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For at least the last eighteen centuries, some formula for prayer at the end of the day has
been part of the Christian tradition. We don’t know precisely what the earliest Vespers
looked like or sounded like, but certain themes have endured, including confession,
gratitude, and light. While Vespers never quite became a significant part of Lutheran
piety, that it is still kept at all in the Lutheran tradition may be thanks to one church: the
Thomaskirche in Leipzig.

For twenty-seven years Johann Sebastian Bach served as the Kantor of the
Thomaskirche, where most of his cantatas were composed—and though Bach’s cantatas
were generally performed at a Sunday morning liturgy, our practice of Bach Vespers at
Holy Trinity recognizes what’s possible when we juxtapose the ancient tradition of
Vespers with the sublime cantatas of the principal musician of the city that helped it
endure: profound peace. Whether you identify as faith-filled or not so sure, Lutheran or
Luther-who? you are welcome to participate in the singing, prayer, and ritual only to the
extent you feel comfortable doing so. Welcome. There will always be a place for you here.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity is a congregation of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the largest progressive Lutheran body in the
United States. As Lutherans, we go about Christianity in a Lutheran way, emphasizing
that we are reconciled with God (justified) not by anything we do, but through and
because of God’s love, freely given (grace). We love questions more than quick fixes
(paradox); we read the Bible in a way that honors it as the source and norm of faith, but
not as a literal handbook. As Lutherans, we also lift up the gifts and capacity for ministry
(vocation) that everyone holds. Holy Trinity is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation
welcoming all persons in Christ’s name regardless of sexual orientation, race, ethnic
origin, gender, class or other possible exclusionary distinctions. With a heart for the city,
a passion for justice, and a commitment to the arts, we seek to be a place where all God’s
people will know they are loved.

Please be aware that worship this evening is being filmed, photographed, and live
streamed on our YouTube channel. Your likeness and/or voice may be captured by our
equipment. Please alert an usher at the entrance if you have any concerns. Selections
from this live stream may be used on our website and in our public relations materials.
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V E S P E R S

prelude

versicles

When holding a lit candle during this liturgy, please ensure
that your candle remains completely upright at all times.

Prelude in C Major, BWV 547                                                                                    J.S. Bach
(1685-1750)

At the sound of the bell, the assembly stands to face the procession
at the doors to Central Park West.

Plainchant

You may use this time to light your candle from one of the aisle candles or from your
neighbor. During the Hymn of Light, the assembly turns to face the procession.
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hymn of light “Rejoice, angelic choirs, rejoice!” WÄCHTERLIED
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thanksgiving
for light

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.

The presider continues:
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The assembly sits.
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psalm 89 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; Plainsong: Tone I(d)

his steadfast love endures for ever!
The Lord is my strength and my might;

he has become my salvation.

There are glad songs of victory
in the tents of the righteous:

‘The right hand of the Lord does valiantly;
the right hand of the Lord is exalted;
the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.’

Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the Lord.

This is the gate of the Lord;
the righteous shall enter through it.

I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.

This is the Lord’s doing;
it is marvellous in our eyes.

This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Silence is kept.
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from the
gospels

homily

Mark 16:1–8

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been
saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?’ When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had
already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed
in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them,
‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him,
just as he told you.’ So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

Silence is kept. You may extinguish your candle.

The Reverend Timothy Weisman

Silence is kept following the homily.

offertory Violin Sonata in G Major, BWV 1021: I. Adagio

David Ross, flute; Arnie Tanimoto, cello; Dongsok Shin, organ

To give towards the ministry of Bach Vespers, go to
tinyurl.com/givebach, scan the QR code to the right,
or there’s an offering receptacle near the entrance.

J.S. Bach
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C A N T A T A

sinfonia

adagio

duetto tenore
basso e core

recitativo

Oster-Oratorium

BWV 249

Come, hasten and run,
you fleeting feet,
approach the cavern
which concealed Jesus!
Laughter and frolicking
accompany our hearts
for our salvation is risen.

Mary Magdalene:
O men of cold heart!
Where has the love gone
which the Savior deserves from you?

Mary Daughter of James:
A feeble woman must shame you!

Peter:
Alas, an afflicted grief

John:
and anxious heartache

Peter, John:
has, with salty tears
and woeful yearning,
intended an anointing for him,

Mary and Mary:
which you, like us, prepared in vain.

J.S. Bach

Kommt, eilet und laufet,
ihr flüchtigen Füße,
erreichet die Höhle,
die Jesum bedeckt!
Lachen und Scherzen
begleitet die Herzen,
denn unser Heil ist auferweckt.

