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For at least the last eighteen centuries, some formula for prayer at the end of the day has
been part of the Christian tradition. We don’t know precisely what the earliest Vespers
looked like or sounded like, but certain themes have endured, including confession,
gratitude, and light. While Vespers never quite became a significant part of Lutheran
piety, that it is still kept at all in the Lutheran tradition may be thanks to one church: the
Thomaskirche in Leipzig.

For twenty-seven years Johann Sebastian Bach served as the Kantor of the Thomaskirche,
where most of his cantatas were composed—and though Bach’s cantatas were generally
performed at a Sunday morning liturgy, our practice of Bach Vespers at Holy Trinity
recognizes what’s possible when we juxtapose the ancient tradition of Vespers with the
sublime cantatas of the principal musician of the city that helped it endure: hope.
Whether you identify as faith-filled or not so sure, Lutheran or Luther-who? you are
welcome to participate in the singing, prayer, and ritual only to the extent you feel
comfortable doing so. Welcome. There will always be a place for you here.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity is a congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the largest progressive Lutheran body in the
United States. As Lutherans, we go about Christianity in a Lutheran way, emphasizing
that we are reconciled with God (justified) not by anything we do, but through and
because of God’s love, freely given (grace). We love questions more than quick fixes
(paradox); we read the Bible in a way that honors it as the source and norm of faith, but
not as a literal handbook. As Lutherans, we also lift up the gifts and capacity for ministry
(vocation) that everyone holds. Holy Trinity is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation
welcoming all persons in Christ’s name regardless of sexual orientation, race, ethnic
origin, gender, class or other possible exclusionary distinctions. With a heart for the city,
a passion for justice, and a commitment to the arts, we seek to be a place where all God’s
people will know they are loved.

Please be aware that worship this evening is being filmed, photographed, and live
streamed on our YouTube channel. Your likeness and/or voice may be captured by our
equipment. Please alert an usher at the entrance if you have any concerns. Selections
from this live stream may be used on our website and in our public relations materials.

1



V E S P E R S

prelude

At the sound of the bell, the assembly gathers in silence.

Choral fantasia "Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland" Nicolaus Bruhns
(1665-1697)

motet O Radiant Dawn                                                                                      James MacMillan
(b. 1959)

O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: come, shine on those who dwell
in darkness and the shadow of death.

During the introduction to the Hymn of Light, you may light your candle from one of the
aisle candles or from your neighbor. When holding a lit candle during this liturgy, please
ensure that your candle remains completely upright at all times.
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hymn of light “O Savior, rend the heavens wide” O HEILAND, REISS DIE HIMMEL AUF,
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thanksgiving
for light

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.

The presider continues:
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psalm 141

The assembly sits. Please ensure that your candle remains completely upright at all times.

I call upon you, O Lord; come quickly to me; PLAINCHANT

give ear to my voice when I call to you.
Let my prayer be counted as incense before you

and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice.
Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord;

keep watch over the door of my lips.
Do not turn my heart to any evil,

to busy myself with wicked deeds
in company with those who work iniquity;

do not let me eat of their delicacies.
Let the righteous strike me;

let the faithful correct me.
Never let the oil of the wicked anoint my head,

for my prayer is continually against their wicked deeds.
When they are given over to those who shall condemn them,

then they shall learn that my words were pleasant.
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Like a rock that one breaks apart and shatters on the land,
so shall their bones be strewn at the mouth of Sheol.

But my eyes are turned toward you, O God, my Lord;
in you I seek refuge; do not leave me defenseless.

Keep me from the trap that they have laid for me
and from the snares of evildoers.

Let the wicked fall into their own nets,
while I alone escape.

a reading from
the holy gospel

sermon

Matthew 21:1-9

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village
ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her;
untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this,
“The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took place
to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
‘Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the
trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and
that followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’

Please extinguish your candle.

The Reverend Timothy Weisman
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C A N T A T A

coro

aria tenore

recitativo basso

aria basso

Nun komm, der Heiden heiland
BWV 62

Come now, Savior of the heathens,
the Virgin's child made known,
at which all the world takes wonder
that God consigned him such a birth.

Marvel, O humanity,
at this great mystery:
the highest authority
is manifest in the world.
Here the treasures of heaven
will be uncovered,
here a divine manna
will be ordained for us,
O wonder! chastity will remain
completely unstained.

Thus departs from God’s
glory and throne
his only begotten Son.
The champion of Judah sets forth
to run the course with gladness
and purchase us, the fallen ones.
O bright radiance,
O wondrous beam of blessing!

Battle, triumph, mighty champion!
Be powerful before us in the flesh!
Be engaged
in making strong the capacity
within us, the weak!

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland,
der Jungfrauen Kind erkannt,
des sich wundert alle Welt,
Gott solch Geburt ihm bestellt.

Bewundert, o Menschen,
dies große Geheimnis:
der höchste Beherrscher
erscheinet der Welt.
Hier werden die Schätze
des Himmels entdecket,
hier wird uns ein göttliches
Manna bestellt,
o Wunder! die Keuschheit wird gar
nicht beflecket.

So geht aus Gottes
Herrlichkeit und Thron
sein eingeborner Sohn.
Der Held aus Juda bricht herein,
den Weg mit Freudigkeit zu laufen
und uns Gefallne zu erkaufen.
O heller Glanz,
o wunderbarer Segensschein!

