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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Come Follow Me and Come Learn From Me 

 

 
 
WORSHIP VERSE 
 
Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name;  
make known among the nations what he has done.        
                                                                         ~ Psalm 105:1  
 
WORSHIP QUOTE 
 
Work becomes worship when you dedicate it to God and 
perform it with an awareness of his presence. 
                                                                   ~ Rick Warren 
 
PRESERVICE THOUGHTS  
 
Disciples learn the way of blessedness, including the 
path of persecution due of righteousness. 
 
Next week the final beatitude (or clarification of the final 
beatitude) describes the blessing of being persecuted 
specifically because of Jesus. This week we hear Jesus 
speak in a more general sense:     
   Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’     
   sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven  
                                                           (Matthew 5:10 KJV). 
 

A basic view of persecution is the subjection of people to 
hostility, cruelty, or ill-treatment based on race, political 
affiliation, religious beliefs, etc. But note that Jesus is not 
saying a person is blessed merely for experiencing 
persecution. This happens all over the world, but it’s not a 
blessing in and of itself. Nor does getting persecuted 
guarantee you a place in heaven’s kingdom. Rather, as 
Jesus intimates, it is when one suffers for the sake of 
righteousness – as Jesus defines it. When we do right, act 
right, think right, live right, stand up for what is right, it is not 
always welcomed – especially by those who are doing, 
acting, thinking, and living otherwise.  



PRESERVICE PRAYER  
 
Father God, I pray that Your Holy Spirit would teach me the 
blessed condition of suffering for righteousness’ sake. I don’t 
want to shy away from following Your way regardless of how 
others treat me. I pray this in the name of Jesus – the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. Amen. 
  
PRESERVICE MUSIC      

 

“Built on the Rock”                                                         645 
 

Built on the Rock the church shall stand 
Even when steeples are falling. 
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 
Bells still are chiming and calling. 
Calling the young and old to rest, 
But above all the souls distressed, 
Longing for rest ever lasting. 
 
Surely in temples made with hands 
God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth His temple stands, 
All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, 
Making our bodies His temple. 
 
We are God's house of living stones, 
Built for His own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns 
Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two His name to tell, 
Yet He would deign with us to dwell 
With all His grace and His favor. 
 
 
 
 

Here stands the font before our eyes, 
Telling how God has received us. 
The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice  
And what His Supper here gives us. 
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim  
Christ yesterday, today, the same. 
And evermore, our Redeemer. 
 
Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 
That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me. 
You, not the world, My face shall see. 
My peace I leave with you.  Amen.” 

 
“In Christ There Is No East or West”          653 (Tune 577) 
 

In Christ there is no east or west, 
In Him no south or north, 
But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
With God there is no tribe or race; 
In Him we all are one. 
He loves us as His children through  
Our faith in His dear Son. 
 
So, brothers, sisters, praise His name 
Who died to set us free 
From sin, division, hate and shame, 
From spite and enmity! 
 
Join hands, disciples of the faith 
What e’er your race may be; 
Who serves my Father as His child 
Is surely kin to me. 
 
 



In Christ now meet both east and west; 
In Him meet south and north. 
All Christian souls are one in Him 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
PSALM OF THE WEEK                          Psalm 119:113-120 
 
Original form 
 
I hate double-minded people, 
    but I love your law. 
You are my refuge and my shield; 
    I have put my hope in your word. 
Away from me, you evildoers, 
    that I may keep the commands of my God! 
Sustain me, my God, according to your promise,  
    and I will live; 
    do not let my hopes be dashed. 
Uphold me, and I will be delivered; 
    I will always have regard for your decrees. 
You reject all who stray from your decrees, 
    for their delusions come to nothing. 
All the wicked of the earth you discard like dross; 
    therefore I love your statutes. 
My flesh trembles in fear of you; 
    I stand in awe of your laws. 
 
Prayer conversation form: (envision God speaking) 
 
Let Me lead you through this part:  
    Ignore the call to worldly wisdom –     
and its double-mindedness, 
    focus on My law – my teaching. 
I am your refuge and shield; 
    Put your hope in My word. 
Leave any evildoers to Me 
    and simply heed the commands of your God! 
 
 

I will sustain you according to My promise,  
    and you will live in joyful hope. 
I will uphold you and deliver you 
    as one who regards My decrees with respect. 
    I know that You reject those who ignore Your decrees, 
        that their delusions will come to nothing. 
    Those who pursue wickedness, You discard like dross; 
        But I love your statutes  
     And pursue You in reverent fear, 
        in awe of the depth of Your laws. 
 
“I Love Your Kingdom, Lord”                                         651  
 

I love Your kingdom, Lord, 
The place of Your abode, 
The Church our blest Redeemer saved 
With His own precious blood. 
 
Beyond my highest joy 
I prize its heav’nly ways, 
Its sweet communion, solemn vows,  
Its hymns of love and praise. 
 
I love Your Church, O God, 
Your saints in ev’ry land, 
Dear as the apple of Your eye 
And graven on Your Hand. 
 
For them my tears shall fall; 
For them my prayers ascend; 
For them my cares and toils be giv'n 
Till toils and cares shall end. 
 
Sure as Your truth shall last, 
To Zion shall be giv’n 
The brightest glories earth can yield 
And brighter bliss of heav’n. 

 
 



“You Are My All in All”  
 

Chorus 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name; 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name. 
 
