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The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy Trinity is a congregation of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the largest progressive

Lutheran body in the United States. As Lutherans, we go about Christianity in a

Lutheran way, emphasizing that we are reconciled with God (justified) not by

anything we do, but through and because of God’s love, freely given (grace). We

love questions more than quick fixes (paradox); we read the Bible in a way that

honors it as the source and norm of faith, but not as a literal handbook. As

Lutherans, we also lift up the gifts and capacity for ministry (vocation) that

everyone holds.

Holy Trinity is a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation welcoming all

persons in Christ’s name regardless of sexual orientation, race, ethnic origin,

gender, class or other possible exclusionary distinctions. We seek an active

commitment to inclusiveness in membership, evangelism, and social outreach.

With a heart for the city, a passion for justice, and a commitment to the arts, we

seek to be a place where all God’s people will know they are loved. Welcome.

We’ve been waiting for you. There is a place for you here.

With the delta variant increasing in prevalence across the United States, the

CDC and the NYS Department of Health have updated their guidance to advise

wearing a mask indoors if you live in a place with substantial or high

coronavirus transmission. (The guidance for people who are unvaccinated

remains the same: Always mask up indoors in public places.) Despite high

levels of vaccination in Manhattan, we remain in a region with substantial

transmission.

Since we returned to in-person worship, the leadership at Holy Trinity has

strived to keep you both healthy and at ease while in this sanctuary. In

accordance with the latest CDC guidelines, we recommend that you continue to

wear a mask at all times inside the building. Yes, we trust the science, and we

want the gathered assembly to feel safe and loved. We appreciate your patience

and understanding over the weeks and months ahead, as we continue to assure

one another and our neighbors that Holy Trinity is a safe place to celebrate our

community of faith in Jesus Christ.
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A WORD ON

RECEIVING THE

EUCHARIST

LIVE

STREAMING AT

HOLY TRINITY

All are welcome at this table. Holy Trinity celebrates the Eucharist in both

kinds. Pastor Weisman will distribute the bread, and the assisting ministers will

distribute small cups containing white wine and red grape juice. If we are

communing with wafers this morning, gluten-free wafers are always available,

just ask; if we are using homemade bread, our recipe at Holy Trinity is always

gluten-free, dairy-free, and vegan. After receiving the bread, move to the side

before removing your mask to partake; do the same after receiving the cup.

Then leave your empty cup on the small table near the side aisle.

If you do not yet feel at ease receiving the cup, take the bread alone,

confident that Christ is fully present in only one element. If you do not yet feel

at ease receiving either the bread or the cup, you may remain in your seat

during distribution, knowing that this table is prepared for you and will

continue to be open to you when you are ready. These are the gifts of God for

the people of God.

Please be aware that worship this morning is being filmed, photographed, and

live streamed on our YouTube channel. Your likeness and/or voice may be

captured by our equipment. Please alert an usher at the entrance if you have

any concerns. Selections from this live stream may be used on our website and/

or in outreach messaging.
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G A T H E R I N G

prelude

confession &

forgiveness

Today’s altar flowers are given by Stephen Hucko in

memory of his aunt and uncle, Jeanne and Stephen

Hucko. May God bless them with eternal life.

At the sound of the bell, we gather quietly.

Freu dich sehr, O meine Seele

(“Comfort, comfort now my people”)

When invited to stand, at this or at any time during

this liturgy, please rise either in body or in spirit, as

you are able and comfortable.

The presider announces the day. All may make the

sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the

Holy Spirit. Amen.

Silence is kept. Gracious God, have mercy on us.

We confess that we have turned from you and

given ourselves into the power of sin. We are

truly sorry and humbly repent. In your

compassion forgive us our sins, known and

unknown, things we have done and things we

have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and

uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The presider announces God’s forgiveness.

During the gathering hymn, the assembly turns to

face the cross in procession. At the conclusion of the

Johann Pachelbel

(1653-1706)
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gathering hymn

#256

“Comfort, comfort now my people” FREU DICH SEHR
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greeting

kyrie

All may bow during the response, mirroring the presider.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
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prayer of the day Let us pray. Silence is kept.

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his

coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The assembly sits.
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W O R D

from the hebrew

scriptures
Malachi 3:1-4

1
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the

covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.

2
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he

appears?

  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap;
3
he will sit as a refiner and

purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them

like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.

4
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the

days of old and as in former years.

