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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Come Follow Me and Come Learn From Me 
 
 

WORSHIP VERSE      
 
The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my 
salvation; this is my God and I will praise him, my father's 
God and I will exalt him.    ~ Exodus 15:2 
 
WORSHIP QUOTE     
All Christian power springs from communion with God and 
from the indwelling of divine grace.    ~ James H Aughey   

 

PRESERVICE THOUGHTS  
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.     ~ Jesus, Matthew 5:11-12   
 
At first glance, it might seem like a no-brainer to pray for 
Christian persecution to cease, but if you haven’t already 
done so, reconsider how you pray about those who suffer for 
Christ, including yourself.  The Apostle Paul was often saved 
from death but suffered a great deal on account of Jesus – 
AND he considered that an honor to do so. (see Acts 9:16, 
Philippians 1:29).  Here are three good reasons NOT to pray 
for an end to persecution of Christians, which we look at in 
greater detail in the coming days:  
 

1. The church grows in times of persecution. 
2. Faith in God grows in times of persecution. 
3. Jesus said that Hs followers would endure 

persecution. 
 

In light of this, and of our own perspective coming into this 
week, lets ask God to help us face whatever comes our way 
as we carry the name of Jesus; to quote the Apostle Paul, 
for your sake’s we face death all day long (Romans 8:36). 
 
 
 



PRESERVICE PRAYER   
 

Lord God, You tell us that our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood (Ephesians 6:12). Help me to be one who prays 
for those who persecute Your followers, whether that’s me or 
my brothers and sisters in the faith around the world. Turn 
the hearts of these persecutors as You once turned that of 
the Apostle Paul. And like the martyr Stephen, keep my 
heart willing to suffer for Your name. Amen. 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC  
“Arms of Praise”                                              Grant & Sillas 
  

Let me live that I might praise You. 
My heart’s desire is to obey You. 
Alone I am weak.  
From the depths of my heart, I will sing. 
 

Chorus 
There is strength in the arms of praise. 
There is hope when we stand together 
and praise Your holy name. 
There is peace when Your kingdom reigns 
and there is strength in the arms of praise. 
 

Let us live that we might praise You. 
Our hearts’ desire is to obey You.                  
Alone we are weak. 
From the depths of our hearts, we will sing.  Chorus  

 

There is strength in the arms of praise. 
 
“Voice of Truth”                                          Hall & Chapman 
  

Oh what I would do to have 
the kind of faith it takes   
to climb out of this boat I’m in,  
onto the crashing waves,  
to step out of my comfort zone  
into the realm of the unknown where Jesus is.  
And He’s holding out His hand. 

But the waves are calling out my name  
and they laugh at me,   
reminding me of all the times 
I’ve tried before and failed. 
The waves, they keep on telling me 
time and time again, “Boy, you’ll never win!  
You’ll never win.” 
  

Chorus 
But the voice of truth tells me a diff’rent story. 
The voice of truth says, “Do not be afraid.” 
And the voice of truth says, “This is for My glory.” 
Out of all the voices calling out to me, 
I will choose to listen and believe the voice of truth. 
  

Oh, what I would do to have 
the kind of strength it takes  
to stand before a giant  
with just a sling and a stone,  
surrounded by the sound of a thousand warriors  
shaking in their armor,  
wishing they’d have had the strength to stand.   
  

But the giant’s calling out my name 
and he laughs at me,  
reminding me of all the times, 
I’ve tried before and failed. 
The giant’s keep on telling me 
time and time again, “Boy, you’ll never win! 
 
You’ll never win.”    Chorus 
Out of all the voices calling out to me, 
I will choose to listen and believe, 
I will choose to listen and believe, 
the voice of truth.     
 

 
 
 



PSALM OF THE WEEK    Psalm 119:121-128 
 

I have done what is righteous and just; 
    do not leave me to my oppressors. 
 Ensure your servant’s well-being; 
    do not let the arrogant oppress me. 
 My eyes fail, looking for your salvation, 
    looking for your righteous promise. 
 Deal with your servant according to your love 
    and teach me your decrees. 
 I am your servant; give me discernment 
    that I may understand your statutes. 
 It is time for you to act, LORD; 
    your law is being broken. 
 Because I love your commands 
    more than gold, more than pure gold, 
 and because I consider all your precepts right, 
     I hate every wrong path. 

 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM into prayer language based on Psalm 119:121-128 
 

[God] My child, keep doing what is righteous and just; 
    I will not leave you to your oppressors. 
I will ensure your well-being; 
    and not let the arrogant oppress you. 
Don’t let your eyes fail; look for My salvation. 
    My righteous promises are being fulfilled all around you. 
I deal lovingly with My servants 
    and love to teach them My decrees. 
I will give you discernment 
    that you may understand My statutes. 
It is time for Me to act as Lord – through you –  
    to address the brokenness regarding My laws. 
 

[us]  Grant that I may love Your commands 
             more than gold, more than pure gold, 
         and because I consider all Your precepts right, 
             I hate every wrong path while lighting up Yours. 