Streite, siege, starker Held!
Sei vor uns im Fleische kräftig!
Sei geschäftig,
das Vermögen in uns Schwachen
stark zu machen!
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recitativo (duetto)
soprano ed alto

corale

We revere this splendor
and now draw near your manger
and praise with gratified lips,
what you have prepared for us;
the darkness does not deter us
we have seen your unending light.

Praise be to God the Father, intoned,
praise be to God, his only son,
praise be to God, the Holy Ghost,
ever and in eternity!

Wir ehren diese Herrlichkeit
und nahen nun zu deiner Krippen
und preisen mit erfreuten Lippen,
was du uns zubereit';
die Dunkelheit verstört' uns nicht
und sahen dein unendlich Licht.

Lob sei Gott, dem Vater, g'ton,
lob sei Gott, sein'm eingen Sohn,
lob sei Gott, dem Heilgen Geist,
immer und in Ewigkeit!

trans. Tobin Schmuck, 2010 © Bach Vespers at Holy Trinity
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welcome & offertory

magnificat

Messiah: Air and Chorus “O thou that tellest…”

O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion,
get thee up into the high mountain.
O thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem,
lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid;
say unto the cities of Judah, behold your god!
Arise, shine, for thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.

To give towards the ministry of Bach Vespers, go to
tinyurl.com/givebach, scan the QR code to the right,
venmo @holytrinitynyc, or give during the offering.

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord”

G.F. Handel

Tonus Peregrinus
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collect
for the day

collect
for guidance

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by your protection we may be
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by your mighty
deliverance; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand
leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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collect
for peace

benedicamus

benediction

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works:
give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our
hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, God forever.
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sending hymn
#263

“Savior of the nations come” NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN
HEILAND

dismissal

postlude

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly sits for the postlude.

Prelude and Fugue in c minor, BWV 549 J.S. Bach
(1685-1750)
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THURIFER
ASSISTING MINISTER
USHERS

VIOLINS
VIOLA
CELLO
BASS
OBOES
SOPRANOS
ALTOS
TENORS
BASSES

CONDUCTOR
ORGANIST
PASTOR

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Damon Gray
Myrna Payne
Gayle & Douglass Seaton and Steve Hucko

Jeremy Rhizor & Shelby Yamin
Dan McCarthy
Arnie Tanimoto
Doug Balliett
David Dickey & Julie Brye
Nola Richardson* & Kristin Sands
Kate Maroney* & Luke Paulino
Gene Stenger* & AJ Rodriguez
Joseph Parrish* & Joe Chappel

*indicates soloist

Anthony Blake Clark
Austin Philemon
The Reverend Timothy Weisman

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  Our Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License number is SAS003217. The scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymnody made available through One License Annual
License with Podcasting Renewal A-732983. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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D O N O R S

SOLI DEO GLORIA!
($20,001 AND ABOVE)

George & Marjorie Shea

PLATINUM

(UP TO $20,000)

GOLD

(UP TO $10,000)

Tim Cage
Richard Dematteis & Bob Busch

SILVER

(UP TO $2,500)

Dee Scholz-Beyer,
in memory of Pastor Bob Scholz

John Perlich

To give to Bach Vespers, please visit
tinyurl.com/givebach

Venmo @holytrinitynyc

Or mail a check to:

Bach Vespers at Holy Trinity,

3 W. 65th St, New York NY  10023.

BRONZE

(UP TO $1,500)

Albert Ahlstrom
Robert and Elizabeth Arnold
Dorothy Barritt
Tom Barritt
Ruth Bendik
James & Suzanne Boccio
David and Peggy Burke
The Reverend William and Bonnie Eggers
Marcus Epstein
Joe Fryer and Peter Brylinke
Kristian Gevert
Richard Lefkowitz
Beryl Mercer
Vera Pavone
William Schowalter
Martha J. Schultz
Gayle Seaton
Mark Smith
Edward Todd
Thomas Tuthill and The Reverend Cricket Cooper
Tamara Watson
The Reverend Timothy Weisman & Jeremy Friedland
Paul & Helen Wolfmeyer
Gerald and Elizabeth Yarnall
Kathy Yates
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FRIENDS

(UP TO $150)

Robert Ambaras
Janis Blimling
Diana  Christenson
Donna Doyle
Mary Epler
Dennis Fitzpatrick
Christophe Horton
Bruce MacIntyre
Richard Nadler
James Naumann
Phillip Nichols-Wright
Lori Padua
Dennis Prahl
Todd Rhoda
Kim Rudenburg
Erik Ryding
Barbara Scaturro
John and Mary Seboldt
Avinoam Paul Sharon
Mackenzie Singleton
Kate Theis
Jon Verbalis
Rachel Weissman
Sonja Wermager
Robert Workoff
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THE BACH VESPERS SEASON

SUNDAYS AT 5PM

October 30th

November 13th

November 27th

December 11th

December 18th

January 8th

February 12th

March 12th

April 2nd

April 7th

April 9th

BWV 80 “Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott”

BWV 26 “Ach wie flüchtig, ach wie nichtig”

BWV 62 “Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland”

BWV 243 Magnificat in D Major

Holy Trinity Lessons & Carols

BWV 1 “Wie Schön leuchtet der Morgenstern”

BWV 126 “Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort”

Sing Like it’s 1723: Chorales in the Leipzig Tradition

BWV 245 St. John Passion, Part I

(Good Friday, 7pm) St. John Passion, Part II

BWV 249 Easter Oratorio

A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
3 W. 65th Street at Central Park West, New York, NY 10023

(212) 877-6815 | holytrinitynyc.org
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