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PRESERVICE THOUGHTS 
  
Disciples share Jesus’ heart of compassion for taking 
care of (ministering to) His disciples 
 

Because so many people were coming and going 
that they did not even have a chance to eat, [Jesus] 
said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a  
quiet place and get some rest.”              ~ Mark 6:31 

 

Mark 6:34 highlights Jesus’ compassion for the crowds that 
sought Him out, but it is His compassion for His closest 
disciples that leads to an invitation in Mark 6:31 to come 
away with Him to a quiet place for rest.  That verse sets the 
tone for our theme this week in Immersion.  It is good to know 
Jesus looks to care for His disciples. It also makes sense that 
we would look to minister to each other as disciples of Jesus, 
thus becoming more like our Lord and Savior.  
 

Since the bible teaches that Jesus is the same yesterday, 
today and tomorrow, we can imagine that His compassion still 
compels Him to invite us disciples into “quiet places” to get 
some rest.  Resist any temptation to exempt yourself and 
consider His invitation to come away – Come away and rest 
WITH Him.  
 

PRESERVICE PRAYER 
 
Let me find rest in You Jesus – heart, soul, mind, and body. 
So I pray.  Amen. 
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC   
                “I Want to Be Just Like You, Jesus” 
 

I want to be just like You, Jesus. 
I want to be just like You…ooooh. 
I want to be a vessel You work through. 
I---I want to be just like You. 
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“I Give You My Heart” 
 

Verse                                  
This is my desire to honor You. 
Lord, with all my heart I worship You. 
All I have within me, I give You praise. 
All that I adore is in You. 
 

Lord, I give You my heart, 
I give You my soul, I live for You alone. 
Ev’ry breath that I take, ev’ry moment I'm awake, 
Lord, have Your way in me.   Verse 
 

Lord, I give You my heart,  
I give You my soul, I live for You alone. 
Ev’ry breath that I take, ev’ry moment I’m awake, 
Lord, have Your way in me.    
Lord, I give You my heart, 
I give You my soul, I live for You alone. 
Ev’ry breath that I take, ev’ry moment I’m awake. 
 

Give You my heart, give You my soul. 
Give You my heart, give You my soul. 
Give You my heart, give You my soul. 

 
“For All You’ve Done” 

 

O cleanser of the mess I’ve made, 
up on the hill our places trade, 
stretched on a cross, Your body crushed    
by human hands You formed from dust. 
 

Chorus 
How wonderful Your mercy is! 
How awesome are Your ways! 
I come, I come, to worship You 
for all You’ve done. 
 

O cleanser of the mess I’ve made, 
Your boundless love for me portrayed 
with patience for my learning curve 
by holding back what I deserve.    Chorus 

O cleanser of the mess I’ve made, 
with ev’rything at Your feet laid,   
I watch as all my cares erode    
as from my soul the words explode.    Chorus 2X 
 
I come, I come, to worship You for all You’ve done. 

 

“Grace Like Rain” 
 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound  
that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see so clearly.     
 

Chorus 
And hallelujah, Grace like rain falls down on me. 
And hallelujah, and all my stains are washed away,  
they’re washed away. 
 

‘Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear  
and Grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that Grace appear  
the hour I first believed.  Chorus 
 

When we’ve been here a thousand years  
bright shining as the sun, 
we’ve no less days to sing Your praise 
than when we’ve first begun.  Chorus 2X 
 

And hallelujah, and hallelujah, 
And hallelujah, and hallelujah. 

 
WELCOME and SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

INVOCATION  
 

Pastor: We come in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen.  May we worship in spirit and in truth as 
the Father seeks. 



OPENING HYMN      “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”      739 
 

Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand; 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 
Through the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light. 
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 
 
When my way grows drear, 
Precious Lord, linger near, 
When my life is almost gone, 
Hear my cry, hear my call; 
Hold my hand lest I fall. 
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 
 
When the darkness appears 
And the night draws near 
And the day is almost gone, 
At the river I stand; 
Guide my feet, hold my hand, 
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 

 
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION  
           based on our reading from Ephesians 4:26-5:2       
 
SCRIPTURE READING              Ephesians 4:26-5:2 
 
“In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while 
you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. 
Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must 
work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they 
may have something to share with those in need. 
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 
but only what is helpful for building others up according to 
their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage and 
anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.  
 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Follow God’s 
example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us 
as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Pastor: Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your  

mouths, but only what is helpful for building others 
up according to their needs, that it may benefit 
those who listen.  

People:  Father God, I repent of all things unwholesome 
that have come out of my mouth; for tearing 
down rather than building up. 

 
Pastor: Do not grieve the Holy Spirit.  Get rid of all 

bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, 
along with every form of malice.  

People:  I repent of all bitterness, rage and anger that has 
arisen in my life, along with every form of 
malice.  I confess now any brawling or slander  I 
have engaged in, calling it out as sinful.  

 
Pastor: Be kind and compassionate, forgiving each other, 

just as in Christ God forgave you.    
People:  Forgive me Father for my failure to be kind and 

compassionate when and where You desire. 
 