SONG                      “Revelation Song”                      Riddle 
Sung by Mat Trout on guitar 

 
Verse 1 
Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain; 
Holy, holy is He; 
Sing a new song to Him  
Who sits on heaven's mercy seat.    Repeat 
 
Chorus 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty. 
Who was and is and is to come; 
With all creation I sing praise to the King of kings; 
You are my ev'rything and I will adore You. 
 
Verse 2 
Clothed in rainbows of living color  
flashes of lightning rolls of thunder; 
Blessing and honor, strength and glory 
and power be to You, the only wise King.    Chorus 
 
Verse 3 
Filled with wonder, awestruck wonder, 
at the mention of Your name; 
Jesus, Your name is power, breath and living 
water, 
such a marv'lous mystery, yeah.    Chorus 3X 

 
“Good, Good Father”  (if necessary)                          Tomlin 

Sung by Mat Trout on guitar 
 

I've heard a thousand stories  
of what they think You're like,   
but I've heard the tender whispers    
of love in the dead of night.    
You tell me that You're pleased,  
and that I'm never alone.   
 
  



Chorus  
You're a good, good Father;   
it's who You are, it's who You are, it's who You are. 
And I'm loved by You; 
it's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am. 
 
I've seen many searching for answers far and wide, 
but I know we're all searching 
for answers only You provide. 
Because You know just what we need 
before we say a word.    Chorus 2X 
 
You are perfect in all of Your ways. 
You are perfect in all of Your ways. 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us.    Repeat 
 
Instrumental 
  
Love so undeniable, I can hardly speak. 
Peace so unexplainable, I can hardly think 
as You call me deeper still, as You call me deeper still, 
as You call me deeper still, into love, love, love.     
 
You're a good, good Father.  Chorus 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! (Psalm 118:24) 
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 

OPENING SONG     “Blessed Be Your Name”       Redman 
     Mat Trout & Ken Viles 

 
Blessed be Your name  
in the land that is plentiful, 
where Your streams of abundance flow. 
Blessed be Your name. 
 

Blessed be Your name  
when I'm found in the desert place, 
though I walk through the wilderness. 
Blessed be Your name. 
 

Chorus 
Ev’ry blessing You pour out, I’ll turn back to praise. 
When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say:  
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be Your glorious name. 
 

Blessed be Your name  
when the sun’s shining down on me, 
when the world's “all as it should be.” 
Blessed be Your name. 
 

Blessed be Your name  
on the road marked with suffering, 
though there's pain in the offering. 
Blessed be Your name.  Chorus 
 

You give and take away. 
You give and take away. 
My heart will choose to say, 
Lord, blessed be Your name.  Repeat 
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be Your glorious name. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
       
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true 

heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness.  Our help is in the 
name of the Lord, 

People:  who made heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor:   I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord, 
People:  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
Pastor:   Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor 

sinners confess unto You that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against 
You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore we 
flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and 
imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

People:  O most merciful God, who has given Your only-
begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us 
and for His sake grant us remission of all our 
sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true 
knowledge of You and of Your will and true 
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by 
Your grace we may come to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Pastor:   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us and has given His only Son to die for us 
and for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To those 
who believe on His name He gives power to 
become the children of God and has promised 
them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is 
baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us 
all. 

People:  Amen. 
 

Pastor:    My friends, rejoice that in Christ 
 you are Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 
Pastor:    And precious in His sight.  
People:  Praise God! 
 
SONG OF PRAISE   
“You Are My All in All”                                                Jernigan 
 

You are my strength when I am weak, 
You are the treasure that I seek, 
You are my all in all; 
Seeking You as a precious jewel, 
Lord, to give up, I’d be a fool, 
You are my all in all.     

 
Chorus 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name; 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name. 
 
Taking my sin, my cross, my shame, 
rising again, I bless Your name,  
You are my all in all; 
when I fall down, You pick me up, 
when I am dry, You fill my cup, 
You are my all in all.    Chorus 2X 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY            
 
Pastor:  Lord Jesus Christ, teach us Your ways and grant us 

Your Holy Spirit in strong measure to stand up for 
You in all places and stand up under Your strength 
and in all circumstances.  

People: In Your name we pray. Amen. 
  
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
 
 



SONG    “Jesus Loves Me”                                              588 
 

Jesus loves me!  This I know, 
For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong; 
They are weak, but He is strong. 
 
Chorus  
Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me!  He who died 
Heaven’s gates to open wide. 
He has washed away my sin, 
Lets His little child come in.    Chorus 

 
CHILDREN RELEASE TO JAM SESSION 
 

 
A STORY FROM GOD’S WORD 

Based on Matthew 5:11-12 
 
READING FROM JESUS’ SERMON           
 
Pastor: God’s Word from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount 
People:  Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus taught. 
 
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.” 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: May we be hearers and doers of the Word. 
          

GOSPEL READING                                        John 15:18-27 
 
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If 
you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own.      
As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen 
you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.  
Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. 
If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.   
“They will treat you this way because of my name, for they 
do not know the one who sent me.  
 