Maria Magdalena:
O kalter Männer Sinn!
Wo ist die Liebe hin,
die ihr dem Heiland schuldig seid?

Maria Jacobi:
Ein schwaches Weib muß euch beschämen!

Petrus:
Ach, ein betrübtes Grämen

Johannes:
und banges Herzeleid

Petrus, Johannnes:
hat mit gesalznen Tränen
und wehmutsvollem Sehnen
ihm eine Salbung zugedacht,

Maria und Maria:
die ihr, wie wir, umsonst gemacht.
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aria soprano

recitativo

aria tenore

recitativo ed
arioso

Soul, your spices
need no longer be myrrh.
For simply with
the laurel wreath adorning,
your refreshment has already occurred.

Peter:
Here is the tomb

John:
and here the stone that sealed it;
but where would my Savior be?

Mary Magdalene;
He is risen from the dead!
We encountered an angel
who proclaimed this to us.

Peter:
Here I behold with delight
the sudarium (head cloth) lays uncoiled.

Gentle shall be my deaththroes,
merely a slumber,
Jesus, by your sudarium.
Indeed, this will refresh me there
and comfortingly wipe the tears
of my pain from my cheeks.

Mary and Mary:
Meanwhile, we sigh
with burning desire;
oh, indeed might it but soon occur,
to behold the Savior himself!

Seele, deine Spezereien
sollen nicht mehr Myrrhen sein.
Denn allein sich mit
Lorbeerkränzen schmücken
schicket sich vor dein Erquicken.

Petrus:
Hier ist die Gruft

Johannes:
und hier der Stein, der solche zugedeckt;
wo aber wird mein Heiland sein?

Maria Magdalena:
Er ist vom Tode auferweckt!
Wir trafen einen Engel an,
der hat uns solches kundgetan.

Petrus:
Hier seh ich mit Vergnügen
das Schweißtuch abgewickelt liegen.

Sanfte soll mein Todeskummer,
nur ein Schlummer,
Jesu, durch dein Schweißtuch sein.
Ja, das wird mich dort erfrischen

und die Zähren meiner Pein
von den Wangen tröstlich wischen.

Maria und Maria:
Indessen seufzen wir
mit brennender Begier;
ach, könnt es doch nur bald geschehen,
den Heiland selbst zu sehen!
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aria alto

recitativo

coro

Tell, tell me swiftly,
tell, where I might find Jesus
whom my soul loves!
Do come, come, embrace me;
for without you my heart is
completely orphaned and afflicted.

John:
We are elated
that our Jesus lives again.
and our hearts
which once wallowed
and wafted in sorrow,
forget the pain
and devise songs of joy;
for our Savior lives again.

Praise and thanks
remain, Lord, your anthem.
Hell and Devil are vanquished,
their portals are demolished.
Rejoice, you redeemed tongues
that one might hear it in heaven.
Open, you heavens,
your resplendent vaults,
the Lion of Judah comes
drawn in triumph!

Saget, saget mir geschwinde,
saget, wo ich Jesum finde,
welchen meine Seele liebt!
Komm doch, komm, umfasse mich;
denn mein Herz ist ohne dich
ganz verwaiset und betrübt.

Johannes:
Wir sind erfreut,
daß unser Jesus wieder lebt,
und unser Herz,
so erst in Traurigkeit

zerflossen und geschwebt
vergißt den Schmerz
und sinnt auf Freudenlieder;
denn unser Heiland lebet wieder.

Preis und Dank
bleibe, Herr, dein Lobgesang.
Höll' und Teufel sind bezwungen,
ihre Pforten sind zerstört.
Jauchzet, ihr erlösten Zungen,
daß man es im Himmel hört.
Eröffnet, ihr Himmel,
die prächtigen Bogen,
der Löwe von Juda kömmt
siegend gezogen!

Silence is kept. The assembly stands with the presider.
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magnificat
hymn

“My soul, now praise your maker!” NUN LOB, MEIN SEEL
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kyrie

collect for
the day

collect for
peace

benedicamus

benediction

Almighty God, through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ you have overcome death
and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the
day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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sending hymn “Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands” CHRIST LAG IN TODESBANDEN
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postlude

dismissal

The assembly sits for the postlude.