Silence is kept.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

Thanks be to God.
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Luke 1:68-79 A cantor intones the first verse, then the assembly joins to sing.

68
Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel,

you have come to your people and | set them free.

 69
You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior,

        born of the house of your | servant David.

 70
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us |

___from our enemies,

  71
from the hands of | all who hate us,

 72
to show mercy | to our forebears,

        and to remember your | holy covenant.

 73
This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham:

  74
to set us free from the hands of our | enemies,

 _free to worship you | without fear,

  75
holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life.

 76
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High,

        for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way,

 77
to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation

    by the forgiveness | of their sins.

 78
In the tender compassion | of our God

    the dawn from on high shall | break upon us,

 79
to shine on those who dwell in darkness

and in the shad- | ow of death,

    and to guide our feet into the | way of peace.

 Silence is kept.
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from the christian

scriptures

gospel acclamation

Philippians 1:3-11

3
I thank my God every time I remember you,

4
constantly praying with joy in

every one of my prayers for all of you,
5
because of your sharing in the gospel

from the first day until now.
6
I am confident of this, that the one who began

a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus

Christ.
7
It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold

me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my

imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.
8
For God

is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus.

9
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with

knowledge and full insight
10

to help you to determine what is best, so that in

the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless,
11

having produced the

harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and

praise of God.

Silence is kept.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to sing. As the Gospel book is brought into the

assembly, you are invited to turn to face the procession.

Prepare the way of the Lord.

All flesh shall see the salvation of God. (Luke 3:4,6)
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from the

holy gospel

sermon

Luke 3:1-6

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

1
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate

was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother

Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of

Abilene,
2
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of

God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
3
He went into all the

region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the

forgiveness of sins,
4
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet

Isaiah,

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

  make his paths straight.

 5
Every valley shall be filled,

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low,

 and the crooked shall be made straight,

  and the rough ways made smooth;

 6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”

Silence is kept.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

The Reverend Timothy Weisman

Silence is kept following the sermon. The assembly stands to sing.
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hymn of the day

#255

“There’s a voice in the wildnerness” ASCENSION
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the apostle’s creed

prayers of the

people

prayer for racial

justice

the peace

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the + resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,

those in need, and all of God’s creation.

The assembly responds to each petition.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Save us, O God, from ourselves, from racism often cloaked in pious words,

from the machinations of white supremacy hidden in calls for civility, from

microaggressions thinly veiled in arrogance, from apologies when they don’t

give way to action, from forgiveness without facing the truth, from

reconciliation without reparation.

Deliver us, O God, from expecting siblings of color

to continue to bear this emotional work, which is not theirs to do.

Grateful for the long arc that bends toward justice, we pray: Grant us

wisdom, give us courage for the facing of these days, by the power of the

Spirit, in the name of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

Following the peace, the assembly sits.
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M E A L To give towards the ministry of Holy Trinity, go to

tinyurl.com/giveHT, scan the QR code to the right, or

there’s an offering receptacle near the entrance.

offertory The people that walked in darkness have seen a great

light (from Messiah)

The people that walked in darkness have seen a

great light;

and they that dwell in the land of the shadow of

death, upon them hath the light shined.

Timothy McDevitt, baritone

G.F. Handel

(1685-1759)

offertory

prayer

the great

thanksgiving

When all is ready, the presider greets us and calls us to prayer.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness

you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your

service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have

made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen.

The assembly may bow, mirroring the presider.
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the proper

preface

sanctus

the eucharistic

prayer

The presider sings: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at

all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you. . . and so, with all the

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise

your name and join their unending hymn. . .

The assembly participates in the words printed in bold.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: blessed are you for the

birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are

you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the

Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of

grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We

look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your

Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift

of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever. And let the church say, Amen.

The presider introduces the prayer.
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the lord’s prayer

the invitation These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Taste and see that the Lord is

good. Thanks be to God!

The assembly sits until invited forward by an usher.

All are welcome at this table. If we are communing with wafers this morning,

gluten-free wafers are always available, just ask; if we are using homemade

bread, our recipe at Holy Trinity is always gluten-free, dairy-free, and vegan.

The small cups contain either red wine or white grape juice.

After receiving the bread, move to the side before removing your mask to

partake; do the same after receiving the cup. Leave your empty cup on the

small table near the side aisle.

