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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 

 

Our Mission: 

Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 

 
Theme of the Year 

Come Follow Me and Come Learn From Me 

 
 

WORSHIP VERSE 
 

Why, my soul, are you downcast?  Why so disturbed within me?  
Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my 
God.     ~ Psalm 42:11   
 

WORSHIP QUOTE  
  

Worship is our response to the overtures of love from the heart of 
the Father.  It's central reality is found “in spirit and truth”.  It is 
kindled within us only when the Spirit of God touches our human 
Spirit.    ~ Richard Foster    

 
PRESERVICE THOUGHTS   
Disciples learn paths of blessedness Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted.         ~ Jesus, Matthew 5:4 
 

This part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount is often presented with a 
focus of mourning over our state of sinfulness, or of sin’s havoc-
wreaking capabilities in general. If Jesus’ statement is restricted to 
such a meaning, it clearly is appropriate to mourn – both over the 
havoc wreaked by sin in this world and its negative impact on one’s 
life personally. After all, the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23a). 
But that’s not the whole story. The second half of that verse says 
that the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord 
(6:23b). In this case, a mourner is be blessed or comforted with 
forgiveness that comes through Jesus. This is gospel truth. Today 
we appreciate the Gospel truth that Jesus releases us from the 
debt of sin incurred through our state of sinfulness. While it would 
be right to mourn over our sins, it is also right to rejoice over our 
Savior from sin, Jesus the Christ. 
 

PRESERVICE PRAYER   
 

Lord Jesus Christ, thank You for the free gift of God that comes to 
me at the cost of Your life.  Thinking about it in light of today’s 
worship, I mourn not only over my sin, but  over the lengths that 
You had to go to save me from that sin. Yet this mourning is 
accompanied with a tremendous gratitude and appreciation for 
You, doing what I could not do for myself; You have paid a debt 
that puts me in a position of receiving grace and mercy rather than 
judgment.  I'm grateful for the Father's Love and grateful for Your 
loving obedience to the Father, doing His will for my benefit at all 
costs. Thank You Jesus.  Amen. 



PRESERVICE MUSIC     “Be Still, My Soul”                  752  
 

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend    
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 
Be still, my soul; your God doth undertake 
To guide the future as He has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 
 

Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 
And all is darkened in this vale of tears; 
Then you will better know His love, His heart, 
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 
From His own fullness all He takes away. 
 
Be still, my soul; the hour is hast'ning on 
When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

 
“Amazing Grace”                                                           744  
 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost but now am found, 
Was blind but now I see! 
 
The Lord has promised good to me, 
His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures. 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come; 
His grace has brought me safe thus far, 
His grace will lead me home. 
 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 
And mortal life shall cease, 
Amazing grace shall then prevail 
In heaven’s joy and peace. 
 

When we've been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 

  

“This is My Father’s World”     
 

This is my Father's world, 
And to my list’ning ears 
All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world; 
I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
His hands the wonders wrought. 
 

This is my Father's world; 
The birds their carols raise; 
The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their maker's praise. 
This is my Father's world; 
He shines in all that’s fair. 
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
He speaks to me ev’rywhere. 
 

This is my Father's world, Oh, let me not forget 
That, though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father’s world;  
Why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is king, let the heavens ring; 
God reigns, let the earth be glad. 



PSALM OF THE WEEK                            Psalm 119:65-72 
 

Do good to your servant 
    according to your word, LORD. 
Teach me knowledge and good judgment, 
    for I trust your commands. 
Before I was afflicted I went astray, 
    but now I obey your word. 
You are good, and what you do is good; 
    teach me your decrees. 
Though the arrogant have smeared me with lies, 
    I keep your precepts with all my heart. 
Their hearts are callous and unfeeling, 
    but I delight in your law. 
It was good for me to be afflicted 
    so that I might learn your decrees. 
The law from your mouth is more precious to me 
    than thousands of pieces of silver and gold. 

 
“By Grace I’m Saved”                                            566 v 1-4 
 

By grace I'm saved, grace free and boundless; 
My soul, believe and doubt it not. 
Why stagger at this word of promise? 
Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
No!  Then this word must true remain: 
By grace you too will life obtain. 
 
By grace!  None dare lay claim to merit; 
Our works and conduct have no worth. 
God in His love sent our Redeemer, 
Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 
His death did for our sins atone, 
And we are saved by grace alone. 
 
