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PRESERVICE THOUGHTS 
Disciples share Jesus’ heart for unity in His people 
coming together. 
 
Unity between His people matters to Jesus?  Does it matter 
to you? 
 
If you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift 
there in front of the altar.  First go and be reconciled to your 
brother; then come and offer your gift.   ~ Matthew 5:23-24 
 
Picture it in your mind: You’re coming to God, gift in hand, to 
thank Him for graciously reconciling you to Himself through 
Jesus’ sacrifice.  He has forgiven all of your offenses toward 
Him, promising to welcome you with open arms.  At this point 
you remember that someone else has something against you 
as well.  What do you do with your gift and yourself knowing 
that Jesus has told followers such as you to leave your gift at 
the altar and go be reconciled with your brother?  Do you go? 
 
PRESERVICE PRAYER   
 
Oh Lord, that we would take this teaching from You seriously.  
How often we come to Your house to receive Your Word and 
lift up praises to You, to receive Your sacrament and offer 
songs of thanksgiving, to receive Your blessing and offer 
prayers of all kinds.  Yet we allow discord and dissension, the 
seeds of which wreak havoc in Your church and in our 
families.  Help us, on our behalf, to live with integrity before 
You, including this teaching's impact.  In Jesus' name I pray.  
Amen. 
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PRESERVICE MUSIC  “Come Into His Presence”  
 

Come into His presence with thanksgiving in your heart 
and give Him praise, and give Him praise. 
Come into His presence with thanksgiving in your heart, 
your voices raise, your voices raise. 
Give glory and honor and power unto Him,  
Jesus, the name above all names.  Repeat 

 

“Once Again” 
 

Chorus 
Once again I look upon the cross where You died, 
I'm humbled by Your mercy and I'm broken inside. 
Once again I thank You, once again I pour out my life. 
 

Jesus Christ, I think upon Your sacrifice,  
You became nothing, poured out to death. 
Many times I've wondered at Your gift of life, 
and I'm in that place once again.  Chorus 
 

Now You are exalted to the highest place, 
King of the heavens, where one day I’ll bow. 
But for now, I marvel at this saving grace, 
and I'm full of praise once again. 
And I'm full of praise once again.  Chorus 
 

Thank You for the cross, thank You for the cross,  
thank You for the cross, my Friend.  Repeat 

 

“That’s Why We Praise Him” 
 

He came to live, live a perfect life. 
He came to be the living Word, our light. 
He came to die so we'd be reconciled. 
He came to rise to show His pow'r and might.    
 

Chorus 
And that's why we praise Him; that's why we sing. 
That's why we offer Him our ev'rything.     
That's why we bow down and worship this King, 
‘cause He gave His ev'rything,   
‘cause He gave His ev'rything.   

He came to live, live again in us. 
He came to be our conq'ring King and friend.      
He came to heal and show the lost ones His love. 
He came to go prepare a place for us.  Chorus 
 
Halle, hallelujah! Halle, hallelujah! 
Halle, hallelujah! Halle, hallelujah!  Chorus 2X 
 
‘Cause He gave His ev'rything.    

 

“We Have Come to Worship Him” 
 

Chorus 
We have come to worship Him,  
to lift His name on high. 
He is worthy of our praise, 
 so let us lift Him to the sky.  Repeat 
 
He is my Savior, He is the King of kings, 
He is the mighty God,  
and of His awesome deeds we sing, 
and our highest praise to Him we bring.  Chorus 
  
He is my Father, He is the Prince of Peace, 
He is the Risen Lord,  
and of His awesome deeds we sing, 
and our highest praise to Him we bring.  Chorus 2X 
 
We have come to worship Him. 
We have come to worship Him.   
We have come to worship Him. 

 
INVOCATION and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 
Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as 

the Father seeks. 
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 



OPENING HYMN         
“The Church’s One Foundation”                         644 v 1,2,4,5 
 
The Church's one foundation Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation By water and the Word. 
From heav'n He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 
  
Elect from ev’ry nation, Yet one o'er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses With ev’ry grace endued. 
 
Through toil and tribulation And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore 
Till with the vision glorious Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious Shall be the Church at rest. 
 
Yet she on earth has union With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won. 
O blessed heav’nly chorus!  Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to Face. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful 

and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  

 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.   
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

 We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, Have mercy on us.   

