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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Come Follow Me and Come Learn From Me 
 
 

WORSHIP VERSE   
 

Oh come let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before 
the Lord our maker, for he is our God.   ~  Psalm 95:6-7   
 
WORSHIP QUOTE  
 

Worship has been misunderstood as something that arises 
from a feeling which “comes upon you,” but it is vital that we 
understand that it is rooted in a conscious act of the will, to 
serve and obey the Lord Jesus Christ.   ~ Graham Kendrick 

 
PRESERVICE THOUGHTS   
 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

     ~ Jesus, Matthew 5:17  
 
When it comes to games, some people learn the rules, not 
simply to play properly, but to use them to their advantage. 
Others ignore rules, viewing them as suggestions or killjoys. 
Their cry is “rules are meant to be broken.” From Scrabble to 
sports to life itself you’ll find both approaches to rules.  
 

Jesus was neither a law-breaker nor simply a law-keeper, 
but rather a law-fulfiller. He didn't merely fulfill the law in 
word only. He operated with the spirit of the law in mind also 
– something His enemies often lacked in their own “lawful” 
behavior. His Sermon on the Mount helps us capture the 
spirit of the law also. But Jesus didn't just talk the talk. He 
walked the walk – and encourages us to be such people as 
well.  
 

PRESERVICE PRAYER   
 

Lord Jesus, I pray that You would help me value and respect 
the teachings, the laws and commands of Your Word the 
way that You did. I pray that I would seek not to evade them, 
nor merely use them to some advantage in relationship to 
others, but to fulfill the spirit behind them. I want to do so to 
the glory of God the Father just like You did. Amen. 



PRESERVICE MUSIC   
 
“Where Charity and Love Prevail”                                    845 
   

Where charity and love prevail 
There God is ever found; 
Brought here together by Christ’s love 
By love are we thus bound. 
 
With grateful joy and holy fear 
His charity we learn; 
Let us with heart and mind and soul 
Now love Him in return.                           
 
Forgive we now each other’s faults 
As we our faults confess, 
And let us love each other well 
In Christian holiness. 
 
Let strife among us be unknown; 
Let all contention cease; 
Be God’s the glory that we seek;           
Be ours His holy peace. 
 
Let us recall that in our midst 
Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined           
We are in Him made one. 
 
For love excludes no race or clan 
That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all 
Whose Father is the same. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PSALM OF THE WEEK                          Psalm 119:129-136 
 
Your statutes are wonderful; 
    therefore I obey them. 
The unfolding of your words gives light; 
    it gives understanding to the simple. 
I open my mouth and pant, 
    longing for your commands. 
Turn to me and have mercy on me, 
    as you always do to those who love your name. 
Direct my footsteps according to your word; 
    let no sin rule over me. 
Redeem me from human oppression, 
    that I may obey your precepts. 
Make your face shine on your servant 
    and teach me your decrees. 
Streams of tears flow from my eyes, 
    for your law is not obeyed. 
 
ADAPTED FOR US IN PRAYER FORMAT 
 
    Lord God, Your statutes are wonderful; 
        therefore I have learned to obey them. 
    Your unfolded words give light; 
        even the simple can gain understanding. 
    I open my mouth with a thirst, 
        a longing for Your commands. 
    Turn to me and, in Your mercy, satisfy me, 
        as You always do for those who love Your name. 
    Direct my footsteps according to Your word, 
        letting no sin rule over me. 
    Preserve me from other’s sinful oppression as well, 
        that I may thrive under Your precepts. 
    I look forward to Your face shining on me 
        and teaching Your servant Your decrees. 
    And may it be that streams of tears flow from my eyes 
        when Your law is left unobeyed. 

 
 



“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”                                     711  
 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 
Much we need Your tender care. 
In Your pleasant pastures feed us, 
For our use Your fold prepare. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
You have bought us; we are Yours. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
You have bought us; we are Yours. 
 
We are Yours; in love befriend us, 
Be the guardian of our way; 
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us, 
Seek us when we go astray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus 
Hear us children when we pray. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Hear us children when we pray. 
 
You have promised to receive us, 
Poor and sinful though we be; 
You have mercy to relieve us, 
Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Early let us turn to You. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus 
Early let us turn to You. 
 
Early let us seek Your favor, 
Early let us do Your will; 
Blessed Lord and only Savior, 
With Your love our spirits fill. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
You have loved us, love us still. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
You have loved us, love us still. 

    
 

“There Is a Balm in Gilead”                                                749   
 

Chorus 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To make the wounded whole; 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To heal the sin-sick soul. 
 
