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For at least the last eighteen centuries, some formula for prayer at the end of

the day has been part of the Christian tradition. We don’t know precisely what

the earliest Vespers looked like or sounded like, but certain themes have

endured, including confession, gratitude, and light. While Vespers never quite

became a significant part of Lutheran piety, that it is still kept at all in the

Lutheran tradition may be thanks to one church: the Thomaskirche in Leipzig.

For twenty-seven years Johann Sebastian Bach served as the Kantor of the

Thomaskirche, where most of his cantatas were composed—and though Bach’s

cantatas were generally performed at a Sunday morning liturgy, our practice of

Bach Vespers at Holy Trinity recognizes what’s possible when we juxtapose the

ancient tradition of Vespers with the sublime cantatas of the principal musician

of the city that helped it endure: profound peace. Whether you identify as

faith-filled or not so sure, Lutheran or Luther-who? you are welcome to

participate in the singing, prayer, and ritual only to the extent you feel

comfortable doing so. Welcome. There will always be a place for you here.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity is a congregation of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the largest progressive

Lutheran body in the United States. As Lutherans, we go about Christianity in a

Lutheran way, emphasizing that we are reconciled with God (justified) not by

anything we do, but through and because of God’s love, freely given (grace). We

love questions more than quick fixes (paradox); we read the Bible in a way that

honors it as the source and norm of faith, but not as a literal handbook. As

Lutherans, we also lift up the gifts and capacity for ministry (vocation) that

everyone holds. Holy Trinity is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation

welcoming all persons in Christ’s name regardless of sexual orientation, race,

ethnic origin, gender, class or other possible exclusionary distinctions. With a

heart for the city, a passion for justice, and a commitment to the arts, we seek to

be a place where all God’s people will know they are loved.

Please be aware that worship this evening is being filmed, photographed, and

live streamed on our YouTube channel. Your likeness and/or voice may be

captured by our equipment. Please alert an usher at the entrance if you have

any concerns. Selections from this live stream may be used on our website and/

or in outreach messaging.
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V E S P E R S

prelude

versicles

When holding a lit candle during this liturgy, please ensure

that your candle remains completely upright at all times.

Werde munter, mein Gemüte                                                                 Johann Pachelbel

(tune of Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring) (1653-1706)

At the sound of the bell, the assembly stands.

Plainchant

Silence is kept. You may use this time to light your candle from one of the aisle

candles or from your neighbor. During the Hymn of Light, the assembly turns to

face the large candle in procession.
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hymn of light

560

“Christ Mighty Savior” INNISFREE FARM

Tune and descant by Richard Wayne Dirksen
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thanksgiving

for light

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.

The presider continues:
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The assembly sits.
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psalm 50

gospel

reading

1
The mighty one, God the LORD, Plainsong: Tone V

speaks and summons the earth

from the rising of the sun to its setting.

2
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,

God shines forth.

3
Our God comes and does not keep silence,

before him is a devouring fire,

and a mighty tempest all around him.

4
He calls to the heavens above

and to the earth, that he may judge his people:

5
"Gather to me my faithful ones,

who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!"

6
The heavens declare his righteousness,

for God himself is judge.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Silence is kept. You may extinguish your candle.

Luke 1:39-56

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill

country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was

filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me,

that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your

greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that

there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’

And Mary said,

‘My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,

for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;

for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.

His mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
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homily

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,

and lifted up the lowly;

he has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy,

according to the promise he made to our ancestors,

to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’

Silence is kept.

The Reverend Timothy Weisman

Silence is kept following the homily.

offertory Prelude from Suite No. 2 in B minor, BWV 1008

Stephanie Corwin, bassoon

To give towards the ministry of Bach Vespers, go to

tinyurl.com/givebach, scan the QR code to the right, or

there’s an offering receptacle near the entrance.

J.S. Bach
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C A N T A T A

coro

recitativo

tenore

aria alto

"Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben"

BWV 147: Part I

Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben

muß von Christo Zeugnis geben,

ohne Furcht und Heuchelei,

daß er Gott und Heiland sei.

Gebenedeiter Mund!