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE      “Oh Bless the Lord My Soul”        814 
 

O bless the Lord, my soul!   
Let all within me join 
And aid my tongue to bless His name 
Whose favors are divine. 
 
O bless the Lord, my soul, 
Nor let His mercies lie 
Forgotten in unthankfulness 
And without praises die! 

 
'Tis He forgives thy sins; 
'Tis He relieves thy pain; 
'Tis He that heals thy sicknesses 
And makes thee young again. 
 
He crowns my life with love 
When ransomed from the grave; 
He that redeemed my soul from hell 
Hath sov'reign pow'r to save. 

 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
 
Pastor: Let us pray: Lord Jesus, today we pray against 

division in your body – at all levels and in all places. 
We pray for eradication of division at the family and 
local church levels, at the district and national 
Church levels, cross-denominationally and across 
this world.  May the spirit of divisiveness be rooted 
out, repented of, and removed for good. 

People:  May the spirit of unity and undividedness rise, 
grow and become strong.  May You be honored 
Jesus and all benefit from that unity.  Amen. 

 
CALL TO LISTEN       “Humble Thyself”  
 
Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord (echo) 
Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord (echo) 
   And He, (echo) shall lift, (echo) you up, higher and higher. 
   And He, (echo) shall lift, (echo) you up, higher and higher. 
   And He, (echo) shall lift, (echo) you up.     
 
SCRIPTURE STORY                          1 Corinthians 12:12-27 
 
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many 
parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all 
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews 
or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of one part 
but of many. 
 
Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 
belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being 
part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not 
an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that 
reason stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an 
eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body 
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact 
God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just 
as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where 
would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one 
body. 

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the 
head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” On the 
contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable 
we treat with special honor. And the parts that are 
unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our 
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put 
the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that 
lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but 
that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one 
part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, 
every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, 
and each one of you is a part of it. 
 
Reader:  This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
CALL TO RESPOND, part one     “Humble Thyself”  
 
Give yourself to the service of the Lord  
Give yourself to the service of the Lord  
   And He, (echo) shall lift, (echo) you up, higher and higher. 
   And He, (echo) shall lift, (echo) you up, higher and higher. 
   And He, (echo) shall lift, (echo) you up.     
 
SCRIPTURE READING                             Romans 12:4-8 
 
Just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, so in 
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to 
the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then 
prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it’s serving, then 
serve; if it’s teaching, then teach; if it’s to encourage, then 
give encouragement; if it’s giving, then give generously; if it’s 
to lead, do it diligently; if it’s to show mercy, do it cheerfully.                  
                                    
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 



DISCIPLESHIP POINT 
Considering how the Body of Christ functions, part one 
 
Reader:   
The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts…  
So it is with Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:12) Knees and other 
joints allow the body to be flexible in helpful ways while at the 
same time staying unyielding in ways that would be unhelpful 
for the body to move. It is important for the body of Christ to 
have people who keep us flexible in all the right ways. Pause 
and think of those who serve like knees and elbows in your 
church; then thank God for them enabling the church to be 
flexible in the right ways.  
 
God arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, 
just as he wanted them (1 Corinthians 12:18). Muscles are 
parts of the body that help the church move in order to carry 
out actions that channeled from the mind of Christ. There are 
many different muscles for the various tasks of the body. 
Without muscles, the work of God simply remains in the idea 
stage. Who are the people who get things done in your 
ministry? Thank God for them helping move the church. 
 
There should be no division in the body  
(1 Corinthians 12:25)  Bones: Skeletal bones provide 
necessary structure to enable to muscles to move the body. 
Certain people are gifted to build and sustain the structure 
and organization of the church. Hope’s Board of Directors 
help provide such structure for ministry. Who else helps 
provide structure for your church? Thank God for them 
enabling the church to be organized and constructed well. 
 
its parts should have equal concern for each other.  
(1 Corinthians 12:25) Lungs: This body part helps bring 
necessary oxygen into the human body to enable it to operate 
as intended. Certain people in the church are used by the 
Holy Spirit to inspire or breathe encouragement to the life into 
the church. Pause and think of those who operate like lungs, 
bringing helpful encouragement to the muscles doing work; 
thank God for them being “inspirational”. 
 

DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 

Reader:  Join me in praying: 
People:  Father God, thank You for those people in the  

body of Christ who inspire us and who keep us 
moving in a godly direction.  Thank You for 
those who provide necessary organization 
without which healthy movement is difficult. 
Finally, thank You for those who keep us flexible 
as Your people.  Bless us all to work together to 
Your glory.  In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  

 
CALL TO RESPOND, part two       “Humble Thyself”  
 
Love your neighbor as you love yourself  
Love your neighbor as you love yourself  
   And He, (echo) shall lift, (echo) you up, higher and higher. 
   And He, (echo) shall lift, (echo) you up, higher and higher. 
   And He, (echo) shall lift, (echo) you up.     
 
GOSPEL READING                          Matthew 12:22-30 
  
Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was 
blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both 
talk and see. All the people were astonished and said, “Could 
this be the Son of David?” 
 
But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “It is only by 
Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out 
demons.” 
 
Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom 
divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or 
household divided against itself will not stand. If Satan drives 
out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his 
kingdom stand? And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by 
whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be 
your judges. But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out 
demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
 



“Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s house and 
carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong 
man? Then he can plunder his house. Whoever is not with 
me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters. 
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING  
 
OFFERING HYMN       “Take My Life and Let it Be”       784 
 

Take my life and let it be  
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days,  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise,   
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.   

 
Take my hands and let them move  
At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee,  
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
Take my voice and let me sing 
Always, only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee,  
Filled with messages from Thee.  
 
Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use 
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose,  
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.   
 

 
 

Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be not longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne.   
 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour  
At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be, 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee.  

 
NICENE CREED                                                               158 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth  
       and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only begotten Son of God, 
       begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, 
       very God of very God, 
       begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 
       who for us men and for our salvation 
       came down from heaven  
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin     
       Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and was buried. 
       And the third day He rose again according to the  
       Scriptures and ascended into heaven  
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       And He will come again with glory to judge both  
       the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have     
       no end. 
 
 
 
 



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son together is      

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the        
prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

       Church, 
       I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
       sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
       and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  (after each petition) Lord, in Your mercy… 
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

 
Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• In Christ, I am God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for me to do.  

• I am a grateful recipient of the forgiveness that 
comes to us through Jesus’ body and blood 
shed on the cross and shared in Holy 
Communion. 

• In Christ, I am part of Jesus’ body, rejoicing that 

others care for me and glad to show concern for 

others in Jesus’ name. 

 
BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK               Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make His face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn His face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People:  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN      “God of Grace and God of Glory”    850 
 

God of grace and God of glory,  
On Your people pour Your pow’r; 
Crown Your ancient Church’s story; 
Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage  
For the facing of this hour, 
For the facing of this hour. 
 
Lo, the hosts of evil round us 
Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us  
Free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
For the living of these days, 
For the living of these days. 



 
Cure Your children’s warring madness;  
Bend our pride to Your control; 
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,  
Rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal, 
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 
 
Save us from weak resignation 
To the evils we deplore; 
Let the gift of Your salvation 
Be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
Serving You whom we adore, 
Serving You whom we adore. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Executive Team Meeting today at 12 noon in the office. 

• Sunday’s will continue with one service only beginning 
with Prayer & Praise at 9:00 am and Worship at 9:30 am.   

• Go to our website for a link to Facebook for the live 
stream of the service, a copy of the bulletin and 
Immersion. 

 
EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CLOSING SONG     “I Refuse” 
 

Sometimes I, I just want to close my eyes. 
And act like everyone's alright when I know they're not. 
This world needs God, but it's easier to stand and watch. 
I could say a prayer and just move on, like nothing's 
wrong, but I refuse. 
 
Chorus 
'Cause I don't want to live like I don't care. 
I don't want to say another empty prayer. 
Oh, I refuse to sit around and wait for someone else, 
to do what God has called me to do myself. 
Oh, I could choose not to move, but I refuse.   
 
Instrumental 
 
I can hear the least of these, crying out so desperately. 
And I know we are the hands and feet of You, oh God.   
So if You say move, it's time for me to follow through.     
And do what I was made to do,  
and show them who You are.    Chorus 
 
Bridge 
To stand and watch the weary and lost cry out for help. 
I refuse to turn my back and try and act like all is well. 
I refuse to stay unchanged,  
to wait another day to die to myself. 
I refuse to make one more excuse.    Chorus 
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