Lord Jesus, think on me 
And purge away my sin; 
From worldly passions set me free 
And make me pure within. 
 
Lord Jesus, think on me,  
By anxious thoughts oppressed; 
Let me Your loving servant be  
And taste Your promised rest. 
 
Lord Jesus, think on me 
Amid the battle's strife; 
In all my pain and misery,  
O be my health and life! 

Lord Jesus, think on me  
Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity 
Point out Your chosen way. 
 
Lord Jesus, think on me  
That, when this life is past, 
I may the eternal brightness see  
And share Your joy at last. 

 
“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”                                    611 
 

Chief of sinners though I be,  
Jesus shed His blood for me, 
Died that I might live on high, 
Lives that I might never die. 
As the branch is to the vine, 
I am His, and He is mine. 
 
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 
Higher than the heav’ns above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, 
Lasting as eternity! 
Love that found me wondrous thought! 
Found me when I sought Him not. 
 
Only Jesus can impart 
Balm to heal the wounded heart, 
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 
Faith and hope to walk with God 
In the way that Enoch trod. 
 
Chief of Sinners though I be, 
Christ is all in all to me; 
All my wants to Him are known, 
All my sorrows are His own. 
He sustains the hidden life  
Safe with Him from earthly strife. 



O my Savior, help afford 
By Your Spirit and Your Word! 
When my wayward heart would stray, 
Keep me in the narrow way; 
Grace in time of need supply 
While I live and when I die. 

 
PSALM OF THE WEEK                                  Psalm 84:8-12 
 
Hear my prayer, LORD God Almighty; 
    listen to me, God of Jacob. 
Look on our shield, O God; 
    look with favor on your anointed one. 
 
Better is one day in your courts 
    than a thousand elsewhere; 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
    than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; 
    the LORD bestows favor and honor; 
no good thing does he withhold 
    from those whose walk is blameless. 
 
LORD Almighty, 
    blessed is the one who trusts in you. 
 
PSALM OF THE WEEK adapted as God’s voice to us 
 
[God:] My child, come – come to My dwelling place, 

come to the courts of My house; 
Heed that call from me on your heart and flesh  

      as it cries out for Me, the living God…    (84:1) 
There is no better place than My courts; 
     Were I to give you a lifetime to look,  
you’d find nothing as satisfying to your soul.  
      I know – I made you.             (84:10) 

 
 
 

“All Creatures of Our God and King”                       Draper         
 

(Tune of “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  LSB 816) 
 

All creatures of our God and King 
Lift up your voice and with us sing, 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam! 
O praise Him!  O praise Him! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Thou rushing wind that art so strong 
Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along, 
O praise Him!  Alleluia! 
Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 
O praise Him!  O praise Him! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
Make music for thy Lord to hear, 
O praise Him!  Alleluia! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
That givest man both warmth and light. 
O praise Him!  O praise Him! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
And all ye men of tender heart, 
Forgiving others, take your part, 
O sing ye!  Alleluia! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Praise God and on Him cast your care! 
O praise Him!  O praise Him! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 



Let all things their Creator bless, 
And worship Him in humbleness, 
O praise Him!  Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 
O praise Him!  O praise Him! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
 
OPENING SONG   “Blessed Jesus at Your Word”     904, v 1 
 

Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 
We are gathered all to hear You. 
Let our hearts and souls be stirred 
Now to seek and love and fear You, 
By Your teachings, sweet and holy, 
Drawn from earth to love You solely. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  

CONFESSIONAL SONG     “Lord Have Mercy”           
 
I come into Your presence Lord,  
Your child and Your ser - vant, 
bringing a repentant heart and sorrow for my sin; 
Though I claim to love You Lord,  
its not been with my whole heart  
Haven’t loved my neighbor as I love myself 

 
Chorus  
Lord have mercy, Christ   have   mer- cy,  
Lord have mer- cy   on     me; 
Lord have mercy, Christ   have   mer- cy,  
Lord have mer- cy   o   ̶ on  me. 
 
You know more than I do God the depth of my offens  -  es, 
Sins of thought, of word, and deed,  
both done and left undone; 
Now in faith I cry to You, re - membering my Sav  -  ior 
On account of Jesus’ blood, forgive me once again.  Chorus 
 
I have longed to know You and Your tender mer - cies, 
Like a river of forgiveness ever-flowing without end 
I bow my heart before You 
 in the goodness of Your pres - ence, 
Your grace forever shining like a beacon in the night.      
                                                                               
Chorus 2X 
 
 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
 



MOMENT OF JOY 
 
Pastor:    My friends, rejoice that in Christ 
 you are Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 

Pastor:    And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 
CALL TO LISTEN   “Blessed Jesus at Your Word”    904, v 2 
 

All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 
Till Your Spirit breaks our night 
With the beams of truth unclouded. 
You alone to God can win us; 
You must work all good within us. 