Pastor: Almighty God in kindness and compassion has 

given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
     
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE WEEK   
 
Reader: Let us pray.  Lord God, we pray today to learn from 

Your example and, as dearly loved children, walk in 
the way of love.  Inspire us to love just as Christ 
loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to You; we pray in the name of 
Jesus our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE           “In Thee Is Gladness”               818 
 

In Thee is gladness Amid all sadness,  
Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 
By Thee are given The gifts of heaven, 
Thou the true Redeemer art.  
Our souls Thou wakest, Our bonds Thou breakest; 
Who trusts Thee surely Has built securely; 
He stands forever:  Alleluia! 
Our hearts are pining                                                
To see Thy shining, Dying or living  
To Thee are cleaving; Naught can us sever:  Alleluia! 
 
Since He is ours, We fear no powers, 
Not of earth nor sin nor death. 
He sees and blesses In worst distresses;  
He can change them with a breath. 
Wherefore the story Tell of His glory 
With hearts and voices; All heav’n rejoices  
In Him forever: Alleluia! 
We shout for gladness, Triumph o’er sadness, 
Love Him and praise Him And still shall raise Him  
Glad hymns forever:  Alleluia!                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE STORY                        Mark 6:30-44 
 
The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all 
they had done and taught. Then, because so many people 
were coming and going that they did not even have a chance 
to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a 
quiet place and get some rest.” 
 

So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary 
place. But many who saw them leaving recognized them and 
ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 
 

By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to 
him. “This is a remote place,” they said, “and it’s already very 
late. Send the people away so that they can go to the 
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves 
something to eat.” 
 

But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” 
They said to him, “That would take more than half a year’s 
wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give 
it to them to eat?” 
 

“How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” 
When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.” 
Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in 
groups on the green grass. So they sat down in groups of 
hundreds and fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two fish 
and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the 
loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to distribute to the 
people. He also divided the two fish among them all.  
 

They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The 
number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 
 
Reader:  This is God’s story, the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 



DISCIPLESHIP POINT     
 
Reader:  This story reveals the compassion of Jesus in  

action both for His disciples and for the crowds who 
clamor to Him.  Compassion looks different 
depending on who Jesus is dealing with.  In one 
case, it means accommodating people and altering 
potential plans, in another, it means planning time 
away from those same people.  It's not likely that 
God wants us all to act the same in every situation, 
but it is likely that he wants us all to act 
compassionately in every situation, even ones 
where we’ve been misunderstood, hurt, or 
mistreated.  

 
DISCIPLESHIP PRAYER           
 
Reader:  Join me in praying: 
People:  Father God, please let my compassion be 

Spirit-driven and pervasive enough to touch  
all people and situations. In the name of Jesus 
I pray.  Amen. 

 
GOSPEL READING    Mark 6:30-32 
 
The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all 
they had done and taught.  Then, because so many people 
were coming and going that they did not even have a chance 
to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a 
quiet place and get some rest.” So they went away by 
themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 
  
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDLEY           “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                   809  
                         “I Want to Be Just Like You, Jesus” 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
 

I want to be just like You, Father. 
I want to be just like You…ooooh. 
I want to be a vessel You work through. 
I---I want to be just like You. 

 
Great Thy compassion, O Jesus my Savior; 
Giving of Thyself to bless those like me 
Thou changest not and Thy way of love fails not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. 
 

I want to be just like You, Jesus. 
I want to be just like You…ooooh. 
I want to be a vessel You work through. 
I---I want to be just like You. 

 
MESSAGE                      Rev. Paul vonWerder 
 
PRAYER FOR THE HARVEST and OFFERING 
 
OFFERING HYMN  
“We Give Thee But Thine Own”                                781 v 1,2    
 

We give Thee but Thine own,  
Whate'er the gift may be; 
All that we have is Thine alone,  
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.                     
 
May we Thy bounties thus  
As stewards true receive 
And gladly, as Thou blessest us  
To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 
 



 
NICENE CREED                                                               158 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth  
       and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only begotten Son of God, 
       begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, 
       very God of very God, 
       begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 
       who for us men and for our salvation 
       came down from heaven  
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin     
       Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and was buried. 
       And the third day He rose again according to the  
       Scriptures and ascended into heaven  
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       And He will come again with glory to judge both  
       the living and the dead,  
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
       who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son together is      
       worshiped and glorified,  
 who spoke by the prophets. 
       And I believe in one holy Christian  
 and apostolic Church, 
       I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of  
       sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
       and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  Let us agree in prayer for the life of the church, the  

world, and all people: that the will of our Heavenly 
Father be accomplished.   
 
(brief silence) 

 
Heavenly Father, You alone are worthy of worship 
and praise.  Let all creation praise and glorify Your 
Holy Name.  Lord, in Your mercy.  

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: It is far too easy to see the sins of our neighbors, 

while turning a blind eye toward our own.  Lead us 
to recognize and confess our sins, that we may 
receive Your forgiveness.  Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, lead us to amend our sinful lives. Lord, 
in Your mercy.  