Sometimes I feel discouraged 
And think my work's in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit  
Revives my soul again.    Chorus 
 
If you cannot preach like Peter, 
If you cannot pray like Paul, 
You can tell the Love of Jesus  
And say He died for all.    Chorus 
 
Don't ever feel discouraged, 
For Jesus is your friend; 
And if you lack for knowledge, 
He'll ne'er refuse to lend.    Chorus 

 
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                                         739 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand; 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 
Through the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light. 
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 
 
When my way grows drear, 
Precious Lord, linger near, 
When my life is almost gone, 
Hear my cry, hear my call; 
Hold my hand lest I fall. 
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 
 



When the darkness appears 
And the night draws near 
And the day is almost gone, 
At the river I stand; 
Guide my feet, hold my hand, 
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
 
OPENING HYMN  “Salvation unto Us Has Come”  555, v 1-4 
  

Salvation unto us has come 
By God’s free grace and favor; 
Good works cannot avert our doom, 
They help and save us never. 
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 
Who did for all the world atone; 
He is our one Redeemer. 

 
What God did in His Law demand 
And none to Him could render 
Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand 
For man, the vile offender. 
Our flesh has not those pure desires 
The spirit of the Law requires. 
And lost is our condition. 

It was a false, misleading dream 
That God His Law had given 
That sinners could themselves redeem 
And by their works gain heaven. 
The Law is but a mirror bright 
To bring in the inbred sin to light  
That lurks within our nature. 
 
From sin our flesh could not abstain, 
Sin held its sway unceasing; 
The task was useless and in vain, 
Our guilt was e’er increasing. 
None can remove sin’s poisoned dart 
Or purify our guileful heart 
So deep is our corruption. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS (based on Galatians 5:13-26)  
 
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do 
not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one 
another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in 
keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  If you bite and devour each other, watch out or 
you will be destroyed by each other.   
 
Confession: Father, forgive me for misusing my freedom  

in Christ, for indulging my sinful flesh, for 
being unwilling to serve, or serving with a 
poor attitude.  Forgive me for not loving my 
neighbor as myself, and for the times when 
I have destroyed people with my words 
rather than build them up in You.  

 
So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the 
desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is contrary to 
the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They 
are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do 
whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not under the law. 



 
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity 
and debauchery, idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, 
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 
and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I 
did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 
 
Confession: Father, forgive me for participating in acts  

of the flesh as just mentioned.  Forgive me 
for doing what is contrary to Your Spirit’s 
will and leading. May I not minimize my sin,  
but call it what it is, what You say it is.  

 
 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law. Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep 
in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each other. 
 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Confession: Father, in the name of Jesus our Lord and  

Savior, I seek forgiveness of all my sin, and 
pray that by keeping in step with the Holy 
Spirit, I may produce fruit appropriate for a 
child of Your kingdom. May I stay humble, 
daily crucifying my flesh with its passions 
and desires, and living by Your Spirit, bring 
You honor and glory with every breath I 
take. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

 
 
 
 

WORDS OF ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Pastor:    My friends, rejoice that in Christ 
 you are Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 
Pastor:    And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE     “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”     657 
 

A mighty fortress is our God,  
A sword and shield victorious; 
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod  
And wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe Has sworn to work us woe.     
With craft and dreadful might  
He arms himself to fight. 
On earth he has no equal. 
 

No strength of ours can match his might. 
We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight,  
Whom God Himself elected. 
You ask who this may be? 
The Lord of hosts is He, 
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
God’s only Son, adored.    
He holds the field victorious. 
 



Though hordes of devils fill the land  
All threat’ning to devour us,  
We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
They cannot overpow’r us. 
Let this world’s tyrant rage; 
In battle we’ll engage. 
His might is doomed to fail;  
God’s judgment must prevail! 
One little word subdues him. 
 

God’s Word forever shall abide, 
No thanks to foes, who fear it; 
For God Himself fights by our side 
With weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house,  
Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
Though life be wrenched away, 
They cannot win the day. 
The Kingdom’s ours forever! 

 
PRAYER FOR THE WEEK 
 
Pastor: Jesus Christ, You sent the Holy Spirit to guide us 

into all the truth. We pray that You would have Him 
guide us into the truth of Your word by helping us to 
grasp, discern, and apply the spirit of the law that 
we may fulfill it to the glory of God our Father. 

People:  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 
CALL TO LISTEN     “Ancient Words”           chorus 
 

Ancient words, ever true, 
changing me and changing you; 
We have come with open hearts,  
O, let the ancient words impart. 

 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE STORY                   2 Chronicles 34:8,9 14-21 
     
Here is a story about some of the those ancient words:            
In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, to purify the land 
and the temple, he sent Shaphan son of Azaliah and 
Maaseiah the ruler of the city, with Joah son of Joahaz, the 
recorder, to repair the temple of the LORD his God. 
  
