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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Come Follow Me and Come Learn From Me 
 
 

 
PRESERVICE THOUGHTS  
 

Disciples Know Jesus’ Heart about Oaths  
and Being a Person of One’s Word 

 

Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long 
ago, “Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows 
you have made.” But I tell you, do not swear an oath at 
all:  either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, 
for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 
Great King.  And do not swear by your head, for you cannot 
make even one hair white or black.  All you need to say is 
simply “Yes” or “No”; anything beyond this comes from the 
evil one.     ~ Jesus, Matthew 5:33-37 
 
Oaths are not totally out of order. They are recognized in 
covenant-making situations like wedding vows, religious 
commitments and court proceedings; Even God himself 
swore oaths (Hebrews 6:13).  Jesus does not mean swear 
no oaths at all like never, but rather swear no oaths at all 
such as in any variation, i.e. by heaven, by earth, by 
Jerusalem, or even by your own head.  You know other 
modern day ones:  On my mother’s grave, pinky-swear, or 
God’s honest truth.  What’s the big deal? Why does Jesus 
emphasize that anything beyond a simple “Yes” or “No” is 
from the evil one?  
 
People of Jesus’ day differentiated between the gravity of 
oaths bound to God and those bound to lesser things.  Jesus 
removes any such distinction.  Remember that Jesus is a 
revealer of motives in His Sermon on the Mount.  Why do 
people swear oaths anyway?  The “Honest to God” swearer 
is often trying is to manipulate a person or situation.  How do 
you react when you sense that someone is attempting to 
manipulate you?  Jesus is pulling the curtain back on verbal 
manipulators here – and the evil influencer behind it. 
 
 



WORSHIP VERSE      
 
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!   
My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my 
heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.  ~ Psalm 84:1-2   
 
WORSHIP QUOTE     
 
There is, however, equally great incentive to worship and 
love God in the thought that, for some unfathomable reason, 
he wants me as his friend, and desires to be my friend, and 
has given his son to die for me in order to realize this 
purpose, not merely that we know God, but that he knows 
us.    ~ J.I. Packer     

 
PRESERVICE PRAYER   
 
Father God, today I come to worship You, appreciating that 
Jesus has paved the way for me to come in His name.  I 
rejoice that I am forgiven of all sins and can come 
confidently in His name.  I rejoice that You pour out 
boundless blessings to me in His name as well, being 
treated as Your child whom You love.  In His name I pray. 
Amen. 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC   
 
The pre-service songs this morning fall into what I (pastor) 
might describe as meditative worship songs or prayer songs. 
I pray that God connects with You through them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“At the Cross”                            Tomlin   
    

Verse 1  
There’s a place where mercy reigns and never dies, 
there’s a place where streams of grace  
flow deep and wide; 
 
Pre-Chorus 
Where all the love I’ve ever found comes like a flood, 
comes flowing down. 
 
Chorus 
At the cross, at the cross, I surrender my life.  
I’m in awe of You, I’m in awe of You. 
Where Your love ran red, and my sin washed white. 
I owe all to You, I owe all to You, Jesus. 
 
Verse 2 
There’s a place where sin and shame are powerless, 
where my heart has peace with God and forgiveness. 
                                                           
Pre-Chorus, Chorus 
 
Bridge 
Here my hope is found, here on holy ground; 
Here I bow down, here I bow down. 
Here, arms open wide, here You saved my life;  
here I bow down, here I bow down.  
At the cross, at the cross I surrender my life.  
I’m in awe of You, I’m in awe of You. 
Where Your love ran red, and my sin washed white. 
I owe all to You, I owe all to You. 
 
I owe it all to You, I owe it all to You, Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 



“Draw Me Close”                                                   Carpenter 
 

Draw me close to You, never let me go. 
I lay it all down again 
to hear You say that I’m Your friend. 
You are my desire, no one else will do. 
'Cause nothing else could take Your place 
to feel the warmth of Your embrace. 
Help me find the way, bring me back to You,  
Lord, bring me back to You.    
 