People: Hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Guide the pastors of every nation.  Instill in their 

hearts the desire for peace and justice, in the lands 
they govern and with their neighbors.  Especially be 
present with the servants of this country at home 
and abroad, as they work to keep peace.  Lord, in 
Your mercy.  

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:   Be present with each man and woman You have 

united in the bonds of holy marriage.  Strengthen 
them, that they may keep the promises they have 
made to You and to each other.  Help them resist 
the temptations of the Evil One.  Through Your 
grace and mercy, heal those marriages that have 
been wounded by lies, betrayal and unfaithfulness. 
Lord, in Your mercy.  

People:  Hear our prayer. 
 
 



 
Pastor: Come to the aid of all who are sick, imprisoned, 

homeless, or gripped in the chains of addictive 
behavior.  Work through counselors, social workers 
and those called to vocations of healing, that they 
may be agents of mercy.  We especially hold before 
You in prayer those most dear to us  

 (…list names…)  Lord, in Your mercy.  
People:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son Jesus 
Christ who reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has 
 taught us: 

Our Father who art in heaven 
   Hallowed be Thy name 
   Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven 
    Give us this day our daily bread 
    And forgive us our trespasses  
       as we forgive those who trespass against us 
    Lead us not into temptation, 
    But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
    and the glory forever and ever, Amen. 

 
PREFACE (chanted)                                                160  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  Psalm 136] 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 
PROPER PREFACE                                                          
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, Almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we 
praise You for Jesus, Your only-begotten Son, by 
whose sacrifice and authority we are welcome into 
Your presence.  Accept our thanksgiving by our 
presence and participation in this holy sacrament.   
Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
SANCTUS                                                                         161 
 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
SHARING OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   “Thank the Lord”        164 
 

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; 
Tell ev’ry one what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises 
and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving.   
Alleluia, alleluia. 

  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER     
 
HOPE PRAYER BOX(ES) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST (taken from Scripture) 
  
Pastor:  Let’s remind ourselves who we are in Christ Jesus: 
 

• In Christ, I am one who prays to my Heavenly 
Father as Jesus taught and forgives as my 
Heavenly Father forgives. 

• I rejoice to gather in Christ with any brother or 
sister knowing that Jesus is with us and that our 
Heavenly Father will do what we agree to ask for 
in His name.  

• In Christ, we are dearly loved, cared for and 
blessed with the riches of God in Jesus.  

 
BENEDICTION FOR THE WEEK               Numbers 6:24-26  
 
Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     “Thine Forever, God of Love”           687 
 

Thine forever, God of love!   
Hear us from Thy throne above; 
Thine forever may we be  
Here and in eternity! 
 
Thine forever, Lord of life! 
Shield us through our earthly strife. 
Thou the Life, the Truth, the Way, 
Guide us to the realms of day. 
 
Thine forever!  O how blest 
They who find in Thee their rest! 
Savior, guardian, heavenly friend, 
O defend us to the end! 

 
 

Thine forever!  Shepherd, keep 
These Thy frail and trembling sheep; 
Safe alone beneath Thy care, 
Let us all Thy goodness share. 
 

Thine forever!  Thou our guide, 
All our wants by Thee supplied, 
All our sins by Thee forgiv’n, 
Lead us, Lord, from earth to heav’n. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• August 3rd the Micro Group Series begins.  Pick up 
the ABC Guide for Groupings in Fellowship Hall. 

• Sunday’s will continue with one service only            
beginning with Prayer & Praise at 9:00 am and 
Worship at 9:30 am.   

• Go to our website for a link to Facebook for the live 
stream of the service, a copy of the bulletin and 
Immersion. 

 

EXIT INVOCATION                                
 
Pastor: We are a discipleship-oriented church.   
 As disciples of Jesus, let’s follow in His path of 

loving and serving. 
People:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit; Amen! 
 

EXIT SONG                 “Fade with Our Voices” 
 

After all the songs are sung 
and our prayers for kingdom come, 
did we bring honor to the words we sang? 
 

Chorus 
Does our worship have hands?  Does it have feet? 
Does it stand up in the face of injustice? 
Does our worship bow down? 
Does it run deep? Is it more than a song 
that fades with our voices? 
Does it fade with our voices? 



 
Lord it’s You we long to please. 
Make our lives a melody that we proclaim 
when we live in Jesus name.    Chorus 
 
Does it fade with our voices? 
So if we raise our hands high, let us also reach them out. 
And if we lift our voices up, let it be the sound of love. 
Let it be the sound of love.   
Let our worship have hands.  Let it have feet.   
Let it stand up in the face of injustice. 
Let our worship bow down.  Let it run deep. 
It’s more than a song that fades with our voices. 
Let our worship have hands.  Let it have feet.  
Let it stand tall in the face of injustice. 
Let our worship bow down.  Let it run deep. 
It’s more than a song and it won’t fade with our voices. 
It won’t fade with our voices.  
It won’t fade with our voices. 
It won’t fade with our voices. 
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