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“Endure Suffering” 
 

Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation 
that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

  

“In America, Christians pray for the burden of suffering to be lifted from their backs.  In the rest of the world, 
Christians pray for stronger backs so they can bear their suffering.  It’s why we look away from the bag lady on 
the street and to the displays in store windows.  Why we prefer going to the movies instead of to hospitals and 

nursing homes.” [Dravecky, When You Can’t Come Back] 
 

“Keep grief, if this may be away; If not, Thy will be done, I pray, My choice to Thine resigning. 
Then, O my heart, cast care aside, God through the cross His own hath tried; Bear loss without repining. 

Hope still through ill; To God cleaving, grace receiving, we shall wonder, At God’s goodness here and yonder.” 

[TLH 546:1] 
 

Introduction 
 

According to Michael Lewis of the New York Times Magazine, Sen. John McCain is 

much more than a politician.  He is – contrary to what some may say – a true hero.  

Where, as a Navy pilot, shot down by a North Vietnamese missile on October 26, 

1967, he began a 5 ½ year captivity.  The remarkable thing about that captivity was 
that he endured it completely voluntarily. 
 

You see, coming from a distinguished military family [his father and grandfather were both 

admirals], McCain’s captors planned for their famous P.O.W. to violate U.S. military 
policy, which dictated that prisoners return in reverse order of their arrival.  His early 

release, or so they thought, might further demoralize other Americans held captive.  

Yet, what they didn’t figure, was their famous prisoner’s resolve.  McCain simply 
refused to go home … for 5 ½ years, wherein, for 5 ½ years, his captors tortured him. 
       

McCain later explained, he simply had no choice in the matter.  To accept early 

release would have dishonored not only himself but his family.  [And] you just didn’t 
do that. [CCSI, 198] 
 

Such is the nature of perseverance.  Where, far too often, so much beckons us to “live 

the good life.”  Materialism, success, career, notoriety are the siren songs of our time.  
Yet, much of what this life offers rarely delivers the goods that they promise. 
 

Wherein, on the heels of last week’s call to “keep the faith,” this week, is a call to 

endure suffering, to persevere in our calling as God’s chosen ones.  To be sure, we, at 
times, falter and fail in this.  Yet, our Lord’s word is one of timely encouragement for 

those who would honor His name, and continue to persevere in what the He has given 

us to do.   
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Main Point: Nero may soon have his way with Paul, and Paul will pass into glory 
with the Father.  But not before he leaves these enduring words – to Timothy, and to 

us.  His is an enduring Word for difficult times. 
Amen. 

+++ 
 

Chapter 2 of 2 Timothy picks up right where chapter 1 left off.  Wherein, the 
continuing force of Paul’s words are “centripetal, driving Timothy back to the center, 

to that which motivates, orders, and sustains him in a fruitful ministry. … They are a 

summons to remember … to recollect… to reenact and re-appropriate …” [Craddock, 

et. al. Preaching through the Christian Year, C:436] 
 

Who of us don’t need to do that from time to time – in essence to recalibrate to the 

Lord’s purposes?  I mean, when we encounter rough waters, it’s always good to get 

“back to basics” … to get back to what centers us, to what orders our world. 
 

In times of suffering, it means – first and foremost – to … 
 

BE STRENGTHENED BY GRACE. [2:1-2] 
 

1 You then, my child, be [continually]strengthened by the grace [amazing grace – i.e. the 

“divine help, the unmerited gift of assistance that comes from God”
1
]that is in Christ Jesus, 2 and 

what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who 

will be able to teach others also.2 
 

A number of years ago, a popular drugstore chain would send you on your way with 
the parting benediction: “Be well” … no doubt, “a curious goodbye.” [Maas, CPR, 26:4, 

35]  Especially given that any number of the products that they sell do anything but 

make us well.  And then, “if it was in my power to fulfill that command [“be well”], 

why would I be visiting a pharmacy [in the first place, right]”? [Maas, CPR, 26:4, 35]   
 

But Paul says, “Be strengthened” … not as if it was within our own power to make that 

happen, but by God’s enduring grace.  G.R.A.C.E.  [God’s riches at Christ’s expense.]  

“The only way that Timothy, or any other pastor or believer, will be able to remain 

faithfully strong …” [Love, Pastoral Epistles, 116]   
 

Yes, we do not do this to or for ourselves.  It is by “the grace that is in Christ Jesus” that 

we live.  Of what we have heard, tasted and seen.  Of what we may have received 

from others – like us – on the road.  Like Jesus … who through His own death and 
resurrection, not only shows us the way, but becomes the Way! 
 

