
 

Sunday, September 19, 2021 

9:30 am Service 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Come Follow Me and Come Learn From Me 
 
 

WORSHIP VERSE     
 

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will 
they existed and were created.”    ~ Revelation 4:11 

 
WORSHIP QUOTE     
 

Thanksgiving is the enemy of discontent and satisfaction.    
                                                                  ~ Harry Ironside    

 
PRESERVICE THOUGHTS:  Disciples know Jesus’ heart 
regarding relationships of unity, marriage, and divorce. 
 

It has been said, “Anyone who divorces his wife must give 
her a certificate of divorce.”  But I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her 
the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery.    ~ Jesus, Matthew 5:31-32   
 
Nearly everyone has been touched by the sad reality of 
marriages ending in divorce. A fuller treatment of this topic in 
the Bible is found in Mark 10 (or Matthew 19), where Jesus 
brings up hardness of heart as a root cause for divorce. As 
with other areas of sin, Jesus draws attention to the motive 
lurking behind a situation rather than the action alone. 
Though not in God’s original plan, divorce is permitted in 
certain circumstances due to people’s hardness of heart – 
from which comes all kinds of evil (consider the chilling 
possibility of a divorced woman versus a dead wife).  
 
Dallas Willard addresses this teaching of Jesus in one of his 
books:  Hard hearts may make divorce necessary to avoid 
greater harm, and hence make it permissible.  But kingdom 
hearts are not hard, and they together can find ways to bear 
with each other, to speak truth in love, to change – often 
through times of great pain and distress – until the tender 
intimacy of mutual, covenant-framed love finds a way for the 
two lives to remain one, beautifully and increasingly. (The 
Divine Conspiracy, Willard, p. 172).  



PRESERVICE PRAYER   
 
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh (Ezekiel 36:26).  Jesus Christ, can we sit and ponder 
any hardness in my heart – not just with marriage, but with 
life in general?  Kingdom hearts are not hard hearts, and I 
want a kingdom heart like You.  Where I need it, help me to 
soften my attitudes, to question my motives, and to love well 
in my relationships.  In Your name I pray. Amen. 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC     
“Bless the Lord My Soul” (internal conversation)           814 
 

O bless the Lord, my soul! 
Let all within me join 
And aid my tongue to bless His name 
Whose favors are divine. 
 
O bless the Lord, my soul, 
Nor let His mercies lie 
Forgotten in unthankfulness 
And without praises die! 
 
'Tis He forgives thy sins; 
'Tis He relieves thy pain; 
'Tis He that heals thy sicknesses 
And makes thee young again. 
 
He crowns thy life with love 
When ransomed from the grave; 
He that redeemed my soul from hell 
Hath sov'reign pow'r to save. 
 
He fills the poor with good; 
He gives the suff’rers rest. 
The Lord hath judgments for the proud 
And justice for th' oppressed. 
 

His wondrous works and ways 
He made by Moses known, 
But sent the world His truth and grace 
By His beloved Son. 

 
“Be Still My Soul” (internal conversation)                       752   
                                   

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend    
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
To guide the future as He has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 
 

Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 
And all is darkened in this vale of tears; 
Then you will better know His love, His heart, 
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
From His own fullness all He takes away. 
 
Be still, my soul; the hour is hast'ning on 
When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

 
 
 
 
 



PSALM OF THE WEEK              Psalm 119:169-176 
 

May my cry come before you, LORD; 
    give me understanding according to your word. 
May my supplication come before you; 
    deliver me according to your promise. 
May my lips overflow with praise, 
    for you teach me your decrees. 
May my tongue sing of your word, 
    for all your commands are righteous. 
May your hand be ready to help me, 
    for I have chosen your precepts. 
I long for your salvation, LORD, 
    and your law gives me delight. 
Let me live that I may praise you, 
    and may your laws sustain me. 
I have strayed like a lost sheep. 
    Seek your servant, 
    for I have not forgotten your commands. 

 

Psalm 119:169-176 in adapted for our prayer life: 

 

    [us] I lift my cry before You, LORD; 
        give me understanding according to Your word. 
    May my prayer be heard in Jesus’ name: 
        deliver me according to Your promise. 
    Then my lips can overflow with praise, 
        for You will have taught me Your decrees. 
    Mind at ease, tongue set free, I sing of Your word, 
        celebrating the righteousness of Your commands. 