Fugue in C Major, BWV 547

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

J.S. Bach
(1685-1750)

ASSISTING MINISTERS

GUEST CONDUCTOR
ORGANIST
VIOLINS
VIOLA
CELLO
BASS
CONTINUO ORGAN
OBOES
FLUTE/RECORDER
RECORDER
BASSOON
TRUMPETS
TIMPANI
SOPRANOS
ALTOS
TENORS
BASSES

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Damon Gray & Tim Cage

Malcolm J. Merriweather
Raymond Nagem
Tatiana Daubek & Jeremy Rhizor
Dan McCarthy
Arnie Tanimoto
John Stajduhar
Dongsok Shin
Andrew Blanke & Julie Brye
David Ross
Rachel Begley
Allen Hamrick
Steven Marquardt, Perry Sutton, & Erik Larson
Jared Soldiviero
Nola Richardson & Sylvia Maisonet
Kate Maroney & Hai-Ting Chinn
Gene Stenger & Charles Curtis
Jonathan Woody & Courtney Carey

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.
Our Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number is SAS003217. The scriptures are from the New Revised
Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Hymnody made available through One License Annual License with
Podcasting Renewal A-732983. Used by permission. All rights reserved
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D O N O R S

NEW YORK CITY The original Bach Vespers

($20,001 AND ABOVE)

George & Marjorie Shea

LEIPZIG The great cantatas

(UP TO $20,000)

KÖTHEN Chamber music

(UP TO $10,000)

Irene Schultz

Tim Wentzlaff

WEIMAR Master organ works

(UP TO $5,000)

Tim Cage
Dr. Carol Stein

MÜHLHAUSEN Early cantata years

(UP TO $2,500)

Anna Bolz
Caroline Bynum
Richard Dematteis & Bob Busch
Steve Hucko
John Perlich
Welvin Potter
Dee Scholz-Beyer
Dorothea von Muecke

To give to Bach Vespers, please
visit tinyurl.com/givebach,

or you may mail a check to:

Bach Vespers at Holy Trinity,

3 W. 65th St, New York NY  10023.

ARNSTADT Bach’s first organist position

(UP TO $1,500)

Gregory Alles
Robert & Elizabeth Arnold
Robert Ambaras
Tom Barritt
Diane Meredith Belcher
Ruth Bendik
James & Suzanne Boccio
Ronald & Rebecca Brakke
Gregg Broome
The Rev Dr. David and Peggy Burke
Rick & Alana Coble
The Rev. Bill and Bonnie Eggers
Mr. Mark Dirksen & The Rev. Beth Maynard
Robert Frisby
Orrie Frutkin
Kristian & Angela Gevert
Susan Hannah
Suzanne & Robert Hoglund
Nathanael & Elizabeth Larson
Beryl Mercer
The Rev. Kelly-Ray Meritt
Vera Pavone
Daniel Pinello
Douglas Reed
Paul Schmidt
Martha Schultz
Kristine Peterson & Steven Schmidt
Avinoam Sharon
Edward Todd
Jessica Vandervoort
Gerard and Elizabeth Yarnall
Yoshisuke Yamada
Katy Yates
Vanguard Charitable
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LÜNEBURG Bach’s teenage choir years

(UP TO $150)

Robert & Kyle Ahrold
Alexandra Altman
Dorothy Barritt
Frederic Beacham III
Garrett & Taylor Biedermann
Mischa Bouvier
Janis Blimling
Andrew Copper
Mason Essif & Wai Paul Lee
William & Carol Farris
Paolo Federico O’Murchu
Dennis Fitzpatrick
Randolph Floyd
Harry Greenwald
Cristophe Horton
Brooks Huston
Evelyn Junge
Alice Kennedy
Richard Lefkowitz
Pamela Lehrer
Don and Georgina Leon
Bruce MacIntyre
Phillip Nichols & Marita Wright
Michael McGinnis
Daniel Meyer
Marc Monte
Jeff Mueller

Jennifer Nelson
Nils Neubert
Lori Padua
Nancy Parish
Dennis Prahl
Tao Radoczy
Paul & Jody Richards
Stephen Ritchie
Jaime Rodriguez
Nina Romanoff
Gary & Joyce Roth
Eric Routen
Erik Ryding
Vassili Samolis
Barbara Scaturro
Ann Schmidt
Michael Schneiders
John and Mary Seboldt
David Shuler
Carla Skodinski
Gary & Katharina Szakmary
Kate Theis
Sonja Wermager
Peter Wing
Robert Workoff
Robert Zelin
The Rev. Timothy Weisman & Jeremy Friedland

A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
3 W. 65th Street at Central Park West, New York, NY 10023

(212) 877-6815 | holytrinitynyc.org
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