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Our Vision: 

Disciples Making Disciples 
 

Our Mission: 

Connecting to One Another in the Contagious  

Joy of Following Jesus 

 
Theme of the Year 

Love One Another As I Have Loved You 
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PRESERVICE THOUGHTS  
 
It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.               
                                                       ~ Jesus, Luke 5:31-32 
 

When Jesus came into this world, it was to call sinners to 
repentance.  We are those sinners.  As such, He calls us to 
come to Him in repentance and find in Him a Savior.  Not  
just a savior, but the Savior.  As the Apostle Peter states in 
Acts 4:12, “there is no other name under heaven by which we 
can be saved.”  And while we continue to struggle with sin 
(and therefore continually come to Jesus with repentant 
hearts), we no longer come merely as sinners, but also as 
“saints” – people made righteous through faith in Jesus.  And 
to boot, every time we go out from our encounter with Jesus 
(see tomorrow's devotion), we go with a message of healing 
that other sinful people can benefit from.  
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC   
“How Great Thou Art”                                                        801 
 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder   
Consider all the works Thy hands hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 
 
Chorus 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art!  How great Thou art!  
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art!  How great Thou art!  

 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;  
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur  
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Chorus 
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But when I think that God, His Son not sparing,  
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in. 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing  
He bled and died to take away my sin;  Chorus 
 
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation  
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!  
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim:  “My God, how great Thou art!”   

                                                                               Chorus 

 
“Glorify Thy Name” 

 

Father, we love You, we worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name, 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 
 
Jesus we Love You, we worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name, 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 
 
Spirit, we love You, we worship and adore You 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 
Glorify Thy name, glorify Thy name, 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 

 
“I Give My All” 

 

Verse 
I give my heart to You, Lord. 
I give my soul to You, Lord. 
I give my mind and I give my all to You, oh Lord. 
I give my hands to You, Lord.  
I give my strength to You, Lord. 
I give my life and I give my all to You, oh Lord. 
 
 
 
 

Chorus 
For You alone are worthy of all I am, 
for You have given me it all, 
and the least I can do is give it back to You.     
                                                                  
Verse, Chorus 
 
Ending  
I give my heart to You, Lord. 
I give my soul to You, Lord. 
I give my mind and I give my all to You, oh Lord. 

 
“The Heart of Worship” 

 
When the music fades, all is stripped away, 
and I simply come, longing just to bring 
something that’s of worth that will bless Your heart. 
I’ll bring You more than a song, 
for a song in itself is not what You have required.     
You search much deeper within  
through the way things appear;     
You’re looking into my heart. 
 
Chorus 
I’m coming back to the heart of worship, 
and it’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus.        
I’m sorry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it, 
when it’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus.    
 
King of endless worth, no one could express 
how much You deserve. 
Though I’m weak and poor,  
all I have is Yours, ev’ry single breath. 
I’ll  bring You more than a song, 
for a song in itself is not what You have required.       
You search much deeper within 
through the way things appear;           
You’re looking into my heart.    Chorus 2X 

 
 
 



 
“Just As I Am” (if necessary) 

 
Just as I am, without one plea    
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
 
Just as I am and waiting not  
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
 
Just as I am, though tossed about  
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come!  
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
 
Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,  
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve. 
Because Thy promise I believe,  
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

INVOCATION  
 

Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as 
the Father seeks. 

 

OPENING HYMN     “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying”     826 
 

Hark, the voice of Jesus crying, 
“Who will go and work today? 
Fields are white and harvests waiting, 
Who will bear the sheaves away?” 
Loud and long the master calleth;  
Rich reward he offers thee. 
Who will answer, gladly saying, 
“Here am I, send me, send me”? 
 
If you cannot speak like angels, 
If you cannot preach like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus, 
You can say He died for all. 
If you cannot rouse the wicked  
With the judgment’s dread alarms, 
You can lead the little children 
To the Savior’s waiting arms. 
 

If you cannot be a watchman, 
Standing high on Zion’s wall, 
Pointing out the path to heaven, 
Off’ring life and peace to all, 
With your prayers and with your bounties  
You can do what God commands; 
You can be like faithful Aaron,  
Holding up the prophet’s hands. 
 
Let none hear you idly saying, 
“There is nothing I can do,” 
While the multitudes are dying  
And the master calls for you. 
Take the task He gives you gladly; 
Let His work your pleasure be. 
Answer quickly when He calleth,  
“Here am I, send me, send me!” 

 
 
 



 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        
 

Pastor: As we gather for worship, let’s confess our sins and 
show appreciation to Jesus for the forgiveness He 
brings through His sacrifice on the cross. 

People:  Almighty God, we confess that we have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed; we have 
not loved You with our whole heart, soul, mind, 
and strength; nor have we loved our neighbor as 
ourselves.  Deepen within us a sorrow for the 
wrong we have done and the good we have left 
undone.  You Lord are full of compassion, slow 
to anger, and rich in mercy. Restore the joy of 
salvation within us; bind up that which is 
broken, enlighten our minds, strengthen our 
wills, and give rest our souls. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE          “Jesus Shall Reign”                  832 
 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
Does its successive journeys run; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
To Him shall endless prayer be made, 
And endless praises crown His head; 
His name like sweet perfume shall rise 
With ev’ry morning sacrifice. 

 
 
 

People and realms of ev’ry tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His name. 
 
Blessings abound where’er He reigns; 
The pris’ners leap, unloose their  chains, 
The weary find eternal rest, 
And all who suffer want are blest. 
 
Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 
Honors peculiar to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again, 
And earth repeat the loud amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE WEEK   
  
Pastor: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus, we continue to seek a 

deeper understanding and experience of Your 
version of unity among us.  Today, we ask for the 
ability to grasp what unity in Your mission would 
look like, the mission You initiated with Your first 
disciples and now carry on through us. 