 

[God] My hand stands ready to help you 
    as you have chosen My precepts. 

 

    [us] Heighten my longing for Your salvation, LORD, 
        deepen my delight in Your law. 
    Let me live that I may praise you, 
        and may Your precious Word sustain me. 
    Though time and again I have strayed like a lost sheep. 
        continue to seek Your servant, 
    for I have not forgotten Your commands. 

“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”  (Song of Prayer)     940  
 

Holy God, we praise Thy name; 
Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 
All on earth Thy scepter claim, 
All in heav’n above adore Thee. 
Infinite Thy vast domain, 
Everlasting is Thy reign. 
 
Hark!  The glad celestial hymn 
Angel choirs above are raising; 
Cherubim and seraphim, 
In unceasing chorus praising, 
Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord: 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord! 
 
Lo, the apostles' holy train 
Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 
Prophets swell the glad refrain, 
And the white-robed martyrs follow, 
And from morn to set of sun 
Through the Church the song goes on. 
 
Holy Father, holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 
 

“Abide with Me” (Song of Prayer)                                878  
 

Abide with me, fast falls the even tide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 
 



I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 
 
Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 
But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings; 
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea. 
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 
 
Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joy grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight  and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting?  Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 
 
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.  

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 

OPENING HYMN OF PRAYER   
“Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”                      707 
 

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
To know and do His will! 
 
Order my footsteps by Thy Word 
And make my heart sincere; 
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 
But keep my conscience clear. 
 
Assist my soul, too apt to stray, 
A stricter watch to keep; 
And should I e'er forget Thy way, 
Restore Thy wand'ring sheep. 
 
Make me to walk in Thy commands 
'Tis a delightful road 
Nor let my head or heart or hands 
Offend against my God. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  

 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left 
undone.   We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves.   



 We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, Have mercy on us.   

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
KYRIE                “Lord Have Mercy”         152 
 
Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation  
 let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For the peace of the whole world,  
 for the well-being of the Church of God,  
 and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
 worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE       “This Is the Feast”                155 
 

Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God.    Refrain 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  
and honor, blessing, and glory are His.    Refrain 
 

Sing with all the people of God,  
and join in the hymn of all creation:     
Blessing, honor, glory, and might  
be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen.    Refrain 
 

For the Lamb who was slain  
has begun His reign.  Alleluia.   
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

MOMENT OF JOY 
 

Pastor:    My friends, rejoice that in Christ 
 you are Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 

Pastor:    And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK   
  

Pastor:  Father God, 
People:  Thank You for the reminder that marriage is  

Your creation, not merely a social construct of 
man.  Let us all aspire to treat Your gift of 
marriage with respect, whether it’s our own or 
someone else’s. In the powerful name of Jesus 
we pray. Amen.      



CALL TO LISTEN  “Change My Heart, Oh God”     Chorus 
 

Change my heart, Oh God, make it ever true; 
Change my heart, Oh God, may I be like You. 
You are the Potter, I am the clay 
Mold me and make me; this is what I pray. 

          
SCRIPTURE READING                                Malachi 2:13-16 
 
Another thing you do:  You flood the LORD’s altar with tears. 
You weep and wail because he no longer looks with favor on 
your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your 
hands.  You ask, “Why?” It is because the LORD is the 
witness between you and the wife of your youth. You have 
been unfaithful to her, though she is your partner, the wife of 
your marriage covenant. 
 

Has not the one God made you? You belong to him in body 
and spirit. And what does the one God seek? Godly 
offspring. So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful to 
the wife of your youth. 
 

“The man who hates and divorces his wife,” says the LORD, 
the God of Israel, “does violence to the one he should 
protect,” says the LORD Almighty. So be on your guard, and 
do not be unfaithful. 
 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                         1 Corinthians 7:1-5 
  
Now for the matters you wrote about: “It is good for a man 
not to have sexual relations with a woman.” But since sexual 
immorality is occurring, each man should have sexual 
relations with his own wife, and each woman with her own 
husband. The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his 
wife, and likewise the wife to her husband.  