Verse 1 
You are my strength when I am weak, 
You are the treasure that I seek, 
You are my all in all; 
Seeking You as a precious jewel, 
Lord, to give up, I’d be a fool, 
You are my all in all.    Chorus 
 
Verse 2 
Taking my sin, my cross, my shame, 
rising again, I bless Your name,  
You are my all in all; 
When I fall down, You pick me up, 
when I am dry, You fill my cup, 
You are my all in all.    Chorus 2X 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPENING HYMN     
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                             649, v 1,2,3,5 
 

Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 
 
Before our Father's throne 
We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
Our comforts and our cares. 
 
We share our mutual woes, 
Our mutual burdens bear, 
And often for each other flows 
The sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 
And sin we shall be free 
And perfect love and friendship reign 
Through all eternity. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  

 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, 

using words from David’s confession in Psalm 51. 
People: Create in me a clean heart, O God,         LSB 192 
 and renew a right spirit within me. 
 Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
 and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
 Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation,  
 and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 



Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 
for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Pastor:    My friends, rejoice that in Christ 
 you are Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 
Pastor:    And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE              “Thank the Lord”                   164 
 
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; 
Tell ev’ry one what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY           
 
Pastor:  Father God, when it comes to experiencing various 

levels of persecution, we pray that your Holy Spirit 
would teach us the blessed condition of suffering 
for righteousness’ sake – and as we just sang, to 
proudly bear Your name. We don’t want end up 
shying away from following Your way out of fear of 
mistreatment by others.  

People:  Strengthen my resolve to practice this in my 
daily life.  I pray this in the name of Jesus – the 
way, truth and life. Amen. 

         
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                              1 Peter 3:13-17   
  
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But 
even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. 
“Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” But in your 
hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 
keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be 
ashamed of their slander. For it is better, if it is God’s will, to 
suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  
 
DISCIPLESHIP POINT taken from the Disciple’s 
Covenant with Jesus. 

 
Reader:  Personal goals as I follow Jesus: In a desire to be  

someone always ready to share the reason for the 
hope that I have in Christ Jesus    (1 Peter 3:15),       

I am willing to set goals to be intentional about my 
life of following Jesus, including to be in God’s 
Word regularly and to be in relationship with people 
whom God can use to disciple me. 

 
READING FROM JESUS’ SERMON          Matthew 5:10 
 
Reader:    God’s Word from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
People:    Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus taught. 
  
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 
falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.  
 
Reader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:    May we be hearers and doers of the Word. 
 
 



COME FOLLOW ME:  DISCIPLESHIP POINT 
 
Reader:  Dealing with a connection between persecution  

and God’s call to be in relationship with others, we 
turn to the Disciple’s Covenant with Jesus. Among 
personal goals listed as I follow Jesus is a desire to 
be someone “always ready to share the reason for 
the hope that I have in Christ Jesus” (1 Peter 3:15). 

I desire to be intentional about my life of following 
Jesus, including to be in God’s Word regularly and 
to be in relationship with people whom God can 
use to disciple me. 

  

DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 
Reader:  Join me in praying together: 
People:  Jesus Christ, I desire to follow You in practice,  

not just in language.  I desire to follow You with 
intentionality, not just whenever I hunger for a 
spiritual spark.  Help me give You primary time 
and energy as I live.  I want to connect to You 
and grow in You.  Please show me how.   Amen. 

 
GOSPEL READING                                Matthew 10:1-18                    
 
In this week's story, Jesus sends the disciples out on their 
first missionary journey. After empowering them with His 
authority to drive out evil spirits and heal every disease and 
sickness, He warns them that they will not be received well 
everywhere. He flat-out tells them that they will be hated 
because of Him. Near the end of His instructions, He 
reminds them to not be afraid, saying he who receives you 
receives Me, and he who receives Me receives the One who 
sent Me. Here is a story from God’s word: 

 
Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 
authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease 
and sickness. 

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon 
(who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
 
These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: 
“Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the 
Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, 
proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come 
near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have 
leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely 
give. 
 
“Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in 
your belts— no bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals 
or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep. Whatever town or 
village you enter, search there for some worthy person and 
stay at their house until you leave. As you enter the home, 
give it your greeting. If the home is deserving, let your peace 
rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. If anyone 
will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home 
or town and shake the dust off your feet. Truly I tell you, it 
will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day 
of judgment than for that town. 
 
“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore 
be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. Be on 
your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and 
be flogged in the synagogues. On my account you will be 
brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them 
and to the Gentiles.  
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 



MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
 
Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                        Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
OFFERING SONG      “Father, I Adore You” 
 

Father, I adore You, lay my life before You, how I love You. 
 

Jesus, I adore You, lay my life before You, how I love You. 
 

Spirit, I adore You, lay my life before You, how I love You. 
 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 

• In Christ I have been redeemed by the precious 
blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God without 
blemish or defect. 

• In Christ, I am reconciled to God the Father with 
all sins forgiven and I gladly serve as an 
ambassador for Christ to help others be 
reconciled to God and others.  

• I am a disciple of Christ, always willing to give 
an answer to anyone who asks the reason for 
the hope that I have in Christ. 



BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK              Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN    “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”    770 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
Oh, what needless pain we bear 
All because we do not carry 
Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
 
Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Preschool 20th Anniversary 

• Blessing of the Backpacks August 8 

• Back to School Bowling Night August 14 at 6 pm 
please RSVP by August 10 

 
EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
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