Chorus 
You’re all I want.  You’re all I’ve ever needed. 
You’re all I want.  Help me know You are near.   
                                                              Verse, Chorus 
 
You’re all I want.  You’re all I’ve ever needed. 
You’re all I want.  Help me know You are near.   
Help me know You are here. 
You’re all I want.  You’re all I ever needed. 
You’re all I want.  Help me know You are near.   
Help me know You are here. 

 
“I Will Rise”                                                                 Tomlin   
 

There’s a peace I’ve come to know, 
though my heart and flesh may fail.     
There’s an anchor for my soul  
I can say, “It is well.”        
 
Pre-Chorus 
Jesus has overcome, and the grave is overwhelmed; 
The victory is won, He is risen from the dead. 

 
Chorus 
And I will rise when He calls my name; 
No more sorrow, no more pain. 
I will rise on eagle’s wings;  
Before my God fall on my knees, and rise.  I will rise. 

There’s a day that’s drawing near   
when this darkness breaks to light,     
and the shadows disappear, 
and my faith shall be my eyes.  Pre-Chorus, Chorus 
 
And I hear the voice of many angels sing, 
“Worthy is the Lamb!”      
And I hear the cry of ev’ry longing heart, 
“Worthy is the Lamb!”    Repeat, Chorus 

 
“Redeemer, Savior, Friend”                       Evans / Springer 
 

I know You had me on Your mind 
when You climbed up on that hill,                
for You saw me with eternal eyes,  
while I was yet in sin, 
Redeemer, Savior, Friend. 
 
Ev’ry stripe upon Your battered back 
ev’ry thorn that pierced Your brow, 
ev’ry nail drove deep through guiltless hands, 
said that Your love knows no end. 
Redeemer, Savior, Friend. 
 
Chorus 
Redeemer, redeem my heart again. 
Savior, come and shelter me from sin. 
You’re familiar with my weakness, 
devoted to the end.  Redeemer, Savior, Friend. 
 
So the grace You pour upon my life 
will return to You in praise, 
and I’ll gladly lay down all my crowns 
for the name by which I’m saved,                             
Redeemer, Savior, Friend.    Chorus 
 
Redeemer, Savior, Friend; 
Redeemer, Savior, Friend; 
Redeemer, Savior, Friend. 



WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
  
OPENING SONG     “Give Us Clean Hands”                   Hall 
 

Verse 
We bow our hearts, we bend our knees 
O Spirit come make us humble. 
We turn our eyes from evil things, 
O Lord, we cast down our idols. 
 
Chorus 
Give us clean hands, give us pure hearts. 
Let us not lift our souls to another. 
Give us clean hands, give us pure hearts. 
Let us not lift our souls to another. 
 
Bridge 
O God let us be a generation that seeks, 
that seeks Your face, O God of Jacob. 
O God let us be a generation that seeks, 
that seeks Your face, O God of Jacob.   
                                         
Verse, Chorus, Bridge 
 
We bow our hearts, we bend our knees 
O Spirit come make us humble. 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK     Exodus 32:11-14 
 
Pastor:  We are focused on Jesus’ teaching on oaths this 

week.  For confession, we bring to mind a time 
when Moses reminded God about one of His 
oaths.  Seeking the favor of the LORD regarding 
God’s people, he asked: LORD, why should Your 
anger burn against Your people, whom You 
brought out of Egypt with great power and a 
mighty hand?  Why should the Egyptians say: 

People: It was with evil intent that he brought them out, 
 to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them  

off the face of the earth’?  
 
Pastor: Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not 

bring disaster on your people.  Remember your 
servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you 
swore by your own self:  

People: I will make your descendants as numerous  
 as the stars in the sky and I will give your 
 descendants all this land I promised them,  
 and it will be their inheritance forever.  
 