By grace God’s Son, our only Savior,  
Came down to earth to bear our sin.  
Was it because of your own merit 
That Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone, 
That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 

By grace!  This ground of faith is certain; 
As long as God is true, it stands. 
What saints have penned by inspiration, 
What in His Word our God commands, 
Our faith in what our God has done 
Depends on grace – grace through His Son. 
 

WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit.  
People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as the 

Father seeks. 
 
OPENING HYMN      “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”     717 
 

Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep 

Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea. 
 
O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, 
O'er which our traffic runs amain 
By mountain pass or valley low; 
Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 
Protect them by Thy guarding hand 
From ev'ry peril on the land. 

 
O Spirit, whom the Father sent 
To spread abroad the firmament; 
O Wind of heaven, by Thy might 
Save all who dare the eagle's flight, 
And keep them by Thy watchful care 
From ev'ry peril in the air. 



O Trinity of love and pow'r, 

Our people shield in danger's hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them where so e'er they go. 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 
Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        
 
Pastor: God our Father, You teach us that “blessed are those 

who mourn, for they shall be comforted” – and You have 
encouraged us to mourn over sin, knowing that it is 
against Your will.  If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves,  

People: but if we confess our sins, You are faithful to Your 
words of promise to forgive us in the name of Your 
Son Jesus.  So we come in His name to seek 
forgiveness, Have mercy on us and forgive us Lord. 

 
Pastor: Forgive us the poverty of our worship, for neglecting 

Christian fellowship, for ignoring and evading 
responsibility in Your service. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 
 
Pastor: Forgive us for thoughtless judgments, hasty 

condemnations, withholding forgiveness, slow-to-seek 
reconciliation, and resentful attitudes. 

People: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your 
steadfast love.  Create in us clean hearts, O God, and 
put a new and right spirit within us. 

 

Pastor: In His mercy, God has forgiven us all of our sins thanks 
to Jesus who died on the cross in our stead, for our sins.  
In His death, we also died to sin; in His grave, we too 
were buried.  In His resurrection, we too rise to live new 
lives.  May the God of peace sanctify us wholly, and may 
our spirits, souls, and bodies be kept sound and 
blameless until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
who calls us is faithful, and He will do it. 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE       “This is the Feast”                      155 
 

Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God.    Refrain 
 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  
and honor, blessing, and glory are His.    Refrain 
 
Sing with all the people of God,  
and join in the hymn of all creation:     
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God  
and the Lamb forever.  Amen.    Refrain 
 
For the Lamb who was slain  
has begun His reign.  Alleluia.   
 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

MOMENT OF JOY 
 
Pastor:    My friends, rejoice that in Christ you are Father  

    God’s beloved children, rescued and redeemed. 
People:  Renewed, cleansed and precious in His sight.  
 

Pastor:    Having received God’s grace through forgiveness, let’s 
also receive His grace to empower us for living godly lives 
to His glory in Jesus’ name.  

People:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE WEEK  
 
Pastor:  Join me in this prayer drawn from Isaiah 51:12 and 2 

Corinthians 1:3-5: 
People: Father God, You told Isaiah “I am He who comforts 

you;” that promised blessing is still in effect today.  
You are the Father of all mercies and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that 
we can comfort others under any affliction.  We do so 
with comfort we have received from You.  And just as 
we “share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings” as Paul 
said, so through Christ we “share abundantly in 
comfort too”.  Thank You for this blessing in Jesus.  
Amen. 

 
CALL TO LISTEN    
“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” (re-written verse) 
 

Turn your thoughts upon Jesus, 
Drink deep of His comforting love, 
And the thoughts of sin and self and strife,  
Will be lost in the truth of His Word. 

 
SCRIPTURE STORY                                       1 Samuel 1:1-20 
  

Before Samuel's birth to Hannah, we find the plight of someone 
long in mourning. The words "the Lord closed her womb" can be 
found in the NIV translation – a crushing thought for a hopeful 
mother. Here we see a perceived curse of sorts, a rejection of the 
Lord while a rival has several children. Her husband desires to 
bring equality to the situation in his own way but is not successful; 
she still grieves. It's the ministering of the high priest Eli who sees 
Hannah's state of mourning and renders a blessing into her world. 
That blessing, far from a curse from the Lord’s anointed, finds 
fulfillment in the birth of Samuel. He then grows up to become one 
of the greatest judges and prophets to Israel, the people of God. 
 
There was a certain man from Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill 
country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, the 
son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.  

He had two wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. 
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had none. 
 
