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Our Vision:  Disciples Making Disciples 

Our Mission:  Making Disciples Who Make Disciples 
 

Theme of the Year 

Come Follow Me and Come Learn From Me 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord Jesus, You cleansed the Jerusalem temple with cords 
and spirit-filled intensity.  You cleansed the human temples 
with Your blood and passionate sacrifice.  I pray that You 
would cleanse my personal temple and renew it as a house of 
prayer for You – head to toe.  Stir my spirit and deepen my 
appreciation for the sacrifice You made, pouring out Your 
heart and soul, life and blood to redeem Your people – to 
redeem me.  I look forward to Your blessings in worship and 
pray that the Father grants it in Your name.  Amen. 
 
PRESERVICE THOUGHTS             Psalm 113:1  
 
     Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord,  
          praise the name of the Lord!  
     Blessed be the name of the Lord  
          from this time forth and forevermore!  
     From the rising of the sun to its setting,  
          the name of the Lord is to be praised!                                                    
 
PRESERVICE QUOTE 
 
     When one thinks of the wondrous glory of Christ, how       
     astonishing that He can join with us!  But more, when  
     one thinks of His bringing many sons to glory at such a  
     cost, one is lost in adoring amazement.  ~ G.V. Wigram  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PRESERVICE HYMNS      
“Jesus Lives!  The Victory’s Won”                                     490 
 

Jesus lives!  The vict’ry’s won! 
Death no longer can appall me; 
Jesus lives!  Death’s reign is done! 
From the grave will Christ recall me. 
Brighter scenes will then commence; 
This shall be my confidence. 
 
Jesus lives!  To Him the throne  
High above all things is given. 
I shall go where He is gone, 
Live and reign with Him in heaven. 
God is faithful; doubtings, hence! 
This shall be my confidence. 
 
Jesus lives!  For me He died, 
Hence will I, to Jesus living, 
Pure in heart and act abide,  
Praise to Him and glory giving. 
All I need God will dispense; 
This shall be my confidence. 
 
Jesus lives!  I know full well 
Nothing me from Him shall sever. 
Neither death nor pow’rs of hell 
Part me now from Christ forever. 
God will be my sure defense;  
This shall be my confidence. 
 
Jesus lives!  And now is death 
But the gate of life immortal; 
This shall calm my trembling breath 
When I pass its gloomy portal. 
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 
Jesus is my confidence! 

 
 
 

 
“The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”                                  464  
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 
The strife is o'er, the battle done;  
Now is the victor's triumph won;  
Now be the song of praise begun.  Alleluia!  
 
The pow'rs of death have done their worst,  
But Christ their legions hath dispersed.  
Let shouts of holy joy outburst.   Alleluia!  
The three sad days have quickly sped,  
He rises glorious from the dead.  
All glory to our risen Head!  Alleluia!  
 
He broke the age-bound chains of hell;  
The bars from heav'n's high portals fell.  
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell.  Alleluia!  
 
Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee,  
From death's dread sting Thy servants free  
That we may live and sing to Thee.  Alleluia!  

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

Pastor: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
People:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Pastor: Father we praise You our creator who promised to 

redeem all mankind from the ancient curse:  We 
rejoice in You that death does not have the final 
word over us. 

People: Alleluia!  Thank You God our Father! 
 
Pastor: Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, we praise You for 

absorbing the curse of sin and death through the 
cross.  We rejoice in You because, by faith, Your 
resurrection and victory over death is ours also. 

People: Alleluia!  Thank You God the Son! 
 



 
Pastor: Holy Spirit, we praise You for revealing to us the 

truth about Jesus’ death and resurrection, and we 
rejoice in You for making us one with Christ through 
faith in Him. 

People:  Alleluia!  Thank You God the Holy Spirit! 
 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen – and this is the day that the 

Lord has made.  
People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  (Psalm 118:24) 
 
OPENING HYMN     “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”          457 
 

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss.  Alleluia! 

 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluia! 

 
But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He's King, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing.  Alleluia! 
 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia! 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor:  God has removed every obstacle between us and
 Him, including death – described in the bible as the  
 wages of our sin.  With sin and death conquered for 
 us, let’s confess our sins in light of God’s mercy  
 through our risen Lord Jesus. 

 
People:  Risen Lord, we revisit and remember Your  

empty tomb again today, yet we sometimes we 
still live in fear – fear of death, fear of failure, 
fear or rejection.  We still battle with sin in our 
flesh, finding that we do the very things we 
ought not to do and not doing those things 
which You command – and which we desire to 
do in our spirit. 

 
Pastor:  Help us be a people of resurrection not just on this 

day but all days.  
People:  Fill our hearts with Your promise of redemption  

and resurrection that we might draw strength 
from You and turn from sin and be renewed. 
This we pray in the name of Your Risen Son, 
Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

 
Pastor:  Sisters and Brothers in Christ: hear the good news 

of the Gospel: The tomb is empty!  Our Lord and 
Savior has risen from the grave!  That which has 
been dead – Jesus – is alive.  That which was alive 
in us is dead – sin’s power!  Take joy my friends that 
in Christ, You are Father God’s beloved children, 
rescued and redeemed.  You are HIS new 
creations, 

People:  renewed, cleansed and precious in His sight. 
    Alleluia!  Amen! 
      
HYMN OF PRAISE   “Crown Him with Many Crowns”     525 
 

Crown Him with many crowns, 
The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless king 
Through all eternity. 
 
 



 
Crown Him the virgin's Son, 
The God incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won 
Which now His brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic rose, 
Yet of that rose the stem, 
The root whence mercy ever flows, 
The babe of Bethlehem. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of love. 
Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky 
Can fully bear that sight,  
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes 
At mysteries so bright. 
 