Pastor: Then the LORD relented and did not bring on His 

people the disaster He had threatened. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        
 
Pastor: We too seek the favor of the Lord though we are 

deserving of His wrath due to our sinfulness.  
 Lord God, in Your Word, You instruct us, saying, 
People:  Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. (Philip 4:8). However, 
my thoughts and actions can often be far from 
pure.   



 I confess that I am by nature sinful and unclean 
and I am in need of Your forgiveness.  I take 
refuge in Your mercy, seeking Your grace 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus my 
Savior:  Be merciful to me, a sinner.  Almighty 
God, have mercy upon me, forgive me of my 
sin, and lead me in the way of everlasting life.  
Amen. 

 
Pastor: Thanks be to Jesus, God has relented and not 

brought disaster on His people. Upon this your 
confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor:    My friends, rejoice! In Christ we are 
 Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 

Pastor:    And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE    “Better Is One Day”                 Redman 
 

   (Sing just the opening lines before I launch into the psalm) 
 

How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty. 
My soul longs and even faints for You. 

 
PSALM OF THE WEEK              Psalm 84:1-8 
 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 
    LORD Almighty! 
My soul yearns, even faints, 
    for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh cry out 
    for the living God. 
Even the sparrow has found a home, 
    and the swallow a nest for herself, 
    where she may have her young— 
a place near your altar, 
    LORD Almighty, my King and my God. 
Blessed are those who dwell in your house; 
    they are ever praising you. 
Blessed are those whose strength is in you, 
    whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 
As they pass through the Valley of Baka, 
    they make it a place of springs; 
    the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 
They go from strength to strength, 
    till each appears before God in Zion. 
 Hear my prayer, LORD God Almighty; 
    listen to me, God of Jacob. 

 
How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty. 
My soul longs and even faints for You. 
For here my heart is satisfied within Your presence. 
I sing beneath the shadow of Your wings. 
 
Chorus 
Better is one day in Your courts,  
better is one day in Your house, 
better is one in Your courts,  
than thousands elsewhere.    Repeat 
 
One thing I ask and I would seek; to see Your beauty, 
to find You in the place Your glory dwells.   
                                                  Repeat, Chorus 2X 

 
My heart and flesh cry out for You, the living God. 
Your Spirit’s water for my soul. 
I’ve tasted and I’ve seen; come once again to me. 
I will draw near to You, I will draw near to You. 
                                                                  Chorus 2X 



PRAYER OF THE DAY           
 
Pastor:  Lord Jesus, our High Priest, thank You for always 

being in prayer and intercession over us and this 
world.  Thank You for opening the door to God’s 
presence for us also.  Continue to train us as a 
priestly apprentices as part of our life of 
discipleship under You. 

People:  In Your name we pray, Amen. 
                                   
CALL TO LISTEN     
“Jesus, Name Above All Names”   Chorus                    Cain 
 

Jesus, name above all names, 
Priest in the order of King Melchizedek.   
The High Priest, our Intercessor, 
Promised Messiah, forever Lord. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                             Genesis 14:17-24 

 
An Introduction to Melchidezek, King and Priest of Salem, 

a city later to be known as Jerusalem 
 
After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the 
kings allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet 
him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 
Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and 
wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed 
Abram, saying, 

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
    Creator of heaven and earth. 
And praise be to God Most High, 
    who delivered your enemies into your hand.” 

 
Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.  The king of 
Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people and keep the 
goods for yourself.” 
 
