
WELCOME TO
HOLY TRINITY

LIVE STREAMING
AT HOLY TRINITY

CANDLEMAS | THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Sunday, February 5th 2023

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the largest progressive
Lutheran body in the United States. As Lutherans, we go about Christianity in a
Lutheran way, emphasizing that we are reconciled with God (justified) not by
anything we do, but through and because of God’s love, freely given (grace).
We love questions more than quick fixes (paradox); we read the Bible in a way
that honors it as the source and norm of faith, but not as a literal handbook. As
Lutherans, we also lift up the gifts and capacity for ministry (vocation) that
everyone holds.

Holy Trinity is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation welcoming all
persons in Christ’s name regardless of sexual orientation, race, ethnic origin,
gender, class or other possible exclusionary distinctions. We seek an active
commitment to inclusiveness in membership, evangelism, and social
outreach. With a heart for the city, a passion for justice, and a commitment to
the arts, we seek to be a place where all God’s people will know they are loved.
Welcome. We’ve been waiting for you. There is a place for you here.

Please be aware that worship this morning is being filmed, photographed, and
live streamed on our YouTube channel. Your likeness and/or voice may be
captured by our equipment. Please alert an usher at the entrance if you have
any concerns. Selections from this live stream may be used on our website and
in our public relations materials.
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ABOUT TODAY’S
LITURGY

On February 2–––forty days after Christmas–––the church celebrates the Feast
of the Presentation of our Lord, marking the day Mary and Joseph presented
the infant Jesus in the temple in accordance with Jewish law (Luke 2:22-40).

As early as the 5th century, in an effort to highlight Simeon's confession that
Jesus is a light for revelation to the Gentiles, the church adopted a peculiar
tradition, not merely lighting lots of candles on the Feast of the Presentation,
but blessing all the candles that would be used in the church in the coming
year. They even gave the Mass a special name, calling it Candlemas.

While we are not celebrating the Feast of the Presentation this morning, we
will nevertheless begin our worship with a commemoration of Candlemas,
with the hope that each candle we light this year be a little epiphany of the love
of God for all people made known through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.

G A T H E R I N G

prelude

This morning’s sung mass parts are taken from The Holy
Trinity Liturgy, composed by Larry King, commissioned
by the congregation of Holy Trinity in 1985.

At the sound of the bell, we gather quietly.

Benedictus Max Reger
(1873-1916)
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nunc dimittis
(luke 2:29-31)

blessing of

the candles

During the singing of the Nunc dimittis (the Song of
Simeon) you may light your candle from one of the aisle
candles or from your neighbor. When holding a lit candle
during this liturgy, please ensure that your candle remains
completely upright at all times.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou
hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles,
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

The candles to be used in worship throughout the coming
year are blessed.

Let us pray. Silence is kept. Blessed are you, O Lord
our God, ruler of the universe. You have enriched our
lives with every good and perfect gift; you have
commanded us to show your splendor to our children
and to praise you with lives of love, justice, and joy.

Accept these candles which we offer in
thanksgiving; may they be to us a sign of Christ, the
Light of the world, the light no sin or death can
overcome. Bring us all at length to your perfect
kingdom, where you live and reign with the Son and
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

At the entrance of the cross, the assembly rises in body or
spirit; turn to face the cross in procession, bowing in
reverence to the cross as the procession passes by.

Harold Friedell
(1905-1958)
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processional hymn “Christ is the world’s true light” RINKART
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greeting
(2 corinthians 13:14)

All may bow during the response, mirroring the presider.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
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gloria
(luke 2:14)
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prayer of
the day

Let us pray. Silence is kept. Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the
prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought
to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

The assembly sits.
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W O R D

from the
hebrew
scriptures

Isaiah 58:1-12

1Shout out, do not hold back!
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
 Announce to my people their rebellion,
  to the house of Jacob their sins.
 2Yet day after day they seek me
  and delight to know my ways,
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
 they ask of me righteous judgments,
  they delight to draw near to God.
 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
  and oppress all your workers.
 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
  and to strike with a wicked fist.
 Such fasting as you do today
  will not make your voice heard on high.
 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
 Will you call this a fast,
  a day acceptable to the Lord?
 6Is not this the fast that I choose:
  to loose the bonds of injustice,
  to undo the thongs of the yoke,
 to let the oppressed go free,
  and to break every yoke?
 7Is it not to share your bread with the

and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,

and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
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8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;

your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.

9aThen you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.

Silence is kept.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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psalm 112 A cantor intones the first verse, then the assembly joins to sing.

Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the Lord
 and have great delight in | God’s commandments!

Their descendants will be mighty | in the land;
 the generation of the upright | will be blessed.

Wealth and riches will be | in their house,
 and their righteousness will | last forever.
Light shines in the darkness | for the upright;
 the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.

