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LIVE
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MASS | THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday, November 27th 2022

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity is a congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the largest progressive
Lutheran body in the United States. As Lutherans, we go about Christianity in a
Lutheran way, emphasizing that we are reconciled with God (justified) not by
anything we do, but through and because of God’s love, freely given (grace). We
love questions more than quick fixes (paradox); we read the Bible in a way that
honors it as the source and norm of faith, but not as a literal handbook. As
Lutherans, we also lift up the gifts and capacity for ministry (vocation) that
everyone holds.

Holy Trinity is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation welcoming all
persons in Christ’s name regardless of sexual orientation, race, ethnic origin,
gender, class or other possible exclusionary distinctions. We seek an active
commitment to inclusiveness in membership, evangelism, and social outreach.
With a heart for the city, a passion for justice, and a commitment to the arts, we
seek to be a place where all God’s people will know they are loved. Welcome.
We’ve been waiting for you. There is a place for you here.

Please be aware that worship this morning is being filmed, photographed, and
live streamed on our YouTube channel. Your likeness and/or voice may be
captured by our equipment. Please alert an usher at the entrance if you have any
concerns. Selections from this live stream may be used on our website and in our
public relations materials.
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G A T H E R I N G

prelude

confession and
forgiveness

At the sound of the bell, we gather quietly.

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of Kevyn Lloyd Aiken by
Michelle Peranteau.

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Silence is kept. Gracious God, we confess that we are
captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

The presider announces God’s forgiveness.

At the entrance of the cross, the assembly rises in body or
spirit; turn to face the cross in procession, bowing in
reverence to the cross as the procession passes by.

J.S. Bach

(1685-1750)
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gathering hymn
#435

“Lo he comes with clouds descending” HELMSLEY
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greeting

kyrie

All may bow during the response, mirroring the presider.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

A cantor sings: Kyrie eléison.

The assembly responds:
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prayer of
the day

A cantor sings: Christe eléison.

The assembly responds:

A cantor sings: Kyrie eléison.

The assembly responds:

Let us pray. Silence is kept. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your
merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and
enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The assembly sits.
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W O R D

from the
hebrew
scriptures

Isaiah 2:1-5

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
 2In days to come
  the mountain of the Lord’s house
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
  and shall be raised above the hills;
 all the nations shall stream to it.
  3Many peoples shall come and say,
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
  to the house of the God of Jacob;
 that he may teach us his ways
  and that we may walk in his paths.”
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
 4He shall judge between the nations,
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
  and their spears into pruning hooks;
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
  neither shall they learn war any more.
 5O house of Jacob,
  come, let us walk
  in the light of the Lord!

Silence is kept.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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psalm 122 A cantor intones the first verse, then the assembly joins to sing.

I was glad when they | said to me,
  “Let us go to the house | of the Lord.”

Now our | feet are standing
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built | as a city
  that is at unity | with itself;
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord,
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord. R
For there are the | thrones of judgment,
  the thrones of the | house of David.
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
  “May they pros- | per who love you.
Peace be with- | in your walls
  and quietness with- | in your towers.
For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
  I pray for | your prosperity.
Because of the house of the | Lord our God,
  I will seek to | do you good.”
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from the
christian
scriptures

gospel
acclamation

Romans 13:11-14

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead,
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.

Silence is kept.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.

The choir sings: Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,
and grant us your salvation. (Ps. 85:7)
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from the
holy gospels

sermon

Matthew 24:36-44

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
The assembly is invited to make a small cross over your forehead, lips, and chest,
inviting Jesus the Word into your heart, mind, and speech.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken
and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will
be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.
44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”

Silence is kept.

The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

The Reverend Timothy Weisman

Silence is kept following the sermon. The assembly stands to sing.
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hymn of the day
#711

“O day of peace that dimly shines” JERUSALEM
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the apostles’
creed

prayers of the
people

prayer for racial
justice

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the + resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

The assembly kneels or sits to pray.

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those
in need, and all of God’s creation.

The assembly responds to each petition.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Save us, O God, from ourselves, from racism often cloaked in pious words,
from the machinations of white supremacy hidden in calls for civility, from
microaggressions thinly veiled in arrogance, from apologies when they don’t
give way to action, from forgiveness without facing the truth, from
reconciliation without reparation.

Deliver us, O God, from expecting siblings of color
to continue to bear this emotional work, which is not theirs to do.

Grateful for the long arc that bends toward justice, we pray: Grant us wisdom,
give us courage for the facing of these days, by the power of the Spirit, in the
name of Christ Jesus. Amen.
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the peace

M E A L

offertory

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Following the peace, the assembly sits.

To give towards the ministry of Holy Trinity, go to
tinyurl.com/giveHT, scan the QR code to the right, or
there’s an offering receptacle near the entrance.

You can also use Venmo @holytrinitynyc by choosing
“Business” under the search feature.

Wohlauf, wohlauf, mit hellem Ton                                                       Johann Walter
(1496-1570)

“Be well, be well!” with clear tone the watchers call this hour
Wake from sleep, receive the Lord, rejoice with glad mouths
The gate is wide, the heart is ready
Salvation is coming: joyfully receive Christ, the Lord

Be well, be well, you Christians blind, come to my courts
Remember your baptism, forget your sins, will that nothing else remains
Repent, ready your feet to run on the right way
I am the one that can help

Be well, be well, those who follow Christ, come to the wedding feast
Mind yourself, look ahead: the pains of hell shall be swept away
The door is almost closed, whoever shall come to me, who sets their aim,
does not have to run far
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offertory
prayer

the great
thanksgiving

the proper
preface

When all is ready, the presider greets us and calls us to prayer.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness
you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your
service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.

