
 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 

9:30 am Service 
 

 

 

Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 
 

Our Mission: 

Connecting to One Another in the Contagious  

Joy of Following Jesus 

 
Theme of the Year 

Love One Another As I Have Loved You 

 
 
 
 

 
 
PRESERVICE THOUGHTS 
 
Disciples share Jesus’ priority of seeking God’s 
righteousness   
 

seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness, and all these 
things (food, drink, clothes, etc.) will be given to you as well.    
                                                                        ~ Matthew 6:33 
 

What does Jesus mean to seek God’s righteousness?  From 
a human perspective, righteousness in relation to God is right 
standing with Him.  Some people believe that God judges us 
based on the totality of good versus bad deeds. To practice a 
“good life” in order to gain God’s favor would be an example 
of seeking righteousness with God.  But that is not what 
Jesus is telling us to seek.  Rather, He is calling us to seek 
after God’s way of making people right.  That comes through 
faith in God and in His only-begotten Son Jesus as Lord.  To 
seek after that righteousness is to pursue God through Jesus 
– His ways, His teachings, His Lordship, His call to deny 
ourselves, to pick our cross, and to follow Him.  Seek this 
first.   
 
PRESERVICE PRAYER   
Lord Jesus, Righteous One of God, thank You for taking on 
our unrighteousness, becoming sin for us, so that we could 
become the righteousness of God.  I pray that this truth 
manifests in my life as God’s child and Your disciple.  Thank 
You my Savior and my friend.  Amen. 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC   “For the Beauty of the Earth”   
 

For the beauty of the earth, 
For the glory of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies; 
Christ our God, to Thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 

 



For the wonder of each hour 
Of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
Sun and moon, and stars of light; 
Christ our God, to Thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

For the joy of human love,  
Brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth, and friends above,  
For all gentle thoughts and mild;    
Christ our God, to Thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

For Thy church that evermore 
Lifteth holy hands above, 
Offering up on every shore 
Her pure sacrifice of love; 
Christ our God, to Thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 

  
“I Love You, Lord” 

 

I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice 
to worship You, O my soul rejoice. 
Take joy, my King, in what You hear, 
May it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear.    Repeat 

 

“Your Love Oh Lord” 
 

Verse 
Your love, oh Lord, reaches to the heavens. 
And Your faithfulness stretches to the skies. 
And Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 
And Your justice flows like the ocean’s tides. 
 

Chorus 
And I will lift my voice to worship You, my King. 
And I will find my strength in the shadow of Your wings.   
                                                                  

Verse, Chorus, Instrumental, Chorus 2X 
 

Your love, oh Lord, reaches to the heavens. 
And Your faithfulness stretches to the skies. 

“I Will Rise Up” 
 

Verse 
You’re calling me to a deeper place. 
You're calling me to come away. 
This is the day that You have made, 
to walk in Your love and Your grace. 
And I will sing to You, my King, 
forever and ever. 
 

Chorus 
I will rise up and worship Your holiness. 
I will sing a song of Your faithfulness.      
On the mountains and through the valleys, 
Your love will be my peace.                           
And I will sing of Your love for me.  Verse, Chorus 2X 
 

I will rise up and worship You, worship You. 
I will rise up and worship You, worship You. 
I will rise up and worship You, worship You. 

 
“Lead Me to the Cross” 

 
Verse 1 
Savior, I come, quiet my soul.  
Remember redemption’s hill  
where Your blood was spilled for my ransom. 
 

Chorus 
Ev’rything I once held dear, I count it all as a loss.     
Lead me to the cross where Your love poured out. 
Bring me to my knees.  Lord, I lay me down. 
Rid me of myself.  I belong to You. 
Oh lead me, lead me to the cross. 
 
Verse 2 
You were as I, tempted and tried, human. 
The Word became flesh  
bore my sin in death.  Now You’re risen.  Chorus 
 

To Your heart.  To Your heart. 
Lead me to Your heart.  Lead me to Your heart.    



 
Lead me to the cross where Your love poured out. 
Bring me to my knees.  Lord, I lay me down. 
Rid me of myself.  I belong to You. 
Oh lead me, lead me.  Lead me to the cross               
 
Where Your love poured out.  Bring me to my knees. 
Lord, I lay me down.  Rid me of myself. 
I belong to You.  Oh lead me, lead me.                       

 
“Your Steadfast Love” 

 
Your steadfast love extends to the heavens, 
Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds; 
Your righteousness is like majestic mountains, 
and Your wisdom like the depths of the sea, 
And You come to me, filling my heart 
with Your loving kindness. 
 
I find my peace in the shadow of Your wing; 
I eat my fill from the abundance of Your household, 
And I drink from the streams of rejoicing.   
You are my King.    Repeat 
 
You are my King. 
You are my King. 
You are my King. 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
 
 

OPENING HYMN          “Beautiful Savior”                        537 
 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I'd love Thee, Truly I'd serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, 
Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 
 
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, 
Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels in the sky. 
 
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration 
Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  

 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.   
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

 We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, Have mercy on us.   

  



  
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE   
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                          465 
 

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds 
In praise of love that still abounds: 
“Christ has triumphed!  He is living!” 
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
Repeat their song of glory here: 
“Christ has triumphed!  Christ has triumphed!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Eternal is the gift He brings, 
Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
“Christ has triumphed!  He is living!”  
Now still He comes to give us life 
And by His presence stills all strife. 
Christ has triumphed!  He is living! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
Set heart and will on things above 
That we conquer through Your triumph; 
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day 
That by our lives we truly say: 
“Christ has triumphed!  He is living!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 

 
Adoring praises now we bring 
And with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
“Christ has triumphed!   Alleluia!” 
Be to the Father and our Lord, 
To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
All the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK   
  
Pastor: Let us pray.  
People:  Father God, we pray that Your Holy Spirit guides 
 us to cast off anxiety and cease orienting our  

lives around bodily needs like food and drink, 
clothing and shelter.  We commit to pursue Your 
righteousness first, choosing to trust that You 
will provide all that we need.  In Jesus’ name we 
pray.  Amen. 