It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending
 and to manage their af- | fairs with justice.
For they will nev- | er be shaken;
 the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance.

They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors;
 their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord.
Their heart is established and | will not shrink,
 until they see their desire up- | on their enemies.

They have given freely to the poor,
and their righteousness stands | fast forever;
  they will hold up their | head with honor.
The wicked will see it and be angry;
they will gnash their teeth and | pine away;
  the desires of the wick- | ed will perish.
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from the
christian
scriptures

1 Corinthians 2:1-12

1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in
weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation
were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the
power of God.
 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of
this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak
God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our
glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written,
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
  nor the human heart conceived,
 what God has prepared for those who love him”—
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is
truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we
may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.

Silence is kept.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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gospel
acclamation

from the
holy gospel

The choir sings: Jesus says, I am the light | of the world; whoever follows me will
have the | light of life. (John 8:12)

Matthew 5:13-20

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
The assembly is invited to make a small cross over your forehead, lips, and chest,
inviting Jesus the Word into your heart, mind, and speech.

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out
and trampled under foot.
 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and
it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven. 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law
until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.”

Silence is kept.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.
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sermon The Reverend Timothy Weisman

Silence is kept following the sermon. The assembly stands to sing.

hymn of the day
#454

“Remember and rejoice” ST. THOMAS
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B A T H

introduction Today, we welcome four new members into the life and ministry of this
congregation. We have prayed that God would send you to us, and you have
come. You are living testimony that God is faithful, and we are grateful for the
ways you will bring your gifts to the life of this congregation.

An assisting minister presents the new members:
I present Gayle & Douglass Seaton and Molly Stilliens, who desire to make
public affirmation of their baptism.

Let us pray. Silence is kept. Merciful God, we thank you for these our siblings
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have
called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit,  and
nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts
and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought
to new birth. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

His baptismal sponsor presents the candidate:
I present Jeremy Friedland to receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism.

Jeremy, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you
desire to be baptized into Christ? The candidate responds: I do.

Do you intend to live in the covenant God makes with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve
all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? Response: I do.

People of God, do you promise to support Jeremy and pray for him in his new
life in Christ? The people respond: We do.
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profession of faith

apostles’ creed
(4th century)

thanksgiving at
the font

I ask Douglass, Gayle, Molly, Jeremy and the whole assembly to profess your
faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the + resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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holy baptism

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered
over the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into
the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things.

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through
the sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness
you nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought them across
the river Jordan to the promised land.

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to
safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not
swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends
us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the
baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and
free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Jeremy, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray. Silence is kept. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and
the Holy Spirit you give your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and
raise them to eternal life. Sustain Jeremy with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both
now and forever. Amen.

The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.
Jeremy, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever. Amen.

A lighted candle is given to the newly baptized:
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.
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affirmation

prayers of the
people

prayer for racial
justice

Gayle, Douglass, and Molly, you have made public profession of your faith. Do
you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God's faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Each person responds: I do, and I ask God to help me.

The minister addresses the assembly.
People of God, do you promise to support our siblings and pray for them in
their life in Christ?
Response: We do, and we ask God to help us.

Let us pray. Silence is kept. We give you thanks, O God, for these new
members, whom you have drawn to this place by the love of Jesus Christ.
Keep us close together in your Spirit, in the breaking of bread and the prayers,
and in service to others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Worship continues with the prayers. The assembly kneels or sits.

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those
in need, and all of God’s creation.

The assembly responds to each petition.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Save us, O God, from ourselves, from racism often cloaked in pious words,
from the machinations of white supremacy hidden in calls for civility, from
microaggressions thinly veiled in arrogance, from apologies when they don’t
give way to action, from forgiveness without facing the truth, from
reconciliation without reparation.

Deliver us, O God, from expecting siblings of color
to continue to bear this emotional work, which is not theirs to do.

Grateful for the long arc that bends toward justice, we pray: Grant us wisdom,
give us courage for the facing of these days, by the power of the Spirit, in the
name of Christ Jesus. Amen.
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the peace
(john 20:19)

M E A L

offertory

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Following the peace, the assembly sits.

In addition to giving as the offering plates are passed,
you can give towards the ministry of Holy Trinity by going
to tinyurl.com/giveHT, scanning the QR code to the right,
or by searching for @holytrinitynyc in Venmo; just make
sure to select “Business” underneath the search box.