Year after year this man went up from his town to worship and 
sacrifice to the LORD Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and 
Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the LORD. Whenever 
the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give portions of the 
meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters. But to 
Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved her, and the 
LORD had closed her womb. Because the LORD had closed 
Hannah’s womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her. 
This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the 
house of the LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would 
not eat. Her husband Elkanah would say to her, “Hannah, why are 
you weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? 
Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?” 
 
Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah 
stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by the doorpost 
of the LORD’s house. In her deep anguish Hannah prayed to the 
LORD, weeping bitterly. And she made a vow, saying, “LORD 
Almighty, if you will only look on your servant’s misery and 
remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then 
I will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor 
will ever be used on his head.” 
 
As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 
Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips were moving but her 
voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk and said to her, 
“How long are you going to stay drunk? Put away your wine.” 
 
“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply 
troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring out 
my soul to the LORD. Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; 
I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.” 
 
Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you 
what you have asked of him.” 
 
She said, “May your servant find favor in your eyes.” Then she went 
her way and ate something, and her face was no longer downcast. 



Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD 
and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah made love to 
his wife Hannah, and the LORD remembered her. So in the course 
of time Hannah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She 
named him Samuel, saying, “Because I asked the LORD for him.” 
 
Reader:  This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                       Romans 8:18-29 
 
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with 
the glory that will be revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager 
expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation 
was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom 
and glory of the children of God. 
 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains 
of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 
we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no 
hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope 
for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 
 
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 
us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts 
knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 
 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those 
God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and 
sisters.  
 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

DISCIPLESHIP POINT   
   
Today’s Discipleship point draws from the Disciple’s Creed, part 
two: As a disciple of Jesus, I seek to always be ready to give a 
reason for the hope that I have in Christ Jesus, praying that the 
Holy Spirit uses my words, my deeds, yes – my entire life – to bring 
others to the joyful truth and life in Jesus, to become baptized, and 
learn the life of following Jesus. 
 
The world is always watching; not everybody, but somebody. All the 
experiences we go through, good and bad, are opportunities for 
others to see how we incorporate Jesus, how we hold on to hope, 
how we handle life. Especially when we experience situations that 
lead to seasons of mourning, it's good for us not to hide or fake 
being unmoved emotionally, but to be real emotionally and to let 
our faith do its job which is lean into and trust in God. 
 

DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 
Reader:  Join me in praying: 
People:  Lord Jesus Christ, I pray that You would use  

the seasons of mourning in my life to help me share 
the reason for the hope that I have in You.  And I pray 
that Your Holy Spirit would use all things in my life, 
my words, my deeds – all my experiences –  to help 
others encounter joy and blessings of life in You, of 
following You as a disciple.  In Your name I pray.  
Amen. 

 
GOSPEL READING                                                 Luke 23:26-34 
 
As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who 
was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and 
made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of people followed 
him, including women who mourned and wailed for him.  
Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. For the 
time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, 
the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
Then 
 



“‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!”  
    and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ 
 

For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will 
happen when it is dry?” 
 
Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be 
executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, they 
crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the 
other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots. 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE FROM JESUS’ SERMON                    Matthew 5:4 
 
Pastor:   God’s Word from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
People: Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus taught. 
 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
 
Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord.  
People:  May we be hearers and doers of the Word. 
 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 
OFFERING HYMN    “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”       955 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 
And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
That we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence,  
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH    
 

Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                        Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 



HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
 
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• In Christ, I am loved perfectly and empowered to love 
perfectly – totally, completely: Heart and soul, mind 
and body. 

• In Christ, I am blessed to be part of God’s kingdom 
even though I may be poor in spirit. 

• Though I mourn, I will not let any present sufferings 
steal my hope in the Lord; in Christ, I wait eagerly and 
yet patiently for my full adoption as His child. 

 
BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK              Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN       “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”         702 
 

My faith looks up to Thee,  
Thou Lamb of Calvary,Savior divine. 
Now hear me while I pray; Take all my guilt away; 
O let me from this day Be wholly Thine! 
 
May Thy rich grace impart 
Strength to my fainting heart; My zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to Thee 
Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire! 
 
While life's dark maze I tread 
And griefs around me spread, Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow's tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray From Thee aside. 

 

When ends life's transient dream, 
When death's cold, sullen stream Shall o'er me roll, 
Blest Savior, then, in love, Fear and distrust remove; 
O bear me safe above, A ransomed soul! 

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Dr. Peter & Kathy Meier 
Dan & Andrea Reichard 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Women’s Group on June 22 in Fellowship Hall 

• Congregational Meeting June 27 following worship 

• Where’s Flat Jesus? 
 
EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of loving and 

serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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