They went to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money 
that had been brought into the temple of God, which the 
Levites who were the gatekeepers had collected from the 
people of Manasseh, Ephraim and the entire remnant of 
Israel and from all the people of Judah and Benjamin and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  
  
While they were bringing out the money that had been taken 
into the temple of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book 
of the Law of the LORD that had been given through Moses. 
Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the 
Book of the Law in the temple of the LORD.” He gave it to 
Shaphan. 
  
Then Shaphan took the book to the king and reported to him: 
“Your officials are doing everything that has been committed 
to them. They have paid out the money that was in the 
temple of the LORD and have entrusted it to the supervisors 
and workers.” Then Shaphan the secretary informed the 
king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan 
read from it in the presence of the king. 
  
When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his 
robes. He gave these orders to Hilkiah, Ahikam son of 
Shaphan, Abdon son of Micah, Shaphan the secretary and 
Asaiah the king’s attendant: “Go and inquire of the LORD for 
me and for the remnant in Israel and Judah about what is 
written in this book that has been found.  
 
 
  



Great is the LORD’s anger that is poured out on us because 
those who have gone before us have not kept the word of 
the LORD; they have not acted in accordance with all that is 
written in this book.” 
  
Reader:  This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
  
SCRIPTURE READING                                  Romans 8:1-4 
  
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the 
Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and 
death. For what the law was powerless to do because it was 
weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he 
condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fully met [or “fulfilled”] in us 
who do not live according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit.                             
  
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
  
DISCIPLESHIP POINT   
  
Reader: YIELDING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT:  In seeking to 

grow as disciples of Jesus, we talk of three crucial 
components God uses to bring about spiritual 
growth: His Word, His Spirit, and His people. Today 
we bring to mind the second of the list. Jesus 
promised the Holy Spirit would remind His disciples 
of what He taught; that Spirit helps us too. Below is 
an opening prayer reminding you to yield to the 
Holy Spirit in both your devotions and in life itself. 

   
 
 
 

A DISCIPLE’S PRAYER FOR DEVOTIONAL TIME   
  
Reader: Join me in this prayer:  
People: Spirit of God, You are my primary teacher of  
 God’s Word; I yield my heart and mind, my soul 

and spirit, my will and imagination to You as I 
immerse myself in the Word during these 
dedicated moments. Teach me in Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

 
GOSPEL READING                                  John 4:1-26 
 
Please just listen….. 
 
Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he 
was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John—
although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his 
disciples.  So he left Judea and went back once more to 
Galilee.  Now he had to go through Samaria.  So he came to 
a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
Jacob had given to his son Joseph.  Jacob’s well was there, 
and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the 
well. It was about noon.   
 

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said 
to her, “Will you give me a drink?”  (His disciples had gone 
into the town to buy food.)   The Samaritan woman said to 
him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 
you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans.) 
 

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it 
is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and 
he would have given you living water.”   
 
“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and 
the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?  Are 
you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and 
drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”   



Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in 
them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”   
The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I 
won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw 
water.”  He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
 

“I have no husband,” she replied.  Jesus said to her, “You 
are right when you say you have no husband.  The fact is, 
you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is 
not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 
“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet.   
Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews 
claim that the place where we must worship is in 
Jerusalem.”     
 

“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when 
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem.  You Samaritans worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the 
Jews.   
 

Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, 
for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is 
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in 
truth.”    
 

The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is 
coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”   

Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 
 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM JESUS’ SERMON      Matthew 5:17-20 
 
Pastor:   God’s Word from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
People:  Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus taught. 
 
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, 
not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by 
any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished.   
 

Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven.  
 

For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that 
of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will 
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  May we be hearers and doers of the Word. 
 

MESSAGE                                            Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 

PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 

OFFERING HYMN   “Take My Life and Let It Be”    784 v 5,6 
 

Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be not longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne, It shall be Thy royal throne.   
 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour  
At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be, 
Ever, only, all for Thee, Ever, only, all for Thee.  



APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                        Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 
 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
 

    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
 

Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• I am a disciple of Christ, always willing to give 
an answer to anyone who asks the reason for 
the hope that I have in Christ. 

• I am a God-fearing follower of Jesus, and when I 
am insulted because of the name of Christ, I am 
blessed because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests on me.   

• In Christ, I seek to live by the Spirit and keep in 
step with the Spirit, desiring to be more like 
Jesus: Not a law breaker, nor merely a law 
keeper, but a law fulfiller – in spirit and in truth. 

 
BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK              Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING HYMN   
“Salvation unto Us Has Come”                              555, v 5-6 
 

Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 
Or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 
Our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the Law obeyed 
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 
Which over us impended. 
 
Since Christ has full atonement made 
And brought us to salvation, 
Each Christian therefore may be glad 
And build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
Your death is now my life indeed, 
For You have paid my ransom. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• One Hope Sunday – Bring your lunch 8/29. 
 

EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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