Light of the world, we know thy praise                                               Edward Elgar
(b. 1987)

Light of the world, we know thy praise,
The angels and arch-angels raise,
And all the host of Heav'n;
More worthily than our faint hymns,
Whose jarring sound that glory dims,
Which God to Thee hast given.
But Thou didst not disdain to take our low estate,
Or e'en to make the tomb Thy resting place;
So Thou might bring into our night
the dawn of Thine eternal Light
to shine upon our face.
Nor death, nor hell, nor sin is Lord,
But Thou, O Son of God.
Thy word is now our sovereign law.
Therefore we thank Thee and we pray
Thy light may shine unto the perfect day;
Thy light may shine on us for evermore.
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offertory
prayer

the great
thanksgiving

the proper
preface

When all is ready, the presider greets us and calls us to prayer.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your
service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.

The presider sings: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you. . . and so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn. . .

The assembly may bow for the Sanctus, rising and making the sign of the cross at the
words, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”
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sanctus
(Isaiah 6:3 and
Matthew 21:9)

eucharistic
prayer

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love.
You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and
show forth your bountiful grace. But we would not see your goodness in the
world around us, and we rejected your love.

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all
people. You called us into covenant, delivered us from slavery, sustained us in
the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation.

In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born
into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of
freedom and life.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me. The assembly may bow.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me. The assembly may bow.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen! Christ will come again.

Send now your Holy Spirit and bless this meal. Grant that we who share these
gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world.
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of all your children, that with all the
saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your name forever.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty God, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.
And let the church say, Amen!
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the lord’s prayer
(Matthew 6:9–13)

the invitation
(psalm 34:8)

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord
is good. Thanks be to God!

The assembly sits until invited forward by an usher.

All are welcome at this table. This is not a Lutheran, Episcopal, or a Roman Catholic
table; it is God’s table and all are invited to receive. The small cups contain either
white wine or red grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are always available, just ask. After
receiving, you may leave your empty cup on the small table near the side aisle.

If you do not yet feel at ease receiving either the bread or the cup, you may receive
only one or the other, trusting that Christ is fully present in only one element. If you do
not wish to receive communion, you may come forward for a blessing, and you may
indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest. You may also remain in your seat
during distribution, knowing that this table is prepared for you and will continue to be
open to you when you are ready.
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communion
motet

Ke Aloha o ka Haku                                                   Liliʻuokalani, Queen of Hawaiʻi
(1838–1917)

O Lord, thy loving mercy
Is high as the heavens,
It tells us of thy truth,
And it is filled with holiness.

Whilst humbly meditating,
Within these walls imprisoned,
Thou are my light, my haven,
Thy glory, my support.

Oh! Look not on their failings,
Nor on the sins of men,
Forgive with loving kindness,
That we might be made pure.

For thy grace I beseech thee,
Bring us beneath thy protection,
And peace will be our portion,
Now and forevermore.
Amen.
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communion  hymn “This little light of mine” THIS JOY
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prayer after
communion
(Martin Luther)

S E N D I N G

final blessing
(1 Thessalonians 5)

The assembly stands.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold onto what is good. Return no
one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted. Support the weak. Help the
suffering. Honor everyone. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the
Spirit. And may the blessing of almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, be
with you now, and remain with you always. Amen.

During the hymn, the assembly turns to face the cross in procession, bowing in
reverence as it passes by, as we physically orient ourselves towards the street and the
world in which we now take the Gospel.
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sending hymn
#688

“Lord of light” ABBOT’S LEIGH
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dismissal

postlude

The Mass is ended.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

The assembly sits for the postlude.

Toccata Max Reger
(1873-1916)

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  Our Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License number is SAS003217. The scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymnody made available through One License Annual
License with Podcasting Renewal A-732983. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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PLEASE
REMEMBER IN

YOUR PRAYERS
Erin Roben

Dorothy Barritt
Dolores Fernandez

Stephen Shea
José Hernandez

Marie Mutz
Bonnie Minger

Lorraine Sorensen
John and Blake

Emily Flash
Norman DeGrote

Tim Seboldt
Robin Samuel

Jennifer
Parker

Barbara
Dick Baumann
Chloe Webster

If you would like to
give altar flowers in
memory of a loved one
or in commemoration

of an event, email
robby@holytrinitynyc.org

WELCOME
If you are new to Holy Trinity, we are glad you’re here. Whether
you’ve worshiped at Holy Trinity a thousand times or are here today
for the first time, there will always be a place for you here.

Restrooms are located downstairs in the Community Room.

After Mass, please join us for Coffee Hour in the Community Room.
The Community Room is located on the lower level; stairs are
located on either side of the doors leading out to Central Park West.

Find all our news and announcements in our e-newsletter:

Sign up for our weekly newsletter at tinyurl.com/signupHT. And
reach out to Pastor Tim and let him know you’re here today. His
email is pastortim@holytrinitynyc.org.

A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
3 W. 65th Street at Central Park West, New York, NY 10023

(212) 877-6815 | holytrinitynyc.org
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