The presider sings: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you. . . and so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn. . .

The assembly may bow for the Sanctus, rising and making the sign of the cross at the
words, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”
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sanctus

eucharistic
prayer

We do well to praise you, O God, and in this we are not alone. Every atom
proclaims your glory; the smallest creature and highest mountain both attest to
your creative genius; the stunning climax of great music and the trusting grasp
of a child’s hand bear witness to your love.

Though we do not see them, the hills skip like lambs. Though we cannot hear
them, the valleys sing for joy. And we, the work of your hand, are caught up in
this universal anthem.

But lest we believe that what we have to offer is more than you have to give, we
remember with reverence the one who is both our host and our Savior. Born
into obscurity, flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone he came.

Baptized into solidarity with all who yearn for a better world, touching those
whose disease might contaminate him, dining with those whose company
might discredit him; flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone he came.
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And then denied by those who followed him, crucified by those who feared
him, dead, buried, consigned to hell until heaven required his resurrection and
he arose to redeem all that we had ruined; flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone,
him we hallow, whose name is Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me. The assembly may bow.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me. The assembly may bow.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen! Christ will come again.

Holy and gracious God, present with us now, send in kindness your Holy Spirit
to settle on this bread and wine and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. And as
we share this holy food, may that same Spirit nourish, cherish and change us
until through the mystery of your grace, we know ourselves to be flesh of his
flesh, bone of his bone, as we look with hope for his coming again.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty God, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.
And let the church say, Amen!
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the lord’s prayer

the invitation These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord
is good. Thanks be to God!

The assembly sits until invited forward by an usher.

All are welcome at this table. This is not a Lutheran, Episcopal, or a Roman Catholic
table; it is God’s table and all are invited to receive. The small cups contain either
white wine or red grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are always available, just ask. After
receiving, you may leave your empty cup on the small table near the side aisle.

If you do not yet feel at ease receiving either the bread or the cup, you may receive
only one or the other, trusting that Christ is fully present in only one element. If you do
not wish to receive communion, you may come forward for a blessing, and you may
indicate that by crossing your arms over your chest. You may also remain in your seat
during distribution, knowing that this table is prepared for you and will continue to be
open to you when you are ready.
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communion
anthem

O Savior, rend the heavens wide                                                              Hugo Distler
(1908-1942)

O Savior, rend the heavens wide;
Come down, come down with mighty stride;
Unlock the gates, the doors break down;
Unbar the way to heaven's crown.

O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,
When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without Your light
We grope in gloom and dark of night.
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communion  hymn
#258

“Unexpected and mysterious” ST. HELENA
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prayer after
communion

S E N D I N G

final blessing
(1 Thessalonian 5)

The assembly stands.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold onto what is good. Return no
one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted. Support the weak. Help the
suffering. Honor everyone. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the
Spirit. And may the blessing of almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, be
with you now, and remain with you always. Amen.

During the hymn, the assembly turns to face the cross in procession, bowing in
reverence as it passes by, as we physically orient ourselves towards the street and the
world in which we now take the Gospel.
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sending hymn
#436

“Wake, awake, for night is flying” WACHET AUF
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dismissal

postlude

The Mass is ended.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

The assembly sits for the postlude.

Partita on ‘Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme’, Op.8 No.2
III. Fugue

Hugo Distler
(1908-1942)
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The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  Our Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License number is SAS003217. The scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymnody made available through One License Annual
License with Podcasting Renewal A-732983. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

ASSISTING MINISTERS

ALTAR GUILD

USHERS

DIGITAL SACRISTAN’

COFFEE HOUR

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

PASTOR

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Sue Boccio & Damon Gray

Dee Scholz-Beyer & Jennifer Nelson

Carol Headley and Jim Boccio

Jeremy Friedland

Jeremy Friedland & Pastor Tim Weisman

Austin Philemon

The Reverend Timothy Weisman
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PLEASE
REMEMBER IN

YOUR PRAYERS
Erin Roben

Ahmad Haroon
Dorothy Barritt

Dolores Fernandez
Betty & Duane
Stephen Shea

José Hernandez
Joyce

Marie Mutz
Bonnie Minger

Lorraine Sorensen
John and Blake

Emily Flash
Norman DeGrote

Tim Seboldt
Robin Samuel

If you would like to
give altar flowers in
memory of a loved one
or in commemoration

of an event, email
robby@holytrinitynyc.org

WELCOME
If you are new to Holy Trinity, we are glad you’re here. Whether
you’ve worshiped at Holy Trinity a thousand times or are here today
for the first time, there will always be a place for you here.

Restrooms are located downstairs in the Community Room.

Coffee Hour continues after Mass in the Community Room. Out of
love for one another, we ask that only persons fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 participate in Coffee Hour at this time. The
Community Room is located in the basement; stairs are located on
either side of the doors leading out to Central Park West.

Find all our news and announcements in our e-newsletter:

Sign up for our weekly newsletter at tinyurl.com/signupHT. And
reach out to Pastor Tim and let him know you’re here today. His
email is pastortim@holytrinitynyc.org

A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
3 W. 65th Street at Central Park West, New York, NY 10023

(212) 877-6815 | holytrinitynyc.org
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