 

 
But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “With raised hand I 
have sworn an oath to the LORD, God Most High, Creator of 
heaven and earth, that I will accept nothing belonging to 
you, not even a thread or the strap of a sandal, so that you 
will never be able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’  I will accept 
nothing but what my men have eaten and the share that 
belongs to the men who went with me—to Aner, Eshkol and 
Mamre. Let them have their share.” 
 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                              Hebrews 6:13-20 
 
When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was 
no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by 
himself, saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many 
descendants.”   And so after waiting patiently, Abraham 
received what was promised. 
People swear by someone greater than themselves, and the 
oath confirms what is said and puts an end to all 
argument.  Because God wanted to make the 
unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of 
what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.  God did 
this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of 
the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged.  We 
have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.  
It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where our 
forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has 
become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 
 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
  
 
 
 



DISCIPLESHIP POINT     
 
Reader:  The Office of Christ (From Luther’s Catechism):  

 Jesus was anointed to be our Prophet, Priest, and 
King. As Priest, Jesus the Christ fulfilled the Law 
perfectly in our stead, described as active 
obedience; He also sacrificed Himself for our sins, 
known as passive obedience. And Jesus still 
pleads for us with His Heavenly Father, known as 
intercession.  As children of God, we too are 
priests, known collectively as the Priesthood of 
Believers, called to similar obedience and 
intercession for the sake of others. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER    
        
Reader:  Join me in prayer. 
People:  Lord Jesus, my High Priest, thank You for  

sacrificing Yourself for my sake; I love that 
Your “office hours” as priest are 24/7.  Remind 
me by Your Holy Spirit to avail myself of Your 
office hours and benefit from Your discipling 
leadership in my daily life.  Amen. 

 
GOSPEL READING                                  Matthew 26:57-68 
 
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the 
high priest, where the teachers of the law and the elders had 
assembled.  But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to 
the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down 
with the guards to see the outcome.   
 
The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for 
false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to 
death.  But they did not find any, though many false 
witnesses came forward.  Finally two came forward  and 
declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple 
of God and rebuild it in three days.’” 
 

Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you 
not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men 
are bringing against you?”  But Jesus remained silent. 
The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the 
living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 
 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: 
From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right 
hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of 
heaven.” 
 

Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has 
spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? 
Look, now you have heard the blasphemy.  What do you 
think?”  “He is worthy of death,” they answered.   
 

Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. 
Others slapped him and said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah. 
Who hit you?” 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
  
MESSAGE FROM JESUS’ SERMON         Matthew 5:33-37 
 
Pastor:    God’s Word from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
People:  Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus taught. 
  
“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long 
ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows 
you have made.’  But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all:  
 
either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it 
is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great 
King.   And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make 
even one hair white or black.  All you need to say is simply 
‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.” 
 
Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  May we be hearers and doers of the Word. 



MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 
OFFERING SONG    “I Offer My Life”  Chorus        Cloninger 
 

Lord, I offer my life to You,  
ev’rything I've been through, use it for Your glory; 
Lord, I offer my days to You, lifting my praise to You 
as a pleasing sacrifice, Lord, I offer You my life. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                        Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
 

Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 

• In Christ, I am a disciple who is willing to waive 
my personal rights if I’m a stumbling block to 
others.   

• In Jesus, I am part of the church, the Bride of 
Christ.               

• In Christ, I am surely blessed by the ministry of 
Jesus the High Priest in the order of 
Melchizedek, through whom I am always 
welcome in God’s presence.               
 

BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK              Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 



CLOSING SONG      “Cry of My Heart”                        Butler 
 

Chorus 
It is the cry of my heart to follow You. 
It is the cry of my heart to be close to You. 
It is the cry of my heart to follow 
all of the days of my life.  Repeat 

 
Teach me Your holy ways, O Lord,  
so I can walk in Your truth. 
Teach me Your holy ways, O Lord,       
and make me wholly devoted to You. O, O, O.    Chorus 
 
Open my eyes so I can see 
the wonderful things that You do. 
Open my heart up more and more, 
and make it wholly devoted to You. O, O, O.    
 
Instrumental, Chorus 2X 
 
All of the days of my life, all of the days of my life. 
All of the days of my life, all of the days of my life. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Family Life Group – First Meeting at 5:30 pm on 

September 29 with food and chapel.  All families 

invited with preschool / elementary-aged kid(s) and 

siblings are welcome. 

• Fall Clean Up October 2 at 9 am 

• Hard 63 Check-in October 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
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