Only in Him may we be, no, are we strengthened … by, in and for grace – personified 

in Him who calls us to Himself … where, in the second place, are we able to …  
 

                                                 
1 White, a la Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles, 137 
2 “The transmission of Christian truth must never be left to chance.” [Guthrie, 138] 



 3 

SHARE IN JESUS’ SUFFERING. [2:3-6] 
 

 3 [Take your] share in suffering as a good SOLDIER of Christ Jesus.3 4 No soldier gets 

entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 
5 [Or as] an 

ATHLETE is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules [“extended not only to the race 

itself but to the prescribed training”4]. 6 [Or] it is the hard-working FARMER who ought to have 

the first share of the crops.  
 

“The annals of Biblical and church history are filled with examples of Christians who 

didn’t ‘have life their way’ or who had to take ‘time for the pain’ because they 

considered nothing more important than their relationship with God and His gift of 
heavenly life through the merits of Christ Jesus.” [Wesselschmidt, CJ, 18:4, 377] 
 

Wherein, from the soldier we learn endurance, from the athlete discipline and from 

the farmer perseverance.  [Adapted from Guthrie, The Pastoral Epistles, 139]   
 

Me?  I personally resonate with the farmer.  Never in the military, and not much of an 

athlete, much of what I do in my vocation as a Pastor resembles farming  - wherein, 
nothing is ever too sure, while I strive with joy to do whatever I can do to get the fruit 

to market!   
 

Who are you – metaphorically speaking?  A soldier?  An athlete?  A farmer?   
 

For each, there can be no distraction.5  There can be no taking our eyes off the prize.  

Even as Paul “did not allow his own circumstances to serve as an obstacle to the 

progress of the gospel.” [Craddock, 436]
6   

 

ILLUSTRATION: It was once calculated that famed Chicago Bears running back, 

Walter Payton, had accumulated the equivalent of almost ten miles in career rushing 

yardage!  But as one astute sports announcer once noted, “And that’s with someone 

knocking him down every 4.6 yards!” 
 

“No pain, no gain,” the world says.  But His pain, your gain!  Wherein, how one wins 

is as important as the outcome itself.  Wherein, “Pastor [and people are] called not to 

win but to follow the course of the race Christ has run by the means He has given, so 

that along this course, [we are] able to give Christ’s victory to those [others] who are 

fallen …”  [Love, 117]  Indeed, it is only by Christ, and in the grace of the Holy Spirit 

that we are able to claim the victory. 
 

                                                 
3 A favorite metaphor of Paul [Rom 6:13; 7:23; 1 Co 9:7; 2 Cor 6:7; Eph 6:11-18; 1 Tim 1:18; 4:7] 
4 Galen, a la Guthrie, 140 
5 “If pastors are drawn away from what they have been enlisted to do, they are less useful to those 

they serve and to the One who enlisted them.” [Love, Pastoral Epistles, 117] 
6
 “There is nothing intrinsically wrong … about the affairs of this life until they entangle.” [Guthrie, 

140] 
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Therefore, be strengthened in God’s grace.  Share in Jesus’ suffering.  And in Paul’s’ 

third exhortation … 
 

“Think over” … REMEMBER … keep ever before you both Jesus & the Gospel Word. 
 

7Think over [lit. “bring things together”7]what I say, for the Lord will give you 

understanding in everything.
 8 Remember [continually]Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the 

offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a 

[common8]criminal. But the word of God is not bound!   
 

“The many strands of human experience run through the crossroads of the cross.” 
[Fiddes, Past Event and Present Salvation] 
 

As Paul writes in Romans 5[vv. 3-5]: 
 

We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love 
has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 

Contrary to Paul, Luther once remarked that that’s not how it really works.  Instead, 

he wrote, “suffering produces impatience, and impatience produces obstinacy, and 
obstinacy produces despair, and despair disappoints us completely.”[a la Bonhoeffer]  

Wherein, how easy it is to forget God’s true blessings in the midst of our own 

suffering … when all around seems like it is in chaos, filled with uncertainty.   
 

And so … “a summons to rehear, reappropriate, even relive the preached Christ.” 

[Craddock, 436]  Wherein, to remember is to call to mind God’s grace and favor – news 

which is, and always will be, Good News … of Jesus’ resurrection, and so our own, so 

that in our moments of suffering, the dead are raised.  We are raised!  
 