Maria macht ihr Innerstes der

Seelen

durch Dank und Rühmen kund;

sie fänget bei sich an,

des Heilands Wunder zu erzählen

was er an ihr,

als seiner Magd getan

O! menschliches Geschlecht,

des Satans und der Sünden Knecht,

du bist befreit

durch Christi tröstendes Erscheinen

von dieser Last und Dienstbarkeit!

Jedoch, dein Mund

und dein verstockt Gemüte

verschweigt, verleugnet solche Güte;

doch wisse, daß dich nach der Schrift

ein allzu scharfes Urteil trifft.

Schäme dich, o Seele nicht,

deinen Heiland zu bekennen,

soll er dich die Seine nennen

vor des Vaters Angesicht;

doch wer ihn auf dieser Erden

zu verleugnen sich nicht scheut,

soll von ihm verleugnet werden,

wenn er kömmt zur Herrlichkeit.

J.S. Bach

Heart and mouth and deed and life

must bear witness to the Christ

without fear or pretense

that he is God and Savior.

Blessed Virgin's mouth!

Mary makes known the innermost of her

soul

through thanks and praise;

she begins of her own accord

to tell of the Savior's miracle

which he has accomplished

in her as his handmaiden.

O! human race,

servant of Satan and of sin,

you are freed

through the consoling advent of Christ

from this burden and bondage!

And yet your mouth

and your stubborn mind

remain quiet, denying such goodness;

just be aware that according to scripture

an all-too pointed judgment ensues.

Be not ashamed, O soul,

to profess your Savior,

he shall name you as his own

before the countenance of the Father;

yet whoever on this earth

is not afraid to deny [him]

shall himself be denied by him

when he comes in glory.
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recitativo

basso

aria soprano

corale

Verstockung kann Gewaltige verblenden,

bis sie des Höchsten Arm

vom Stuhle stößt;

doch dieser Arm erhebt,

obschon vor ihm der Erden Kreis erbebt,

hingegen die Elenden, so er erlöst.

O hochbeglückte Christen, auf,

machet euch bereit,

itzt ist die angenehme Zeit,

itzt ist der Tag des Heils:

der Heiland heißt euch Leib und Geist

mit Glaubensgaben rüsten,

auf, ruft zu ihm in brünstigem Verlangen,

um ihn im Glauben zu empfangen.

Bereite dir, Jesu, noch itzo die Bahn,

mein Heiland, erwähle die glaubende Seele

und siehe mit Augen der Gnade mich an.

Bereite dir, Jesu, noch itzo die Bahn.

Wohl mir, daß ich Jesum habe,

o wie feste halt’ ich ihn,

daß er mir mein Herze labe,

wenn ich krank und traurig bin.

Jesum hab' ich, der mich liebet

und sich mir zu eigen giebet;

ach, drum laß ich Jesum nicht,

wenn mir gleich mein Herze bricht.

Stubbornness can blind the powerful

until the arm of the Most High

topples them from their throne,

yet this same arm elevates,

even as the earth’s sphere quakes before it,

conversely, the destitute, as he chooses.

O most fortunate Christians, arise,

make yourselves ready,

now is the favorable time,

now is the day of salvation:

the Savior bids you, body and spirit

equipped with the bounties of faith,

arise, call upon him with fervent longing

in order to receive him in the faith.

Prepare even now the way unto you, Jesus,

my Savior, select the believing soul

and look upon me with eyes of grace.

Prepare even now the way unto you, Jesus.

Blessed am I that I have Jesus,

O, how firmly I hold him,

that he might refresh my heart

when I am ailing and sorrowed.

I have Jesus, who loves me

and who gave himself as my own;

ah, thus I do not let go of Jesus,

even once my heart be broken.
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kyrie

collect for

the day

collect for

peace

benedicamus

benediction

Silence is kept. The assembly stands with the presider.

Almighty God, you chose Mary to be the mother of your Son and you made known

through her your gracious regard for the poor and lowly. Grant that we may receive

your Word in humility and faith, and so be made one with Jesus Christ, your Son, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by

paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good

courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand leading us and your love

supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

During the sending hymn, the assembly turns to face the cross in procession.
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sending hymn “Jesu, joy of man’s desiring” WERDE MUNTER
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postlude

dismissal

The assembly sits for the postlude.