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK   
  
Pastor:   Join me in prayer, 
People:  Father God, let my time of worship today be 

one full of godly humility, confession of sin, 
and celebration of a life of forgiveness.  May I 
go home justified like the Tax Collector and live 
a life worthy of the calling I have received from 
You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 
SCRIPTURE READING                       Proverbs 28:13-14 
 
Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one 
who confesses and renounces them finds mercy. Blessed is 
the one who always trembles before God, but whoever 
hardens their heart falls into trouble. 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

GOD’S STORY ACTS 3  
 
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the 
time of prayer  ̶  at three in the afternoon. Now a man who 
was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate 
called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from 
those going into the temple courts.  When he saw Peter and 
John about to enter, he asked them for money.  Peter looked 
straight at him, as did John. 
 
Then Peter said, “Look at us!”  So the man gave them his 
attention, expecting to get something from them. Then Peter 
said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give 
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”  Taking 
him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the 
man’s feet and ankles became strong.  He jumped to his feet 
and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple 
courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.  When all the 
people saw him walking and praising God, they recognized 
him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple 
gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to him. 
 
While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people 
were astonished and came running to them in the place 
called Solomon’s Colonnade.  When Peter saw this, he said 
to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why 
do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we 
had made this man walk?  The God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant 
Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned 
him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go.  You 
disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a 
murderer be released to you.  You killed the author of life, 
but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 
By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and 
know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that 
comes through him that has completely healed him, as you 
can all see. 



“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, 
as did your leaders.  But this is how God fulfilled what he had 
foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah 
would suffer.  Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your 
sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come 
from the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah, who has 
been appointed for you  ̶  even Jesus. 
 
Story-er:  This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
COME FOLLOW ME: DISCIPLESHIP POINT     
 
Pastor:    The Role of Confession of Sin in the Life of a 

Disciple:  Christians are called to confess sins to 
one another – and hear them. While traditionally 
this is handled by a pastor or priest, any believer 
can do so.  Seek someone you can trust. The 
hearing believer is to speak words of forgiveness in 
the name of Jesus: Here’s Luther’s explanation on 
it: Confession consists of two parts: one, that we 
confess our sins; the other, that we receive 
absolution, or forgiveness, from the pastor or 
confessor as from God himself, and in no way 
doubt, but firmly believe that our sins are thereby 
forgiven before God in heaven. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 
Pastor:  Father God, thank You for forgiving all of our sins in 

the name of Jesus, who sacrificed His life for us. 
Help us set aside all pride that would keep us from 
confessing our sins to a fellow believer.  

People:  And do not let a judgmental attitude make me 
unapproachable for a fellow disciple’s 
confession. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 
 
 

SONG     “Great is Your Faithfulness”                               809 
 

Verse 1 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not:  Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
 
Chorus 
Great is Thy faithfulness!  Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

GOSPEL READING                                          Luke 18:9-14 
 
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 
looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable:  “Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—
robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax 
collector.  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 
 
SONG OF THE PHARISEE and the TAX COLLECTOR 
 

Great is my faithfulness, O God my Father;   
Unlike the others who pale next to me;  
You know my tithing and fasting, I fail not, 
Unlike these sinners – Oh thank God I’m me.  
Great is my faithfulness! Great is my faithfulness!  
Morning by morning my piety see. 
All I have needed to give I’ve provided;  
Great is my faithfulness, Lord, unto thee! 

 
“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.’  “I tell you that this man, rather than 
the other, went home justified before God.  



SONG OF THE PHARISEE and the TAX COLLECTOR 
 
Great is my sinfulness, O God my Father;  
There is no hint of uprightness in me. 
I stand in shame, my poor head I can lift not;  
I am a sinner God, ‘tis plain to see.  
Great is my sinfulness! Great is my sinfulness!  
Morning by morning your mercies I need.  
God, I have sinned and I seek Thy forgiveness;  
Great is my sinfulness – Lord, rescue me! 

 
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
READING FROM JESUS’ SERMON              Matthew 6:5-6 
 

Pastor:   God’s Word from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
People:  Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus taught. 
 
“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they 
love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street 
corners to be seen by others.  Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full.  But when you pray, go into your 
room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is 
unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, 
will reward you. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  May we be hearers and doers of the Word. 
 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING SONG  “Change My Heart, O God”      Espinosa 
 

Chorus 
Change my heart, O God, make it ever true; 
Change my heart, O God, may I be like You. 
 
Verse 
You are the Potter, I am the clay; 
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray.  
                                                   Chorus, Verse, Chorus 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH       
 
Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 



LORD'S PRAYER                                        Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
 
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• In Jesus, I am part of the church, the Bride of Christ. 

• In Christ, I am blessed by the ministry of Jesus the 
High Priest in the order of Melchizedek, through 
whom I am always welcome in God’s presence.        

• In Christ, I am a disciple called into a personal and 
rewarding relationship of prayer with God my Father.             

        
BENEDICTION SONG                               Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor:  May the LORD bless and keep you;  
People:  May the LORD bless and keep you; 
 
Pastor:  May His face shine upon you 
People:  May His face shine upon you    
 
 

Pastor:  May His Spirit be with you 
People:  May His Spirit be with you 
 
Pastor:  and give you peace. 
People:  and give you peace. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                   805 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

• Trunk or Treat – participants needed to decorate 
trunks – October 30 

• One Hope Potluck – October 31 
 

EXIT INVOCATION        
                         
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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