This is no “‘power of positive thinking’ or ‘Ten Principles for a Better Life.’” [SSoE, 

C:299]  But rather, a life-giving and life-saving promise.  A promise that is never 

chained, never bound … 
 

… even when we fail to “remember,” when circumstances darken our sight – the eyes 

of faith to see, to believe.  Yes, even then, we are remembered by a good and gracious 

God – who remembers His covenant with us and mercifully acts towards us [Gen 8:1; 

9:15; Lev 26:45; Ezek 16:60-63] … providing us with living reminder of Him and His grace 

to us in His Word and Supper [1 Cor 11:24] … which, not only strengthens us, but then, 
serves as a witness to the hope of life in Christ to others.   
 

10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the 

salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 
 

                                                 
7 Love, 118 
8 The only other usage of this word is the description of those crucified with Jesus [Lk 23:32, 39] 
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ILLUSTRATION:  Not unlike the pioneer of immunology, Louis Pasteur, who lived at 

a time when thousands of people died each year of rabies.  Pasteur had worked for 

years on a vaccine, but it had yet to be approved for use.  Where, just as was about to 
begin experimenting on himself, a 9-year-old boy, Joseph Meister, was bitten by a 

rabid dog.  The boy’s mother begged Pasteur to experiment on her son.  So Pasteur 

injected Joseph for ten days – and the boy lived. 
 

Decades later, of all the things Pasteur could have had etched on his headstone, he 

asked for three words: JOSEPH MEISTER LIVED.  [FIPT, 50] 
 

What greater gift could there be – even in the midst of our own suffering – than to 
share the Good News we have known, and have to come to believe … to know that, 

because of the legacy of faith we live, there may be others who live eternally, also. 
 

“This makes it absolutely compelling that we who know and believe the saving 
message of Christ Jesus must surely share it with them.” [Mosemann, CPR, 14:4, 30]  

Even in suffering, there is no greater legacy that we can leave.  None! 
 

Conclusion 
 

In the spirit of another impending World Series, comes the story of one American, 

who volunteered to serve his country in the wake of Pearl Harbor’s tragedy.  His name 
was Bob Feller, a 23-year-old phenom pitcher who had already pitched a no-hitter and 

had won 107 Major League games.  He was just reaching his prime years as an 

athlete, when he gave them up to shoot down planes in the Pacific.  Wherein, after 
serving his country, he returned to baseball, going on to throw three more no-hitters, 

12 one-hitters, and to win 266 games. 
 

But his years of military service – during which he could have won another 80-100 
games – cost him much of the fame he deserved.  So that when baseball fans elected 

the All-Century Team in 1999, Feller and his 266 victories were completely ignored.  

He was the most underrated baseball player of all time. 
 

Feller was once asked about that, and if there was ever a time that he regretted his 

wartime service.  “No,” he said, “I’ve made many mistakes in my life.  That wasn’t 

one of them.” [MPI, 247] 
 

 
11 The saying is trustworthy, for [“because”]: 

9
 If we have died [as in our baptism10] with 

[Jesus], we will also live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny 

[disown]him, he also will deny us; 13 if we are faithless [“if we fail to live up to our profession” 

or “”if we sin and prove unstable in trials and temptations … an ever present reality”11], he remains 

faithful—for he cannot deny himself. 
 

                                                 
9 A statement used four other times by Paul [see 1 Tim 1:15; 3:1; 4:9; Titus 3:8] 
10 Rom 6:3, 8 
11 Lightfoot 
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Friends in Christ, be strengthened by grace.  Though there are, indeed, times of 

suffering, we are not undone.  Wherein, the one surety we have is God’s absolute 
fidelity to us [Deut 7:9; Ps 145:13; 1 Cor 1:9; 10:13; 2 Cor 1:18; 1 Thess 5:24; 2 Thess 3:3; Heb 

10:23; 11:11; 1 Jn 1:9; Rev 1:5]. Wherein, an even greater surety is Christ’s commitment to 

His promises which provide us with our greatest security.  [Adapted from Guthrie, The 

Pastoral Epistles, 146]
 12  Suffer with Him who suffered for you.  Remember Him! 

 

Wherein, even though we falter in this, God’s gracious forgiveness in Christ is still 

real and reliable.  Our unbelief does not undo or cancel the redemptive work of Jesus.  

“Our weakness does not make God weak, but his strength does make us strong.” 
[Moellering, Bartling, 144] 
 

And we are strong – in the Name of Him who makes us that way … that Name is 

Jesus!  Amen. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
12 “These words are not a charter for sin and apostasy, but rather a consolation for a frightened 

conscience.” [Jeremias, a la Guthrie, 146] 