[PAUSE for Acts 5:27-28] 
 

“They will treat you this way because of my name, for they 
do not know the one who sent me. If I had not come and 
spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they 
have no excuse for their sin.   

 
Whoever hates me hates my Father as well.  If I had not 
done among them the works no one else did, they would not 
be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have 
hated both me and my Father.  But this is to fulfill what is 
written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’  “When 
the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he 
will testify about me.  And you also must testify, for you have 
been with me from the beginning.” 
 

Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                    1 Peter 3:13-17 
 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  But 
even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed.  
“Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.”  But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord.  
 
[PAUSE for Acts 4:7-31] 



“Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 
keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be 
ashamed of their slander.  For it is better, if it is God’s will, to 
suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                     Acts 5:12-24                     
 
The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the 
people. And all the believers used to meet together in 
Solomon’s Colonnade. No one else dared join them, even 
though they were highly regarded by the people.  
 

Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in 
the Lord and were added to their number. As a result, people 
brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and 
mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on some of 
them as he passed by. Crowds gathered also from the towns 
around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those tormented 
by impure spirits, and all of them were healed. 
 

Then the high priest and all his associates, who were 
members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with 
jealousy. They arrested the apostles and put them in the 
public jail. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened 
the doors of the jail and brought them out.  “Go, stand in the 
temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all about this 
new life.” At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as 
they had been told, and began to teach the people. 

 
When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called 
together the Sanhedrin—the full assembly of the elders of 
Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles.  

But on arriving at the jail, the officers did not find them there. 
So they went back and reported, “We found the jail securely 
locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we 
opened them, we found no one inside.” On hearing this 
report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests 
were at a loss, wondering what this might lead to. 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Pastor:   But it’s not the end of the story 
 
COME FOLLOW ME:  DISCIPLESHIP POINT    
 
Pastor:  Taken from the Disciple’s Covenant with Jesus. 

Personal goals as I follow Jesus, part two: In a 
desire to be someone “always ready to share the 
reason for the hope that I have in Christ Jesus”      
(1 Peter 3:15), I am willing to set goals to be 
intentional about my life of following Jesus, 
including being intentional about connecting with 
others so that I can be used by God to reach out to 
them in love.  These people can be Christians or 
not.  To this end, I am also willing to yield to the 
Spirit’s desires consistently as I learn them from 
God’s Word.        

 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER   
   
Pastor:  Jesus, despite and even because of persecution, 

the message of the Gospel continues to move into 
thousands of tribes and nations. Rather than pray 
off persecution and suffering, we pray for Your 
people to stand up under it.  Not just us here, but 
especially our brothers and sisters in the world. 

People:  Embolden us all to share the love and life You    
bring to this world.  Let our hearts reflect Your 
heart.  Let our lives reflect Your life.  Amen. 

 



MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 

PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH     
 

Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                        Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 

    Give us this day our daily bread    
And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
PREFACE                                                  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE            
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 
all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we 
praise You for Jesus, Your only-begotten son, by 
whose sacrifice and authority we are welcome into 
Your presence.  Accept our thanksgiving by our 
presence and participation in this holy sacrament.    

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
OFFERING AND DISTRIBUTION SONG          
“How Great is Our God”                             Sung by Mat Trout 
 

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice,      
all the earth rejoice. 
He wraps Himself in light, 
and darkness tries to hide, 
and trembles at His voice, 
and trembles at His voice. 



Chorus 
How great is our God! 
Sing with me:  How great is our God! 
And all will see how great, how great is our God! 
 
And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands; 
Beginning and the End, beginning and the End. 
The Godhead, three in one, Father, Spirit, Son, 
the Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.  Chorus 

 
Bridge 
Name above all names, Worthy of all praise. 
My heart will sing:  How great is our God!          
Name above all names, 
Worthy of all praise. 
My heart will sing:  How great is our God!  Chorus 2X    

  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     
 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
 
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 

• In Christ, I am reconciled to God the Father with 
all sins forgiven and I gladly serve as an 
ambassador for Christ to help others be 
reconciled to God and others.  

• I am a disciple of Christ, always willing to give 
an answer to anyone who asks the reason for 
the hope that I have in Christ. 

• I am a God-fearing follower of Jesus, and when I 
am insulted because of the name of Christ, I am 
blessed because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests on me.   

 

 
 
 

BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK              Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG       
“Rise Up and Praise Him”                            Baloche & Sadler 
 

Chorus 
Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 
Let the people of God sing His praise all over the land. 
Ev’ryone in the valley, come and lift your voice; 
All those on the mountain top be glad and shout for joy. 
 
Rise up and praise Him, He deserves our love; 
Rise up and praise Him, worship the Holy One. 
With all your heart, with all your soul,  
with all your might, rise up and praise Him. Chorus, Verse 
 
Rise up and praise Him!  Rise up and praise Him!     

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Back to School Bowling Night 6 pm August 14th 
please  RSVP by Tuesday, August 10th 

• Grab a Vision Spotlight & Bowling Flyer if you did not 
have one in your bulletin. 

• Stay after the service today to see a short slideshow 
of Flat Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 



EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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