Crown Him the Lord of life, 
Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to save. 
His glories now we sing, 
Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring 
And lives that death may die. 

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK  
 
Pastor:  Father God, on this day of Jesus’ resurrection, we  

celebrate two suns would arise: The sun of our  
solar system and the Sun of our Righteousness 
(Malachi 4:2).  Both rise to shine on the evil and the 
good.  May both run their course with great 
effectiveness from now until eternity.  I thank You 
for them both and the blessing that they bring into 
my life and the lives of those whom I love.  In Jesus’ 
name I pray.  

People:  Amen. 
           

 
FIRST SCRIPTURE STORY                  Colossians 1:15-23 
 
The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over 
all creation. For in him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. 
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy. For God was 
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him 
to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or 
things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 
on the cross. 
 
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has 
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to 
present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation— if you continue in your faith, established and 
firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. 
This is the gospel that you heard and that has been 
proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, 
Paul, have become a servant. 
  
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING              Romans 10:1-12 
 
Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
the Israelites is that they may be saved. For I can testify 
about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not 
based on knowledge. Since they did not know the 
righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, they 
did not submit to God’s righteousness. Christ is the 
culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness for 
everyone who believes. 
 



 
Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: 
“The person who does these things will live by them.” But the 
righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, 
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 
“or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ 
up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near 
you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the 
message concerning faith that we proclaim: If you declare 
with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is 
with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with 
your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. As 
Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put 
to shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and 
Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all 
who call on him,  
 
Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
  
GOSPEL READING                 Matthew 28:1-10  
 
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 
 
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 
came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back 
the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, 
and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so 
afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 
 
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know 
that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not 
here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 
where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has 
risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 
 

 
 

 
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met 
them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will 
see me.” 
 
Pastor:  This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE FROM JESUS’ SERMON         Matthew 5:43-45 
 
Pastor:   God’s Word from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
People: Holy Spirit, remind us of what Jesus taught. 
 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your 
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and 
the good and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. 
 
Pastor:    This is the Word of the Lord.  
People:  May we be hearers and doers of the Word. 
 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 
OFFERING HYMN   
“Alleluia, Alleluia!  Hearts to Heaven”                               477 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  Hearts to heav’n and voices raise: 
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,  
Sing to God a hymn of praise; 
He who on the cross a victim For the world’s salvation bled 
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory, Now is risen from the dead. 
 
 
 



 
Alleluia, Christ is risen!  Death at last has met defeat: 
See the ancient pow’rs of evil In confusion and retreat; 
Once He died, and once was buried:  Now He lives 
forevermore, 
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer, Whom we worship and 
adore. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Glory be to God on high: 
Alleluia to the Savior Who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit, Fount of love and sanctity! 
Alleluia, alleluia To the triune Majesty! 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  Rejoicing in the resurrection of Jesus, let us pray for 

resurrection and resuscitation in these areas: 
o the Church 
o our nation and the world 
o national leaders 
o those who serve in our armed forces  
o the poor and/or unemployed among us 
o those who mourn during this time 
o those who are sick for various reasons 

  
Pastor: To You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we entrust our 

prayers, relying on Your promise that You hear us 
for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People:  Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                        Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

 
Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PREFACE (chanted)                                                160  
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE                                                          
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, Almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we 
praise You for Jesus, Your only-begotten Son, by 
whose sacrifice and authority we are welcome into 
Your presence.  Accept our thanksgiving by our 
presence and participation in this holy sacrament.   
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
HEAVEN AND EARTH’S PRAISE RESPONSE  
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                   465, v 1 
   

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 
In praise of love that still abounds: 
“Christ has triumphed!  He is living!” 
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
Repeat their song of glory here: 
“Christ has triumphed!  Christ has triumphed!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
 
 
 

 
FURTHER RESPONSE   
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                    465, v 2 

 
Eternal is the gift He brings, 
Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
“Christ has triumphed!  He is living!”  
Now still He comes to give us life 
And by His presence stills all strife. 
Christ has triumphed!  He is living! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
POST-COMMUNION RESPONSE   
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                   465, v 3 

 
Adoring praises now we bring 
And with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
“Christ has triumphed!   Alleluia!” 
Be to the Father and our Lord, 
To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
All the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
 
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• Even though I am a sinner, God has been gracious to 
me; in Christ, I am a child of the Most High and will be 
merciful, just as my Heavenly Father is merciful. 

• In Christ, I am a child of my Heavenly Father, and will 
display evidence of that by loving my enemies and 
praying for those who persecute me. 

• In Christ Jesus’ death and resurrection, I am 
reconciled to my Heavenly Father, making me without 
blemish and free from accusation; I know that I live 
holy in His sight in Jesus’ name. 



 
BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK              Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN, PART ONE    
“I Know that My That My Redeemer Lives”                       461 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives; 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living head. 
 
He lives triumphant from the grave; 
He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all glorious in the sky; 
He lives exalted there on high. 
 
He lives to bless me with His love; 
He lives to plead for me above; 
He lives my hungry soul to feed; 
He lives to help in time of need. 
 
He lives to grant me rich supply;  
He lives to guide me with His eye; 
He lives to comfort me when faint; 
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 
 
He lives to silence all my fears; 
He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 

 
 
 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Youth Sunday, April 11, Includes Children’s Message 

with J.A.M. 

• Blood Drive April 11, 8 am to 1 pm 

• Prayer Breakfast – April 17 

EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 
CLOSING HYMN, PART TWO    
“I Know that My That My Redeemer Lives”                       461 
 

He lives, my kind, wise heav’nly friend; 
He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 
He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 

 
He lives, all glory to His name! 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 
 

 

Rev. Paul vonWerder, Pastor 
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