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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Come Follow Me and Come Learn From Me 
 
 

 
WORSHIP VERSE   
 
You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, 
my whole being longs for you, in a dry and parched land 
where there is no water.    ~ Psalm 63:1    
 
WORSHIP QUOTE   
The revelation of God is the fuel for the fire of our worship.               
                                                                       ~ Matt Redman     

 

PRESERVICE THOUGHTS    

Disciples learn paths of blessedness and  
value a ‘hunger and thirst’ for righteousness 

 

It’s not always easy to grasp the meaning of Jesus’ words, 
phrases, and teachings. That said, we do not have 
permission to place our own slant on His teachings and then 
apply them to ourselves or others as if that is what Jesus 
taught. To understand what hunger and thirst for 
righteousness means, we need to know what Jesus means 
by righteousness. What did He mean while talking to a 
crowd of ordinary Jewish people interested in God but 
without theological training? It would seem evident that He is 
not describing a mere outward righteousness. That is 
something He blasted the Pharisees for, calling them 
whitewashed tombs – a form of external morality without the 
internal righteousness to match (Matthew 23:27-28). 
 
PRESERVICE PRAYER 
 
Lord God, what a joy, what a pleasure, what gratitude I have 
as I call on Your name. I know that You promise that in 
calling on Your name, I am saved. I am safely in the palm of 
Your hand.  I will gladly confess with my mouth to anyone 
that Jesus Is My Lord and that I believe that You raised Him 
from the dead.  May I have a constant thirst for hunger for 
You and may my thirst for You never be fully satisfied until I 
see You face to face.  In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 



PRESERVICE MUSIC    
“We Praise You, O God”          785 
 

We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring.   
We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You; 
We bless Your holy name, glad praises we sing.     
 
We worship You, God of our fathers, we bless You; 
Through trial and tempest our guide You have been. 
When perils o’er take us, You will not forsake us, 
And with Your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 
 
With voices united our praises we offer 
And gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 
With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will guide us. 
To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 

 
“Amazing Grace”                     744 
 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
Was blind but now I see! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
His grace will lead me home. 
 
Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 
And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail 
In heaven’s joy and peace. 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

 

PSALM 119:81-88 
  

My soul faints with longing for your salvation, 
    but I have put my hope in your word. 
 My eyes fail, looking for your promise; 
    I say, “When will you comfort me?” 
 Though I am like a wineskin in the smoke, 
    I do not forget your decrees. 
 How long must your servant wait? 
    When will you punish my persecutors? 
 The arrogant dig pits to trap me, 
    contrary to your law. 
 All your commands are trustworthy; 
    help me, for I am being persecuted without cause. 
 They almost wiped me from the earth, 
    but I have not forsaken your precepts. 
 In your unfailing love preserve my life, 
    that I may obey the statutes of your mouth. 
 

“Be Still, My Soul, before the Lord”                               771 
 

Be still, my soul, before the Lord, 
For God is always near. 
Before your mind is moved to pray, 
God listens and will hear. 
 
You need not multiply your words 
Nor pray with practiced art. 
Beyond all speech, God understands  
The hunger of your heart. 
 
 
 
 



Wait, then, in quiet confidence, 
Your anxious thoughts at rest.   
God knows your needs before you ask 
And works for what is best. 
 
Be still, my soul, before the Lord; 
On God in patience wait. 
God’s love, unseen, surrounds your life; 
God’s help will not be late. 

 
“In Holy Conversation”                                                   772 

(tune of 644 – The Church’s One Foundation) 
 

In holy conversation  
We speak to God in prayer,  
And at His invitation  
Our deepest thoughts we share. 
We come, His will obeying, 
As children bringing needs; 
And to support our praying, 
His Spirit intercedes. 
 
These holy conversations 
Begin in child-like ways; 
We bring our supplications  
And words of thanks and praise. 
With care our Father listens  
To ev’ry thought expressed, 
Then answers our petitions  
In ways He knows are best. 
 
As holy conversation,  
In silence or by word, 
In ev’ry situation  
Through Jesus, we are heard. 
So let us pray securely,  
Expressing hopes and fears 
With confidence that surely  
Our Father ever hears. 

WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

Pastor: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  (Psalm 118:24)  
  
Pastor: This peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
 
OPENING HYMN        “Christ Is Our Cornerstone”     912 
 

Christ is our cornerstone, 
On Him alone we build; 
With His true saints alone 
The courts of heav’n are filled. 
On His great love Our hopes we place 
Of present grace And joys above. 
 