The wife does not have authority over her own body but 
yields it to her husband. In the same way, the husband does 
not have authority over his own body but yields it to his wife. 
Do not deprive each other except perhaps by mutual 
consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to 
prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not 
tempt you because of your lack of self-control.                                     
 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
DISCIPLESHIP POINT     

 
Reader:  From Sphere Three: Relationships at Home 

Jim Putman’s book DiscipleShift describes four 
areas of growth for disciples: (1) With God himself, 
(2) with His church family, (3) in your home life, and 
(4) in the world. Chapters 5 and 6 of Ephesians 
include a focus on personal family; such as what a 
home life should look like in terms of wife/husband 
and parents/child relationships. This area can often 
go neglected, be highly sensitive for us, and look 
nothing like the rest of our lives.  But the Spirit 
wants to influence every part of our lives, including 
our homes.  

 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 
Reader:  Father God, lead us to willingly submit our houses  

and our home lives to Your will. Bless specifically 
the relationships we share under our roofs. 

People:  We want our home lives to bring honor to You  
  Father God in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL READING                                          Mark 10:1-12 
 
Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea 
and across the Jordan. Again crowds of people came to him, 
and as was his custom, he taught them. 
Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife?” 
“What did Moses command you?” he replied. 
They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of 
divorce and send her away.” 
“It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you 
this law,” Jesus replied. “But at the beginning of creation 
God ‘made them male and female.’ 
 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ So 
they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God 
has joined together, let no one separate.” 
When they were in the house again, the disciples asked 
Jesus about this. He answered, “Anyone who divorces his 
wife and marries another woman commits adultery against 
her. And if she divorces her husband and marries another 
man, she commits adultery.” 
  
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
READING FROM JESUS’ SERMON   Matthew 5:31-32 
 
Pastor:    God’s Word from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
People:  Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus taught. 
  
“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give 
her a certificate of divorce.’  But I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her 
the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery.” 
 
Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  May we hear it and do it. 

MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 
OFFERING HYMN     “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”        955 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
That we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 
Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence,  
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
NICENE CREED                                                               158 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth  
       and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only begotten Son of God, 
       begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, 
       very God of very God, 
       begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 
       who for us men and for our salvation 
       came down from heaven  
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin     
       Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and was buried. 
       And the third day He rose again according to the  
       Scriptures and ascended into heaven  
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       



       And He will come again with glory to judge both  
       the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have     
       no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son together is      
       worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the  
       prophets. 
       And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
       Church, 
       I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
       sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
       and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH    
 
Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                        Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 
 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
 
 
 

PREFACE (chanted)                                                160  
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE                                                          
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, Almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we 
praise You for Jesus, Your only-begotten Son, by 
whose sacrifice and authority we are welcome into 
Your presence.  Accept our thanksgiving by our 
presence and participation in this holy sacrament.   
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
SANCTUS                                                                         161 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AGNUS DEI                                                                       163  
 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN  
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”                       633, v 1,8 
 

At the Lamb's high feast we sing 
Praise to our victorious King 
Who hath washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His pierced side.  Alleluia! 
 
Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise.  Alleluia! 

 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   “Thank the Lord”        164 
 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; 
Tell ev’ry one what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises 
and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

  
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
 
 

OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• In Christ, I am a dearly loved child of God. As 
such I will walk in the way of love, including a 
sexual lifestyle that honors God. 

• In Christ, I am a disciple who is willing to waive 
my personal rights if I’m a stumbling block to 
others.   

• In Jesus, I am part of the church, the Bride of 
Christ.               

 
BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK              Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN       “Amazing Grace”                            744 
 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
Was blind but now I see! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
His grace will lead me home. 



Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 
And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail 
In heaven’s joy and peace. 
 
When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Blood Drive – Sunday, September 26 – 8 am to 1 pm 

• Family Life Group – First Meeting at 5:30 pm on 

September 29 with food and chapel.  All families 

invited with preschool / elementary-aged kid(s) and 

siblings are welcome. 

• Mark your calendars for Fall Clean Up October 2 
 
EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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