Please also know that Christ is fully present in only one element. If you do

not yet feel at ease receiving either the bread or the cup, you may remain in

your seat during distribution, knowing that this table is prepared for you and

will continue to be open to you when you are ready.
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communion

motet

blessing

prayer after

communion

S E N D I N G

final blessing
(1 Thessalonians 5)

“Hebt euer Haupt empor,” from Cantata 70                                                   J.S. Bach

-_______________________________________________ (1685-1750)
Austin Cody, tenor

Raise your heads upward, and be comforted,

you devout ones, at your souls' blooming!

You shall flourish in Eden to serve God eternally.

The assembly stands.

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

in his grace. Amen.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have

refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your

mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in

fervent love toward one another, for the sake of Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage. Hold onto what is good. Return

no one evil for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted. Support the weak. Help the

suffering. Honor everyone. Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the

Spirit. And may the blessing of almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, be

with you now, and remain with you always. Amen.

During the sending hymn, the assembly turns to face the cross in procession,

as we physically orient ourselves towards the street and world in which we

now take the Gospel.
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sending hymn

#246

“Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!” MERTON
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postlude

dismissal

The assembly sits for the postlude.

On Jordan’s Bank

(tune: Winchester New)

The Mass is ended.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

Thanks be to God!

Malcolm Archer

(b. 1952)

LECTOR

CRUCIFER

BOOK BEARER

USHERS

ALTAR GUILD

DIGITAL SACRISTAN

COFFEE HOUR

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Damon Gray

Robert Crumb

Jan Lindemann

Frank & Kathy Meyer

Damon Gray

Tom Barritt

Eric & Stacey Flatt

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress and from the

Mass of St. Benedict by Diane Meredith Belcher © 2019/2021.  Our Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License

number is SAS003217. The scriptures are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright ©

1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of

America. Hymnody made available through One License Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-732983.

Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Please remember

in your prayers

Ed Hannah

Erin Roben

Ahmad Haroon

Dorothy Barritt

Dolores Fernandez

Betty & Duane

Jennie

Stephen Shea

Joyce

Marie Mutz

Megan McCloskey

Sawyer Bartell

Barbara French

Gregg Broome

Stephen Voss

Maria Jacobson

Lory Larsen

Leo Wright

If you would like to
give altar flowers in

memory of a loved one

or in commemoration

of an event, email

Pastor Tim.

W E L C O M E

If you are new to Holy Trinity, we are glad you’re here. Whether

you’ve worshipped at Holy Trinity a thousand times or are here

today for the first time, there will always be a place for you here.

N E W S   &   E V E N T S

An in-person mid-week Mass is back at Holy Trinity on
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Mass is live streamed on our

YouTube channel, which you can access from our website:

holytrinitynyc.org/live. There is also a small group that watches

Wednesday Mass together on Zoom. Want to be a part? Send Tom

Barritt an email at twbarritt@gmail.com.

Coffee Hour continues after Mass in the Community Room. Out of

love for one another, we ask that only persons fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 participate in Coffee Hour at this time. The

Community Room is located in the basement; stairs are located on

either side of the doors leading out to Central Park West.

Bach Vespers continues tonight at 5:00 p.m. with Cantata 147
“Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben!" Bassoonist Stephanie Corwin

will play the Prelude from Bach’s Cello Suite BWV 1008 for the

offertory. The following week, on Sunday, December 12 at 5:00

p.m., we are excited to share Bach’s splendid Magnificat in D!

Not getting Holy Trinity emails? Sign up at tinyurl.com/signupHT.

Are you considering membership at Holy Trinity? From time to

time, Pastor Tim puts together an orientation for new members. In

addition to participating in the life of the congregation, members

of Holy Trinity are given opportunities for leadership in this

church. If you’re interested in more information about what

membership means here, email pastortim@holytrinitynyc.org.

SAVE THE DATE! An Advent-Christmas Greening Party (with
Potluck supper)  returns to Holy Trinity on Friday, December 17.
Help green the sanctuary for Christmas alongside friends from the

Holy Trinity community.  Bring a favorite dish to share (it can be

simple!) anytime to the Community Room beginning at 5pm.

Folks should feel free to come and go throughout the evening.
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Laura Kaye, Music Administrator

laura@holytrinitynyc.org

Christian Lopez, Custodial Staff

office@holytrinitynyc.org

Austin Philemon, Associate Director of Operations & Media

austin@holytrinitynyc.org

Diane Meredith Belcher, Director of Music

diane@holytrinitynyc.org

The Reverend Timothy Weisman, Pastor

pastortim@holytrinitynyc.org

holytrinitynyc.org
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