People:  Grant us courage and strength to take up Your 
mission and follow You where You are bringing 
life – and to do so as a body, Your body.  Amen. 

 
CALL TO LISTEN        “Ancient Words” 
 

Ancient words, ever true,  
Changing me and changing you; 
We have come with open hearts,  
Oh let the ancient words impart. 

 

SCRIPTURE STORY                                              Acts 6:1-7 
 
In today’s story we hear the church making room for God’s 
mission in the group of believers. As you listen, pause to 
consider how you are making room for the mission in your life 
– and thank God for those who brought His message of love 
and forgiveness to you.  



In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, 
the Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the 
Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in 
the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the 
disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to 
neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on 
tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among 
you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will 
turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention 
to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 
 

This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, 
a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a 
convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
 

So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in 
Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests 
became obedient to the faith. 
 
Reader:  This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                 Ephesians 4:1-13 
  
 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life 
worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 
love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through 
the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over 
all and through all and in all. 
 
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ 
apportioned it. This is why it says: 

“When he ascended on high, 
    he took many captives 
    and gave gifts to his people.” 

(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also 
descended to the lower, earthly regions? He who descended 
is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in 
order to fill the whole universe.) So Christ himself gave the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the 
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ. 
                                    
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
DISCIPLESHIP POINT about living for God   
 
Reader:  Note that we are all responsible for helping the  

body of Jesus (the church) be built up, to reach 
unity in the faith and gain knowledge of Jesus.  This 
enables us to become mature and attain the whole 
measure of the fullness of being in Christ Jesus.  
We now take a minute to pray about our role in this 
growth process with Father God. 

 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 
Reader:  Join me in praying: 
People:  Father God, I take on the Apostle Paul's words  

for my prayer today:  I want to live a life that is 
worthy of the calling You have given me.  I want 
it to include humility and gentleness.  I want to 
be patient and bear with other people in love   ̶
like You do.  Help me make an effort through the 
Holy Spirit to be at peace with others, to not let 
strife or bitterness linger.  Help me to display 
Your grace to this world just as You have 
displayed and given me grace as Your child.  I 
now pray this same prayer for my brothers and 
sisters united with me in bringing Your message 
to this world in need.  In Jesus' name I pray.  
Amen. 



GOSPEL READING                      John 17:20-23 
  
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their message, that all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 
also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent 
me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they 
may be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so 
that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world 
will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING  
 
OFFERING HYMN  
“Spread the Reign of God the Lord”                               830 
 

Spread the reign of God the Lord,  
Spoken, written, mighty Word; 
Ev’rywhere His creatures call  
To His heav’nly banquet hall. 
 
Tell how God the Father’s will 
Made the world, upholds it still, 
How His own dear Son He gave   
Us from sin and death to save. 
 
Tell of our Redeemer’s grace,  
Who, to save our human race 
And to pay rebellion’s price, 
Gave Himself as sacrifice. 
 
Tell of God the Spirit giv’n 
Now to guide us on to heav’n, 
Strong and holy, just and true, 
Working both to will and do. 

 
 

Enter, mighty Word, the field; 
Ripe the promise of its yield. 
But the reapers, oh, how few 
For the work there is to do! 
 
Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gath’ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 

 
RITE OF BAPTISM                                Benjamin Rodriguez                
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                                        159 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the  
Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge  
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH    
 
Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
 
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• I am a grateful recipient of the forgiveness that 
comes to us through Jesus’ body and blood 
shed on the cross and shared in Holy 
Communion. 

• In Christ, I am part of Jesus’ body, rejoicing that 
others care for me and glad to show concern for 
others in Jesus’ name. 

• In Christ I have been called and gifted to 
participate in building up His body through 
gracious works of service. 

 
 
 
 

BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK               Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN       
“On Galilee’s High Mountain”                             835, v 1,2,4,6 
 

On Galilee’s high mountain 
Christ gave the great command 
In words of strength and promise 
Which all can understand: 
“All pow’r to Me is given 
To do what I shall choose; 
Therefore I send My children, 
Their witness I will use.” 
 

The Lord who, born of Mary, 
Came down as man and died, 
Who preached to all who listened, 
For us was crucified 
This Lord, our living brother, 
In pow’r at God’s right hand, 
Has chosen us to carry 
His truth to ev’ry land. 
 
And not alone to nations 
In far away retreats, 
But ev’rywhere I broadcast 
His love through crowded streets: 
The lives that my life touches, 
However great or small 
Let them through me see Jesus, 
Who served and saved us all. 

 
 
 



 
Lord, gather all Your children, 
Wherever they may be, 
And lead them on to heaven 
To live eternally 
With You our loving Father, 
And Christ, our brother dear, 
Whose Spirit guards and give us 
The joy to persevere. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Discipleship Hour to follow starting about 15 minutes 
after worship.  

• Blood Drive today until 1:00 pm. 

• Sunday’s will continue with one service only beginning 
with Prayer & Praise at 9:00 am and Worship at 9:30 
am.   

• Go to our website for a link to Facebook for the live 
stream of the service, a copy of the bulletin and 
Immersion. 

 
EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CLOSING SONG     “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 
 

Lord, the light of Your love is shining  
in the midst of the darkness shining; 
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, 
set us free by the truth You now bring us, 
Shine on me, shine on me.    
 
Chorus 
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire; 
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy, 
send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 
Lord, I come to Your awesome presence,  
from the shadows into Your radiance; 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness, 
search me, try me, consume all my darkness, 
Shine on me, shine on me.    Chorus 
As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, 
so our faces display Your likeness; 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 
mirrored here may our lives tell Your story, 
Shine on me, shine on me.    Chorus 
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