Here may we gain from heav’n 
The grace which we implore, 
And may that grace, once giv’n, 
Be with us evermore 
Until that day When all the blest          
To endless rest Are called away. 
 
Oh, then, with hymns of praise 
These hallowed courts shall ring; 
Our voices we will raise  
The Three in One to sing  
And thus proclaim In joyful song,  
Both loud and long, That glorious name. 

 
 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Lord Jesus, You taught us “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled”. 

People: I want to know that hunger, that I may be filled 
– to be filled by You. 

 

Pastor: Show us how we are filling up spiritually on “empty 
calories” of events, things, and activities that don’t 
satisfy our spirit’s thirst and leave us enslaved to 
the desires that get the better of us.  

People: Teach me to recognize my spirit’s hunger 
pangs for You and to seek after Your spiritual 
food, food that satisfies the deeper longings 
within me.  Hear my confession of those sinful 
desires and actions that have plagued me… 
(confess these in your own hearts at this time) 

 

Pastor:   Almighty God has had mercy upon us and has 
given His only Son Jesus to die for us and for His 
sake forgives us all our sins.  To all who believe 
Jesus is Lord and that God has Him raised from 
the dead, He gives power to become the children 
of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit.   
He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  
Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

People: Amen. 
 

INTROIT, KYRIE, intro to GLORIA IN EXCELSIS          186 
 

People: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now,  
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 Christ, have mercy upon us. 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Pastor: Glory be to God on High. 
People: And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

MOMENT OF JOY 
 
Pastor:    My friends, rejoice that in Christ 
 you are Father God’s beloved children, 
People:  Rescued, redeemed, and renewed. 
 

Pastor:    And precious in His sight.  
People:  Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”    809, v 1, 3 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not:  Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
 
Refrain 
Great is Thy faithfulness!  Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
    
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK            
 
Pastor:  Lord Jesus Christ, You are called the Righteous  

One, and yet became unrighteous so that we could 
become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 
5:21). Teach us the meaning of blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. We pray in Your name.  

People:  Amen. 
 
 
 



CALL TO LISTEN    “Seek Ye First”                   verse 2 
 

Ask and it shall be given unto you, 
Seek and ye shall find, 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia! 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                               Romans 10:1-13 
 

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
the Israelites is that they may be saved.  For I can testify 
about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is 
not based on knowledge.  Since they did not know the 
righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, they 
did not submit to God’s righteousness.  Christ is the 
culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for 
everyone who believes. 
 

Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: 
“The person who does these things will live by them.”  But 
the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your 
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’”  (that is, to bring 
Christ down)  “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, 
to bring Christ up from the dead).  But what does it say? “The 
word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that 
is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim:   

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 
 

For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and 
it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are 
saved.  As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will 
never be put to shame.”   
 

For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the 
same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on 
him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” 
 

Reader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

ROMANS TEN STATEMENT OF FAITH  
 
Pastor:   As one who believes this promise from God, join 

me in confessing this truth: 
People:  I declare with my mouth that “Jesus is Lord,” 

and I believe in my heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, and by God’s grace, I am saved. 

 
GOSPEL READING                                  Matthew 21:28-46 
 
“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. 
He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the 
vineyard.’  “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his 
mind and went.   “Then the father went to the other son and 
said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not 
go.  “Which of the two did what his father wanted?”  “The 
first,” they answered.  Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to 
show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even 
after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 
 
“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress 
in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to 
some farmers and moved to another place.  When the 
harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants 
to collect his fruit.  “The tenants seized his servants; they 
beat one, killed another, and stoned a third.   

Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first 
time, and the tenants treated them the same way.  Last of all, 
he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 
 
“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 
‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his 
inheritance.’  So they took him and threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him.   “Therefore, when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 



“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they 
replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who 
will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”  Jesus 
said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
‘The stone the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in 
our eyes’? 
 
“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people who will produce its 
fruit.  Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 
anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.”  When the chief 
priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew 
he was talking about them.  They looked for a way to arrest 
him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people 
held that he was a prophet. 
 
Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
READING FROM JESUS’ SERMON                Matthew 5:6  
 
Pastor: God’s Word from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
People: Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus taught. 
 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 
 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: May we be hearers and doers of the Word. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COME FOLLOW ME:  DISCIPLESHIP POINT    
 

Pastor:    Knowing that God the Father hungers for all people 
to experience righteousness through faith in Jesus 
Christ, Jesus gave His life to bring about that 
righteousness. He purchased our lives on the cross 
– defined as taking on our unrighteousness (2 
Corinthians 5:21).  
As a follower of Jesus, my life having been bought 
by Jesus, I too look to help God fulfill His hunger to 
expand His kingdom of believers. Join me in 
confessing from our Disciples’ Creed, part 3:  

 
People:  I believe that my life is not my own, but has 

been bought at the price of Jesus’ life,  
 and that I am called to invest my life into others, 

both to be an encourager and to receive 
encouragement, to be discipled as  well as to 
disciple others.  