Fugue in G Major, BWV 577

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

J.S. Bach

ASSISTING MINISTER

USHERS

VIOLINS

VIOLA

CELLO

BASS

CONTINUO ORGAN

TROMBA

OBOES

BASSOON

SOPRANO

ALTO

TENOR

BASS

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Damon Gray & Sue Boccio
Tim Cage & Steve Hucko

Leah Nelson & Jeremy Rhizor
Annie Garlid
Arnie Tanimoto
Dara Bloom
Dylan Sauerwald
Carl Albach
Gonzalo Ruiz & Welvin Potter
Stephanie Corwin
Margaret Haigh
Jonathan May
Nils Neubert
Dominik Belavy

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.

Our Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number is SAS003217. The scriptures are from the New

Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National

Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Hymnody made available through One License

Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-732983. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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THE FALL SEASON

September 11th

October 31st

November 14th

November 21st

November 28th

December 5th

December 12th

December 19th

Cantata 106, “Gottes Zeit ist die allerbest Zeit”

Mass in F, BWV 233

Cantata 60, “O Ewigkeit, du Donnerwort”

Cantata 90, “Es Reißet euch ein Schrecklich Ende”

Cantata 70, “Wachet! betet! betet! Wachet!”

Cantata 147, “Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben”

Magnificat, BWV 243

Lessons and Carols: Britten’s Ceremony of Carols
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D O N O R S

NEW YORK CITY The original Bach Vespers

($20,001 AND ABOVE)

George & Marjorie Shea

LEIPZIG The great cantatas

(UP TO $20,000)

KÖTHEN Chamber music

(UP TO $10,000)

WEIMAR Master organ works

(UP TO $5,000)

Tim Cage

Irene Schultz

MÜHLHAUSEN Early cantata years

(UP TO $2,500)

Dee Scholz-Beyer

Tim Wentzlaff

ARNSTADT Bach’s first organist position

(UP TO $1,500)

Gregory Alles

Diane Meredith Belcher

Ruth Bendik

James & Suzanne Boccio

Anna Bolz

Gregg Broome

The Rev Dr. David and Peggy Burke

The Rev. Bill and Bonnie Eggers

Mr. Mark Dirksen & The Rev. Beth Maynard

Robert Frisby

Kristian & Angela Gevert

Steve Hucko

John Perlich

Welvin Potter

Gary & Joyce Roth

Paul Schmidt

Avinoam Sharon

Edward Todd

Jessica Vandervoort

Gerard and Elizabeth Yarnall

Katy Yates
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LÜNEBURG Bach’s teenage choir years

(UP TO $150)

Robert Ambaras

Dorothy Barritt

Tom Barritt

Frederic Beacham III

Garrett & Taylor Biedermann

Mischa Bouvier

Richard Dematteis

Dennis Fitzpatrick

Randolph Floyd

Pamela Lehrer

Don and Georgina Leon

Alice Kennedy

Bruce MacIntyre

Michael McGinnis

Daniel Meyer

Marc Monte

Jennifer Nelson

Nils Neubert

Phillip Nichols & Marita Wright

Lori Padua

Nancy Parish

Tao Radoczy

Stephen Ritchie

Nina Romanoff

Michael Schneiders

John and Mary Seboldt

The Rev. Timothy Weisman & Jeremy Friedland

To give to Bach Vespers, please visit tinyurl.com/givebach,

or you may mail a check to Bach Vespers at Holy Trinity,

3 W. 65th St, New York NY  10023.
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity
A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

3 W. 65th Street at Central Park West, New York, NY 10023

(212) 877-6815 | info@holytrinitynyc.org

Christian Lopez, Custodial Staff

office@holytrinitynyc.org

Laura Kaye, Music Administrator

laura@holytrinitynyc.org

Austin Philemon, Associate Director of Operations & Media

austin@holytrinitynyc.org

Diane Meredith Belcher, Director of Music

diane@holytrinitynyc.org

The Reverend Timothy Weisman, Pastor

pastortim@holytrinitynyc.org

holytrinitynyc.org
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