 
CALL TO LISTEN        “Be Still” 
 

Be still and know He, Know He is holy. 
Be still and know He is God. 
Love Him more dearly, See Him more clearly. 
Be still and know He is God, He is God. 

 
SCRIPTURE STORY                                Philippians 3:4b-14 
 

though I myself have reasons for such confidence. 
If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in 
the flesh, I have more:  circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the 
law, faultless. 
 

But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the 
sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. 



I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes 
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the 
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I 
want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like 
him in his death,  and so, somehow, attaining to the 
resurrection from the dead. 
 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already 
arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I 
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
 

Reader:  This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                              Colossians 3:1-4 
  

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts 
on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory. 
                                     
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
DISCIPLESHIP POINT     
 

Reader:  Considering a life of prayer as part of seeking  
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness: 
One outward expression of our commitment to 
Jesus shows up in a life of prayer. Prayer can take 
many different forms. We describe three different 
facets regarding the idea of prayer. It is not 
exhaustive, but rather descriptive of basic areas to 
consider.  

1. Unceasing prayer time 
2. S.C.O.P.E.2 prayer time, (Standing Commitment 

Offered to the Potter Every day) and  
3. L.E.A.P. times of prayer                                    

(Listening Ears Attentive to Pray) 
 
The most common description for prayer tends to be a 
“conversation with God.”  Unfortunately, this definition 
tends to leave people stuck in the talking side of 
conversation, as if it really was talking “to God” or “at God”. 
The listening side – down from God to us, is less 
acknowledged as part of that prayerful “conversation”.  Let’s 
take a short and simple definition from Ralph Martin:  Prayer 
is, at root, simply paying attention to God (Fulfillment of All 
Desire, p. 121). 
 

Here is a brief look at the S.C.O.P.E.2 prayer time.  This idea 
of prayer acknowledges that while one might seek to keep 
God in the conscious mind at all times, there is still an added 
benefit of dedicated time fixated on God himself without any 
competing distractions: The word Devotion is often used here 
–singularly focused: This  aspect of prayer life asks for a 

Standing Commitment Offered to the Potter Every day 

(early). 
 

DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 

Reader:  Join me in praying: 
People:  Father God, let a life of prayer mark my pursuit  

of Your kingdom and Your righteousness.  In 
Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 

 
GOSPEL READING                                    Matthew 6:25-34 
 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothes?  
 

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store 
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you 
by worrying add a single hour to your life? 



“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of 
the field grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not 
even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which 
is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith? So do not worry, 
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  
 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 

PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 

OFFERING SONG      “Seek Ye First” 

 
Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteous, 
and all these things shall be added unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia. 
 

Man shall not live by bread alone,  
but by ev’ry word         
That proceeds from the mouth of God, 
Allelu, alleluia. 
 

Ask, and it shall be given unto you.   
Seek, and ye shall find.    
Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia. 
 

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteous, 
And all these things shall be added unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia. 

 

NICENE CREED                                                               158 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth  
       and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only begotten Son of God, 
       begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, 
       very God of very God, 
       begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 
       who for us men and for our salvation 
       came down from heaven (God’s righteousness) 
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin     
       Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and was buried. 
       And the third day He rose again according to the  
       Scriptures and ascended into heaven  
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       And He will come again with glory to judge both  
       the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have     
       no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
       who with the Father and the Son together is      
       worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets 
       And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
       Church, 
       I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
       sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
       and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
 



 
PRAYER OF PROVISION 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

 
Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE            
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we 
praise You for Jesus, Your only-begotten son, by 
whose sacrifice and authority we are welcome into 
Your presence.  Accept our thanksgiving by our 
presence and participation in this holy sacrament.    

 

 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                       163  
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   “Thank the Lord”        164 
 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; 
Tell ev’ry one what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
and proudly bear His name.  He recalls His promises 
and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     
 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 

• As a follower in Christ, I am invited to the great 
wedding banquet of God’s Son, and I desire to 
make Him a priority in my schedule even now. 

• In Christ, I am enabled to trust in the Lord with all 
my heart and lean not on my own understanding; 
I can submit to Him in all of my ways and know 
that He will make my paths straight. 

• In Christ, I am valued highly by my heavenly 
Father and will seek first His kingdom knowing 
that He will provide for all my needs. 

 
BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK               Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 



 
CLOSING HYMN     “Children of the Heavenly Father”    725 
 

Children of the heav’nly Father 
Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 
 

God His own doth tend and nourish; 
In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 
 

Neither life nor death shall ever 
From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth,  
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 
 

Though He giveth or He taketh, 
God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely,  
To preserve them pure and holy. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Board of Directors Meeting, Tuesday,  
September 22 at 6:45 pm in the office. 

• Sunday’s will continue with one service only 
beginning with Prayer & Praise at 9:00 am and 
Worship at 9:30 am.   

• Discipleship Hour today after the service in F. Hall. 

• Go to our website for a link to Facebook for the live 
stream of the service, a copy of the bulletin and 
Immersion. 
 

EXIT INVOCATION                                
 

Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 

 
EXIT SONG          “I Love You, Lord”   
 

I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice 
to worship You, O my soul rejoice. 
Take joy, my King, in what You hear, 
May it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear.    Repeat 
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