 This I will do with the Spirit’s help  
 as I seek to love God with all of my heart, soul, 

mind, and strength,  
 and as I love my neighbor as myself.   
 Having counted the cost of discipleship,  
 I want to follow Jesus and join Him  
 in His mission by being a disciple  
 who is making disciples.  
 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER     
 
Pastor: And now join me in our discipleship prayer: 
People:  Lord Jesus, as I ponder Your teaching about  

hungering and thirsting for righteousness, I am 
grateful to be right with God through You. I pray 
that You would give me a hunger for all people 
to be right with You, and that You would use me 
as a discipler to that end.  Amen. 

 
 



MESSAGE                                          Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH and THE HARVEST 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the Church and for all people in their 
various needs.  We begin with ourselves: 

People:  Strengthen our faith, Holy Spirit so that we 
remain strong and at peace even when dealing 
with opposition from the world around us and 
with any conflict within the visible Church. 

 

Pastor: Now for our leaders, lay and clergy alike: 
People: Lord Jesus, give wisdom and courage to all 

who lead, so that the Church may continue to 
grow its discipleship both in faith and in 
numbers.  They set the tone so often; watch 
over them spiritually as they teach the rest how 
to be disciples as well. 

 

Pastor: For our community and our nation: 
People: Raise up leaders in our towns and villages, 

state, and nation, heavenly Father.  Grant them 
eyes and hearts of compassion, justice, 
decency, and order, so that no one is denied 
freedom and dignity. 

 

Pastor: For the other nations of the world: 
People:  Lord over all, use the powers that be to 

maintain freedom within the borders of the 
nations and peace between neighboring states, 
so that calm may prevail and the Gospel spread 
throughout this age. 

 

Pastor: For those who serve by giving care or protection in 
difficult times, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Gracious Lord, protect, strengthen, and guide 
doctors and nurses, police and fire 
departments, our armed forces around the 
world, relief workers, grief counselors, and 
untold neighbors caring for those in need 
around them. 

Pastor: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we 
pray, heavenly Father, for the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                        Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

 
Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
PREFACE (chanted)                                       194 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
People:  And with thy spirit. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People:  We lift them unto the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.           

[Psalm 136] 
People: It is meet and right so to do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROPER PREFACE                                                          
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, Almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we 
praise You for Jesus, Your only-begotten Son, by 
whose sacrifice and authority we are welcome into 
Your presence.  Accept our thanksgiving by our 
presence and participation in this holy sacrament. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
SANCTUS                                                                         195 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                       198 
 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,  
that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 
that takest away the sin of the world, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God,  
that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  
“Come Unto Me, Ye Weary”                                       684, v 3 
 

"Come unto Me, ye fainting, 
And I will give you life." 
O cheering voice of Jesus, 
Which comes to aid our strife! 
The foe is stern and eager,  
The fight is fierce and long; 
But Thou hast made us mighty  
And stronger than the strong. 
 

OFFERING HYMN    “Sing to the Lord of Harvest”     893 v 1 
 

Sing to the Lord of harvest, 
Sing songs of love and praise; 
With joyful hearts and voices 
Your alleluias raise. 
By Him the rolling seasons 
In fruitful order move; 
Sing to the Lord of harvest 
A joyous song of love. 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
 
Pastor:   Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• In Christ, I am blessed to be part of God’s 
kingdom even though I may be poor in spirit. 

• Though I mourn, I will not let any present 
sufferings steal my hope in the Lord; in Christ, I 
wait eagerly and yet patiently for my full 
adoption as His child.  

• I declare with my mouth that Jesus is Lord, 
and I believe in my heart that God raised Him 
from the dead; and so in Christ, I am saved. 



BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK              Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     “For the Fruits of His Creation”        894 
 

For the fruits of His creation, 
Thanks be to God. 
For His gifts to ev’ry nation, 
Thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth's safe keeping, 
Thanks be to God. 
 
In the just reward of labor, 
God's will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, 
God's will is done. 
In our world-wide task of caring 
For the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing, 
God's will is done. 
 
For the harvests of the Spirit, 
Thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, 
Thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all, that love has found us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

• LERT members sign up for Chainsaw Training 
July 10, 8 am to 2 pm 

• Youth Sunday next week July 11 

• Where’s Flat Jesus? 
 
EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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